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PROCEEDINGS 



SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 9, 1919, IN THE HOUSE OF 

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

The semi-annual meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, April 9, 1919, in the House of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, No. 28 Newbury 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts. The meeting was 
called to order at half-past ten o'clock, Presidrait 
lincoln in the chair. 

There were present: 

Reuben Colton, Henry Herbert Edes, William 
Eaton Foster, Francis Henshaw Dewey, Arthur Lord, 
Charles Lemuel Nichols, Waldo Lincoln, Edward 
Sylvester Morse, George Parker Winship, Albert 
Matthews, Clarence Wiathrop Bowen, Daniel Berke- 
ley Updike, Clarence Saunders Brigham, Lincoln 
Newton Kinnicutt, Worthington Chauncey Ford, 
Frederick Jackson Turner, Edward Luther Stevenson, 
Julius Herbert Tuttle, Charles Grenfill Washburn, 
George Hubbard Blakeslee, Wilfred Harold Munro, 
Justin Harvey Smith, Henry Winchester Cunning- 
ham, Archer Butler Hulbert, Howard Millar Chapin, 
Grenville Howland Norcrosa, John Whittemore Far- 
well, Lawrence Waters Jenldns, Leonard Wheeler, 
Alexander George McAdie, William Crowninshield 
Endicott, Nathaniel Thayer Kidder, Richard Ward 
Greene, John Woodbury, Charles Knowles Bolton, 
John Henry Edmonds, Leonard Leopold Mackall, 
Samuel Lyman Munson. 
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The call for the meeting having been read, Mr. 
Norcross moved that the reading of the records of the 
last meeting be dispensed with. 

The report of the Council, prepared by Mr. George 
H. Blakcslee and relating chiefly to the recent devel- 
opment of interests in Latin America, was read and 
approved. 

In the discussion that followed, Mr. Winsfaip 
referred to the collections of Spanish American litera- 
ture and called attention to the distinction between the 
historical, the biblif^raphical, and the linguistic 
aspects of the subject. For the purposes of students 
of language, Mr. William E. Gates of Point Loma, 
California, possesses what is probably both the most 
eztenave and the most intelligently selected collection 
of manuscript material illustrating the dialects in use 
by the native tribes occupying the territory of what is 
now the Mexican Republic. He has been able to 
secure a large proportion of the oiigirud manuscripts, 
as well as the printed works, that have come to market 
in the auction room or throu^ private channels 
during the last two decades, and he has supplemented 
these by obtaining photographic-iffocess copies of 
nearly all the important documents which are in 
public repositories. In a spirit of generous scholariy 
co-operation. Mr. Gates has made it possible for otha' 
collections to secure duplicates of his copies at the 
cost of production. Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, whose 
library is now at the Vniversity of Pennsylvania, 
anticipated Mr. Gates both in scheme and scope, but 
the hand-written copies upon which be had to rely are 
so frequently untrustworthy that they have already 
taken their place as historical illustrations of the 
handicaps against which sviem-e formerly ^trug^ed. 

The two leading public ia5tituii^>Q$ in this fidd are 
the Bureau of EthnoI^>4:>-. which b supplemented by 
the iKaterial in the lii'rary ^n* Countess, ai Washing- 
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ton, and the Peabody Museum Library at Harvard. 
At the latter Dr. Charles P. Bowditch of this Society 
has rendered important service in securing reproduc- 
tions of manuscripts throwing light upon Maya 
problems. The Peabody Museum also possesses the 
material collected by Bandelier while he was engaged 
on the work of the Hemenway Expeditions, seeking in 
old Mexico the clue to the story of the New Mexican 
ruins. 

The John Carter Brown Library and the Lenox 
Library have long been rivals, so far as the earlier 
printed books are concerned, in this as in kindred 
fields. The former probably seciired a lead when 
Mr. Brown purchased the linguistic library of Dr. 
Nicolas Leon, a corresponding member of this Society. 
The library collected by Prince Lucien Bonaparte, 
dealing with language in a broad sense, is said to be 
the nearest competitor abroad. 

The student of Spanish American history will find 
the material he needs scattered among several institu- 
tions, each developing a particular aspect of the sub- 
ject. The Bureau of American Republics presumably 
has most of the twentieth centiiry publications, es- 
pecially those dealing with social and economic phases. 
The John Carter Brown Library has a commanding 
position for those printed before 1800, having added 
largely to its collections since the check-list printed 
ten years ago. Harvard, Yale, and the John Carter 
Brown libraries had at one time a working agreement 
by which the two Universities left the older and more 
costly books to the Providence library, and divided 
the later field, Yale specializing on Peru and the 
northern countries of South America, and Harvard on 
Chili and the South. Mr. Coolidge's purchase of 
the Luis Montt library at Santiago de Chile and Mr. 
Bingham's personal collection on Bolivia and Peru 
established the strength of the two universities in these 
respective fields. Yale added Mexico when Mr. 
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Henry E. Wagner presented the books which he had 
collected diiring his residence in that country. The 
John Carter Brown Library has an important group of 
Peruvian publications dated between 1800 and 1840, 
which were made accessible by the hand-list printed 
in 1908. The Hispanic Society of America has not 
neglected the Spanish colonies, but these have not 
as yet received the comprehensive attention with 
which Mr. Huntington has devoted himself to the 
literature and art of the Peninsula. In Chicago the 
Newberry Library has Mr. Edward E. Ayer's collec- 
tion of books on the American Indian, which contains 
many important early works. The H. H. Bancroft 
collection gave the University of California a good 
start in the way of Mexican books, and both at 
Berkeley and at Stanford efforts have been made to 
emphasize the importance of all the countries border- 
ing on the Pacific. 

The election of members, resident and foreign, being 
next in order, the I^resident appointed Messrs. 
Cunnix^am, Norcross and Edmonds, as the com- 
mittee to collect and count the ballots. The commit- 
tee reported the following persons elected to member- 
ship: 

Resident Members 
James Alton James, Evanston, 111. 
Frederick William Lehmami, St. Louis, Mo. 
Alfred Claghorn Potter, Cambridge, Mass. 
Harold Marsh Sewall, Bath, Me. 
Robert Kendall Shaw, Worcester, Mass. 
William Roscoe Thayer, Cambridge, Mass. 
William Thomas, San iVancisco, Calif. 

FOBEION MeUBERB 

Anastasio Alfaro, San Jos£, Costa Rica. 
Manuel de Oliveira Lima, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Seymour de Ricci, Paris, France. 
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The Presideot stated that a fellowship in American 

Hifltory had been established at Clark University 
throu^ the genercraity of members of this Society 
and would continue for two years. He also called 
attention to the new bookplates of the Society, the 
gift of our associate Grenville H. Norcross. 

The first paper was read by Archer B.. Hulbert 
formerly of Marietta, Ohio, but now residing in 
Worcester, on "The Increasing Debt of History to 
Science. " 

In the discussion following, Mr. McAdie spoke of 
the value of science in proving and correlating the 
facts of history. Astronomy in particular, he said, is 
of importance in certifying the dates of events by 
eclipses and other observed phenomena — the character 
of the weather, the prevaili:^ tides and winds have 
also been used for vraification of the facts of history. 
He exhibited a chart of the life history of a Sequoia 
tree in the state of Washington, cut down in 1864, 
which showed the effects of varying weather and other 
natural phenomena — during its 1244 years of growth. 
He deduced from study of this chart that the amount 
of rainfall and sunshine since the Spanish conquest is 
about the same as at the present day. 

Professor Turner remarked that a hyphen between 
history and the various sciences has a much more 
legitimate place than that used between nations. He 
then drew attention to the effect in our own country 
of the various geological formations and varying 
quality of soils upon the development of communities 
and even relation to the politics and the prosperity of 
such communities. 

In the unavoidable absence of Mr. Lombard, whose 
paper was to have been presented at this meeting, the 
librarian spoke briefly upon the bookplates of the 
Presidents of the United States in oiu* collection. 
The President announced that the pa[>er might be 
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presented at a subsequent meeting and called atten- 
tion to a volume containing a genuine Geoi^ Wash- 
ington bookplate — bdon^ng to Mr. John Woodbury 
— which he had been requested to exhibit at the 
meeting. 

Mr. Ford then read an interesting paper with 
extracts,- on "Some Papers of Aaron Burr." 

The members of the Society were invited by Mr. 
William C. Endicott to luncheon at his residence, No. 
163 Marlborou^ Street, at the close of the meeting. 

No further business being presented, the meeting was 
then dissolved. 

CHARLES LEMUEL NICHOLS. 

Reecrding Secr^ary 
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 



!□ previoua reports the Council has pointed out 
from time to time the importance of Tarious special 
collections in our Library. It takes the present 
occasion to call attention to the number and the value 
of the books, pamphlets and newspapers on Latin 
American and Caribbean countries. 

A striking increase of interest in Latin America has 
been taking place in this country during the past 
decade, which was particularly noticeable just before 
our thoughts and energies were absorbed in the world 
war. This interest has been shown in many ways, and 
may be measured in part by definite figures. The 
leading newspapers ia the United States, for example, 
according to the reports of the statisticians in the Pan 
American Union, gave more news space to Latin 
America in a single month of 1915 than the same 
papers gave in the thirty-six months of 1907, 1908 and 
1909; oiu" magazines had more articles on Latin 
America in the first three months of 1916 than in the 
five years from 1907 to 1912; while more books dealing 
with Latin America were published in this country in 
1914 than in the entire period from 1906 to 1910. In 
a bibliography, 1916, of the two hundred best volumes 
on South America, it appears that seven-eighths of 
them were published within the previous five years. 

This increased interest appeared in many other ways. 
There were over seventMn hundred clubs in the 
United States, before the war, making a study of 
Latin America and Pan American relations; while 
three thousand moving picture theatres, it was 
estimated, were every week showing to American 
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Audiences the people, the scenery, and the life of the 
republics of South America. At that time Director 
General John Barrett stated that the Pan American 
Union was then receiving on an average between two 
hundred and three hundred letters a day aaking for 
information on Latin American affairs, and added that 
it was not unusual to have as many as twenty-five 
cablegrams a day from Latin America, making various 
inquiries concerning the United States. About the 
same time the United States Bureau of Commerce, 
according to statements in the press, was receiving a 
daily average of eight hundred letters from all parts 
of the country regarding trade openings and economic 
conditions throughout the Latin American world. 

Now that the war is over, public attention is again 
being turned to the Republics to the south of us, as is 
evident from the newspaper space given to Latin 
America; for example, regular sections are being 
devoted to South America in such dailies as the New 
York Sun and the Philadelphia Public Ledger. Olir 
commercial and financial relations, too, are more 
intimate than ever before. Diiring the war, and in 
part on accotmt of it, the United States has secured 
almost a monopoly of Latin American exports and 
imports. While in 1914 there was not a single branch 
of a United States or North American bank in any city 
south of Panama, today every important South 
American city has at least one North American bank. 
In 1914 no South American newspaper received Asso- 
ciated Press news; now the most important South 
American dailies are supplied regularly and directly 
with our Associated Press despatches. A rapidly 
increasing number of periodicals in this (jbuntry deal 
with Latin American affairs. Besides the official 
BMUetin of the Pan American Union may be mentioned 
the South Atnerican, the Pan American Revieto, The 
Americas, Inter-America, El Estudiante Latino-Ameri- 
cano, published for Latin American students in the 
United States, and the recently established Hispanic 
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American Historical Review, a scholarly quarterly, 
worthy to rank in its special field with the ablest 
publications in this coun^. 

The appearance of the last two magazines shows that 
the marked increase of interest in Latin America, 
which is fundamentally due to economic and financial 
considerations, is not limited to these fields, nor to 
official Pan Americanism, but is extending to education 
and letters. This is seen moat strikingly in the 
teaching of Spanish. Ten or twelve years ago very 
few colleges and almost no secondary schools taught 
Spanish; now nearly all universities, colleges and 
higher institutions in the United States as well as 
over two thousand secondary schools teach Spanish, 
while a few institutions teach Portuguese. But of 
greater significance is the remarkable increase in our 
colleges and universities, during the past half dozen 
years and a little more, of new courses on the history, 
commerce, culture and international relations of the 
States to the south of us. Exchanges of professors 
have been already carried out by a number of the 
larger institutions, including Harvard, Columbia and 
Pennsylvania, while plans are being made for extend- 
ing these exchanges to the smaller colleges and uni- 
versities which will arrange for short lecture courses 
from some distinguished Latin American scholar. 
Our colleges, universities and technical schools have 
also shown a genuine desire to attract Latin American 
students; some fifty of our higher institutions have 
offered one or more tuition scholarships for Latin 
Americans, while a few have established money 
fellowships, and one has founded a $500 Latin Ameri- 
can fellowship for graduate work. 

Latin America, on its side, has shown a growing 
appreciation of educational Pan Americanism. There 
are a larger nximber of Latin American students in the 
United States than ever before; so many in fact that 
they have recently founded a Federation of Latin 
American students with branches in a number of our 
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colleges and universities. To attract and aid students 
from the lands to the south of us the Fan American 
Union has recently established a Section of Education. 
In its last report it states that a number of the fore- 
most Latin American professors are willii^ to give 
occasional lecture courses in North American univer- 
sities. Dr. Ernesto Nelson, Professor in La Plata 
University, and recently Minister of Education in 
Argentina, has pointed out that since Latin America 
has no educational or literary center, this can be best 
established in the United States, where Latin Ameri- 
cans may come to study the collected literature of all 
the Latin American countries. He makes a strong 
plea that some library in this country should collect 
all Latin American literary and scientific works. 
There is no such educational or literary center in 
Latin America, nor does one seem likely to develop. 
The only probable rival to the United States is France. 

Of especial significance for those interested in 
collections of Hispanic Americana is the recent action 
of the Association of American University Professors 
in organiiing a large committee, representing some 
sixteen of our Universities, to promote exchange pro- 
fessorships between the United States and Latin 
America; the establishment of exchange fellowshqts; 
and scientific co-operation between the professors and 
the univusities of the United States and those of 
Latin America. Some of our professors have already 
begun co-operation with professors in Latin America, 
while others are planning to do so in the near future. 
It has been si^gested that a hist-ory of all the American 
republics be written by the joint work f>f Spanish, 
Portuguese and American historians. 

It is evident that the interest in Pan Americanism, 
which from merely popular, economic and fiiplomatic 
fi^ds has now reached the domain of education and of 
genuine scholarship, will soon make a greatly increased 
demand for library material dealing with Latin 
Amoica. In fact, this demand is already being fdt. 
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To what extent American scholars in history, inter- 
national relations and international politics are 
already turning to Latin American subjects, cannot be 
stated statistically, but it may be mentioned as a mere 
indication of this trend that during the past five years 
in Clark University, two Doctors' dissertations and 
seven Masters* theses have been written upon phases 
of Latin America and its relations to the United States. 

It is very natural therefore that attention is now 
beii^ directed to the value of special collections of 
Hispanic Americana.' There appeared in the last 
number of the Hispanic American Historical Review 
an article upon the Latin American collection in the 
Library of Congress. The increase in this collection 
may be judged from the fact that the number of books 
and pamphlets in the strictly historical section alone, . 
haa grown from 3,893 in 1901, to 15,116 in 1918. 
But the Library of Congress arrived late in the field, 
and its collection, while excellent in material published 
during the past half century, and strong in European 
Americana dealing with the early period, is "not 
preeminent in primary sources, original and rare 
edidons." The Columbus Memorial Library of the 
Pan American Union has a large collection which 
contains 40,000 volumes and pamphlets, 21,000 photo- 
graphs, 1500 maps, and 1300 Latin American news- 
papers, magazines and other publications. But the 
value of this Library is very largely in the material of 
the past few decades. 

Among other libraries which are emphasizing their 
Latin American collections, should be mentioned that 
at Yale University which, undw the guidance of 
Professor Hiram Bingham, has seciu'ed probably the 
best single collection of South American material in 
this country; the New York Public Library, with the 
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largest manuBcript material relating to the colonial 
times; the Harvard University Library, with an ex- 
cellent general collection; the John Carter Brown 
Library, with many manuscripts and early printed 
books, particularly dealing with exploration and 
discovery; the important collections of the Hispanic 
Society, and of Mr. Wm. E. Gates in California; and 
the large private library of Dr. Manuel de Oliveira 
Lima, of Brazil, which is soon to be placed, under 
Dr. Lima's supervision, in the Catholic University of 
America at Washington. 

It is a pleasure to know that the American Anti- 
qxiarian Society has a collection on Latin America 
which ranks well with those in other important 
libraries. Our Librarian states that we have probably 
a larger collection of Hispanic American imprints for 
the early period than can be found elsewhere in this 
country. It comprises about 700 examples of printing 
from 1555 to 1800, chiefly of Mexico City and Puebla, 
but with many from Guatemala and a few from lima 
and other South American towns. 

While the printing press was introduced into Mexico 
about 1539, it was difficult to publish in the Spanish 
colonies, due especially to the strict enforcement of 
both civil and ecclesiastical censorship. Books 
printed in Latin America therefore, in the early period, 
aside from such works as catechbms and Unguistic 
material, were few in nimiber, and are now rare. 
Our collection is thus of especial value and should be 
particularly featured, since no other library has 
apparently covered this field so extensively, and since 
it is in line with our notable collection of early Ameri- 
can imprints. 

The foundation of the fund for Hispanic Americana 
was laid by Isaac Davis, who in 1868 gave to the 
Society 1500, the income of which was "to be applied 
to the purchase of books, maps, charts, and works of 
art, relating to that portion of North America lying 
south of the United States. " With a subsequent gift 
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of S1,000 from Isaac Davb, and gifts of S5,000 in 
1891, and Sd,000 in 1910 from Edward L. Davis, 
together with accrued income, the fund now amounts 
to S23,000. The scope of the fund was later enlarged 
to admit of the purchases of works relating to South 
America, and, in 1910, at the su^estion of Edward 
L. Davis, the Society was allowed to spend the income 
for general purposes of the Society, if any part of it 
was not required for the original object of the fund. 

Another source of additions to the coUectioa of 
Hispanic Americana were the frequent gifts of books 
from Stephen Salisbury, Jr. From the days of his 
college friendship for David Casares, of Merida, 
Yucatan, Mr. Salisbury always evinced a decided 
interest in the archaeology and history of Central 
America and some of the rarest of our early works on 
this subject were presented by him. 

Today the Hispanic American collection numbers 
over 4600 books and pamphlets, mostly of the early 
period. There has been little attempt to secure the 
material of the last fifty years except as it may throw 
light upon the older literature. 

Of the bibliographical works the Society has a 
large collection including nearly all of the valuable 
monographs compiled by J. T. Medina of Santiago 
de Chile, and the bibliographies of ViOaza, Montt, 
Trelles, Leclerc, Leon, Beristain, Garraux, Andrade, 
Icazbalceta, and other workers in this field. 

The narratives of the early voyagers, travellers and 
commentators are well represented, including original 
editions of Acosta, Benzoni, Las Casas, Dampier, 
Drake, Hakluyt, Eerrera, Laet, Linschoten, Martyr, 
Oviedo and La Vega. In consideration of the greatly 
increased values of most of these editions, it is for- 
tunate that they were obtained for the Library a 
number of years ago. 

The source-books for the study of linguistics have 
been almost all obtained in the last ten years, chiefly 
through the aid of Miss Alice W. Kurtz, who has 
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travdled throughout Mexico and GoAteniAU acquiring 
these rare volaines from monastie and private libraries. 
The arfes, eonfaionarioa, and voeabu l arioa published 
from the axteenth to the eaiij el^teenth centuries 
include: 

Mfdina, Voeabulario eai la Lengua Castdlana y 
Meiicana, Mexico, 1555. 

Mijina, Confessionario Mayiu-, Mexico, 1565. 

M<dina, Arte de la ^*"C"» Mexicana j Castdlana, 
Mexico, 1571. 

Lorra Baquio, Manual Mexieano, Mexico, 1634. 

Caroehi, Arte de la Lengua Mexieana, Mexico, 1645. 

Marban, Arte de la Lengua Moza, Lima, 1702. 

Pern, Farol Indiano, Mexico, 1713. 

Avila, Arte de la Lengua Mexieana, Mexico, 1717. 

Poca, Catecismo Romano, Mexico, 1723. 

Gastelu, Arte de la Lengua Mmcana, Puebla, 1726. 

ScfTm^ Manual de administrar las Saeramsitos, 
Moico, 1731. 

Quintana, Confessonario en Lengua Mixe. Pa^da, 
1733. 

Rinaldini, Arte de la Lengua Tepeguana, Mexico, 
1743. 

Flores, Arte de la Lengua MetropoUtana. Guate- 
mala. 1753. 

Terms, Arte de la Lengua Quichua. Lima, 1754. 

Rjpakla, Cateosmo Mexieano, Mexico. 17o& 

Paredes. Promptuario manu.tl Mexieano. Mexico, 
1759. 

Aguiire. Doctrina Christiana en Lengua Opata, 
Mexteo, 1765. 

Febrv^ .Arte de la Lengua Chlleno. Lima. 1765b 

Moreno. Mda del Vas«o de Quirofa. Mexico. 1766. 

TapLa Zenteno. Koticia de la Lengua Huasteca. 
Mexico. 1767. 

Are::a& Voeabulario Manual de las Lei^uas Castd- 
lana T Mexiraca. PuebU. 1793. 

The fv>IIec:i<>n of Mexican. South Amttkan and 
West Icsiiaa newspapers has b«f*a given eqwcial 
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attention, and most of the longer files have been noted 
in the Librarian's Reports of the past ten years. 
This has been chiefly strengthened by the purchase of 
a large number of South American newspapers in 1915, 
of numerous Mexican and Guatemalan files from Miss 
Kurtz, and by the acquisitibns made by the President 
of the Society on a trip to the West Indies in 1913. 

The value of this collection baa inspired several 
gifts of importance. During the past winter Mrs. F. 
Spencer Wigley of St. Christopher visited the Library 
and as a result presented us with the rare " Laws of the 
Island of St. Christopher" printed in the Island in 
1791, a valuable example of West Indian printing. 
Also within the past month the Society has purchased 
the* London 1739 edition of the Acts of the Island of 
St. Christopher, and the 1740 edition of the Acts of the 
Charibbee Leeward Islands. 

In closing its report the Council wo^d call attention 
to the following somewhat unusually large number of 
deaths among the members: — 

Andrew Dickson White (elected 1884) died Novem- 
ber 4, 1918. 

Samuel Abbott Green (elected 1865) died December 
6, 1918. 

Samuel Swett Green (elected 1880) died December 
8, 1918. 

Franklin Pierce Rice (elected 1906) died January 
4, 1919. 

Theodore Roosevelt (elected 1918) died January 6, 
1919. 

Henry Ainsworth Parker (elected 1910) died Feb- 
ruary 17, 1919. 

Mr. Samuel Abbott Green and Mr. Samuel Swett 
Green were the senior members of the Society. 

Biographical notices will be prepared to be published 
•in the Proceedings. 

GEORGE H. BLAKESLEE, 

For the Council. 
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SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN 

Dr. Samuel Abbott Green died in Boston, on 
December 5, 1918, in the 89th year of his age. He was 
the son of Dr. Joshua Green and Eliza Lawrence 
Green. He was bom in Groton on March 16, 1830, 
and always lived there for part of the year. He fitted 
for college at Groton Academy and was graduated 
from Harvard College in the class of 1S51, of which he 
was the last surviving member. He was graduated 
from the Harvard Medical School in 1854. He 
continued his medical studies in Paris, and then 
returned to Boston to practice his profession. 

On May 19, 1858, he was commissioned surgeon of 
the 2d Massachusetts militia regiment by Governor 
Banks. On the breaking out of the Civil war he 
entered the service as assistant surgeon of the 1st 
Massachusetts regiment and was the first medical 
officer of the state to be mustered into the three years' 
service. He was promoted to be surgeon of the 24th 
Massachusetts regiment, September 2, 1861, and had 
charge of the hospital ship Recruit in General Bum- 
side's expedition to North Carolina, and later of the 
hospital steamer Coemopolitan on the coast of South 
Carolina. He was chief medical oflScer at Morris 
Island during the si^e of Fort Wagner in the summer 
of 1863, and was post surgeon at St. Augustine, Fla., 
in October, 1863, and at Jacksonville in March, 
1864. He was with the army at the capture of 
Bermuda Hundred in May, 1864, and was acting 
staff surgeon in Richmond, for three months following 
the surrender of that city in April, 1865. In 1864 he 
was breveted lieutenant-colonel for "gallant and dis- 
tinguished services in the field." 
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Upon hia return to Boston in 1865, Doctor Green 
became superintendent of the Boston dispei^ary. In 
1871 he was appointed city physician and filled that 
office until he was elected mayor in 1882. He had 
been a member of the school board, 1860-62 and 186&- 
72, trustee of the Boston Public Library 1868-78, and 
acting librarian from October, 1877, to October, 1878. 
He was a trustee of the Peabody Education Fund. 

Doctor Green was overseer of Harvard University 
from 1869 to 1880. In 1870 he was appointed by 
Governor Claflin one of a commission to care for 
disabled soldiers. In 1878 he was a member of the 
board of experts authorized by Congress to investi- 
gate the causes and prevention of yellow fever, and a 
member of the board of commissioners to investigate 
the condition of the records, files, papers, and docu- 
ments in the State department of Massachusetts. 
From 1871 to 1891 he was also one of the editors of 
the American Journal of Numismatics. 

Doctor Green had written many books and pam- 
phlets, among them: "My Campaign in America, a 
Journal kept by Count William de Deux-Fonts, 
1780^1, translated from the French manuscript, with 
and introduction and notes;" "The story of a Famous 
Book;" an account of Dr. Benjamin Franklin's 
autobiography ; ' ' School Histories and Some Errors in 
Them;" "Epitaphs from the old Burying Ground in 
Groton;" "Early Records of Groton, 1662-1678;" 
"History of Medicine in Massachusetts;" "Groton 
during the Indians Wars;" "Groton During the 
Witchcraft Times;" "Boundary Lines of old Groton;" 
"The Geography of Groton," prepared for the use of 
the Appalachian mountain club; "Groton Historical 
Series," three volumes; "An Account of the Physi- 
cians and Dentists of Groton;" "An Account of the 
Lawyers of Groton;" "The Career of Benjamin 
Franklin," a paper read before the American Philo- 
sophical Society, Philadelphia, May 25, 1893, on the 
ISOth anniversary of its foundation; "An Address 
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before the Old Residents' Historical Association of 
Lowell;" "An Account of the Library of the Massa- 
chusettB Historical Society;" a "list of the Early 
American Imprints" in the library of that society; 
and "An Historical Sketch of Groton, 1655-1890." 

In May, 1896, the University of Nashville con- 
ferred on Doctor Green the honorary degree of 
LL.D. 

He was for nineteen years first vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, and librarian at 
the time of his death. He was a constant attendant 
at the meetings, even when his physical disability 
was so great that he was brought into the room in a 
wheel-chair, which was always placed on the left of 
the presiding officer. Doctor Green was elected a 
member of this Society in 1865, was a member of the 
council from 1874 until 1904, when be was elected 
vice-president. The last meeting of the council that 
he attended was in 1911. 

Doctor Green's life was most unusual, exhibiting in 
a high degree great industry, a prodigious capacity for 
work, and conspicuous service in many varied fields 
of activity. He will long remain in the memory of 
his associates, who will miss the companiooBhip, now 
ended, of so many years. 

C. G. W. 

SAMUEL SWETT GREEN 

Samuel Swett Green, son of James and Elizabeth 
(Swett) Green of Worcester, was descended in the 
eighth generation from Thomas Green, who settled 
in Maiden about the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. He was bom in Worcester, February 20, 1837, 
and died there December 28, 1918. Entering Har- 
vard College at the age of seventeen, he was graduated 
in the Class of 1858, and immediately entered the 
Harvard Divinity School, but his health failing he was 
obliged to give up study temporarily, and took a sea 
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voyage on a sailii^ vessel to the Levant, visiting 
Smyrna and Constantinople. Returning home he 
re-entered the Divinity School in September, 1861, 
and was graduated in 1864, intending to become a 
Unitarian minister. Partly by reason of his health 
and partly because he found Uiat his religious views 
were too advanced for the times, he abandoned 
preaching and entered the Mechanics National Bank 
as bookkeeper in December, 1864. The following 
year he was made teller in the Worcester National 
Bank, which position he held until May,- 1868, and in 
January, 1871, he was called to his life work as 
librarian of the Worcester Free Public Library, in 
which position he made for himself and the library a 
world wide reputation for progress and efficiency. 

This was due largely to the simple application of 
the principle that books are made for the use of those 
desiring information and instruction, and that all 
such are to have every facility for study supplied to 
them. The old idea that a librarian's duties should 
be principally confined to the safe preservation of his 
books was no longer to rule. Students were wel- 
comed, the whole working force of the library was at 
their service, and desired books, if not in the library 
were either purchased or borrowed. Particular atten- 
tion was paid to the requirements of young people, 
and both the teachers and the students of the public 
and private schools of the city, were encouraged in 
their use of the library. The success accompanying 
this method of library work attracted general attention 
among educators as well as librarians, and the example 
set in Worcester was followed by most libraries in this 
country and by several in Europe. 

In 1890 Mr. Green was appointed an original mem- 
ber of the Free Public Library Commission of this 
Commonwealth, and held the office by successive 
appointments until 1909. He was one of the founders 
of the American Library Association, of which he was 
vice-president 1887-1889 and 1892-1893, and president 
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in 1891; founder and first vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Library Club; member of the Ameri- 
can Library Institute; and honorary fellow of the 
Library Association of the United Kingdom. He was 
delegate to the International Congress of Librarians 
at London in 1877 and a member of its council, vice- 
president of a similar congress in 1897, and in 1893 
presided over the World's Congress of Librarians at 
Chicago. 

He was a member of many historical societies and 
associations, the most important being the Royal 
Historical Society, the American Historical Associa- 
tion, the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, the American 
Social Science Association, and the Wkconsin Histori- 
cal Society. He was trustee of Leicester Academy and 
belonged to several social clubs both in Boston and 
Worcester. 

He was elected to membership in this society in 
April, 1880, and Id 1883 was made a member of the 
Council of which he continued to be a member until a 
month before his death. During all of this long 
period he was, until the last few years when advano* 
ing age and failing eyesight impaired his activities, a 
constant attendant of the meetings of the Society, a 
frequent participant in its debates and contributor to 
its Proceedings, and a valued and useful member of 
the Council. He prepared several Council reports, 
many memoirs and obituary notices of deceased 
members, and eight papers for the Proceedings, the 
most important subjects treated by him being: — 
"Gleanings from the Sources of the History of the 
Second Parish, Worcester;" "The Use of the Volun- 
tary System in the Maintenance of Ministers in the 
Colonies of Plymouth, and Massachusetts Bay;" 
"The Scotch-Irish in America;" and "The Craigie 
House, Cambridge, during its Occupancy by Andrew 
Craigie and his Widow." In connection with his 
library work he published: "Libraries and Schools;" 
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"library Aids;" and "The Public library Movement 
in the United States, 1853-1893." 

In 1909, his eyesight failing he retired from active 
work at the library and was made librarian emeritus. 
He devoted the remainder of his life to study, es- 
pecially interesting iiimself in British archteology, but 
continuing his interest in all the lines which had 
previously engaged his attention and making a daily 
visit to the library until a few months before his 
death. 

W. L. 

HENRY AINSWORTH PARKER 
Henry Ainsworth Parker was bom in Philadelphia, 
October, 19, 1841, the son of William Ainsworth and 
Mary (Iddings) Parker. He was graduated from 
Harvard with the Class of 1864 and then entered the 
General Theological Seminary in New York. After 
four years spent in preparing for the ministry and in 
tutoring private pupils, he took charge of the Parish 
of St. Luke at Philadelphia in 1871. In 1875 he 
became rector of Christ Church at North Conway, 
N. H., where he remained until 1886. He then 
removed to Cambridge, Mass., where he lived until 
his death, holding religious service in various places 
as his help was required, and pursuing studies in 
theology and history. He was married December 6, 
1870, to Mary, daughter of Rev. Samuel Seabury of 
New York, and had five children. His death occurred 
February 17, 1919. 

Rev. Mr. Parker was much interested in historical 
research and was an occasional contributor to the 
Publications of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, 
of which he was one of the earliest members. He was 
elected to the Antiquarian Society in 1910, and showed 
his interest by bis frequent attendance at the meetings 
and by the ^t of historical books and pamphlets to 
the library. 

C. S. B. 
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FRANKLIN PIERCE RICE 

Franklin Pierce Rice was bom in Marlborough, 
Mass., July 29, 1852. Etta family moved to Worcester 
iu 1856 and he was educated in the public schoob of 
this city. He did not enter college, but began soon 
after leaving the High School the study of the sciences 
and the elements of medicine in order to prepare for 
the medical profession which he had chosen as his life 
work. The long illness of his father and the conse- 
quent care of the home which devolved upon him 
prevented the fulfilment of this plan. After ten years 
of expectation and recurring hope, he relinquished this 
cherished object, but the training gained through these 
waiting years gave him the strong interest in the 
scientific and literary fields which governed his later 
life. 

In 1871 he purchased a small press and a few pounds 
of type and without an hour's instruction from any 
member of the craft either at that time or later, he 
began printing as an avocation and accomplished 
during his life more than has been recorded of many 
who made a business of this art. A catalogue of his 
imprints issued in 1915 gives a list of 122 titles of 
books which came from his press as well as 50 others 
which he compiled or edited to be printed elsewhere. 

His early Ufe was influenced by a radical or liberal 
movement which started in Worcester in the year 
1868, but he finally outgrew it and its evil effects were 
overcome by the influence of two friends, the Rev. 
Geoi^ Allen, a refined literary character with strong 
antiquarian taste, and Hon. Eli Thayer, whose robust 
manhood and virile Americanism drew out of Mr. 
Rice all that was best in him. These men remained 
his firm friends during their lives and his obligation to 
them was shown in the memoirs prepared by him in 
later years. 

He was one of the four founders of the Worcester 
Society of Antiquity and it is dgnificant of his charac- 
ter that at the initial meeting he urged, in place of that 
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title, the name of The Worcester Historical Society, 
aa it is now called, in order to avoid interference with 
the older society, a fact which has more than once 
' caused embarrassment to each organization. For 
twenty years, not only was he active in that society as 
a member, but from 1879 to 1895 he printed its pro- 
ceedings. £[is attention was early attracted to the 
desirability of taking some action for the preservation 
of the vital records of our New England towns and in 
1879 he printed the first volume of the Town Records 
of Worcester, seven volumes of these records coming 
from bis press before 1896. In order to carry on this 
important work more effectively he started in 1S92 the 
Massachusetts Record Society and printed two vol- 
umes of the New England Town Series. This plan 
not proving efl&cient he formed in 1898 the Systematic 
History Fund and in the nest four years he printed 
seven volumes of Massachusetts Town Records. In 
1902 he was induced to transfer his energies in this 
line to the same work under the State Vital Records 
Act of that year and under which he worked for nine 
years. More than forty volumes have been published 
by him in this field but not printed on ttis press. This 
part of his life work will prove of increasing importance 
as these records are used, because his extreme accuracy 
and his broad historical knowledge were both em- 
ployed to verify each one of the data collected. 

In October, 1906, Mr. Rice was elected a member 
of this Society and from that time until his decease on 
January 4, 1919, he was chairman of the Committee 
of Publication to which office he brought all of his 
personal interest and large experience as a printer and 
a man of letters. The debt of this Society to him is 
very great, not only because of the burden which he 
bore but becaiise of the elevation of the standard of 
our publications in consequence of his unremitting 
labors. For many years it had been his custom to cut 
from the daily papers items of biographical and histor- 
ical interest and obituary notices of national or local 
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importance. This material, consisting of more than 
20,000 clippings and arranged in such form as to make 
it always accessible, he presented to the Society in 
1917. The gift was a very valuable addition to our 
arcfaires as it supplemented the coUection of William 
Jennison along similar lines but of an earlier generation. 
' Quiet in manner and self-contaiued Mr. Rice was 
thought by some to be almost eccentric, although this 
was far from the truth. While the many vicissitudes 
of bis life caused a sensitive nature to withdraw some- 
what within himself, to his friends Mr. Rice showed a 
warm heart and a staunch loyalty, which appealed to 
them as strongly as his literary and historical ability 
attracted all others who came to know him. 

C. L. N. 



THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

Theodore Roosevelt — bom October 27, 1858, died 
January 6, 1919 — was elected a member of this Society 
in AprU, 1918. What is said of him here will relate 
exclusively to his work as a writer of American history, 
although, as is well known, this forms but a small part 
of his contribution to literature, and great as his 
accomplishments have been in the broader field, they 
were only a part of his prodigious activities. 

His first history was the first book he wrote, "The 
Naval War of 1812," in 1882, when he was twenty- 
four years old. In 1886 he wrote the " Life of Thomas 
H. Benton," in 1888, "Gouvemeur Morris," and in 

1889, "The Winning of the West." In November, 

1890, he published "New York," a history of the 
City; and in April, 1895, in conjunction with Senator 
Henry Cabot Lodge, "Hero Tales from American 
History." While Governor of New York, he pub- 
lished "The Rough Riders, a history of the First 
United States Volunteer Cavalry, in the war with 
Spain," and in 1913 his Autobiography. 
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In the "Naval War of 1812", Roosevelt began to 
preach the doctrine of which he was the aggresBive 
champion all his life: — 

That a miserly economy in preparation (for war) may in the 
end involve a lavish outlay of men and money, which, i^ter all, 
comes too late to more than partially oSaet the evils produced 
by the original ^ort-e^hted pammony. 

Roosevelt admired Benton as the man who stood by 
the nation against his own section and refused to 
abandon his principles. 

"The Winning of- the West" is by far his most 
important work, and the one which will determine his 
place as an historian. He was no doubt led to write 
it because of his experience on the frontier. He says 
in the preface: — 

In conclusioQ, I would aay that it has been to me emphati- 
cally a labor of love to write of the great deeds of the border 
people. I am not blind to their manifold shortcomings, nor 
yet am I ignorant of their many strong and good qualities. 
For a number of years I spent mcwt of my time on the frontier, 
and Uved and worked like any other frontiersman. The wild 
country in which we dwelt and across which we wandered was 
in the Far West; and there were, of course, many features in 
which the hfe of a cattleman on the great plains and among the 
Rockies differed from that led by a backwoodsman in the 
Alleghany forests a century before. Yet the points of 
resembl^ce were far more numerous and striking. We 
guarded our herds of branded cattle and sh^gy horses, hunted 
bear, bison, elk, and deer, established civil government, and 
put down evildoers, white and red, on the banks of the LitUe 
Missouri, and among the wooded, precipitous foothillB of the 
Bighorn, exactly aa did the pioneers who a hundred years 
previously built their log cabins beside the Kentucky or in 
the valleys of the Great Smokies. The men who have shared 
in the fast vanishing frontier hfe of the present feel a pecuhar 
sympathy with the already long vanished frontier life of the 
past. 

In the history of the City of New York, appears the 
same intense Americanism which he constantly 
preached so vigorously to the very end of his life. In 
this book, written nearly thirty years ago, he said: 
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Above all, the one essential for auccess in every political 
movement which is to do lasting good, is that our citizens 
should act as Americans; not as Americans with a prefix and 
qualification — not as Irish-Americans, Geimaa-Americans, 
Native-Americans — but as Americans pure and simple. 

To "Hero Tales from American History," written 
in conjunction with Senator Lodge, Roosevelt con- 
tributeid: Daniel Boone and the Founding of Ken- 
tucky; George Rogers Clark and the Conquest of the 
Northwest; King's Mountain; The Storming of 
Stony Point; The Cruise of the Wasp; The General 
Armatrong Privateer; The Battle of New Orleans; 
"Remember the Alamo;" Hampton Roads; The Flag 
Bearer; Death of Stonewall Jackson; The Chai^ of 
Gettysburg; Lieutenant Gushing and the Ram AJbe- 
marU; Farragut at Mobile Bay. 

I once asked Mr. Roosevelt what he considered the 
best things he had ever written, and the following are 
the references he gave me to the books here mentioned: 
The Foreword in his Autobiography. Page 103 2nd 
paragraph. Pages 342, 343, to the middle of page 
345. Page 355, last paragraph. Page 364, last para- 
graph, and to its end on the next page. Page 377, 
last paragraph to end. Page 575. He said of 
Chapter 9, including pages 342-347: "This chapter 
is the best I ever wrote." In "The Winning of the 
West" the references were: Vol. I, pages 1-10. Vtd. 
Ill, pages 51-53. The editions referred to are those 
existing in 1915. 

When Roosevelt graduated from Cdl^e It seemed 
probable that he would devote his life either to science 
or Utuature; later the choice appeared to be between 
polities and letters, for in 1900 he said, speaking of 
continuing in politics: 

I am by no means sure that I ought to go into public life at 
all. provitkd some T«muDentive work offered itself. Tbe 
onl}' reason 1 would like to go on is that as I have not beoi a 
money maker. I fe^ rather in honor bound to leave my children 
tbe e<|uivaleDt in a way ot a substantial sum (^ actual achieve- 
ment in politics or letters. 
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He was an omniTorous reader and a most volum'- 
inouB writer. I was a good deal stirprised when he 
said to me about six years ago: "I am not a very 
ready writer. No one knows how much time I put 
into my articles for the Outlook." He then pulled a 
typewritten manuscript from his pocket and said — 
"Here is an article that I am going over, as I have 
opportunity, correcting and recasting it, " and then he 
added, "but my work is done three months ahead." 

This was one reason whey he was able to accomplish 
80 much; be was always doing the work of tomorrow, 
of nest week, or of next year. During the winter of 
X909, Roosevelt was at work on the addresses he was 
to deliver after his African trip and while in Europe. 
This characteristic of always being ahead of his work, 
coupled with untiring industry was what enabled him 
to accomplish so much. 

He was a scientific naturalist and famous hunter. 
He has a place among the explorers of the world. 
His military career, while brief, was highly honorable 
and effective. As a statesman, patriot and leader of 
men, he stood pre&minent, while the number of his 
books and their quality would satisfy the ambition of 
one who wished only to be distinguished as an his- 
torian and in letters. 

C. G. W. 

ANDREW DICKSON WHITE 

Andrew Dickson White was bom at Homer, N. Y., 
November 7, 1832, and died at Ithaca, November 4, 
1918. He was the son of Horace and Clara Dickson 
Wliite, and his father was a pioneer in Western rail- 
road building. He was graduated from Yale in 1853, 
receiving the degree of A. M. in 1856. In 1857 he 
became Professor of history and English literature at 
the University of Michigan, but in 1863 he returned to 
New York, where he became prominent in Republican 
politics and was elected to the New York lefpslature. 
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He became associated with Ezra Cornell and assisted 
in the founding of Cornell University in 1867. Doctor 
White became the first President, personally contri- 
buted $300,000 to the establishment of the University, 
and in 1887 presented to it his library of 40,000 
volumes. He retained his interest in political and 
diplomatic life, being President of the State Republi- 
can convention in 1871, Commissioner to Santo 
Domingo in 1871, Commissioner to the Paris Exposi- 
tion in 1878, Minister to Germany 1879-1881, Minister 
to Russia 1892-1894, member of the Venezuela 
Commission in 1896, Ambassador to Germany, 1897- 
1902, and member of the International Peace Com- 
miasion at the Hague in 1899. He received many 
honors from this and other countries, and was given 
honorary d^rees by a dozen colleges. He retained 
the Presidency of Cornell until 1885. 

Doctor White was the writer of many books, the 
most famous of which were "A History of the Warfare 
of Science with Theology" and his own "Autobio- 
graphy. " He was elected to this Society in 1884, and 
although because of distance he did not attend the 
Society's meetii^, yet he sent to the Library many of 
his books and kept in frequent touch through corres- 
pondence. 

C. S. B. 
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THE INCREASING DEBT OF HISTORY 
TO SCIENCE 



Bt Archer B. Htjlbert 

. A generation ago Professor Macy said "The scientist 
wrecks his h^h ideal, truth-loving and truth-telling, 
the instant he enters politics and history, where 
beliefs and not external phenomena are the dominant 
factors. " 

Since tiiose words were uttered the natural sciences 
have been putting historical theories under the 
magnifying-glass and in the test tube to a degree that 
is worthy of remark; from what has been accomplished 
and is on the eve of accomplishment, it seems pl^n 
that on several sides American history is undergoing 
a scientific clarification that will tend toward an 
accuracy not hitherto attained. A glance over this 
field of activity is reassuring and provokes interesting 
speculation as to the future. 

In the generation mentioned we have seen a marked 
advance in the science of geography and geographical 
interpretations of history. This phase of activity may 
well be mentioned first because of the lesson it carries. 

The Royal Geographical Society of Great Britain 
was formed in the middle of the Nineteenth Century 
as the result of colonial trade expansion and the new 
problems which that expansion brought forward. At 
about the same time came the formation of our 
American Geographical and Statistical Society, of 
which George Bancroft was elected first president in 
1851. The original piupose of these organizations, 
as indicated, was the study of geography and its 
application to the development of commerce, the 
distribution of animal and vegetable productions and 
of the human race. The first paper read before our 
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American society was on " The Productions and Trade 
of Paraguay." The importance of such studies as 
these from a commercial standpoint was soon recog- 
nized, and the societies mentioned became clearing- 
houses too important in their relationship to national 
growth to remain the monopoly of scientific bodies. 
Government departments took up the work and 
ofBcial bulletins and consular reports became the 
mediums of information. This firat service of the 
geographer was a notable one. 

At the beginning of the present century we find 
geologist and geographer combining to give us geo- 
graphical interpretations of history, and the appear- 
ance of studies on "Geographic Conditions" and 
"Geographic Influences." The Humes of American 
history were being enUghtened by the Mahaffys. 
Perhaps these enthusiasts proved too much; in any 
event the reaction came in academic circles, led 
informally by Professor Burr, that master of winning 
and polite, but no less caustic analysis, and resulted in 
a number of valuable conferences in the American 
Historical Association. The conference on the rela- 
tion of geography to history presided over by Professor 
Turner in 1007 was constructive and of especial 
clarifying value. Here Professor Burr and Professor 
Geoi^ B. Adams pointed out that geography was but 
one factor in explaining history, and that no more in 
history than in mathematics can the outcome be 
inferred from one factor alone. Emphasis was laid 
on the fact that geographers were using ambiguous and 
inexact phraseology — as in the word "location, " which 
might denote either an act, or the rosult of an act. 
"To impute action or causation, influence or control, " 
Professor Burr was quoted, "to things which are inert 
is a figure of speech which gives vigor to style but 
which always involves a fallacy; and when to Nature 
is imputed what is planned and achieved by man, the 
sufferer from the fallacy is history." Most of the 
matters, said Professor Adams, which the geographers 
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call upon us to include in history are conditions not 
causes ; he warned all and sundry not to be deceived 
into thinking that it was the waterfall which ground 
the wheat. 

Two results from these discussions may be noted; 
one, an immediate result, was the common recognition 
of ihe lack of cartographical material for the teaching 
of history and the undertaking on the part of the 
American Historical Association of the preparation of 
an historical atlas; the other result, of more funda- 
mental importance, was the recognition of the fact 
that when dealing in generalities, and embracing too 
wide a scope, geographical interpretations quite 
failed to elicit confidence. In illustration may be 
cited a chapter of a book which treats of a certain 
river valley as the gateway to the continent. Geo- 
logically the thesis is sound; historically it gives a most 
erroneous impression. Commonwealths beyond the 
Alleghenies were admitted to the Union almost, if not 
quite, a decade before the route mentioned b^an to 
resemble a thoroughfare of migration, and Lewis and 
Clark had gone to the Pacific before it became well- 
known; in the canal and railway era the passage-way 
rose to first importance and still maintains its prestige; 
but for the fifty crucial years of expansion into the 
West (1750-1800) it was, historically, the most effec- 
tually barred door in the eastern half of the country. 

At the present time we find the study of geographi- 
cal influences, refined in the fire of criticism, makii^ 
enormous strides as applied locally to specific prob- 
lems; types of such studies of great value are repre- 
sented by such papers as Professor Posey's, "The 
Influence of Geographic Factors in the Development 
of Minnesota"^ and Professor Sioussat's "Memphis 
as a Gateway to the West. "* One needs but to scan 
the bibliography in Vol. Ill of the Annals of the New 
York Academy of Sciences to be impressed with the 

>UiiiiMM>tii Hiitory BoOatlD. n. Au(. ISIS. 
*ruuiaB» Hlatorlal Hisuina, ni. Hu., Jiuw 1S17. 
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vahie to historians of the work b^ng done by sach 
men as Bri^iani, Tarr, Tower, and othra^ From this 
bri^ review of the influence of the study of phymo- 
graphic factors on the teaching and understanding of 
history we see clearly tJbe debt we owe to scientists 
irtio adhoe closely to the fine art of truth-loving and 
tmth-telling; thdr factors are of genuine importance 
90 long as they are treated as factors; the conditions 
they present greatly enrieh our understanding until 
they are confounded with causes. Historians of the 
Pkrkntan type, who can command the inaght of the 
geol<^ist and topf^rapha*, may rewrite many sections 
oi Amoican history; the study of ttie rdataonship of 
the navigability of our rivers with r^O'ence to the 
inland advance of agriculture; the relationship of such 
barrios as the Berkshires to Xew En^and expansion; 
the rivaby of Memphis, St. Louis and Chicago as 
tzuis-continental raflvay termini, suggest types of 
study of local conctiUons which are being made on 
truly scientific lines. It is only when the historian 
turns tyro topographist, elimatolopst, botanist or 
hydrographer and becomes "possessed with the devil 
<tf one idea, " as Professor Parks of Andovs* once said 
oi the abolitionists, that we are in dangu' of beUeving 
that the multiplicand, by some sudden art fif necro- 
mancy, has become the product. 

In the triple altijinre of the cUmatologtst, botanistT 
and geok^t we have a cx»n;bmativ->n that will go far 
in f larif N-iuj; our undef^taniiini: of American expansion 
and the distribution of populativ^n. The stock ex- 
ample ixf settling a lonir-disputed historical jffoblem 
with a ma$Ttit>ing^-j:Us? is. perhaps, too weil known to 
bear repeiiiion. Its raUue as a type of scimtifie 
checking «>f histv'tffc.-al interpretativ-'n is too great, how- 
ever, to be ox-vri^vk^yl h«*. Dr. Feniald of the 
Gray Herbarium was too anient a lover of tmth- 
loviiij awJ tn»:h-te'.*i:ijt to swa!'.,»w the story, per- 
petuate! by a Kni^p liue oj" his:^vi*cs. of Xoisemen 
f-V.ins their shi-.xs wi;h frajv* oa the Xew En^and 
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coast in springtime. Unawed by the array of Norse 
"towers" and other moQUments, this scientist took 
back to Iceland the words of the Norse sagas and 
found that "vinber" meant mountain cranberries, 
not grapes; that "hveiti" meant strand wheat, not 
Indian com; and that "mosurr" meant canoe-birch, 
not maple.* In such a way was Bancroft's ancient 
contempt and James P. Dexter's earnest groping in 
his etymological laboratory made honourable by a 
scientist who located "Winetand the Good" between 
Labrador and the lower St. Lawrence. It is interest- 
ing to note, as a matter of professional gossip, that 
Dr. Femald, so far from becoming "possessed with 
the devil of one idea " and continmng the ravages of 
his historical research, has rather made light of his 
valuable contribution to history and refused election 
to a very prominent historical society on the plea that 
he was a scientist and not in the least an historian. 

The fact remains, however, that climatic conditions, 
plant life and agricultiu-e are being taken into account 
today as never before, and to these we may well look, 
if not for such brilliant checking as was a£forded by 
Dr. Femald, at least for many fresh and reliable 
explanations for the distribution of pioneer populations. 

The work of Ellsworth Huntington has commanded 
wide attention despite the criticism which it has 
attracted. In his Civilization and Climate he shows, 
for instance, how the advancement of the American 
Indians was checked by the fact that the regions which 
were otherwise best for them were also best for grass. 
This seemingly slight climatic coincidence, joined 
with the fact that the Indians had no tools of iron and 
no beasts of burden, prevented the growth of a stable 
civilization in the northern United States. Another 
-set of climatic conditions, which today, strangely 
enough, are far from the most favorable, caused the 
T^e^Uon of regions farther south to be much more 

,s Qood." Rhodon, XU 
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tractable, for no tough Bod could grow. Hence 
agriculture was possible in southern regions, and oni 
forerunners in America were able to have a much more 
noteworthy flowerii^ of civilization in the southern 
United States than in the northern, and a still greater 
in Mexico. 

In the same author's CiviUzalion and Climaie and 
The Red Man's Continent he shows how the Indians 
reached their highest pitch of advancement in three 
highly diverse ways corresponding to three equally- 
diverse types of environment. The first was the 
irrigation civilization of the Southwest and Mexico. 
The second found its chief exponent in the Haidas of 
tike Pacific coast near Vancouver Islands, where there 
grew up a type of culture dependent upon an abundant 
supply of fish for food and the easy lines of communica- 
tion furnished by safe and easy waterways among the 
islands. The third was the cruel, but highly vigorous 
culture of the Iroquois, centering in a r^on which 
stimulates intense activity, but which at the same 
time had the great handicap of having a climate which 
made permanent agriculture almost impossible for the 
Indians because the growth of grass in their fields 
compelled them to move at frequent intervals. 

The second instance to which he refers is in World 
Power and Evolution where he shows the remarkable 
agreement between the curve of climatic pulsations as 
worked out in Asia, the Mediterranean regions, and 
California on the one hand, and the rise and fall of 
prosperity and activity in Rome on the other. In his 
opinion this parallelism is one of the most interesting 
features of the investigation of climatic changes. 

Another coincidence jof this same kind is that the 
Mohammedan outburst, as Professor Huntington has 
shown in "Palestine and its Transformation," came 
just at the driest time known to history, while the 
out pouring from Central Asia under Ghengis Khan came 
at another extremely dry time. Doubtless other 
causes would have led to a stirring of the nations under 
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the impulse of Mohammed and Ghengie, but the 
extreme dryness and consequent hunger seem to have 
played an important part in making these particular 
outbursts from the desert so much more serious than 
any other. 

Enthusiasms, such as shown by Professor Hunting- 
ton, must be excused because they are explorations 
into new fields and hold a modicum of plausibility. 
It is easy to say that he builds too great an edifice on 
a small array of foundation facts. But many of his 
leads are valuable, and from them we may come to profit 
to a degree uuguessed by those who minimize the net 
results to date. 

While too much attention should not be given to the 
atmospheric pressure in the halls of political conven- 
tions, not even the Constitutional Convention of 1787, 
climatic and soil conditions which favored the growth 
of certain trees, plants, and grasses will give us 
clearer explanations of westward American migration 
than we now have. When the Watauga Region in the 
Southern Alleghenies was found to be a second New 
York State as a butter and cream region, but removed 
so far southward that cattle would winter unharmed 
in the open, it became a magnet of migration; the 
strong argument in building the Ohio canals (which 
benefited all the Great Lake States equally with 
Ohio) was that they gave a northward outlet for 
grains which frequently turned sour in the long voyage 
to semi-tropic New Orleans; the position of the most 
northerly ice-free port on the Mississippi River was a 
dominant factor in railway building in the Middle 
West in much the way Port Arthur dominated 
Russian advance upon Manchuria. 

Professor Turner, a generation ago, called attention 
to the limestone pathways leading southward from the 
old granary of America, Pennsylvania, to the limestone 
oases of Tennessee and Kentucky. The plant life of 
these limestone districts exerted far-reaching in- 
fluences. In the wheat-fields of Pennsylvania the 
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English hunter was crossed with the "dog-hoiBes" 
(as one of General Braddock's officers described them) 
of Virginia, giving us first the sturdy packhorse of the 
Indian traders and then the strong wagon-and-coach- 
horse. These animals arose from out these wheat 
fields as naturally as did the McCormick reaper. 
Here, too, was first seen that lumbering vehicle of 
American migration, the Couestoga wagon, as different 
from the Concord coach as the civilizations which lay 
back of them. The place of this limestone zone in the 
history of American transportation is worthy of 
emphasis; here was built the first American canal; 
here plied Fitch's first steamboat; here was built the 
first steam engine to run on a highway; here was built 
the first American stone road. 

Migration westward followed unconciously vegeta- 
tive zones, soils producing nut-bearing trees and mast, 
the pea-vine valleys and blue grass meadows and 
balds; the Shenandoah Valley in turn became the 
granary of Virginia and the pathway of migration on 
its centripetal route by Cumberland Gap to the 
Kentucky blue grass zone. When this movement 
reached Staunton and the blue grass regions of the 
New and Greenbriar valleys it would naturally have 
struck straight to its evident goal the Ohio Valley. 
But the coal measures of the Great Kanawha and Big 
Sandy blocked the road, sending the movement on the 
line of greatest vegetative attraction across both the 
James and New rivers to the five limestone valley 
tributaries of the Tennessee and thus to Nashville and 
Boonesboro. Kephart has cited the razorback hog as 
a pilot of this migrating army which made possible the 
timely occupation of Kentucky on the eve of the 
Revolution. He gives good proof that you could not 
drive that dogmatic, four-legged Calvinist out of his 
vegetative zone of least resistance and emphasizes 
that his flesh was the mainstay of the migratory horde. 

In proof of the domination of these influences of 
plant life one needs only to turn to the formal and 
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informal propaganda of promoters and land com- 
panies of the era of expansion into the trans-Allegheny 
wilderness. Weather conditions, length of seasons, 
soils, and kinds and dimensions of shrubs and trees 
were uniformly cited in proof of the excellence of one 
region over another. Washington's measurement of 
the giant sycamore on the Ohio in 1770 (done at the 
risk of his reputation for truth-telling) was intended 
to indicate merely that such was the fertility of the 
soil (which he desired to rent for 999 years at a good 
rental) that it could produce trees forty-five feet in 
circumference. 

The fact that land companies rivalled each other in 
pointii^ out the pharmaceutical superiority of the 
growths on lands offered for sale reminds us that the 
relationship of migration to disease and choice of 
settlements has not been scientifically developed. 
The effects of malaria, miasma, and kindred diseases 
to settlement making and pioneering is practically an 
untouched field; the failure of many a prospector and 
colonizing enterprise, the rise and decay of numerous 
towns in unhealthy environments, and possibly much 
of the so-called wanderlutt of the rovers who led the 
pioneer advance, might be explained more fully by the 
student of bacteria than by the historian. These 
insidious influences had farther reaching effects than 
have been recognized, influencing mind as well as 
body, religion as welt as diet, politics as well as 
complexion. 

The hysteria, for instance, which accompanied 
periods of religious excitement along our frontiers was 
part and parcel with the fanaticism which led the 
Indian "medicine men" to exert such ghoulish control 
upon their morbid, distraught proselytes, attaining a 
terrible success that, in one instance, at least, affected 
a stolid representative of the white race. The 
monotony of life in the half-lights of the forests, with 
its perpretual tendency to provoke the ailmente uni- 
versal to the Indian, pulmonary disorder, together 
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with the inroads of malarial gerniB, gave to the pioneer 
race sallowness of complexion and, together with a 
limited diet, a gauntness of frame, which character- 
ized them so commonly that the highlander of today 
in Appalachia feels disgraced by a fat son. The 
oppressiveness of the monotonous silence of forest 
life affected mind and, without doubt, body; this was 
particularly true of women, the mothers of the chUdren 
of the wilderness, and their sons were the weaker for 
it; this, perhaps as much as the toil of wilderness 
existence, may account for the lessened longevity on 
the part of the pioneer crusaders of our youi^ West. 

The lack of zoological maps of the west likewise 
hinders our imderstanding of the distribution of 
earliest populations. Maps showing clear lines mark- 
ing the habitat of the valuable fur-bearing animals 
will measurably add to our underatanding of fux 
company and international rivalries and the retarda- 
tions in occupation of zones which did not exert that 
magnetic influence. Such maps will make much 
clearer the explanation of the artificial tai^ents on 
which numerous migrations struck out and the 
curiosities of the haphazard occupation of our north- 
west; the mapping of these zones with reference to the 
fertile agricultural regions on the one hand, and of the 
gold and silver areas on the other, will clear up much 
of the haziness in our understanding of the social 
movements from the former to the latter. 

In the realm of hydrography and aerography the 
progress made in the past decade is instinct with 
promise. Those of us who have scripturally believed 
the winds fitting symbols of fickleness are a little 
confused to hear them classed among stable and 
dependable natural phenomena. Certain trade winds 
we have known are as regular as the seasons, but 
to be told that the great air currents can be relied upon 
generally to aid in explaining the seemingly whimsical 
routes of early explorers and help us to understand 
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their landfalls and omissionB as well as commissioiiB 
is altogether new. 

This work, begun by Professor George Davidson of 
the University of California, is being continued by 
Director Alexander McAdie of the Blue Hill Observa- 
tory. The work of these men has already made much 
clearer the facts concemii^ the discoveries of Van- 
couver, Drake, and Cooke on the Pacific Coast. By 
a careful comparison of the original logs kept by these 
explorers with our present knowledge of air currents, 
tides, fogs, sea-floor, and coast-lines, these scientists 
have proven that the "Golden Hinde, " for instance, 
could not have reached the latitude of 48° North as has 
been uniformly stated and repeated in as late an 
authority as the last edition of the Britannica. They 
give us certain proof of scientific accuracy that the 
farthest point reached was 43° North; that Drake 
coidd not have discovered San Francisco Bay but, 
rather, found his anchorage behind Point Reyes, which 
region he christened "Nova Albion."* . 

It is not unlikely that many of the voyages of the 
old explorers will be examined in the light of our 
growing knowledge of air and ocean currents, tides, 
fogs, and sea-floor, and that many old-time puzsles, 
such as Cartier's missing the mouth of the St. Law- 
rence in his first voyage, will be scientifically explained. 

As factors in this recasting of opinions the progress 
in study of marine life will not be without its value; 
we know vaguely that forms of life frequenting the 
Gulf Stream differ entirely from those which are 
found in the submerged Arctic Current on the one 
hand or in the Sargasso Sea, on the other. The 
proof that Columbus and other explorers were depend- 
ent, or the reverse, on the Gulf Stream for finding the 
Caribbeans, lies largely with the biologists and orni- 
thologists as well as with the hydrographers. 

*"Ao auimiuticm of th» Early VayK(» - - - uas to 1803," U. S. Coart ukd 
Osodslia Survar, Appaadii Ko. T; "Nora Albion — 1579," Prooeadinn ol tba Amerioru 
Aotiquariu SodaQr, v. 38. IBIS. 
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More than a decade ago Professor Bassett showed 
clearly how the study of the coast of the CaroUoaa 
oould be made to clarify historical interpretation. 
Probably it will not be long before the science of 
hydrography will establish a comparison, for instance, 
between our two great gxilfs, the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence with reference to tides, 
currents and sea-floor. No history with which I am 
acquainted compares those two great waterway 
avenues into the heart of America; we know in general 
that the ocean tides sweep a thousand miles up one 
river and only about a dozen miles up the other; that 
one river flows clear from a rooky archean highland 
leaving no deposit at its mouth, while the other brii^s 
down its alluvial valley four hundred million tons of 
silt and clay annually to block and metamorphose its 
innumerable mouths. These vague outstanding facts 
when scientifically developed by men fitted to speak 
with accuracy, w^ make plain why the St. Lawrence 
became the key to the interior and would have done so 
had there been no Great Lakes at its head; also why 
the Mississippi was such an enigma to explorers and 
was never ascended by Europeans even in small 
craft until thirty years after the Great Lakes irere 
comparatively well known. 

In this connection the soil-carrying power of water 
has produced sociological results in the way <A town 
and city planting that are worthy of study in numer^ 
oufi instances. The more rapid a stream's current the 
larger are the soil particles which can be carried in 
suspension. If the current is moving three inches per 
second, fine clay and silt will be deposited; at ei^t 
inches a second, sand the siie of linseed will be de- 
posited. At a rate oS sixteen inches a second pebbles 
an inch in diameter will be transported, while water 
flowing two feet pw second will carry stones the sixe 
of a hen's egg. 

This study of the relation of soil to vdocity erf 
ejtplains why alluiiHal lands have varied 
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stratified deposits as the currents have .varied, and 
why the richest of soils are likely to be deposited in 
the backwaters and the coarser near river banks; thus 
the draining of inland lagoons and swamps discovers 
exceedingly rich soil. Deltas are usually most pro- 
ductive. If streams at flood tide, bearing much 
deposit, are blocked from entering other streams to 
which they are tributary, they become still water and 
deposit their soil-burden in their channel or upon the 
surrounding bottom lands. These channel deposits 
are washed into the main river when the blockade is 
removed, and, sinking, form bars. 

ExceUent soils at all deltas had a direct bearing on 
making such spots choice land for the squatter or 
prospector. The bars in the main river added to the 
strategic character of the mouths of streams as sites 
of settlements and, often, of towns. The bars in the 
main stream lessened its depth and made fording 
safer. The main fords were located by the lai^er 
game animals at such points, and men, following their 
well-laid paths, found and used these fords. Fre- 
quently high water rendered the ford impassable 
especially after vehicles came into use. Thus the 
ferry-boat was needed and the business of ferrying was 
a profitable one. Ownership of land at such points 
was, therefore, doubly advantageous, giving the 
owner a lucrative employment at odd hours. As 
vehicle travel became common, the ferry was usually 
moved to a point above the shifting bars where there 
was a steady depth of water. Railways came later, 
following streams with monotonous regularity, and 
bridged streams on the site of the ancient ford. 
Hundreds of farms in these strategic locations became 
hamlets in the era of the stage and wagon, and blos- 
somed into cities on the advent of the railways. 
Behind this interesting evolution we see its secret — 
the soil-transporting power of water. Studies of this 
type founded on sound scientific reasoning, give a 
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basis frequently for the explanation of facts never 
otherwise understood. 

Before closing, the very recent and important devel- 
opment of aeri^ photography which will be invaluable 
to the writers of the histories of the late war, should 
be mentioned. When one considers the endless 
discussion of the past over positions of lines held and 
advances made it is not without a feeling of gratitude 
to these faithful men of daring that we recognize the 
basis they have laid for correct physiographical studies 
of the war, sector by sector. 

As no one factor explains a result, so no result is 
understood without the proper recognition of all 
factors which exert a control over it. The spirit of 
the day — our admiration for, and devotion to, truth- 
loving and truth-teUing — demands a catholicity of 
temperament and a loathing of bias on the part 
of our historical writers. As never before the natural 
sciences have become the handmaidens of history, and 
every clarifying influence they exert, or suggestion 
they offer, must be hailed with attention and gratitude. 
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SOME PAPERS OF AARON BURR 

BT WOBTHINOTON CHAUNCT POED 

The history of this collection of some ninety letters 
is this. Matthew L. Davis, for many years the friend 
and trusted adviser of Burr, to whom he left his papers 
in order that a memoir — a euphemism for a defence — 
might be prepared, in 1839 gave to Mrs. John Davis 
of Massachusetts, at her request, some "autographs" 
selected from the Burr papers. An autograph may be 
an historical paper, but usually it is not. The 
autograph hunter is contented to possess a signature, 
a legal document with seal and signature, or a portion 
of a letter cut or torn from its context, although in the 
process the ruin of a fine historical paper might be 
caused. What the Grangerizer is to books the auto- 
graph hunter is to manuscripts — a pest to be educated 
out of his destructive courses or to be restrained from 
access to collections of papers. Davis, judging by his 
compilation, had no just idea of the value or relation 
of what had been entrusted to him. The name at the 
foot of the writing he judged according to the popular 
conception of individuals in history entertained in 
1839, and that conception was wholly wrong. There 
were as many collectors of hair, last words, buttons, 
and buckles as of historical papers, and a letter of 
Washington had no more value than a letter of one of 
his generals or aides — which was no value at all. So 
limited was the market for such objects, so easily 
satisfied, and so little the discrimination of so-called 
collectors that the best of family records 8u£Fered by 
attrition, and years after Davis so light-heartedly 
drew on the Burr bequest to gratify the caprice of a 
namesake, Jared Sparks could distribute on request a 
state paper of Washington leaf by leaf. It was as 
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iatelligent and praiseworthy as a mutual distribution 
of photographs— a later fancy which somewhat relieved 
the growing pressure for autographs. 

If it is assumed that Davis had no true idea of what 
a manuscript should be, valuable for its content — and 
nowhere has he given evidence of possessing such an 
idea — then the righteous indignation of every student 
of the Burr period is fittingly directed against him. 
To dip casually into a collection and select almost ac- 
oidentally a few papers would be a procedure to shame . 
a modern investigator. Like the haruspex of old he 
must most carefully examine the entrails of the victim 
to determine the course of fate. Only on a careful 
search can the best of a colleetiori be found. What 
must have been the Burr p&pera if any judgment can 
be based on the haphazard selection of these auto- 
graphsl Name some of these pieces: the letter of 
Roger Sherman announcing the appointment by 
Congress of general officers in the Continental army in 
1775, with the reasons; an important letter from 
General Schuyler to General Montgomery (1775), 
letters from Charles Lee, Chase and Carroll, Lincoln, 
Hull and Duer to General Wooster; an address in 
French to the inhabitants of Quebec signed by 
Benedict Arnold, enjoining them to accept the paper 
bills of credit of the Continental Congress; a holograph 
letter of Israel Putnam to Margaret Moncrieffe, and 
Putnam's letters are so few in number as to be a most 
sought acquisition, and in them the spelling is accord- 
ing to Putnam not to Johnson — or anywhere near it; 
a long letter on military matters from Alexander 
Macdougall and a short note from James Rivington — 
was he a tory or a good rebel, or both? another from 
James Wilkinson — is there any doubt as to what he 
was or deserved? a letter from Gallatin and a few lines 
from Hamilton; political sheets from Caesar A. 
Rodney, Thomas Jefferson, Jonathan Russell, Isaiah 
Bloomfield, Alexander J. Dallas, Willett, Thomas 
Truxtim, John Taylor of Caroline; a fine letter from 
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Luther Martin to Joseph Alston on Burr's imprison- 
ment in Richmond, and examples of Theodoeia and 
her husband, of the Prevosts and of Burr himself. If 
such are sample pieces, what must the whole Burr 
collection have been? Did it contain the papers of 
the unfortunate — yet fortunate General Wooster, who 
did not live to meet certain defeat? Did it contain 
the records of that rash and ill-considered expedition 
of 1775-76 to Canada? The sense of indignation 
against Davis increases as each piece is noted. How 
account for his criminal carelessoess in permitting such 
a collection to be lost? It was a crime against Burr, 
his friend and benefactor, and it was a crime against 
posterity. The incident gives a proper measure of 
Matthew L. Davis.^ Fortunately the Ms. of Burr's 
Journal, when in Europe, 1808-1810, escaped destruc- 
tion and has been adequately printed by the generous 
interest of Mr. William K. Bixby, of St. Louis. The 
Burr papers as they were can only be fancied from the 
few samples that have survived. This volume made 
up for Mrs. John Davis thus becomes precious, for it is 
more characteristic of Burr than any I have met, yet, 
I insist, the selection must have been accidental. 

In another way these letters form an indictment 
against Davis and all his kind. He took unpardonable 
liberties with the text of some which he did print. I 
have in another place* tried to show the gradual 
development of the editorial function, so largely a 
matter of conscience, and free speech, and need not 
again specify the various sins which were in favor 
when Davis too successfully edited his tnist into 
nothingness. He was guilty of all of them. Whatever 
was thought of Burr in his public and in his private 
relations — and the opinion held of him in the nine- 
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teenth century was quite Impressively unanimoiis — 
was due to Davis, described as his sole friend for a 
almost a generation. The worst breach of trust is 
that which involves the reputation of a benefactor, of 
cue who has bestowed favors and consideration with 
or without selfish pxu^ose. Burr did not live or die in 
the odor of sanctity — he could not, in spite of the 
accumulated credit of his ancestry, in spite of much 
in extenuation he could himself have supplied. But 
the bad odor which contemporary conditions aggra- 
vated might have been partially deodorized by a 
judicious statement of truth, for which, from his point 
of view, the papers left by Burr would have been 
ample. 

Of this responsibility Davis had not the slightest 
consciousness. With his friend's repute solemnly 
entrusted to him he went out of his way to destroy it. 
The deliberate stab which was as needless as it was 
fatal, is contained in Davis' introduction and again in 
the text of the Memoirs,* where the morals of Biur 
were blackened beyond recovwy. The opening given 
to explain or even to excuse his public career was as 
deliberately neglected. Burr, the man, was stripped 
naked for pubhc exposure, and this was done by the 
one person whom he had long known, favored and 
looked upon as his defender to be. Even royalty 
cannot stand such a test. ' ' The generality of princes,' ' 
says Gibbon, and it is as true now as 1600 years ago, 
"if they were stripped of their purple and cast naked 
into the world, would immediately sink to the lowest 
rank of society, without a hope of emerging from their 
obscurity."* We are asked to believe that Davis was 
a creditable correspondent of the New York "Courier 
and Enquirer" and of the London "Times." Such 
an experience should have developed a joumatistic 
habit useful in biography, a sense of what is important, 
or striking, or informing. In fact he took a diamond 
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' and reduced it to paste. He blabbed and destroyed 
the evidence. Could there be greater or more 
cowardly disloyalty? 

If this journalist, of whose merits so low an opinion 
must be formed, was responsible for the quite uncalled 
for exposure of Burr's personal weaknesses, another 
journalist sought to remedy the fault. James Parton, 
was, in my early days, somewhat unjustly described 
as the "great American romancer." Imagination is 

. a desirable quality in biography, especially where the 
writer is "short" of knowledge or material and a little 
"long" on temperament. The most successful bit of 
biographical writing in America was Weems' Washing- 
ton, which savors of qualities to be found in a medifeval 
romance of knightiiood or of sainthood. What 
Weems was in little Parton was in 'large, and his 
relations are picturesque, highly colored and keenly 
journalistic — still not unreadable and quite mis- 
leading. He was incapable of sounding the depths of 
character, of analyzing motives and following the 
turnings of that self-deception which so largely 
constitutes political life. His Burr is a more winning 
personality and a more important actor in the drama 
of history than the Burr of Davis; but in seeking to 
accomplish this result he so disposed the lights and 
shadows as to produce a picture which was not a 
portrait. Even his industry could not manufacture 
the necessary material, and his use of what he had is 
often open to question. It should also be remembered 
that the Burr was Parton's second attempt at biog- 
raphy and his first on a national scale. For Horace 
Greeley before 1855 was not a figiue to be evoked from 
its partial obscurity except by an aspiring journalist.* 
Generally speaking for a newspaper man to write of a 
living master journalist smacks of the biography 
condemned by the description of a "campaign biog- 
raphy." Parton's Burr was a great improvement on 

'PtTton'i Life of Gnslay ^tpeUBd io ISS3: I 



ovGoo'^lc 



48 American Antigtiarian Society. [Apr., 

that of Davis, but yet much was required before ■ 
proper estimation could be had. What could he have 
turned out had he been in the possession of the wealth 
thrown away upon Davis I 

The historian who discovered Aaron Burr was 
Henry Adams. Alone, Burr had been studied chiefly 
in the shadows of the duel with Hamilton, his success- 
ful opponent rather than rival ; in relation, Mr. Adams 
placed hiTTi in a series of dramatic tableaux where the 
high light developed positions which, analyzed, proved 
hitherto unrecognized qualities and possibilities. His- 
tory is not merciless, but only true. Partisan history 
is not only merciless but untrue, and Burr, a politician, 
pictured by writers of pronounced political leanings, 
suffered through personal qualities which demanded 
sympathy without having deserved it. The most 
complex combination of elements yields to chemical 
analysis ; it may be measured, weighed and broken into 
its constituents. The simplest character defies analy- 
sis, because there are no absolutes, no definite weights, 
no uniform, inexorable combinations. Unconsciously 
we use false weights and measures, for we use our own 
equipment and seek to apply it to other times and 
other persons. Could anything be more misleading? 

Let us summarize the Adams presentation. He 
describes Burr as of "pure Connecticut Calvinistic 
blood"* as having succeeded in lowering the standard 
of New York politics,^ something that to our more 
experienced generation would seem impossible. And 
then passing over the detail of twenty active years — 
Burr was forty-five years of age in 1801 — he places 
him in the United States Senate, on March 4, about to 
take the oath as Vice-President of the United States, 
but one step below the office which the interested 
flattery and trained garrulity of midwives have 
predicted for every male child bom in the country 

•HiMoiy, I, lOB. Mr. ChBpiu, of tliii Shads Uud Hktorickl Bocdat;, talla ma tlut 
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since Washington firat took the oath of the Presidency, 
and for which Lincoln and Garfield kept alive the 
traditions of humble beginnings and glorious endings, 
and the voice of pure democracy preaches the gospel 
of equality of opportunity. Here is the picture: 

"Another person, with individuality not less marked, 
took the oath of office the same day. When the 
Senate met at ten o'clock on the morning of March 4, 
1801, Aaron Burr stood at the desk, and having duly 
sworn to support the Constitution, took his seat in the 
chair as Vice-President. This quiet, gentlemanly, 
and rather dignified figure, hardly taller than Madison, 
and dressed in much the same manner, impressed with 
favor all who first met him. An aristocrat imbued in 
the morality of Lord Chesterfield and Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Colonel Burr was the chosen head of 
Northern democracy, idol of the wards of New York 
city, and aspirant to the highest offices he could reach 
by means legal or beyond the law; for as he pleased 
himself with saying, after the manner of the First 
Consul of the French Republic, 'Great souls care little 
for small morals.' Among the other party leaders 
who have been mentioned, — Jefferson, Madison, 
Gallatin, Marshall, — not one was dishonest. The 
exaggerations or equivocations that Jefferson allowed 
himself, which led to the deep-rooted conviction of 
Marshall that he did not tell the truth and must 
therefore be dangerous, amounted to nothing when 
compared with the dishonesty of a corrupt man. Had 
the worst political charges against Jefferson been true, 
he would not have been necessarily corrupt. The 
self-deception inherent in every struggle for personal 
power was not the kind of immorality which charac- 
terized Colonel Burr. Jefferson, if his enemies were 
to be believed, might occasionally make misstatements 
of fact; yet he was true to the faith of his life, and 
would rather have abdicated his office and foregone 
his honors than have compassed even an imaginary 
wrong against the principles he professed. His life, 
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both private and public, was pure. Hia associates, 
like Madison, Gallatin, and Monroe, were men upon 
whose reputations no breath of scandal rested. The 
standard of morality at Washii^ton, both in private 
society and in politics, was respectable. For this 
reason Colonel Burr was a new power in the govern- 
ment; for being in public and in private life an 
adventurer of the same school as scores who were then 
seeking fortune in the antechambers of Bonaparte and 
ntt, he became a loadstone for every other adventurer 
who frequented New York or whom the chances of 
politics might throw into office. The Vice-President 
wielded power, for he was the certain centre of 
corruption." 

Events soon showed that Jefferson could wield the 
national patronage in such a manner as to paraly» 
Burr's motions to strengthen a political position in 
New York. Local appointments tipped the scales in 
favor of Burr's rivals — the Clintons — or purchased the 
desertion of his supporters — the Livingstons; and 
scarcely had the summer of 1801 passed before 
Jefferson's own party in New York had been hopelessly 
split and Burr was well-advanced on the road of 
opposition. His personal dislike of Jefferson, which 
was cordially reciprocated, soon led to open insub- 
ordination. Under dictation, but not reluctantly, 
the press of party began to hound Burr from pubUo 
life.' So successful was the attack that in 1804, with 
retirement from the Vice-Presidency in Mght, Burr, 
" bankrupt in public and private character, abandoned 
by his own party as a man who no longer deserved 
confidence," turned to the Federalists for support. 
He gained recognition, aroused the jealousy of 
HamUton and — we all know what followed. It is not 
so much the death of Hamilton on which we would 
dwell; it lb that from the Federalists Burr gained the 
idea of disunion. Ambition and revenge, directed 
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against the equally ambitious leader of the Federalists 
and the even more astute and powerful leader of the 
Republicans, were his undoing. In the flash of the 
pistol on Weehawken heights Burr ended all chance of 
regaining by legitimate means power the future might 
have held. His idea of an independent western con- 
federation, even of an empire to be carved from 
Spanish territory, was splendid imagery approaching 
the dreams of a hashish smoker. So far from con- 
sidering his career as ended when acquitted on a 
charge of treason, he had become desperate, and 
would "rather sacrifice the interests of his country 
than renounce celebrity and fortune." Such was the 
opinion of the French minister.' and such has been the 
verdict of posterity. 

This cold-blooded, selfish ambition which so over- 
reached itself is the public life of the man. Mr. 
Adams very properly confines his treatment to Burr's 
public career, using it judiciously as a foil to develop 
the position of other actors no more scrupulous than he 
in political battle. The other side — the personal- 
is better told in Burr's own letters — those to his wife, 
to his daughter and, if rumor and Davis are accepted, 
to almost any woman who was presentable and 
inconsolable. It is difficult to reconcile the two 
aspects of the man; indeed they cannot be reconciled. 
Allowing for the undoubted exaggeration of his faults, 
we find no reason to discount the dole of his virtues 
displayed in his a£Fection for wife and daughter. 
Theodosia Burr has become one of the romantic 
characters in our history — not because much is known 
of her, but because what is known tempts speculation 
on inheritance and awakens doubt on what might have 
developed. To have surrendered to her influence is 
Burr's chief claim upon o\ir compassion. 

He possessed a like capacity for awakening a£Fection 
in others — in his youth, something more than aCTection, 

•Adun'i Bi«tai7. IL 403, W7. 
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an UDquestioning confidence. The names of his 
adherents in 1806 are those of bis associates in 1776 — 
thirty years earlier. Wilkinson, Dayton, Ogden, who 
were with him in the Canada campaign, reappear 
themselves or in a son in the New Orleans conspiracy. 
Yet with what a difference! The earlier venture is 
tinged with the spirit of a crusade, that lasting force 
which appeals to the ages; and its miserable failure 
can be placed largely to an excess of zeal which had 
neglected to measure material diflBculties before 
presuming upon success through appeals to mutiny — 
to disloyalty. Montgomery, Wooster, and the lesser 
officers died in 'an effort to reach an "oppressed" 
people who did not want to be saved from their 
present governors. Arnold, Schuyler, Hazen and 
others survived that effort, making reputations of 
various colors by their service, developed later 
qualities or invited experiences which left them in 
arrested development or partial obscurity. It was 
New England that unjustly hampered Schuyler; it 
was ambition deformed under a sense of injustice that 
gave Arnold his undesirable eminence; it was poverty 
that reduced Hazen to helplessness. 

BiUT lived to share a combination of these mis- 
shapen fortunes, and in the event to have his name 
linked with Arnold. His personal bravery was not 
questioned — imtil his desertion of his fellow-conspira- 
tors on the Mississippi. His ambition kept alive a 
touch of idealism which had made the crusader in 
1775, the politician of 1800, and the schemer after 
1804. The man who impressed his college mates and 
won their confidence, was the same man who gained 
such control in New York politics as to be within 
sight, even touch, of the Presidency. The man who 
could plan the overthrow of his rival in political 
ambition was the same who could picture the carving 
of a kingdom from the western territory, the ousting 
of Spain from an empire. Yet whatever motion he 
embarked upon seems to have been undertaken on too 
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small capital — a reflection of the Canada situation. 
His political machine, sufficient for the moment, broke 
down when its strength appeared greatest, because his 
duel with Hamilton rendered its further growth diffi- 
cult, if not impossible. A social machine which is for 
a moment arrested in motion is generally stalled in 
action. His attempt to detach the western states 
from the union failed, because he aroused somewhat 
late in the day the opposition of the United States 
government. Had he succeeded to his content, his 
means were totally inadequate to his object. Spain's 
empire in America — only a small part of which Burr 
coveted — has given the final test of his scheme based 
as it was upon nothing substantial. The long and 
trying passage of Spanish possessions from colonies to 
independent states, even now not wholly accom- 
plished in some after nearly a century of effort, proves 
how little chance a foreign adventurer would have had 
to obtain so much as a foothold in territory or making 
a lasting impression on the population of that territory. 
The equally long list of attempts to gain access to and 
alter this inert but combustible material, from 
Miranda to our intervention in Cuba, reduces Burr's 
intent to foolishness. By poverty he became an 
adventurer; and worst of all, he alienated even those 
who in personal loyalty or from interest attached their 
hopes and fortunes to his career, so thoroughly that 
it was literally, true in the end he had as a follower 
only Matthew L. Davis. It is one of Davis' pecu- 
liarities that he blamed Washington for not favoring 
Burr — though neither he nor Burr can give evidence 
of a personal hostility on the part of the general and 
president. The distrust and opposition of Jefferson 
and others are well established by the records, but 
they were incidents in the career of any ambitious 
politicians, versed in the methods of the darker side 
of political management. More suggestive than either 
of these forces was that which came from himself, 
making Wilkinson his betrayer, Dayton treacherous 
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and involving all concerned with him in perils such aa 
obliged them to desert hiyn and seek their own safety 
at the very time when he most needed their help and 
countenance. It is a remarkable history, whether 
studied on the lines of heredity, of development of 
character, or of performance; and few public characters 
in the history of the United States ofFer so picturesque 
a model for a biography, such a combination of 
capability and sordidness, ambition and power, 
ruthless pursuit of great ends on nothing but unstable 
personality. Playing for lai^e stakes the cards were 
against him, but he had done his best to stack them 
in his own favor, and no true gambler complains when 
he loses. A succession of failures marks the salient 
points in his career. For his failures he had himself 
to blame; for our ignorance of little but his failures 
and for the absence of a possible salv^e of charact^ 
we hold Matthew L. Davis responsible. 

Matthew L. Davis to Mas. John Davis" 

Nsw YcotK 25th November 1839. 
Madam, — 

Some time onoe you expressed a widi that I would select 
tnta among the pi4>erB of the late Col. Aaron Burr, a few 
Revohitioiuuy Autogn^ths. With others oi a later date, they 
an b««with presented. May I be pramitted to ask their 
acceptance as a teetimonial of the pntfound leqiect aitertained 
tor your gnat Worth, and rare intellectual aeqninmaits, by, 
Mada, Your most Obt. Servt. 

M. L. Davis. 
The Hon. Mrs. John Davis, Worcester 

William Patcbson to Aabox Bras" 

PBixrrroiK, Thunday Xoon. 
[Januarr l~th 1772.] 

ntia Bi-BK,— I am juM rmdy to take bone, and therefore 
tanxK^ haY« th« pktuuie of w^tioft oo voa in penon. Be 
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pleased to accept of the inclosed Essay on Dancing: if you - 
pitch upon it as the Subject of your next discourse, it may 
pertiape funush you with a few hini«, and enable you to 
c<m)poee with the greater facihty and dispatch. To do you 
any little services in my power will afford me great satiaf ac- 
tion, and I hope you will take the liberty (it is nothing mwe, 
my Dear Burr, than the freedom of a friend,) to call upon me 
whenever you think I can. Wben I shall be here again is 
uncertain; perhaps not before vacation: forbear with me 
whilst I say, that you cannot apeak too <Ioio. Your good judg- 
ment generally leads you to lay the emphasiB on the moet 
forcible word in the sentence; bo far you are very r^t. But 
the misfortune is, that you lay too great Btreea upon the 
emphatical word. Every word should be distinctly pro- 
nounced; one should not be so l%hly Bounded as to drown 
another. To see you shine as a speaker would give great 
pleasure to your friends in general, and to me in particular; I 
say nothii^ of your own honour; the desire of making others 
h^py will, to a generous mind, be the strongest incentive. 
I am much mistaken, if such a desire has not great influence 
over you. You are certainly capable of makii^ a good 
q>eaker. Exert yourself. I am in haste; Dear Burr, adieu. 

WU. PA.TBBSON. 

Be careful of the inclosed; it ia the only copy I have. 
Mr. Aaron Burr. 

[Addressed] To Mr. Aaron Burr. 

pdemorandiun] William Pateison Princeton Jan'y 17th 
1772. Princeton. 

Tmotht Dwiqht, Jun-, to Aakon Bubr." 
Dbab Sm, — By a poor candle, with poor eyes, and a poorer 
brain, I dt down to introduce a loi^ wished for correspond- 
ence. You see how solicitous I am to preserve old connections, 
or ratiier to b^n new ones. Belationship, by the fashionable 
notions of those large towns, which usurp a r^t to lead and 
govern our opinions, is dwindled to a f onnal nothing — a mere 
shell of ceremony. Our ancestors, whose honesty and sim- 
pheity, though different from the wise refinements of modem 

"niiilad inDBTii*! "Uamoin of Avon Buit," roL 1 p. 41. 
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politenes, were, perhaps, as deserving of imitatioD, as the 
inamcere coldness of the present generation, couaiii'd it to the 
tenth d^ree of kindred. Tbo this was extending the matter 
to a pitch of extravagance, yet it was certainly founded upcm 
a natural, rational principle. Who are so naturally our 
frirads, as thoee who are bom such? I defy a A^eui Yorker, 
tho' callous'd over with city politeness, to be otherwise than 
pleased, with a view of ancient hospitality to relations, when 
exercised by a pereon of good breeding, and a gent«el educfr- 
tion. Now, say you, what has this to do with the introduction 
of correspondence? You shall know directly sir. The 
Edwardses have been always remarkable for this fondness for 
their relations. If you have the least inclination to prove 
yourself a true descendant of that (to us) respectable stock, 
you cannot fail of answering me very soon. This, was I 
di^xwed, I could demonstrate by algebra and syllogiams, in 
a twinkling; But hope you will beheve me without either. I 
never asked for many connections in this way, nor was ever 
denied, but once, by a Jersey^* Gentleman, originally of Nea 
Engkmd. I hope the disease is not epidemical, and that you 
have not determined against any communication with the rest 
of the world. It was a mortification, I confess: for I am too 
proud to be denied a request, tho' unreasonable, as many of 
mine are. Therefore I insist upon an answer, at least; and as 
many more, as you can find m your heart to give me ; promising 
in return, as many by tale, though, without a large profit, at 
least SO per cent, shant warrant their quality. I am Sir your 
sincere biend and servant, 

TmoTHT DwiGHT. Jun'r. 
New Haven, Mardi I don't know the day 1772 Wednesday. 

[Addreeaed] For Mr. Aaron Burr at Nassau Hall in Princeton 
New Jersey. Favoured by Mr. Davenport. 

[MMDoraodum] Timothy Dwight Kew-Haven March 10th 
1772. Princeton. 
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Samuel Sprinq to Aaron Bubb" 
It is & little Btrang to me th&t I h&ve not heard any thing of 
you since your examination. I dont know but you are turned 
back and out of College too since you are so bakward to write, 
however I will if poseible keep such thoughts out of my mind 
till I hear from you in particular. If you are let down a peg 
lower you may tell me of it : if you are permitted to live in 
College you may tell of it; and if you are tum'd out you may 
tell of that too; if you passed examination and have a Syllogism 
to speak at commencement if you we ahU to jnake it I suppose 
you may tell me of t^t likewise; or if you have got the jixst 
oration in the daaa you may teUmeif you wiU cmly do it softly, 
indeed you may tell me any thing for I profess to be your 
friend. Therefore since you can trust me so far, I expect you 
will now write and let me know a little how matters are at 
present in College. In particular let me know the state of the 
society, and if I owe anything to it do you pay it and charge 
it to y<ncr humble servant. I hope you will write the first 
(q>portumty as I trust you have got some very good news to 
tell me concerning College in general, and I hope of yourself in 
particular. I have nothing remarkable to write at present; 
it is very pleasant to me where I am at present. The study of 
Divinity is very agreeable far more so than any other study 
would be to me whatever. I hope to see the time when you 
will see it your duty to go into the same study with a desire 
for the ministry. Remember that that was the prayer of your 
dear father and mother and is the prayer of your friends to 
this time, that you should step forth into his place and make it 
manifest that you are a friend to heaven and that you have a 
tast for glory. But this you are sensible can never be the case 
if you remain in a state of nature, therefore improve the present 
and future moments to the best of purposes, aa knowing the 
time will soon be upon you when you will wish that in living 
yoa had lived right and acted rationally and Uke an immortal. 
Sauttbl Sfbino. 
[Addressed] To Mr. Aaron Burr, Princeton, N. Jersey 
College. 
[Memorandum] Sam'l Spring, New-Port, May 15th, 1772. 

•ViinUd In DsTii'i " Memtin of Auon Bun, " voL I, p. 62. 
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TniOTHT Edwabiw to Aabon Bubb" 

Stocebbidob, February 11th, 1774. 

Dbab Nephew, — Whether you study law with Mr. Reeve, 
or your uncle Pieipont, is a matter of indifference with me. 
I would have you act your own pleasure therein altogether. I 
■hall write to your uncle upon it, but yet treat it as a matter of 
doubt. Your board I ehall settle with the Doctor" myself. I 
will send you cash to pay for your horse, as soon aa I have ptud 
off, for my oxen, sent to the Jerseys, the last fall. Two 
hundred pounds for them is due this mouth. When tiiat ia 
paid you may be assured that I will send you as above. You 
may expect it on the fore part of March. If I had known of 
this want of yours sooner I would have paid it before this. We 
are all well and join in love etc. I am your affectioDat« Uncle 
asd Quardian, 

Tmo. Bdwabds. 

Sally's things are to be sent by the first sleigh. 

[Addressed] To Mr. Aasoa Burr at Bethlon. 

Jonathan Sebobant, Sen., to Aabon Busb. 

Pbencbton, May 24th, 1774. 
Snt, — I received yours of the 21st Instant and observe Hie 
contents. I spent liie next day after I was with you at Doctor 
Wether^KMin's" about gitting the matter settled with him 
about the rent and at last got the Judgment of one man that 
he should pay Seven pounds per year but have got no m<mey <A 
him yet and be is gone to Philadelphia so that I cannot speak 
to him. I have spent some time examining my accounts and 
find nothii^ due from me. This moming I went to Mr. 
LongBtreets to enquire if be had any but could not see him he 
bdng from tuHue in quest of money for you. Doctor Wether- 
^xxm saya he has an account against you which he expects 
will answer part of his debt and the remainder I will ^t him to 
pay as eoon as I can so that it's uncertain v4iether any will 



uprlBUd IB Dairit't "Mamidn of Astdii Burr." ' 
<Qta*. JoMph Balbmr, ol BMUdiam, Ccom. I 
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be ready for you this week or in a very short time or not. I 
am, your friend and humble Serv&nt, 

Jon'n Sbrqbant. 
[Addressed] To Mr. Aaron Burr at Elisabeth-town. By the 
post. 

Isaac Sbaeis to Datid Woostbb.^ 

New York, 14th June, 1776. 
Db&b Sib, — The Troops from Cork destined for this City 
may be hourly expected. I have the pleasure to inform you 
that this day in Coi^ress, it was moved That yourself and 
troops be requested to encamp within five miles of this City. 
The Motion was put otT untill to morrow, at the Intercessian 
of the Members for three Counties, and you may be assured it 
will be carried by a great Majority." 
I am Dear Sir, Yours Affectionately, 

lo&Ac Sbabb. 
To General Wooster 

RoGBB Shbbkan To David Woostkb^ 

Fhiladblphia June 23d 1776. 
DsAB Sib, — The Congress having determined it necessary to 
keep up an Army for the Defence of America at the Charge of 
the United Colonies have appointed the following General 
Officers Geoi^ Washington Esqr. Commander in Chief, 
Major Generals, Ward, Lee, Schuyler and Putnam, Brigadier 
Generals Pomroy, Mont^mery, yourself, Heath, Spencer, 
Thomas, Major Sullivan, of New Hampshire and one Green of 
Rhode Idand. I am sensible that according to your former 
rank you were intitled to the place of a Major General, and as 
one was to be appointed in Connecticut I heartily recom- 
mended you to the Congress. I informed them of the Arrange- 
ment made by our Assembly, which I thought would be 
satisfactory to have them continue in the same order, but as 
General Putnam's fame was spread abroad, and e^>ecially hia 
successful enterprise at Noddles Island the account of which 
bad just arrived, it gave him a preference in the opinion of the 

>Hine-iT86). 

wAdmiIcwi AtoUtm, 4th Sm., U, 1397, 1200. 

VFrintod in Davii'a "Uamoin of Audd Bun," toI. 1, p. CO. 
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Delegates in general so that his appomt[meDt] was iinanimoua 
among the Colonies, but from your known abilities and firm 
attachment to the American cause we were very derarous of 
your continuance in the Army, and hope you will accept of the 
appointment made by the Congress. I think the pay of a 
Brigadier is about 125 Dollars per month. I suppose a 
Commission is sent to you by General Washii^;;ton. We 
received Intelligence yesterday of an engagement at Charles- 
town but have not had the particulars, all the Connecticut 
Troops are now taken into the Continental Anny. I hapb 
proper care will be taken to secure the Colony against any 
sudden invasion, which must be at their own expence. I have 
nothii^ further that I am at Liberty to acquaint you with of 
the doings of the Congress but what have been made public. 
I would not have any thing published in- the papers that I 
write lest something may inadvertently escape me which 
ought not to be published. I should be glad if you would 
write to me every convenient opportunity and inform me of 
such occurrences, and other matters aa you may think proper 
and useful for me to be acquainted with. I am with great 
esteem Your humble Servant, 

RoGSB Sherkah. 

P5. The General Officers were Elected in the CongreeB 
not by nomination but by BaJlot. 
David Wooster Esqr. 

[Addressed] To Alajor General Wooeter of Connecticut, not 
at New York or Greenwich. 

Font-aided by Sir Your ^-ery humble servant, J(dm Hancock. 
Philadelphia 27 June 1775. 

Joseph Reso" to David Wooctkb 

Camp at Cambbidgb, July 25, 1775. 
5(>,— I am directed by h^ Excellaic}' Gomal Wasbingttm 
to infonu \-ou thai >-««terday aftentoon 3 Mm of War with a 
Domber <A Ttan^iorts sailed from Boston. Tbey steer'd 
K. $. K. after they t;ot out, but v* ranoot y«t \emxa thdr 
d««tituitt^>n, or whcihi^r they have taken off any part of titt 
Tno(« of the l'j>iem>\ A» ih<E>ir deeijne are so mucfa a 
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to ua, and it ia posmble they may move to New York, the 
General thought proper to apprise you of it, that you may be 
prepared for such an event. This he would have done with 
his own hand but he has been much indiepoeed for some days 
past. I have the honour to be, Sir, Your most obedient and 
very humble Servant, 

Jos. Rbbd, Sec'y- 

[Addressed] To the Hon, David Wooster Esqr., B. General 
of the Troops of tiie United Colonies of North America. 

[Memorandum] Cambridge 26 July 1775. Gen'l Washing- 
ton's letter. 

Jonathan Tbdmbull to David Woostkr 

Lebanon, 16th Ai^ust, 1775. 

Sir, — 1 have your favour of the 14th instant** per James 
Lockwood, Esquire.** Am of opinion that your return to 
Harlem with your men will be best. That it is necessary the 
Stock on Long Island etc. be secured gainst further depreda- 
tion. Hope the people and their force there will be able to 
secure the same, if not, should rather at their desire and 
expence to fumish some other Companies from the Main — 
provided they can be spared, which is probable. Will send 
your Information to General Washington. 

As to the Rev'd James Lyon*^ you mention, shall leave the 
dispoeitioD of him to yoiv prudent direction. Such persons 
are very pernicious. 

My Council will be with [me?] tomorrow shall then consult 
on the afffur. Am oblidged for your intelligence, and for the 
service you have done the Islanders. I do not get any intelli- 
gence of importance that is late to ccnomunicate. 

I am, with Esteem and Respect, Sir, Your Obedient Humble 
Servuit, 

Jon'th. Tbuubull. 

[Addressed] To Major General David Wooster at Oyster 
Ponds on Long Island. On the PubUc Service. 

"Amnieui ArnhiTta. 4tli Bm., Ill, 134. 

■A|i|KiinlBl Baovtuy to Gansvl Wao*Ui. Mtiy ], 1T7G. uid wu irith Inm in tha 
Cuuda opcdltion. 8n Dutsr, Yals Bincnphin, III, 193. 
■SnUiw, LoyalkU, II, 40. 
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Phiup V. B. LivnfasTON*' to Datid Woosixb. 
Id Provincial CongFesB, New Yokk August ISth, 1775. 
8iB, — ^We enolwe you a copy of a Paragraph in General 
Waahington's letter of the lOUi instant." In consequence of 
which we desire you to return to your Camp at Harlem with 
the utmost speed to assist in the Defence of this City and 
Province. 
We are, Sir, Your most obedient humble Servants, 
By order, O 

P. V. B. LmNQsTON President. 
[Addreased] To Brij^Mlier Qetwral Wooster at East end of 
Naaaau leland. 

SaUiT Sxbv> to Aabon Bubr. 

LiTCBnxLD, September 2d, 1776. 
Dbas Bbotbxb, — When Mr. Philips came home and in- 
(onned me that you had not received one letter fnan ua I was 
bo^ Bony and angry sorry for the hard tho'ta you must 
entertain of me and angry at the Post for acting so tidiculous a 
part and be has serv'd us just so this wec^ sat off with {outT] 
oomiog to Lichfield for any letters. I bc^ you will not think 
tn ha^'« oe^ected you when I assure )'ou this is the 6th letter 
tn hav* wrot« you sinm >-tiu have been at the camp if you 
ahotdd evw receive my first lett«r you will thai see my seoti- 
mutts on >-our leading a Solders life you will allao find I hare 
promued if >'ou are ad or wooded I will com and see yoa and 
1 stiU a38Ui« >-ou that the frightful itoia of great guns uh' the 
tbots of being in a Camp sfaaU prevmt my coming if athw of 
thoee should b» the <«9e ^xiu will not expect a long fetter wfau 
I infvvin >'\hi thai I have been picUin preserving '**">—*»■ and 
«kak<rutg >4Ii<«. I bv-Wx-v you will think it a pritty good days 
Wv^ci. fVw Ba»^ I did dm know of this oppenunity 'till jmt mw 
or 1 *H)M hav« ivK>k a bkx* baaire tinwL one peace of newea 
Mr. KvexV and 1 at« bNv>D» gnmt milk sops. Do write som 
■ie«v« «v an- «t3uvin( Ktr w»tt v>f it I wish vtn wood eon and 



ovGoo'^lc 



1919.1 Some Papers of Aaron Bun. 63 

make us a visit if it is but a, day or two the I believe I could 
peiBwad you to stay if I coud but see you. I am tyred so 
Good by 

Saixt Rebvu. 
Bobb fiends his compliments. 

[Addressed] To Mr. Aaron Burr, Cambridge. 

Philip SchuyiiEB to Richabd Montoouebt. 

Ttondbboqa, November 30th, 1775 

Deas Gensral, — You send me such agreeable accounts, 
and so very frequently, that I am under the necesmty of 
scribbling an hour before day, to announce the glad tidings to 
my superiors. Preacott*' arrived and was in my room half an 
hour before I received your letter. I believe he could easily 
perceive that I knew his cliaracter, and I had an opportunity 
this momii^ to write him a line, in which I declared that I 
thought it a duty incumbent on every honest man to do to 
others as he would wish to be done by, that upon this principle 
we had always paid attention to those whom the fortune of 
war had put into our power. 

The settlonent of the Army Accounts will be a laborious 
work, and it cannot be compleated, unless I have the pay roUs 
of every Company. I wish you therefore to order the Captain 
and Cmunandiiig Officers of Companies to make them out and 
send them to me as soon and as nearly agreeable to the inclosed 
form, as they can, the Officers luid Men's pay to be calculated 
tnm the day of tiieir inlistment to the day on which they died, 
weredischarged,taken prisoners, deserted or reinlisted, without 
any regard to any former pay rolls which they may have sent 
in, or which may have been paid off; on the back of this roll an 
indorsement of what mosey has been received, by whom, from 
whtnn, when and where.* And as many of the men, that may 
remain with you in Canada may have families in the country 
and may wish to have the money paid here, you will please to 
order the Captains or Officers Commanding Companies, to 
make a return of such men, for which I also inclose them a 
form. You will have so much business on hand that you will 
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not be able to attend to this. I wish you therefore to appoint 
some person that is a good accountant to see this necessary 
work done, and to make him an allowance adequate to bis 
services, for many of the Officers are incapable of doing this 
properly. 

Be so good as to let me have a return of your new establish- 
ment, that we may be able properly to arrange the Officers to 
the Corps that may be raised here, to march into Canada as 
soon as the Lakes are passible, which I believe will conost of 
one thousand men, as the Gentlemen of the Committee** have 
agreed to report that number to Congress as necessary to be 
immediately raised. 

When I mentioned to you to provide Clothing for the 
Troops, I concluded frcHn the letter of Congress of the 12th of 
October, (Copy of which I did myself the honor to transmit 
you) that the clothing was not to be deducted from their pay, 
altho' I did not mention this. The Resolutions which I sent 
you on the Idth Inst, order a stoppage to be made. As I do 
not know what promises you may have made, I suggested to 
to the Gentlemen of the Committee, that it was necessary to 
say something to you on the subject. And they are un- 
animously of opinion that if the stoppages can be made, with- 
out ruiming too great a risk of prejudicing the service, that it 
ought to be done, especially as a bounty of two months' pay 
is given, which altho' not mentioned in the Kesolutions, for 
that purpose, was intended to enable the soldiers in Canada, 
to pay for the clothes and thereby to reimburse them for the 
stoppages to be made, and that ui>on the whole it is most 
adviseable to leave this matter to your discretion, not doubting 
but that Congress would acquiesce in your determination. 

I now transmit you some additional Instruction of Con- 
gress, part of which you have already actually anticipated and 
others I dare say you have already determined on. 

I make no doubt but that Capt: Lamb*" will be prop^ly 
provided for. I will do everything in my power for so good an 
Officer and have begged the Gentlemen of the Conunittee to 
second your recommendation. 

"John lAnsdoB. Robart Treit Paiiui ud Eliphalet Dyar. Their iutrustiaiu >n Id 
Joonuli of the Continsntal Congmm (Ford), III, 339, uul thtdr report in lb.. 44B. 
-loba Lamb (1736-1800). 
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I have made Honorable Mention of Colo: Easton to General 
Mon^omerjr and traaamitted an extract of your letter to 
Congress. 

Inclose you some blank CtHnmia^ons, as Mr. Lockwood" is 
now Brigade Major, the Commission intended for Dimon'' is 
to go to him. 

You will please to order all the Salt Petre in Canada to be 
purchased; I wish a prudent person to be ^nployed in this 
business, that it may be as little known as possible, least it 
should induce the Canadians to think that we were in want of 
powder. 

Please to let me know as soon as you conveniently can, what 
mon^ you have advanced to the Connecticut or any other 
Troops and for what purpose. 

General Washington has desired me to send all the Cannon 
and Military Stores that can be spared, to Boston, be so good 
as to let me know what you have in Canada and what you 
think will be wanted there beyond what you have. 

I send the Sloop and Schooner back to St. Johns. One or 
the other of them I wish should bring the Horses that I sent 
Lieut: Thompson to buy. I am under the necessity of carry- 
ing Boats into Lake George, as I can get hardly any back from 
the South End of that Lake. 

Please to fill up CommisaionB for Macpherson and Renss 

The Gentlemen of the Committee will write you in few days. 
1 am, Sir, with sentiments of Respect and Esteem, Your most 
Obedient and Very humble Servant, 

Ph: Schutles. 
General Montgomery. 

[MemoTandum] Tiond'a SOth Nov'r 1776. Gen'l Schuyler 
with N. 1. and 2. of 30th Nov'r 1775. 

Tafpan R&evb to Aabon Bdhb." 

Stockbhiob January 27th 1776. 
Deab Bbothbr, — Amidst the lamentations of a Country 
for the loss of your brave enterprizing General your escape 

■liMtt. Samail Lookwood, of WaMrbmy'i TctfuHnt. 
■qJsTid DlmoD, vds to Osaavl WocstM. 
^MBt«dinD»Tii'*"Mainolrgo( AmduBuit," toL 1. p. TS. 
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from auchimminmt danger to which you have beeo exposed has 
afforded us the greatest Batisfaction. The news of the tm- 
fortunate attaok upon Quebec arrived among us on the thii^ 
teenth of this month. I concealed it from your Sister untiU 
the 18th when she found it out but in leea than half an hour I 
reoeived letters from Albany acquainting me that you was in 
safety and had gained great honour by your intrepid conduct. 
it gave us a kind of hapiBnees that I should be very loth ever 
again to enjoy for it never can be the case untill you have again 
been exposed to the like Danger and have a^in escaped it 
which I hope may never happen, to know that you was in 
safety gave great pleasure it was hdghtned by hearing that 
your conduct was brave — could you have been crowned with 
success it would have been oompleat. It was h^py for us 
that we did not know that you was an Aid de Camp untill we 
heard of your welfare for we heard that Montgtonery and his 
Aid de Camps were killed without knowing who his Aid de 
Camps ms. vrfienever you can pray send me the particulars 
of that transaction, your Sister enjoys a miHling state of 
health she has many anxious hours upon your account; but 
she tdls me that as she believes you may serve your Country 
in the buaJDesB in which you are now oni^oyed she is oon- 
tantad that you should remain in it. It must be an exalted 
pubhek ^>irit that could produce such an effect upcm a aster 
as affeotioBate as jour's. As to news you will be acquainted 
with all we have briore this reaches you. the pnsent ron- 
fbraemeDt for Canada as we undnstand it is tuw Regiment 
(ram I^iqytvaoia two firam New Jeraey one from New Ywk 
two (ram Connecticut one from the Maaeadrasetts me from 
New Hampshin one fnim the Giants, our eaatcnt privateers 
matinae ray saccesBtuU. the amttiean squadron has sailed 
(ram Hubdelphia their destination unknown. Tour affeo- 
tioBnte Brother, 

T. 



I «3qp«ct another c«>poctunity by Cmpi, Seynoor. Do not 
M to write. 
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Chables Jjkb to David Woobteb. 

N. YoKK, February the 28th, 1776. 
Sm, — I am to inform you that I am appointed by the Con- 
tinenta] Coi^ress to the Ckmmiand of the Troops in Canada.** 
I hope and dare say we shall agree well leather. I must 
request you immediately to contract and grind into Sour 
twenty thousand biishelfi of Wheat. I must also demre that 
you will suffer the Merchants of Montreal to send none of 
their woolen Cloths out of the Town, the post is jnst going 
out. I must therefore conclude, Sir, Yours, 

Chablxb Lbb, 

Major General. 
I have orderd twelve twelve pounders from Crown Feint to 
Sorrel. I leave it to your discretion whether it would not be 
prudent before it is too late in the season to send em to the falls 
of Richlieu where it appears to me, you ought to establish a 
Post. 

[Addressed] To Brigadier General Worcester, Montreal. 
On Public Service. 

Addbess or Bbnzdict Abnold. 
Aux Habitans du District de Quebec. 

VQ la raretd actuelle des esp^ces d'or et d'aiffent, et lee 
D^iensee ezceeatves que nous sommes joumellement obliges 
de faire pour I'entretien de notre Armfe devant Quebec, 
Nous avons jug6 i, propos de domier oours dans le public A 
use Quantit^ n£ceesaire de I'ai^ent de Carton ^bli par 
Ordre de I'honorable Congr^s, sur le Credit universel des 
Colonies unies du Continent: Aasurant par la pr^sente Publi- 
cation tous ceux & qui il appartiendra, que le dit Papier ou 
carton, aina issu par Ordonance du Congr^, aura hbre Cours 
dans toute I'^tendue de nos Colonies, et y sera regu en paye- 
ment eelon sa Valeur mxninale, ainsi qu'elle se trouve morqute 
BUT le dit Papier ou Carton. D^clarons en oatxe par ces 
Pr^sentes, que quiconque donnera Cours au dit Argent du 
Congrds, en recevra dans I'espace de 3 ou 4 Mois de la datte 
de la Pr^sente, le Montant en Or et en Argent. Come aa 
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contrajre, toute Fersonne qui refueera de le recevoir au Couis 
et s&ns aucun D^compte, sera consider^ comme un Ennemi 
des Colonies unies, et traitt^ comme tel. 

Doling soua notre Bignature et le e^eau de noa Armes au 
Quartier gfeo&al ce 4e Mare 1776. 

Benedict Arnold. 

Brigadier General and Commander in Chief of the Army 
bef(»e Quebec. 

Datid Woostbk to Hector McNeil." 

Camp before Quebec, April 23d 1776. 

Dear Sk, — Your favour of yesterday I have received and 
say in answer, I still hope notwithstanding the infinite number 
of difficulties of every kind that we have to encounter from 
almost every quarter, that we shall be able finally to prevail. 
You observe very justly that every piece of duty is undertaken 
and executed with a strange indifference, that, too truly has 
been the case, ever since I have been here, indeed it has been 
an arduous task even to keep the troops upon ihe ground and 
I have hardly been able to have a single Order properly exe- 
cuted, almost every day discovers new traitors even in our 
boecmas who endeavour to frustrate all our designs. I have 
great reason to mistrust Cap'n Pepper. I shall therefore send 
him away prisoner with his vessel up the River, he has 
repeatedly broke his word and disappointed me in business 
which he has undertaken to perform and from many circum- 
stances I have reason to believe he wished to have omitted. 

Notwithstanding all these discouraging circumstances which 
are enough to make the heart of a man of sentiment and 
sensibility bleed for hia country, yet let us make the best of 
our situation. I am confident that a few days will put a very 
different face upon our afFaira. We certainly shall have in a 
very few days a large reinforcement of men artillery stores 
and I hope every thing necessary for our future opperations. 

I have ordered Cap'n Palmer to send off all the vessels from 
Point au Tremble up the River except the Maria which I shall 
immediately man and arm in such a manner as I hope she will 
be able to defend herself and perhaps do us some service below. 

•■A oq^un in tlw ContiMnUJ Navy. 
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I shall be much obliged to you if you advise and direct such 
parties aa may be sent to Point au Tremble La such a nmmier 
as you think conducive to the public safety, and all Officers of 
parties will obey your directions. I am Sir in haste with the 
greatest esteem and regard your sincere friend and very 
humble Servant, 

David Woobtbb. 

My compliments to Mrs. McNeil and family. 

F.S. Sir I underatand by Cap'n Palmer and by Cap'n 
Church that the vessels have been neglected fnan a dispute 
among some of the Officers about who commands. I have now 
told them to take their orders from you. I b^, Sir, if your 
health will permit, that you would send for the Officers and 
direct each to his proper business that the vessels may imme- 
diately be got ready and sent off and they are hereby ordered 
strictly to obey your instructions as they will answer the 
contrary as disobedience of my Orders. 

D. WoosTKR, B. Gen'I. 

[Addressed] To Cap'n Hector McNeil, Point au Tremble. 
Per Cap'n Palmer. On the Service of the Colonies. 

Sahuxl Chask and Chablxs Cabboui of Cassolijton^ to 
David Woostbb. 

MoNTBBAL, 25th May, 1776. 
Sm, — We think it would be proper for you to issue an order 
to the town Major to wait on the Merchants or others having 
provisions or merchandize for sale and request a delivery of 
what our troops are in immediate want of offering to give a 
receipt expressing the quantity delivered and engaging the 
faith of the united Colonies for payment, and on refusal we 
think oiu: necessity requires that force should be used to com- 
pel a delivery. 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Sauuel Chasb 
Ch. Cabboll ot Cabbou/ton. 

■*U<Dib«n of a oomioittM ol (ba Cantlmntal Confraaa. 
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WiLLUH Patbbson to Aabok Bttbb" 

New Bbdmbwick, July 22d, 1776. 

Mt Dsar Bubs, — I did myself the pleasure of writbg you 
by my brother^ who is in Geiwral Sullivan's Br^twle, and who 
was in expectation of seeing you, aa he was destined for the 
Canada Department. Indeed from the Friendship which 
subsisted between us I was in expectation of hearing frequently 
from you; and, to tell the truth, was not a little mortified, that 
I was passed over in silence. Why Burr all this n^ligence? 
I dare not call it forgetiulness; for I cannot bear the thought 
of giving up my place in your esteon. 1 rejoiced at your 
return, and congratulate you on your pranotion. I was 
attending the Convention at Buriiogton when you passed on 
to Philadelphia, and was full of the pleasing hope of having an 
interview with you; — the Delaware indeed ran between us; 
amightyobstaeletobesurel I enquired when you desigDed to 
xetura, that I mi^t plant myself at Bristol, and intercept you 
oa your way. The oiquiry was of ik> avail. I have at times 
beui violently tcanpted to write ]rou a railing letter; and for 
that purpose have more than tmoe takm up the pen : but I can 
hardly t^ bow, oa such occasions the Genius of Fnendship 
wouM rise up to view, and softoi me down into all the tmda- 
neas of affectionate sorrow; pnfa^iB because I counted you as 
ket. I find I must e'en forgive you; but remanbcx', you must 
beihave beKer in fViture. Do write me now and then; your 
lettefs will pm me unfngned pleume; and, ior your eat- 
coorageBMikt. I pnmise to be a hithfnl eorreepoDdait. In, 
tbe tetter-way >'oa used to be estremety carden; yon know I 
am in that reepect of a diffemit turn. 

Thn will be handed >x<u by Mr. Hogg and Mr. T*Mnmg^ 
M«nb«fs of our CnoTniioo. whom curioaty partly, and 
partly bteiwes bav* tmpriVd to New Ycck. As mm they aie 
VmH«l. wtt^ble. and d«c«nria;; as pciiaaans they are worthy 
of Yvur KiiEaKl. K* ttwv posws tbe $«ciae Spirit of Wbiggism. 
TVy bare bk> aoimtataacv in Wvt:: tbey are deanoB of 
swttiiF the FV'<ni&»tx'tt^ and o«i»n' thir^ in tbe wul:!*!?- fine: 
pno^ l«k« tb«m by tbt^ iuaJ: a»i t« »»a»d. dat a«y kindnem 
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abewn them will be acknowledged as an additional obligation 
oonfened upon your affectionate 

Wii. Patsb&on. 
MaJOTBuiT. 

(Addieaaed] Major Aaron Burr, Aid-de-camp to General 
Putnam, New York. Favoied by Messrs. Hugg and Learning. 

[Judge Pat«tson, Supreme Court U. States.] 

ISIUEL PCTNAH TO MaSQABBT MoNCBHITB 

Nbw yokk the 28 of July 1776. 

DxAB HAV, — I must beag your pardon for not answoring 
your leators sooner but the reason was becaus I did not know 
Ikiw to giue you an answer, and not becaus Majr. Moncref did 
not giue me my titel for I dont regard that in the least but am 
willing to do him or any of his any kind off es lays in my power 
' not with standing our political disputs for I know let his 
sentements be what they will he must fight and am well 
aaerured we shal fight sooner then e^ue up our Libertys acording 
to your deaier 1 haue ben trieng to git leaue for you to go to 
Stratons Island for that eand haue waited one his Exelanoy 
tor liberty for you to go his answor was that when the larst 
flag was up bear that Collo paten said he had it in his power to 
offor to excheng marstor Louel for Gouenor Skeen the Ginrol 
bad no power to excheng any prisnors without the leaue of 
CoDgree but would send to Congres for leaue and did Dot 
doubt but that thay would consent and he told me I might tel 
you that if thay did mak the raccheng you might go witli 
Gouenor Sken but would not seand a flag one porpoee. 

yestorday Majir Leaueostou was hear and said you had a 
mind to com to New york but all th{el lade« of his acquantone 
was gon out of town and asked my consent for your comming 
hear as Mir'st Putnam and two Daughters are hear be as- 
sured if you wil com you shall be hartely welcom and I think 
much more likely to acomplesh the eand you wish for that is 
to see your father. 

I am with the gratest req)ectB yours etc. 

IsBABL Potnam" 
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Thbodobe Sedowick to Aaeom Bcbr." 

Sheffield 7 Ai^ust 1776 

Mt Dear Bitbb, — If you remember some e^teea months 
Bince you and I mutually engaged to correspond by letter. I 
told you then, and ^^ain repeat it that you was not to expect 
any thing either entertaining, or in any degree worth the 
trouble of perusing, what can any reasonable being expect 
from an inhabitant of such an obscure, remote, dead and dirty 
place as Sheffield to amuse, instruct or even to merit the 
attention of a young, gay, enterprising martial genius? I 
know you will expect nothing and I dare pawn my honor there- 
fore that you will not either now or in future in this respect be 
disappointed. 

You recollect perhaps that when I had the pleasure to see 
you here I informed you of a design to visit New Yorlc and the 
southward soon after, but my business immediately called me 
to Boston and on my return I was obl^^ to go with the 
Malitia to Feekskill, from there should have visited New York 
and my friends there bad not some foolish accidents prevented. 
I now think (as soon as I can leave home) of making a tour 
there, but this like other futurities is wholly uncertain. 

The very insignificant figure I make in my own opinion in 
this day of political and martial exertions is a very humbling 
consideraUon. to be stoically indiferent to the great events 
that are now unfolding is altogether inconsistent not only with 
my inclination, but even with my natural constitution, and to 
puTBue a line of conduct which indicates such a disposition, I 
mean my continuance at home at this time, (destitute of 
busineaa) is a mistery for which, (remember I mean not to libel 
the Colony to which I belong) I will endeavor to account, 
amidst the confumon which was at once the cause and conse- 
quence of a dissolution of Government, men's minda as well 
as actions became regardless of all legal restraint, all power 
reverted into the hands of the people, who were determined 
that every one should be comdnced that the People were the 
fountun of all honor, the first thing they did was to withdraw 
all confidence from every one who had ever any connection 
with Government, the necessity of which was even called in 
•VlinMd in Dbtu'i "Mgnobi of Audd But," vol. 1, p. 93. 
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question. Lawyers were umTersally almost represented as the 
pest of society, all persons who would pay court to these 
extravagant and unreasonable prejudices became their idols. 
Abilities were represented as dangerous and Learning as a 
Crime or rather the certain forerunner of all political extrava- 
gances, they really demonstrated that they were possessed 
of creating power, for by the Word of their Power they created 
great men out of tiotking, but I cannot my thai all was very weU. 
observing these violent symtoms, I could not persue that which 
was the only road to prefennent, and I have never bad an 
offer to go into the Army except the one I accepted, while I 
have seen in more than one instance men honored with the 
command of a Raiment for heading mobbs. well this poor 
stuff I believe baa troubled you long enough, pray say you 
what is it to me why you have not been in the Army? why 
nothing my dear Friend, but it is something to me. yon know 
my Dear Burr I love you or I should not submit such nonsence 
to your perusal, if Mr. Swift still lives give him my best 
compliments. Pamela desires me to tell you she loves you. 
Answer this letter and thereby oblige your sincere Friend, 
Theodokb Sedgwick. 
ptfemorandum] Theod. Sedgwick Aug. 7th 1776. Rec'd 
Aug. 11th N. York. 

Joseph Spencbb to David Wdostsb 

North Castle,* 3d December, 1776 

Dkab General, — I have sent a light horaeman to know 
whether you have any further intelegence from the Enemy 
since yesterday. Trust that you reconnoiter the Estem or 
Seaside Koad. I keep constant scouts out in the seuerval 
roads from the North River to the post road from White plain 
towards the Enemy, we have deserters from Rogers of late 
daly one or more, by their accounts he continues yet where he 
has been for some time which is about a mile and half from 
Kings bridge on the post road, the late accounts of the deser- 
ters is that be is about mouing but uncertain where. 

I designd to have made you a visit before now so that we 
might have had oppertunity to have confer'd on the subject of 
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scouts and other proper measures of defence but aa I am at 
piesent full of buoness and expect soon to moue, fear I shall 
not haue the pleasure of waiting on you soon. I am Sir your 
humble Servant, 

Jos. Spkmcxs. 
M: Oen'l Worster. 

Bbnjahin limcoLS to Datid WooerxR and Sakubl 

HOLDBN PaBSONS. 

North Castle, January 12, 1777. 

Dear Genebal, — The Massachusetts troops are fast col- 
lecting here. Matters are ripening. I expect we may soon 
proceed to Kingsbridge. It is of the greatest importance that 
the particular state of each division be known to the other. 
We therefore have forwarded this by express and beg to know 
what number you have and may in a day or two expect; What 
qoantil? of ammmiition — ^What stores of proviaon and wia.t 
are now your ideas of our intended expedition. 

I have the pleasure to be here with General Scot who joins 
with me in wishing you the greatest ha^qjinem. Adieu Dear 
St, 

B. Lincoln. 
General Wooster and General Panons. 

WnxiAM Hbato to DAvm WooerEB. 

KiNGBTBKET, FdxiHiy 5th, 1777. 
Deae Sir,— a grand Sooot, a grand Fwage is to be at- 
tempted to morrow morning. In ordn to effect the former, 
wiiich is to be kept a seoet, undv the pretoKs of a [aquet far 
the ni^t, Col. Rtras, Lt Col. Hoot, 2 Captains 4 Subalterns, 
8 Serjeants and 100 mot Erom ytNir Division, with one days 
provisioas cooked, are to parade at ermji convenient place as 
jtHI mi^ think propw, so as to march and be at St^tben Wards 
prmsdy at cute o'clock to morrow moniing. Tliey will be 
there joined by Major Bryant, aikd 280 men frwn General 
lincoln's Di\-iskin, and 120 unda Major Pain frwn the New 
York Divisicn. \Mi«n Col. Enos will take the Command oi 
th«who)«. 
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To effect the latter which is to take off if possible all the 
Forage in New Rochell, 300 men properly officer'd from your 
Diviaon must by 8 o'clock tomorrow morning march and form 
a line between East Chester and Williams's in such manner ae 
to secure the Foragers whilst taking off the Forage in New 
Itochell. They must continue formed until the teams are 
loadeo and drove off. The Raiments nearest New Rochell 
who do not go on duty had best be kept near their Quarters, 
and ready to turn out if occasion should require it. 

I am Dear Sir Yours respectfully, 

W. HSATH. 

Each man of both parties is to draw one jiil of rum. 

JoTHAM Moui/roN TO Datid Woo&tbb. 

NoBTH Street near Wbtte Plains, 
Febraary KHh, 1777. 
Sm, — A court of enquiry was appointed by his honor Major 
Genial Heath, to enquire into the conduct of Colo. Cook, on 
the 26 January last. 

The Court met, and saw cause of adjournment; but by rea- 
son of ibe memb^s beii^ called into different departments, a 
BufficJent number could not be obtained, to form a proper 
Court. 

You will tiierefore please to conduct in such a manner, as 
you shall think most adviseable. I am Sir, Your most obe- 
dient hiunble Servant, 

JoTHAif Mom/roN, President of said Court. 
[Addressed] Hon'ble Major General Wooeter, Rye-Neck. 
[Memorandum] Col. Enoe, Preeddent. 
Lt. Col. ] 



Lt. CoL GaJlup l„ , 
Lt. Col. Root Members. 

Major Russell J 

William DmiB'* to David Woosteb. 

Cbomwbllb, 7th March, 1777. 
Sm, — We have received certun inteUigence from good 
authority that 16 Light Horse and about 100 Footmen have 
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been up yesterday about a mile above Fbillipse's: as there is a 
considerable quantity of stock betwixt our Advanced Post at 
Wards, and Phillipee'a which will probably fall into the 
Enemy's power unless removed in time, we b^ the favor of 
you to detach 200 of the Connecticut Troops to Ward's House 
by 10 o'clock to morrow morning, to co-operate with us in 
moveing the stock. As the distance from Rye Neck to Wards 
is 10 miles it will be necessary that the Troops sett off on their 
march very early in the mormng. I send a proper person to 
pilot the Detachment. 

I am sir by Order and with respect Your obedient humble 
Servant, 

Wm. Dcbb. 

{Addressed] To the Hon'ble Major Gen'l Wooster, Rye- 
Neck. 

Jaheb Mitchell Vahnum to Aabon Bhrh" 

Cakiat October Ist 1777. 

Sir, — I this moment received your favor of this date. The 
Enemy have landed at Fowler's Hook in great force. I am 
apprehensive they mean attacking fort Montgomery by the 
way of the Clove. I have sent my ba^age and some forces 
there. The Enemy must be attended to. You will therefore 
halt in the nearest place that is convenient, upon the receipt 
of this. Keep a good lookout towards Nei^j4c, Elizabeth 
Town etc. or those places from whence they can march into 
Pumpton. Should you be in danger of being intercepted 
there, throw your party across the River in Pumpton, and 
defend the Bridge if practicable; If not, make the best retreat 
you can towards Monistown etc. But by no means proceed 
unless necessity lu-ges, derived from the present object. In 
every thing else pursue your best discretion. 

I am, Sir, your very humble Servant, 

J. M. Varndm. 
Colo. Burr. 

[Addressed] Ijeut. Colonel Burr, on his March to Morris- 
town. 

[Memorandum] General Vamum 1 October 1777. 

«Prinlad in IHtu'i "Memoin of Akron Bon." vid. I, p. Its. 
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Thou&b CoirWAT TO Aabon Bubb** 

25th October 3 o'clock in the evening. 

Sir, — I have received a letter from Capt. Kearsley respect- 
ing the settlement of the ranks of the Captains and subalterns. 
I could not give him an immediate answer because I was then 
attending a court martial. I wish this matter was settled as 
soon as possible to the satisfaction of the officers of your 
R^pment. The General officers beii^ employed in several 
courts martial which along with the camp duty will take up all 
their time I think you had best apply to the adjutant General 
know from him the manner in which the ranks of the Virginia 
and Pennsylvania officers have been settled and arrai^ ac- 
cordingly at least pro tempore the ranks of your gentlemen. 

I am sir your most obedient humble Servant, 

T. COWWAT. 

[Addresses] To Lt. Col. Birr. 

[Memorandum] 25Ui Oct. 1777. Gen'l Conway. 

W. Malcou to Aabon Bubb" 

York Town, June 16th, 1778. 

Mt Dbab Sir, — I have just now met with Capt. Kiersley, 
which enables me to let you know that I here. Sent by 
General Gates to Congress on a variety of busseness. 

I have consented to do duty as Ad'j General to the Northern 
Army, on conditions of holding my Regiment and that it 
should come to the Northward — the first agreed to, the last 
according to events. 

Nine of the sixteen Ad'l Regiments stand on the new estab- 
Hafament — of the stroi^est. if our come within that descrip- 
tion it will be one. As General Washington writes General 
Gates that he cannot conveniently spare you at this time, 1 
recommend your sending three or four officers to the State of 
York on the recruiting service. You know who will answer 
beet and who can be best spared. And to recruit for the 
R^jment at large. I think I can provide you with some men. 
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Ab I have not time either to pass thro' come or to write any 
other ot the officers, do tell them how I am circumHtanc'd, and 
offer them by best respects. I am h^^y to hear that Major 
Pawling is better. 

I shall write from Fecks Kill very soon, and beg to hear from 
you. I ever am very sincerely, My Dear Sir, yours affection- 
ately, 

W. Malcoh. 

[Addressed] Colonel Burr, Camp. Per favor of Ci4)t. 
Kiersley. 

LoBD Stiblinq to Aabon Bubb.* 

Bbunswick July 6th 1778. 

Dbab Sib, — 1 have your letter of yesterdays date ; The Court 
Martial of which I am preeddent is adjourned to Morris Town 
which will oblige me to go there t<»norrow; X must therefore 
desire you will direct your letters with such intelligence as you 
may procure, to his Elzcellency General Washington who will 
be on the line of march with the Army. I am in haste your 
most obedient humble Servant, 

Sfnauna. 
Lt. Col: Burr. 

General WaehingtOD decdres me to add that he wishes you 
would employ three, four or more persona to go to Beif;en 
heights Weaashack, Hoobouck or any of the heights there 
about convenient to observe the motions of the Enemy's 
shipping and to ^ve him the earliest intelligence thereof, 
wether up the Biver particularly; in short every thing possible 
that can be obtained. Yours etc. 

SnBLiKa. 

[Addressed] To Lieut. Colonel Burr, Elisabeth Town. 

Baeon Db KAiB TO W. Malcom." 

Camp near Cbotsn BBmas 
July 19th 1778. 
Col. Malcom's Regt. is orderd to march at two o'clock to 
morrow morning to the fort at west Point on Hudsons River 
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with the Begt. commanded by Lt. Col. Parker which it ia to 
joyn on the Road near [torn] Bridge the Commander of these 
[torn] -will make all convenent dispatch [torn] Ten milea a 
day as water and g[round] admit. 

The Babon db E[ai.b]. 
[Addresaed] To Commander Malcolm, [torn] Beg't, 9 o'clock 
P.M. 

Cebtifica.tb 
State of New York. 

A Flagg ie hereby given to Lieut. Colo. Burr, or such othe; 
person as he shall appoint, to proceed to the City of New York 
ot such other place within the Enemy's Lines as he may think 
proper, with the Sloop Liberty having on board the following 
persons Inhabitants of this State who affect Allegiance to the 
King of Great Britain, via't William Smith, Cadwallader 
Golden Esqr. and Mrs. BostifF I. Etting, four Negroe Slaves 
(two women and a child included), the Family of Wm. Smith 
Eeqr. and a Son of Cad'r Colden Esq. who are to be landed 
and left within the Enemy's lines. The 
th sioo ''^"*v Sloop with the hands and attendants men- 
WebbemManAbr&i tioned in the Margin to navigate her will 
hmm and Rupp, return with all convenient expedition. 
Hknds Major Ed- Given at North Castle in Westchester 
*'^i^f^^!! County this 2d Day of AugiMt 1778. 

Geo. Clinton, Gov'r of the 
State of N. York. 



three D'm and Fifes 
Attendanta. 



Captain Redman has permission to attend the Flagg on 
private businesa. 

Mi8. Frevost and Miss De Visme with one Man Servant in 
eonaequence of I^ord Stirling's Leave to pass to N. York and 
return are admitted on board this Fla^. 

A. BUBB. 

John McDonald Man Servant of Wm. Smith is permitted to 
attend him and return with the Ftagg. 
[Endorsed] Flags ot Truce 2d August 1778. 
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William Ltvutoston to John Litinqston.*' 

Fbincbton, 29th September, 1778. 
Dbab Sir, — I am favoured with your kind letter of the 12th 



Whether Mr. Erltelena has studied the German Divines I 
know not. But he is certainly a very voluminous writer. In 
confdderation however of the fairness of his character and his 
being a strtmger; as well as from the respect which I shall 
always pay to your recommendations, I should not hedtate a 
moment to serve him in any way consiBtent with the attention 
due to my own character. As his affair is circumBtanced, I do 
not know that I can be of any service to him. It will come to 
Congress by way of Appeal. His Counsel at Iaw will rei^e- 
sent it in the most advantageous manner. The Congress must 
determine it according to its merits, and not the character of 
the [Iiti]gant8. For in this instance also, " circumciaon ava- 
[ileth] nothing, nor uncircumcision. " And how far it would be 
proper for a Uiird person to write on the subject to that Body, 
or to any of the Members (who collectively constitute the 
Court) is a point of great delicacy. But if I can be of any use 
to him inaway less exceptionable I shall b^riend him with the 
gteatest alacrity. 

I am rejoiced to hear of Coiin Sally's recovery. She always 
wasa favourite of mine, notwithstanding hernuuiifoldunmerci- 
ful pinches, to which both my aims can bear testimony; and 
two witnesses, you know, are sufficient in all Coiute of Law 
and Equity. 

Your letter really reminds me of old times; and I have a 
tbousand things to tell you; but a thousand thin^p, I have not 
leisure to write, leaving the scardty of paper out of the ques- 
tion. Whenever it shall pleaae God, that the British plundo"- 
ers, hke Judas Iscariot, shall go to their own place, I hope to 
see you in j-our ruinated Metropolis. But the rascals have so 
recently [set] themseNes down in Bergen County (I hope they 
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will teach mynheer Cuyper better divinity than he preached 
last year) and to all appearances, vith such an animo potsi- 
dendi, as if they still preferred this Country to their own. We 
have at least 3000 of our Militia in aims; but that is not suffi- 
cient, without continental succour, to dislodge them. 

I have not been inth my own family above two weeks in two 
yeus. The bumness I have gone through, the hudships I 
have borne, the lodging and diet I have been oUiged to submit 
to, and the numerous strategems lud for my life, which I have 
escaped, are scarcely ciedible. Through all these scenes, I 
have not [had a] days indisposition, weariness, or discourage- 
ment [so] remarkably has Providence supported me (for which 
{I] can never be sufficiently thankful) and I trust in some mea- 
sure, made me useful to my Cknmtryj tho' (or rather for which 
veiy reason) the Tories are ready to devour me and all. I 
am, Dear Sir, yours sincerely, 

Will LivnfosTOH. 
The Bev'd Dr. John Livingston. 

P. S. The inclosed coverB some accounts and a letter from 
Philip P. Livingston with and to Philip I. Livingston, rei^Mct- 
ing their joint Estate in Jamaica, which were taken in a prise 
veeael, and delivered into our Court of Admiralty; and which 
you Trill please to forward to the owner as great a Tory as he is. 

J. Wadbwobth to Aabon Bubb. 

Philadelfhia., October 26. 1778. 
Dbak BtrsB, — Your favour of the 22d was just now handed 
me by Maj. Edwards. I wish you better health and need eoo. 
to wish my selfe better. I am but so-so. shall set out for 
Elisabeth Town as soon as Congress will let me. I am more 
much more than tired of this place. I like your prescripticoi 
will attend too it as soon as possible, my respectfull Compli- 
ments to Mrs. Peteeck and family and all other friends at E. T. 
I can fix no time to come their but it must it shall be soon adieu. 
God Bless You etc., 

J. Wadbworth. 
I am not in a hurry but Your Boy is. 
[Addressed] Col. Aa. Burr, Elisabeth Town. 
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JaHEB MOMfiOB TO Mb8. Thbodobia Phbvobt.** 

Philadelfhia November 8th I77S. 
A young lady who either is or pretends to be in love, ia, jrou 
know, my dear Mrs. Provost, the most unreasonable creatute 
in existence. If ^e looks a smile or a frown which does not 
immediately give or deprive you of happiness (at least to ap- 
pearance) your company aoon becomes very insipid. Each 
feature has its beauty and each attitude the graces or you have 
DO judgment. But if you are so stupidly insensible of her 
charms as to deprive your tongue and eyes of every expression 
of admiration and not only to be silent respecting her but 
devote th^n to an absent object, she cannot receive an higher 
insult nor would she if not restrain'd by politeness refrain from 
open resentment. The mildest of the sex feel an involuntary 
resentment and cannot excuse such want of politeness. Upon 
this principle I think I stand excused for not writing you frcHn 
B. Ridge. I propos'd it however and after meeting with 
opposition in which to obtiun her point she promised to visit 
the little Hermitage and make my excuse herself, I took occa- 
sion to turn the conversation to a different object and plead for 
peimission to go to France. I gave up in one instance and she 
certainly ought in the other. But writing a letter and going 
to France are very different you will perhaps say. She 
objected to it and all the arguments which a fond delicate 
unmarried lady could use she did not fail to produce against it. 
I plead the advantage I should derive from it; the personal 
improvement; the connections I should make. I told her she 
was not the only one on whom fortune did not smile in every 
instance. I produced examples from her own acquaintance 
and represented their stuation in terms which senmbly 
affected both herself and Lady C. I painted a lady full of 
affection of tenderness and sensibility, separated from her 
husband for a series of time by the cruelty of the war; her in- 
certainty respecting his health, the pain and anxiety which 
must naturally arise from it. I represented in the moat 
pathetic terms the disquietudes which frran the nature of her 
connection might possibly intrude on her domestic retreat 

••Piiatol In DkTii'( "Mauoin of Auoa Buir," nd. 1, p. U4. 
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I then raie'd to her view fortitude under distrese; cheerfulness, 
life and gaiety in the midst of affliction. I hope you ivill for- 
give me my dear little friend if I produc'd you to give hfe to 
the image. The instance she own'd waa applicable; she felt 
for you from her heart and ^e has a heart capable of feeling, 
she wished not a misfortune amiliu- to yours but if I was 
resolved to make it so she would strive to imitate your example. 
I have now pemuBsIon to go where I please, but you must not 
forget her. she and Lady C. promise to come to the Hermitage 
to spend a week or two; incourage her and represent the 
advantage I shall gain from travel. But why should I desire 
you to do what I know your own heart will dictate; for a heart 
so capable of friendship feels its own pain alleviated by alle- 
viating that of another. But do not suppose that my atten- 
tion is only taken up with my own affairs. I am too much 
attached ever to forget the Hermitage. Mrs. Duvall I hope 
is recovering and Kitty's indisposition is that of my nearest 
relation. Mrs. De Visme tho plain and open has delicate 
nerves; tell me her children are well and I know she has a flow 
of spirits; for her health depends intirely on theirs. 

I was unfortunate in not being able to meet with the 
Governor. He was neither at Elizabeth Town, B. Ridge, 
Princeton nor Trenton. I have consulted with several Mem- 
bers of Congress on the occasion. They own the Injustice but 
cannot interpose. "The laws of each State must govern 
itself." They cannot conceive the possibility of its taking 
place. General Lee says it must not take place and if he was 
an absolute Monarch he would issue an edict to prevent it. 

I am introduc'd to the gentl'n I wish'd by Gen'l Lee in a 
very particular manner. I cannot determine with certainty 
what I shall do till my arrival in Virginia. 

Make my compUments to Mrs. and Miss de Visme and 
beUeve me with the ancerest friendship yours affectionately, 
Jas. Monbob. 

Udnt Hat to Aabon Bubb. 

Fish Kill 8tb January 1779. 
Deab Sib, — I was favom^ with your very oblidging letter 
of the 6th inst. and return to you my sincere thanks for your 
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offers of friendship; Give me leave to aasure you of a iecipn>cal 
iticliiiation in that way, and must therefore insist as my fiist 
request, ahould an opportunity offer, you will freely indulge 
this inclination by putting it in my power to serve you; 
unacquainted with ceremony, and an utter abhorrer of every 
thing that wears the complexion of fonnality, I love to speak 
and be spoken to in the plain and undisguised stile of Friend- 
eiap, totally &ee from nnmflftning compliment or deceitfull 



Your letter for Mr. Reeve shall be taken particular care of. 

As you have now got the Post of Honour, accept of my 
ancere wishes you may reap tlie laurels I believe you deserve. 

Should it be convenient indulge me now and then with a 
news paper from York: You see I cut already ask favours, 
nor can I conclude witihout beg^ng one more, which is that 
you will believe me to be with real esteem. Dear Sir, Your most 
obedient and very humble Servant^ 

Udht Hat. 

[Addressed] Colonel A. Burr, onnmanding near White 

AuatANDBH McDouQAij- TO Aaeok Bubb" 
Head Qdabtbbs PebeskjUi 
January 15th 1779. 

Mt dsab Sib, — Your favors of the 11th and 12th instant 
wiU) sundry incloeuree came duly to hand. 

I am much morUfied, that Captain Brown should have 
merited your putting him in arrest. But you have done your 
duty, for which acc^t my thanks. 

If an officer commanding an outpost will not be very v^p- 
lant, he exposes his party to be butchered, as the unfortunate 
Colonel Baler lately experienced. 

I am verry sorry, the MiUtia have conducted so disorder^; 
but I wish you to deal tenderly with them, as they are brave 
and are very sore, by the plundering of the Tories. But 
support the honor of our arms and you own, by giving redress 
to the innocent and helpless. 

•Vristad bt DtWi "ICauin rf Auoa Bvt," vol 1, p. IM. 
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As the principal objects of your command are to protect the 
good people of these States, and prevent supplies going to tlie 
Enemy, you will not send out any parties, or make any excur- 
sions, but what are necessary for intelligence and the preserva- 
tion of your parties, till further orders. Your own ideas on 
this subject fully meet my approbation. 

In the mean time, let all the officers and men of your 
command, who are unacquainted with the ground, traverse it 
alternately, from Bank to flank and as many miles in front as 
you may judge neoesBary. 

The position of the whole, I leave to your own dificretion, as 
circumstances shall arise. 

A good Captain and twenty picked men of Nixon's, with two 
drums accompany this, to rdnforce your 1^; and the orders 
are dispatched to Major Pawling for the Offioers you wrote for. 

One hundred pair of shoes will be sent to you by this snow. 

Send up all Burgoyne's men, with a good corporal and small 
party of the nine months men, with the first deserters or 



The Serjeant's parties of the Militia, who are to join you, 
will l^ their engagements be under the Continental Articles of 
war. If any of the Militia who may go out on scouts, ot 
parties with your's, will not submit to the Articlee of war and 
your ord«s, dont suffer them to go inih them; nor to appro- 
priate any plunder; but order it to be given to the Continental 
Troops, and those who shall submit to those Articles. 

If any of the Militia marauder, send them up to me, with a 
guard. They must not be suffered to violate civil and military 
law. The Legislature is the proper authority, to enable them 
to make reprisals. For whatever disorders they commit in 
front of your tines, will be placed by the Enemy to your 
account. 

In all doubtfull questions, which may arise on my orders as 
to the limit or legality of plunder, in your front, I authorise 
you, to be the aoU judge. In the exerdse of this trust, it is my 
wish, you should lean to the honor of our arms. 

A surgeon is directed to attend your party; when he arrives, 
please to advise me of it, ihat I may be relieved from all 
anxiety about you, and your Corps. 
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It you are not supplied with rum, before a quantity of it 
arrives here, we ahall not forget you. 

If your Horeemen are mounted and appointed aa well as 
your Horse Guidea, they will receive the same pay. 

If the oxen at Mr. Hunter's are not in workii^ order, put 
them in the care of your Forage Master, till they are. 

If you can get the articles taken from the inhabitants, in the 
late expedition restored; let the Militia oEF for that offence; 
when you get things in train, I flatter myself you will not have 
any future trouble with them. But the Officers of the Regular 
Troops, must be rigorously dealt with according to our martial 
Law. 

As you and the Commisaary will be in tbe rear of the whole, 
the nine months men, worse aliod than tbe other troops may 
serve till I have more leisure to compleat your Corps. 

Dont omit sending to me all the news papers you can pro- 
cure. 

I am 80 borne down with correspondence, I can only addi 
that I am Your affectionate humble Servant, 

Alex's McDouqall. 
Lieut. Colonel Burr. 

F. 8. I fear the Piquets from your Parties are too fur 
advanced from tiiem. The distance ought not to exceed half 
a mile, at night. And the quarters of the Piquets should be 
changed every night, after dark — frequent patroles from each 
give the best security. 

I submit it to your consideration whether it would not be of 
service, to have a quantity of old rags collected, at each party 
and piquet, for the Patroles to muiBe their feet with in frosty 
weather, when there is no snow on tbe ground. It will 
prevent their being beared by the Enemy, and your's will 
hear those of the Enemy if there are any near them. 
[Memorandum} Gen'l McDougall 15th Jan. 1779. 
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BiCHAKD Plait to A&bon Bubs.*" 

HSAD QUABTBBS PbBKSCILL 

February 25th 1779. 

SiH, — The General wishes you to detain the best officers and 
men for five compleat parties of 60. And as soon aB Major 
Hull can be made acquainted with your Posts and the nature 
of the Command, he desires you will ride up to Head Quarters 
if there is no probability of a movement from below, and he 
will concert with you such measures as shall be thought ex- 
pedient. 

The Combustible Balls are not yet come to hand. 5 or 6 
Boxes of Ammunition will be sent down to Tarry Town by 
water the fint opportunity. 

Tis necessary that Doctor Eustis, if not at the Plains, 
should be sent for. 1 am. Sir, Your most Obedient Servant, 
BiCHABD Platt, Adjt. 

P. S. Please to inform the General whether Col. Poor's 
men have accompliah'd the buainesa they were sent upon, or 
not. 
Lieut. Colonel Burr. 

Mrs. J[anet] Mohtooubbt*^ to Aabon Burk." 

Ryhkbkkk, March 7. [1779] 

Seb, — I should before this have answer'd your obliging 
letter had not the marriage of my eldest sister intirely taken 
up my time. 

I no^ return you Sir, many thanks, for your kind offers of 
service, the sincerity with which they were made, would 
have alowed me to accept them without fears of pving you 
trouble, had 1 not determined to run no more risques, as 1 have 
been very unfortunate in my ventures that way. 

You have awakened all my aencibility, by the praises you 
bestow'd on my unfortunate General. He was indeed an 
angle lent us, for a mtmient. Alas I for met that this world 
was not more worthy of him, then bad I still been the happiest 
of wcmien; and his friends in stations moreequal to their merits. 
Reflections like these imbitters continually each day as it 

•ViiMad io OkTWi ". 
"Hn. Rkhard Uonti 
■VrioMd in Davia'i "Memajn ol 
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I, but I trust in the same MercifuU hand vhich has bdd 
me fnnn nnking, in my extreem calamity, that he will still 
Buport, and make me more vorthy of a bleeaed meeting 



Can you excuse Sir the overflowings of a heart that knows 
not where to stop when on a subject so interesting. 

Mr. Tatard tells me you mean to qmt the Serrioe. When 
ever tiiat happens you will doubUew have leasure to pay us a 
visit, which I wish you to beleive will ^ve real pleasure to 
Sir, your obliged, 

J. MoNTooiaatT. 

[Addreeaed] Colonel Burr. To the caie of Col. Hays, 
Fishkills. Rec'd Fishkill 2lBt March 79, and forwarded by 
Sir, your humble servant. S. Loudon. To Uk care of 
Gen'I McDougall. 

[Memcoandtmi] Mrs. Montgonery 7th March 1770. 

Gbobqb Washinoton to Mbs. Thsodosia Pbovobt." 

Hkad Quabtebs, Middlbbrooe 

19th May 1779. 

MAnAH, — It is mud) to be regreted, that the pkasure of 

obqring the first emotions in favor at misfortune, is not 

ahrays in our poww. I should be h^ipy, could I consider 

myadt at liberty to comply with your request, in the case <A 

your brother, lib. Peter De Visme. But, as I have heretofore 

taken no direction in the diqraeal of marine prisoners, I cannot 

with propriety, interfere on the {weeent occasion; however 

great the satisfaction I ^Kiuld feel in obliging, where you are 

intwested. Your good sense will pooeive this, and find a 

sufficient excuse in the delicacy of my 8ituati<Mi. 

I have the buior to be. Madam, Your most obedient and 
humble servant, 

Gno. WAsmNoioH. 
Mn. Provost. 
(Addressed] Mis. Provoet, Homitage, FMamus. 
WiLLUM Hdu.** TO Aason Bcbsl. 

29 May 1779. 
Dkab Sm,— Your tavon of this day have just received, 
shall send IVit-kman this aftemocyn. Am aony you do not 
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nuke me ft visit, as the distance is souUl. Shall not trouble 
you with any dispaches to the eastward at present. Have 
this day applied to the General for permieeion to make a tour 
to Connecticut, and should it be granted, ah&ll hope to see you 
at Hartford. If not, must beg you to mention me to any 
acquaintance of both sexes as affectionately as it is possible 
for them to ask after me. The ground you so long defended 
is now left to the depredation of the Enimy, and our frienda 
in distressing circumstances. However they have good Efnrits, 
and are determined to defend themselves. 

Since you left me, have had an excellent body of troops, 
aimed and accoutred in the best manner. Am now at tiie 
Mouth of Croton with tmly two Companies. I am Dear Sir 
with mudi esteem your very humble Servant, 

Wu. Hull. 

[Addressed] Col. Burr, Peekskill. 

Abthdb St. CiiAm to Aabon Buna'* 
Col. Burr being on urgent pubUc business, must be put 
across the Ferry to Fish Kill'* T^nijing without a mocosota 
delay. Given at Pompton 3rd June 1779. 

A'b St. Claib, Maj'b Gbn'l. 

The Qr. Master and Commissary, at Newbury or N. 

Windsor will receive and observe as my orders, the verbal 

directions delivered by Col. Burr. Given at Pompton 3d 

June 1779. 

A'b St. Claib, Maj'r Oen'l. 
[Memorandum] Genl. St. Clair 3rd June 1779. 
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RoBEBT Tboup to Aakon Bubb." 

Pbinceton, April 27. 1780. 

Mt dbab Bubb, — I wrote to you yesterday and happened 
to put the letter into the Post Office a httle after the post had 
gone. In that letter I requested you to c(une here as soon as 
possible for it was h^hly probable that I should leave Prince- 
ton entirely and determine to follow otu* original plan. The 
event has confirmed my conjecture. I came here from 
General Morris's yesterday and exerted all the influence I was 
master of to get new lodgings; but could not, without lodging 
in the town which would be disagreeable to me on many 
accounts. I have now given over all thoughte of staying here 
and having an excellent pretext for changing my ground I 
shall write to Mr. Stockton who is still in Philadelphia and 
acquaint him with my intentions of going away. Nothing is 
therefore wanting but yourself with a horse and chair to make 
me completely happy. I wish to God I could push off east- 
ward inunediately but I cannot. I have no horse, neither is 
it practicable to borrow or hire one. I must then wait for you 
and I request you in the most pressing terms to lose not a 
moment's time in coming for me at General Morris's about 
ux miles from this at Sourland near Colonel Vandyke's Mill 
on the road to Somerset where I shall wait impatiently for you. 
I am extremely uneasy lest this should reach you after you 
have left home and begun your journey northward. In that 
case I shall be very unfortunate and to prevent too great a 
delay I shall write to Mr. Reeves at Litehfield and enclose him 
a letter for you and desire him to forward it to you wherever 
you are with all expedition. I shall likewise enclose another 
letter for you and send it to Mrs. Prevost who will be kind 
enough to give it to you the moment you arrive there. 

If we once get together I hope we shaJl not be soon parted. 
It would afford me the greatest satisfaction to live with you 
during life. 

How shall I have my trunk transported to the eastward? 
On this and many other matters I shall want to consult you 
when we meet, God grant our meeting may be soon. Adi«il 

•■MnM is Dnit'i "Mwooin of Auts Bun." vol. I, p. IM. 
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You have my best and fervent wishee for the recovery of your 
health and every other happiness. My compliments to all 
friends. 

Rob. Tboup. 

P.S. I can't think tA studying [until] I am settled with you. 
Col. Burr. 

[Addressed] CoL Aaron Burr at Mr. Titus Osmer's, Middle- 
town, Connecticut, Per post. 

[Memorandum] R. Troup, 27th Apl. Rec'd F. Field 12tb 
May. post. 

Silas Dkanb to Baeon Rottenboitro. 

Pabjb November 15th 1780. 

Sm, — I received your letter ol the 25th ulto. only two days 
since, and should have replied to your former in course had it 
been in my power to do it satisfactorily, which it was not, nor 
onhapinly is at present. I know that the State of New York 
have passed an Act for the Sequestration of Estates of certiun 
Absentees who have joined the Enemy, but how extensive 
the Act is, 1 do not know, when I left America (I bad re- 
maned for six months in Virginia previous to my sailing) I 
had not beard of any estates havii^ been put to sale. I have 
not nor can I procure a copy or abstract of their Act, nor have 
I ever seeo it. I presume, however, that your readiest way to 
proceed, is to go direct to America, and apply to the Govern- 
ment of New York; or if you cannot do that to send over to 
the Governor a State of your Claim and inform of your 
intentions of settling and of becomii^ a subject of that State 
as soon as possible.'' 

The Manufacture of Salt Petre is certainly an object of very 
considerable importance, and I think must at all tunes answer 
well in America, every new branch of manufacture and com- 
merce introduced is of real service to a new country like 
America; and therefore I wish you to succeed in your attempts 
of that kind. I have the honor to be with respect, Sir your 
most obedient and very buinble-Servant, 

S. De:ane!. 
[Addressed] A Monsieur Le Baron Rottenbou^, ancien 
Colonel et actuellement directeur des Vitri&res Royales & 
Mont Aimart en Dauphin^. 
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Certificate of Marriage." 

I do hereby certify that Aaron Burr of the State of N. Y<»k 
Eaqr. and Theodoaia Prevoet of Bergen County, State (A N. 
Jersey widow were by me jcuned in lawful wedlock on tlie 
Becond day of July instant. Given under my hand tias raxth 
day of July 1782. 

B'n Van Deb Lbodb. 
John Sloss Hobabt to Aabon Bubb. 

Db&b Sir, — I had taken a present my sincerest congratuUr 
tions on the event*" which Fredrick this moment announced 
to me, which I do most heartily, when gov'r Clinton desired 
me to present you his compliments of felicitation on the 
occauon and to inform you that tJbe pressing sollicitude of the 
Commander in Cheif to prevent all communication with New 
York renders it altogetlier improper for him to o(Hnp^ with 
your request at present, he would have written to you him- 
self but is very much hurried as the L^islature is on the pinnt 
of adjourning. 

It is 00 daA I can scarcely see sufficient to assure you that I 
am with the wanneet esteon, Your most obedient Servant, 
John Sloss Hobabt. 
C<dl.Bunr. 

(Addressed] Coll. Aaron Buir. Mr. Provost. 

Gbnkbal Samuxl H. Pabsons to Captain Thokas WooerEB. 
25th November, 1782. 

Sm, — I have 1^ ninety pounds fw you which ctMnee to 
105£ if I have computed li^t @ 4/6. if you can send me 
aOO£ or 250£ m<H« at the same late I believe I can ^ve you 
the money in about a month. I have left a reoeit with my 
wife which you will please to sign on reo^ving the money, and 
leave me a line whither I may depend tm 200 or 300£ more: 
and when that I may not disappoint you in the cadi: I shall 
know this week when I can have the lands and will inf onn you 
to provide for that event in aeasui. 

I am && Your obedient Surrant, 

Sam^ H. Pabsonb. 
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P. 8. The notes for this money must be bad by the last of 
next week: if you cant procure them by that time: I must not 
take them as tiie money or notes must be returned to the 
owner by that time, you will know whither you can take the 
money on that condition. 

S.P. 

32 half Joannes £76.16 

44 Dollars 13: 4 

£90: 
I have sent you £90.0.0 if you cant crauply with the time as 
above expressed you will please to return it. Yours, 

8. H. Pahsonb. 

8AUUIIL Alliitn Otis to Aabon Bubb. 

Mt. Otifi's CkHupliments to Coll Bur and lady and thanks 
them for their polite reception of bim at Albany. 

Should it comport with their convenience or pleasure 
nothing would make him more happy than an opportimity of 
returning their civilities at Boston, and hopes the appreh^i- 
sions of the river becomeing unpassable from the approaching 
wannth of the day will be his apology for an early and un- 
eennonious departure. 
Saturday Morning, [March, 1783]. 
My Dear Sir 

I was closeing th^ within when your smileiTig lovely boy 
handed yours of this morning and am mortified at the trouble 
I have given him and yourself, be assured Sir a heart easily 
impressed with friendly offices, will not forget yoms, and the 
fresh obligations you lay me under. I had such a chafscter 
of Mrs. Burr as induced me to expect the graces of a most 
amiable person in your good Lady. I tiiink better of the 
world for gtveing the tribute of piuse where am convinced 
from my own observation it belongs. 

Present me with every expression of respect and esteem to 
her. 

You know my original plan was to be early in the week at 
Pittsfield. Some appointments of business must be observed. 
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Which as I travel slowly will be my apology for not returning. 
But in the pleaseing expectation of meeting you at Cloveric am 
Your most humble Servant 

Sam a. Otis 

Jaues Rivinotok to Aabon Burb. 

N. York Oct. 1. 1783. 
Permit me, Good Sir, to apply to you for a copy of the 
Indictment preferred against me. I wish to see its purport 
before I leave N. York, which I intend to do on the 16th Inst. 
I wrote to you some time since but my letter was not properly 
directed. I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant. 

James Rivinotok. 
[Addressed] Aaron Burr Esq., Attomey-at-Law, at Albany. 

Tuesday Evenii^ [May , 1785.]" 
Mrs. Wickham just called to tell me of an opportunity to 
Chester, how joyfully I embrace it. I had a most insupportable 
impatience to communicate to you my gratitude and thanks 
for your last visit, it was a cordial to my health and epirits, a 
bahn to my soul, my mind is flushed with pleasii^ hopes — 
ten thousand tender thoughts rush to my pen, but the bearer 
may prove faithless. I will suppress them to a happier 
moment, and anticipate the dear iudiilgence. 

The hohdays are a check to finishing, the family as you left 
it, Their health and spirits encrease daily. B. industry 
and utihty is striking to the family and strangers. Johnston 
returned yesterday, your letter was as eagerly read as tho' 
I had not seen you. write when you have leisure, if it does not 
reach me immediately it will serve to divert some tedious 
moment in a future absence — even when you are at home 
engrossed by business, I frequently find a singular pleasure in 
perusing those testimonies of afTection. I find 1 am con- 
tinually speaking of myself. I can only account for it from 
Aaron's having persuaded me 'tis his favorite subject, and the 
extreme desire I have to please him enducea me to pursue it. 
I take no walks but up one stairs and down the other, the 
situation of my house will not admit of my seeing many 

•■Printad in Dftvia'i " Manaii* of Avon Burr, " ToL I, p. MO. 
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Tudtors. I hope some arrangements will be accomplished by 
the next week. 

A packet from Sill, he writes like a happy man, not the 
h^>py man of a day, or I am much deceived in him. She is 
certainly to be ranked among the fortunate. I wish she may 
be sensible of her lot. 

I have fixt the time of seeing you till satiu^y. I will hope 
the best. I cannot extend my calculations beyond it, four 
days of your absence is an age to come, don't be too solicitous 
pour la viate d'une jeune personne. J'en suis parfaitement 
d^At^, evites la c'il est possible. My compliments to your 
chum, and who else you please, penses avec tendresse de 
la votre. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr. 

[Memorandum] Sop: — May 85. Chester. 

Tuesday Evening, [27th Sept. 1785]." 
I have coimted the hours till evening, since that the minutes 
and am still on the watch the stage not arrived; 'tis a cruel 
delay your healtii, your dear health your tender frame how 
are they supported? anxiety obliterates every other idea, 
every noise stops my pen, my heart flutters with hope and 
fear, the pavement from this to Capes are kept warm by the 
faouly — every eye and ear ingrossed by expectation — my 
mind in too much trepidation to write. I resume my pen 
after another messenger in vain. I will try to tell you that 
those you love are well, that the Boys are very dihgent, 
Ireson gone to West Chester. My new medicine will I flatter 
mjmelf prove a lucky one. Sally amazingly encreased Fream 
at woi^ at the roof, he thinks it too flat to be secured. The 
back walls of the house struck thro' with the late rain. M. Y. 
still at Miss W. You must not expect to find dancing on 
Thursday night, 1 should think it s d^ree of presumption to 
make the necessary preparations without knowii^ the state 
of your health. Should this account prove favorable, I still 
think it best to delay it as the stf^ is very irregular in its 
return, that of Saturday did not arrive till Sunday morning, 
brought an unfavorable accoimt of the roads, thus you prob- 

■■PrisMdiiiDiTii'("MamainofAaroa Burr," vol. 1, p. 271. 
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ably would not partake, nor would I wish epectators to check 
my vigilance, or divide that attention which is ever insuffident 
when thou art the object. 01 my Aaron how impatient I am 
to welcome thy return, to anticipate thy will, and receive thy 
loved commands. 

The clock strikes eleven, no stage. My letter must go. I 
have been three hours writing or attempting to write this 
imperfect scrawl. The Children desire me to speak their 
affection. Mamma will not be foi^t, she really shares my 
aiudousness. Tout jour plus ardentement 

la votre. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr Esqr., Albany," per stage. 

Elisha Boudinot to Aabon BxniB. 

New Abk IS June, 1789. 
Sib, — Mr. Waimsly has returned tram Mr. Ogilvie iriio 
insists upon the Execution of Schoonmaker's being dischazged 
first. Will you therefore be kind enough to send by Mr. 
Bumet a calculation of the debt and costs due on that execu- 
tion, aa they are to meet on Saturday to endeavor to settle it. 
I am with esteem, Dear Sir, Your most Obedient Servant, 
T'^-TftiT* BovDraoT. 
Col. Burr. 

[Addressed] Col. Aanm Burr, CouD8eDor«tr4aw, New YchIe. 
Favtved by Mr. Burnet. 

To Mas. Aason Bubb 

niilada, 26th Apr, 1792 

I have at luigth the pleasure to aasuie yon that both honsee 
of Consraes have concurred in a reeohitioD to adjourn on the 
fifth of M^r, which is I think Saturday of next week. I could 
have wudnd aa eariin day, yet it is a greftt rdirf to me to kxA 
tonraid to a colain time. I was so fortunate as to have been 
in Senate Yceterday to promote this tytit^tMt^ object. 

The mail irtkich Mt you on Tuesday Morning brought me 
no letter ffttra >-ou, of irtiidi indeed I nmd not to inform yon, 
it is not amiss howerer that you should knonr the chsappoint- 
nent tome. 

•n* «m4 'Mtaar' a iMil •« *N< -Nm Tofe' «■)■» to - ^rf. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Adams left this place on Tuesday and will be 
in New York about the time this will reach you. You will 
Dot forget the leet. 

My Confessor is to be with me this Moming to settle terms. 
Most Affect. Yrs. 

A. BUEB. 
I have formed some very hostile resolutions if you do not 
continue the Use of certain Temediea: — resolutiona which are 
perhaps most easily formed, and kept, at the Distance of 100 
Miles. 
Mrs. Burr, No. 4 Broadway, 

New York. 

Benjamin Rush to Aabon Bubb." 

Fhiladelfhia, September 24th, 1792. 

Dbab Sir, — This letter will be banded to you by Mr. 
Beckly. He possesses a fund of information about men and 
things, and what is more in favor of his prindples, he possesses 
the confidence of our two illustrious patriots Mr. Jefferson and 
Mr. Madison. 

The republican ferment continues to work in our State, and 
the time I think is ai^roaohing very fast when we shall uni- 
versally reprobate the nuudm of sacrificing pubhc justice and 
national gratitude to the interested ideas of stockjobbers and 
brokers whether in or out of the legislature of the United 
States. 

Your friends every yrh&re look to you to take an active part 
in ronoving the monarchical rubbish of our government. It 
is time to speak out — or we are undone. The Assodation in 
Boston augurs weU. Do feed it by a letter to Mr. S. Adams. 
My letter will serve to introduce you to him, if enclosed in one 
frcon yourself. 

Have you got the deed completed? I hope nothing will 
prevent an issue being g^ven to that business this fall. 

Mrs. Rush joins in best CompUments to Mrs. Butr with 
Dear Sir, Yours sincerely, 

Benjamin Rush. 

P.S. Mr. Burke left the lodgingB you looked at last Satur- 
day. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr Esqr., New Yoi^. Mr. Beckly. 

■FrloMd in DaTii'a "Msmcin ol Aano Burr," voL I, p. SIS. 
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Thohab Jbffbbbon to Aabon Bu&s.** 
Th. Jeftsbbon preeents his leepectful compUmeDts to 
Colo. Butt and is sony to mform him it has been concluded to 
be improper to communicate the correspondence of exitiiag 
minigtera, he hopes this will, with Colo. Burr, be his suffident 
apology. 
Jan. 20, 1793. 
[Addreaaed] Colo. Burr. 

Albsbt Gai.la.tin to Aason Bubb** 

[1794] 

DiiAB Sot, — I Bend you the Massachusetts Laws frcmi 1692 
to 176S. Page 125 and 126 is the law which admits persona 
to become inhabitants upon twelve months residence if not 
warned. A preceeding law page 21 had made it only three 
months and [althoug]h repealed d^nes the vfotd rending. 
Read also the law page 289. Strong said that the law of 
1701 page 126 was virtually repealed by a certain tonporary 
law of 1767 which he had not. I strongly suspect the accuracy 
of his inf<Hmation on that head; And I believe that the law of 
1789 is the first which made a change and also introduced the 
distinction of Oituens. German S^rants must have ac- 
quired settlement in common with others and many were 
imported. See page 342. You will find page 122 the word 
Inhabitant used with that of Si^oumer in a general sense. 
Page 338 the same word applied to inhabitant of a County 
etc. A distinction is made between inhabiting and residing 
pages 24 and 207. I have not New, Hampshire laws. 

The Laws of Pennsilvama are clear and explicit. Please 
to ctonpare the attachment laws in volume of IVovincial laws 
page 44 and 122 with Lai. Bamet's case Del. reports which is 
grounded upon than and you will find that under the province 
neiding and inhabitants were synonimous. 

In Vol. of State Iaws, please to read page [btoned out] 
Sect. 2d. says all male white inhabitants and sect. 7th by the 
exception sheweth the general meaning of the word inhabitant. 
Page 163 read the 5th Sect, [oincipally and you will find it to 
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be a copy of the Art. of Conf. subatituting white for free. I 
vill call on you about ten o'clock. Yours, 

A. G." 
[Addreased] Colo. Buir, Comer of 4th and Walnut Streets. 

RiCHABD PUkTT TO AaBON BuBB 

Nbw Yobk January 12th 1797. 

Dbab Sib, — My prospects detailed yoa in yesterday's letter 
relative to money for the two houses mentioned, are realised. 
1 am to receive two hundred Guineas this week — the reddue 
in 30 and 60 days in unexoeplionable paper. Thus I am 
relieved on that head, and now wait only for the maturing 
other things, and the sailing of the Vessell, which I apprehend 
cannot take place for a week to come, owing to the ice in the 
Harbour. This induces a hope that we shall meet again 
before my departure. If we should not, you must get, give 
and send after me such tetters as will assist my operations and 
views in France, from your friends. I have nothing more to 
tell you about this day, only that Mrs. P. is better, and Miss A. 
very well— both desire re^puds, with your affectionate, 

RiCHABD Piatt. 

Write me always imder cover to John Asinnwall. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr Eequire, Senator in Congress, 
Philadelphia. Poet. 

Alexander Hamilton to Aabon Bitbb. 

Dbas Sib, — As I wished the cause of Bayard vs Breeae and 
others to be regularly at issue and as the Chancellor could not 
readily be come at to procure from him an order to serve 
Subpoenas on the Clerk in Court, I sent you a request some 
time since to file rejoinders and Mr. Provost informed me you 
would be so obliging as to have it done. I have not, however, 
rec^ved any notice of its having been done. I will thank you 

•WoUd on lU< ktur ii Iha loDowins: 

-kb. Taiiar o( VJcdak to Col. Borr, in > nota wnm (b* TkUa in SukMe D. Stttn, 

!■ tb« MM* of Odktln nn— 

" -WaihaltWTtyoutonptrtaJEiiv: 1st. Bmmhub rou <!«» It; Sd. AUdmandi 
opoa It. No oaa d» em da it, aul tba uidiua will tzpnai It. It, too, )toa vill tat (faa 
9d PM* of <b* Kwtuokjt CooMltMioo, it nur Im pnasd biiod Bdirvd*. Q«ll»tin Ini 

"Tba pTBoediiw (ws raeu, an in tin hand wiitina <rf AIlNrt Oallktin, M tin InltUi t« 
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particularly to have it done in the oouise of the day, as my 
entuation haa rendered me culpably n^^l^ent. 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Alkz'b Hawutok. 
Thursday. [1797] 

[Addressed] Aaron Butt Esquire. 

Thohab JEFrsBsoN TO Aabon BTmB.** 

Washinoton, Dec. 15, 1800. 
Dear Sir 

Although we have not official information of the votes for 
President & Vice Proddent and cannot have uotU the first 
week in Feb. yet the state of the votes is given on such evi- 
dence OS satires both parties that the two Republican candi- 
dates stand highest, from S. Carolina we have not even 
heard of the actual vote; but we have learnt who wese ap- 
pointed electors, and with sufficient certainty how they would 
vote, it is said they would withdraw from yourself one vote. 
it haa also been said that a General Smith of Tenniaaee had 
declared he would {^ve his 2d. vote to Mr. Gallatin; not frun 
any indisposition towards you, but extreme reverence to the 
character of Mr. G. it is also surmised ttiat the vote of Georgia 
will not be entire, yet nobody pretends to know these things 
of a certainty, and we know enough to be certain that what it 
is surmised will be withheld will still leave you 4 or 5 votes at 
least above Mr. A. however it was badly managed not to 
have arranged with certainty what seems to have been left to 
hasard. it was the more material because I understand 
several of the high Syiog federalists have expressed their hope 
that the two repubhcan tickets may be equal, & their deter- 
mination in that case to prevent a choice by the H. of R. 
(which they are strong enough to do) and let the govenunent 
devolve on a President of the Senate, decency required that 
I should be so entirely passive during the late contest that I 
never once asked whether arrangtonents had been made to 
prevent so many from dropping votes intentionally as might 
frustrate half the republican wish; nor did I doubt till lately 
that such has been made. 

oPrteMd la HmfUt ~M<B<te of Awoo Bon." VoL 2. p. ST. 
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Wliile I must congratulate you, my dear Sir, on the issue of 
this contest, because it is more honourable and doubtless more 
grateful to you than any station within the competence of the 
chief magistrate, yet for myself, and for the substantial service 
oi the pubUc, I feel most sensibly the loss we sustain of your 
aid in our new administration, it leaves a chasm in my 
arrangements, which cannot be adequately filled up. I had 
endeavored to compose an administration whose talents, 
integrity, names & dispositions should at once inspire un- 
bounded confidence in the pubUc mind, and ensure a perfect 
harmony in the conduct of the public business. I lose you 
from the list, & am not sure of all the others, should the 
gentlemen who possess the pubhc confidence decline takii^ a 
part in th&i affairs, imd force us to take up persons unknown 
to the people, the evil genius of this country may realise his 
avowal that 'he will beat down the administration.' — ^the 
return of Mr. Van Benthuyseii, one of your electors, furnishes 
me a confidential opportunity of writing this much to you, 
which I should not have ventured through the post office, at 
this prying season, we shall of course see you before the 4th 
of March, accept my respectful A affectionate salutations. 

Th. Jefferson 
Colo. Burr 

[Addressed] Colo. Aaron Burr, New-York. 

Ambbosb Spbnceb to Aabon Bubb. 

Hudson December 24. 1800. 
Deab Sib, — Permit me to express to you my most cordial 
congratulations, on the successful issue of your and Mr. 
Jefiferson's election. I have and do consider these events as 
among the greatest incidents of the age. they are clearly 
indicative of tiie abhorrence <^ the people of America, to the 
system adopted by our poUtical adversaries — a system which 
if not totally changed could not have failed of destroying our 
excellent republican government, and on its ruin of establish- 
ing at least an aristocracy. The system pursued too, was 
vile in many other respects, and particularly as it tended to 
exclude from office, all but sycophants and political hypo- 
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orites. But thank Heaveii the ecence [scene?] is changed, and 
the men of our party who have been degraded and oppressed, 
vill be entitled to be heard and noticed, ima^ne not however 
that I mean myself to be included in tlieae obseivationB. 
persecuted I have been, oppressed I could not be, and as for 
office had I the capacity to fill any (which I am sensible I have 
not) I will accept of none in the gift of the general govemm«it, 
nor of any office from the Governor and Council of this State. 
Nor is it probable that I shall ever double my friends for 
others — for my own ooimections I surety shall not. The joy 
inspired by the event of the election is indiscribable, amongst 
our Friends, the other {larty are literally chap fallen. It 
would please me to hear from you if any thing of consequence 
transpires, and especially on the subject of Mr. Lees certificate, 
believe me to [be] yours with much respect, 

A. Spencxb. 
Col. A. Burr. 

[Addr«flBed] Aaron Burr Esquire, Counsdlor-at-Law, New 
York. 

Joseph Ai^ton to THSODOfiu. Bukb. 

Chasleston S. C. 

Dec. 26th 1800 
I have this instant. My dear Theodosia," received your 
anxiously expected letter of the 11th December and just 
enatcb the pen to thank you for it, and tell you how much 
pleasure it gives me. 

Had I an hour to spare, I would convince you of the pro- 
priety of early marriages, in ^te of tbe authority <£ even 
Atistotlei I would shew you how rediculous are the accounts 
of your "dear friends" respecting Carolina; and in short rei^y 
satisfactorily to every part of your letter; but in half an hour 
I expect a large company of Kepublicana to dinner, and, as 
my Father and family are out of town, and I keep "Bachelor's 
hall," I must be ready to receive thean. The next post, 
however, I promise you a folio epist^. Adieu. I am de- 
lighted. Your letter showa you every thing that the most 

■vnwodcik BwT WH bora M Aftiuar Jom II. ITU a^ m bvtind July 38. Ona 
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axdeat lover of a disposiUon like tome, could desire. Youtb 
My dear Theodona, always 

Jos. AUTON. 

[Addreaaed] Miss Burr, New-York. 

Thxodobia. BnHB to Jobbfh Alston 
The books and note were received with pleasure; the latter 
would have honored Petrach as much as it would have flat- 
tered Laura. I shall not leave town to day and if you should 
not be otherwise engaged Mrs. Provost and myself have 
disposed of you for this afternoon. 

Thbodobia T. B[ima]. 
Saturday. [18011 
[Addressed] Mr. Alston. 

Charlbss Pincenet to Aabon Bu&b'" 

Qeobob Town Saturday Morning [1801] 
Deab Six, — Mr. Murray a gentleman whom I knew in 
South Carolina where he was a Member of our L^islature 
wishes to have an introduction to you and as I have had a 
request from Doctor Blyth one of our Electors in favour of 
this gentlonan I take the liberty of recommending him to 
your notice — he will explain to you. the reasons of delicacy 
I mentioned to you, prevent me from writing the President 
on applications of this sort and I must ^xilogixe for takii^ the 
liberty with you. With great respect and esteem I am, dear 
Sir, Yours truly, 

CHABUfi PntCENXT.'* 

[Addressed] The Honourable Aaron Burr, Vice Premdent of 
the United States. 

Edwasd Livimqbton to Matthew L. Davis 

Wabhinqton, February 5, 1801. 
Mt dbab Sib, — If I have omitted writing to my friends it 
has been hitherto that I might not amuse them with vain con- 
jectures instead of satisfying them with such facte as might be 
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a juBtificatioD for the aeriotis steps which untiU within a few 
hours I have thought it might be necessary to take. I have 
no longer any apprehension on that score. I can now speak 
with some degree of confidence and have great pleasure in 
assuring you that all the little intrigues of falling ambition all 
the execrable plans of violence and usurpation will in a few 
hours after you read this be defeated by the election of Mr. 
Jefferson — eight States, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Virgima, N. C, Tennessee, Kentucky and Geor^ and 
an equal division of Maryland and Vermont were pledged 
never to yield the wishes of the people to Ute cabals of a 
faction — thisdetermination was known and its ^ects foreseen. 
A member frtna the opposite side of one of the divided States 
has already pledged himself to decide the vote of his Stete in 
our favor — there is great probalnlity that another from the 
remuning divided Stete will follow his example, and as I can 
not leam Uiat the Representetive from Delaware has firmly 
entered into the views of his party, I think it probable that he 
too will join our ballot. 

You may 1 think rely as fully on this information as on any 
that the nature of iix case will admit. I place impHcit 
confidence in it myself on [and?] look on the result as certein. 
but if any unforeseen event should disappoint our hopes and 
wishes, you may rest assured that our City shall never be 
di^raced by any temporising plan or acquescence in usurpa- 
tion on the part of ite representetive and I think I may with- 
out danger give this pledge for all those with whom he acte. 

The President has called the Senate for the 4th of March. 
What the object is can only be got at by those who study tlie 
doctrine of chaooes for no other principlee than thoee which 
govern the turn of a die will apply to the caprice of his politics. 
If you should see Mr. Warner I pray you to tell him that I 
shall be enabled in a day or two to send him some accountB <rf 
the fate of the Mechanics Memorial. Greet all my friends in 
the transfer Coffee House for me, and believe me with true 
regard. Your friend and fellow Citizen. 

EDWABD IjVINaBTON. 
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Jonathan Rvssbll to Aabox Burb. 

Pbotidsnce, 26 June, 1801. 

SiE, — Agreeable to my last reports to you I waited on Mr. 
Lincoln" at Worcester. He received me with sufficient 
urbanity but did not leave me long in the dark as to your 
motive in advising caution. Whether the promotion of Mr. 
Barnes was in fact, a piece of fmxnaiHem on the part of Mr. 
Lincoln, or he felt himself committed in the very singular 
letter he wrote, and which accompanied the commission, to 
Mr. Barnes I will not pretend to decide; but certainly he ap- 
peared anxioufi to apologize for what was done and insinuated 
that the imputation of levity might attach to administration 
by an alteration of the arrangement. On my part I was too 
explicit to be misunderstood. I know not whether I made an 
impreefflon favourable to our views or not, but Mr. Lincoln 
engaged that in the interview he might have with Mr. Barnes 
nothing should escape him, incompatible with our wiehee. 
The letter which I have since written him, a copy whereof you 
will find inclosed, will enable you to ascertain the actual state 
of n^ communications with him better than any history of the 
business could do. 

The representation with respect to Ellery" is suspended for 
the present. His nephew, the senator,''* had an influence in 
this measure. This man you will find very managable, altho 
he will need the rein rather than the spur. There is another 
representation on foot relative to Lyman, the naval officer at 
New Port, but I believe no charge of misconduct in office can 
be urged (gainst him. The Mr. Gardner who is proposed for 
his successor is a repubhcan and I believe a very good man but 
he is not qualified to discharge the duties of the office with 
more ability and exaetiiude than the present incumbent. 

As Timothy Greene Esquire will be here before I embark I 
will not detain you with further details but reserve myself till 
his arrival, when, if you should not object to my communicat- 
ing thro' him, I will take the hberty of stating some matter 
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worthy of conaideratiou and which requirea to be managed with 
aome akill and delicacy. 

I am, with the most respectful considerations, Your very 
humble Servant, 

JoNA. Russell. 
Aaron Burr, Vioe-PreaideDt of the United States. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr, Vice President of the United 
States, New York. 

Elbbidqb Gerby to Aabon Bubr. 

Cambbidoe 18th September 1801. 

Deak Sir, — This will be dehveied by Colo. Lee, a fellow 
soldier whose merits and general character are bo well known to 
yourself, as to require no information on my part, as his 
object however is to apply for the coUectorship at Salon, if 
according to his information it should be vacant, I cannot 
refrain from observing, that I have known Colo. Lee fnnn his 
early youth, and do not conceive, that in the County of Essex, 
of which we are natives, there is a person who will offer him- 
self as a candidate, with bett«r pretensions in regard to his 
moral, pohtical, and military character, and his public sei^ 
vices, than those of Colo. Lee. his pohticks are and always 
have been truly repubUcan, and his abihties are fully equal and 
indeed superior to the office, but my opinion of him, I wish 
to be tested by your own, and those of your friends in this 
quarter. 

I have the honor to remain my dear Sir with the behest 
sentiments of esteem and respect, Your obedient Servant, 

E. Gebby. 
Hon'ble Colo. Burr, 
Vice President of the U. States. 

Henbt Dearbobn to Aabon Burb. 

War Department 
6th Nov. 1801. 
Sir 

I am honoured with your letter of the 27th ulto. and have 
given order for a compliance with the request of the Gentlemen 
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of Schenectady, for the dischai^ of Nicholas Sluyter. I have 
the honour to be Very respectfully, Sir, Your mo. ob. Serv 
H. Deabbobn. 
[Addreased] The Hon'ble Aaron Burr, Vice-President U.3., 
Albany. [Readdreased to] New York, N.Y. 

C. A. Rodney to Aahon Bitbr. 

WiLiaNOTON December 20. 1801. 

HoNOBSD AND DsAB SiB, — I have been daily anticipating 
the pleasure of seeing you here and having received a letter 
from our friend Mr. Edwards that you were still at New-York 
I loose not a moment in informing you that added to the many 
personal considerations I have for wishing to see you, there are 
at present strong political reasons. 

Notwithstanding our Chancellor has been prevaUed on to 
resign (in a manner with which I will at a proper time make 
you acquainted) in consequence of which they obtain the 
appointment of that officer and as our present Attorney 
General N. Ridgely is to be the man tliey ^so obtun the 
appointment of a new Att'y General it has been lately settled 
to dispute the election of Governor. Their object is, and they 
have the members in our legislature to do it, to declare their 
candidate General Mitchell the Governor (duly elected) as 
having most legal votes. 

This I fear will occaaon consequences to be lamented by all. 
On this important and interesting subject I wish to consult 
you and that you may be informed of the course we mean to 
pursue with the approbation of our friends elsewhere. 

Rest assured the idea was at one period totally abandoned 
and it is now taken up with a general view upon adviong with 
othen from different parts. In every stage it will be our duty 
to behave with prudence and moderation, but at the same 
time with the firmness of a "Spiaian band." 

With great esteem and respect believe me Dear Sir Yours 
Most Sincerely 

C. A. RODNBT. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr, V.President of the U. States, New- 
York. 
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Horatio Gates to Aabon Bcbb. 

Kkw Yobk 5tb. Jan'ry 1802 
Mt DBAS Sib 

In compliance with your request, I enclose two of Mr. 
Gamett'e^* Projects; and that 1 may not be to late for the 
poet, send my Letter immediately to the Post Office. I hope 
You will arrive at Washington before the Session is over. 
I am affectionately Yours 

HOHATIO Gatbb. 
[Addreesed] Ctrf 0/ U. States, [ ] delpWa. 

[Memorandimi] Gen'l Gates 5 Jan. 1802. 

Isaiah Blookfiblo to Aabon Bubb. 

Bttbunoton .January 11th 1802. 

Dbab Sm, — Mr. Bossell has been with me, the two last days 
on a visit. I mentioned our conversation, respecting the office 
of Superviser. It was very gratifying to him, to know the 
part you took in bis interest. He agrees with me, in the 
opinion I took the liberty to express to you, considering the 
necessity of union of every influential R^niblican in this 
State, and great propriety of supporting the nominations of 
the President; it is bis fervent wish, (and desired me so to 
write to you) that Mr. linn may be confirmed in his appoint- 
ment by the Senate. Mr. Rossell has taken charge of a 
letter from me, to Philip Freneau; in which, I enclose Mr. 
Motte on the subject of Mr. Granger's inquiry, and have 
recommended Freneau, immediately on its reception, to write 
to Washii^toD and to visit me. 

I took the liberty to inform him, that I believed, you was 
very much his friend on this occasion. 

As Freneau's present situation, needs the assistance of 
those who are disposed and have the power to employ his 
taletfts in a useful manner, in the service of the public, I have 
written to Mr. Mott and bis colleagues, to do all they can to 
effect this desirable object. 

It is impossible for me to add to the great respect and esteem 
with which, I am, Most truly and sincerely Your Friend, 

I'h Blookfibld. 
The Honourable The Vice-President of the U. States. 



tt a770-I843). <il Vi 
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John Dicsinbon to Aabon Bubb. 

WnjoNGTON the 23d of the let Month 1802. 

Mt deab Friend, — Be pleased to accept my thankfl for thy 

veiy kind letter of the 20th instant. It vill prepare us for 

meeting reports, that otherwise would have been extremely 



About five or tax years ago at hiB place near Philadelphia 
the Dr.'" fell in the same manner. Therefore by this last 
disord^ I am induced to fear, there is some tenderness or 
defect in his constitution which requires the utmost attention. 
May it not be proper to communicate this intelligence to Dr. 
EoBtifl?" 

Dr. Ix^an's love of country, candor of spirit, and boundless 
benevolence, render his life inestimable. 

'^th every respectful consideration, I am Thy truely affec- 
tionate Friend, 

John Dickinbon. 
Aaron Burr, Vice president. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr, Vice president in CongresB. 

Alexandeb James Dallas to Aabon Bubb." 

3d Feb: 1802. 
Dbar Sib, — I received your favor of the [6IanJb] instant. I 
will attend to your Director, if ever the proposed Bank should 
reach the point of oi^anieation, which I very much doubt. 

On the judiciary question, I wrote my sentiments to Mr. 

TVilaon Nicholas, early in the Sesdon. I am sony our friends 

have taken so peremptory a position, as the very circumstances 

of having taken it, will render it difficult to move them. I 

cannot concur with them in the policy , or expediency of the 

measure. The buainees of the Court will not allow me to give 

my reasons in detail; but you shall have my Brief. 

1. There never was a case in which a party could be more 

justified in expressing their resentment, on account of 

the manner of passing the Act: 

■•Dr. Onrie Locu (ITa3-lB2t), kt Ihli ti»« Uoiud StalM BettMct from Psuvl^*"^ 
Ha li bwt knowli u tba aosB^n [or tba »-«]led Locu ut ol 1798, proridiiis i^biMi 
cflnw i* maddllBi in (velcn rabtJooi by ■ cdtisBn. Ha waa ■ Quakar. 

MWmiun Euatia (lTSS-1835), at tUt tina a maiabar of Condaa fnim MaMaebnaatta. 

"FriitadiiiDBTia*a''Mamuiaaf AwoaBun," v<d. Z,p. 81. 
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tJie manner of orgaouii^ the Courta: 
the nature of the opposition to the repeal, denying 
itB ConBtitutionaUty, and menacing a civil war. 
The repeal would be Constitutional, from a review of 
the principles and terms of the Conatition itself, 
of the peculiar atu&tion of the Country, its growing 
population, its extending prospects, its encreaaing 
wants, pursuits, and refineanents etc. etc. 
of tite analc^y to the judiciary institution of England, 
where independence of the Legislature, is not with- 
in the policy or provision of the Statutes relative to 
Uie Commissions of tiie Judges, 
of the analogy to the judiciary institutions of the 
sister States, which have aJI been subject to Legis- 
lative interference occasionally. In Pennsylvania, 
particularly, the Constitution declares that the 
Judges shall hold their Commissions during good 
behaviour; yet it expressly authorises the Legis- 
lature to abolish the Courts of Common Pleas etc. 
and of the precedents in the existing Act of Congress, 
which is an exercise of the power, sub modo. 
But notwithstanding the indignation I feel, in common 
with our friends, at the manner of passing the Circuit 
Court Act; and notwithstanding my perfect conviction, 
that Congress has the power of repeating the Act, I 
think the repeal would be impolitic, and inexpedient: 
If it would be impohtic, acting on party principles, it 
would be inexpedient of course; but I mean, also, that 
it would [be] inexpedient, on accoimt of the use that 
Pennsylvania (and I presume the same as to other 
States) has derived frcHU the institution: 
1. It is impohtic. 

The Repubhcans are not agreed on the Consti- 
tutionality of the repeal. 
The People, at large, have imbibed strong preju- 
dices on the subject of judicial independence. 
The repeal would be ascribed to party animomty; 
and, if future amendments should be made, it 
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would be considered as a personal proceeding, 
merely to remove the present Judges. 

The hasard of loss in public oinnion is greater 
than the hope of gun. There is a mass fA the 
conmitmity, that will not be fermented by the 
leven of party pasmona. By persons of this 
description the motive and effect will be 
strictly analysed and pursued. 

The mere resuaeUation of the old system, will 
either expose the administration of justice to 
inconceivable embarrassments, or demon- 
strate the motive to be, abstractedly, a part[yl 
one, by calling for as immediate reform. 

The clamour of the Federalists will at least have 
a colourable foimdation. 
2. It is inexpedient. 

The mere repeal will reinstate a system, which 
every man of common sense and candor must 
deprecate. 

It will entirely destroy institutions susceptible 
of being modelled into a form, oeconomical as 
well as useful. 

It will deprive some States of Tribunals, which 
have been found highly advantageous to the 
dispatch of business. I allude particularly to 
Fenn'a. In this State, Justice, as for as 
respecte our State CouHs, is in a state of dis- 
solution, fitHn the excess of business, and the 
parsimony of the Legislature. 
With this view of the subject, you will perceive, that I think 

1. There oi^ht not to be a total repeat. 

2. There ought to be amendments. 

If, however, a Tet>eal should take place, I am clearly of 
opinion, that it would be unjustifiable to make any provision 
for the Ex-Judges. On this point, and on the introduction of 
amendments, I will, if you desire it, amplify by a future post. 

The sealouB Republicans are exciting some intemperance 
here, in opposition to a Memorial from our Bar, which, you 
will perceive, is confined to the operation of the Law in this 
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State, as a matter of fact, and not to any controversy of a 
Constitutional, or political nature. 

I shall be anxious to hear from you, as often as you can spare 
a moment; and particularly while the Judiciary Bill is de- 
pending. 

I am, with great n^ard. Sir, 

A. J. DaUiAS. 
M. WiLLBTT TO Aaron Bvbb." 

New Yobs 41^ February 1802. 

DsAR Sib, — What a racket this vile Judidary Law makes. 
It must be repealed. But how the Judges who have their 
appoinbnent duiing good behaviour are to be removed without 
making a breach in the Constitution is beyond my abilities to 
develope. It will not however be the first rape on that instm- 
ment, and if two wrongs could make one right this account 
might be aquared. But that honid Law must, indeed it must 
be repealed. 

I have received your two favours together, one dated 28th 
January and the other without date. The effect of the 
abolifdon of the internal taxes on Mr. 0[8good] ^vea me no 
concern. He has plenty of other business and money enough 
without that. I am more concerned about the nonentity tii 
my fortification agency. This is an opperation which mi^t 
be e^»uted with peculiar advantage the ensuing summer nor 
do I think a substantial reason can be assigned for omiting it. 
I shall be glad to bear Uiat our memorial has succeded. The 
omission of the Governmental officers in suffering such large 
and long defaulcations is our strong ground. As the present 
Comptroler is one of those officers, some watchfulness may be 
necessary to prevent foul play. I have nothing new. Mr. 
V Derline^ is at Col. Smiths with his drawing materials and 
has taken lodgings with Capt. Fearsey. He has made me a 
beautifull picture. He pnonises to be more attentive in 
writing to you. 

God bless you. You have my prayers always. And who 
dare BKy they are not as good as a Bi^opa, or any member of 

"FitBMd b Dtviiri " Manoln ot Avon Bwr." nL S. p. 173. 

•Vofaa VudwtyD (IT7V18U) iMisMd ■ potiait ol Aarea Boit wfaioh tnloiw to (Iw 
Hnr YaA Hbtaitaa Soci* ty. 
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ft FreBbiterian Synod. Sometimea I think I'll turn pieebi- 
terian that I may have the benefit of their prayers not to out 
five my usefull days. An event I deprecate above all others. 
And this is a prayer I never heard in our Church. I mean my 
church which you know is the Episcopal. 
Moet sincerely am I Dear Sir Yours, 

M. WrLLTTT. 

Col. Burr. 

[Addressed] Aaron Burr Eaquire, Vice President of the 
United States, Washington City. 

Thomas Tbdxtdn*" to Aabon Bukr. 

NoBFOLK 14th February 1802. 

Mt Dbaa Snt, — I got here a few days ago and have seen 
many, very many of your friends indeed, and you are toasted 
daily which gives me much pleasure; Altbo' I knew it was the 
case and would duly be more and more so with certain charac- 
ters, yet I had no idea changes could have become so great as 

I find them in half a year. F is your friend but he 

exceeds a want of comnwn decency in his declaration of other 
gentlemen. It is true his observations ore calculated for the 
mob on election grounds — but they ought to be dispensed witii 
in the society of gentlemen; but upon the whole he will do 
good and I most sincerely anticipate the pleasure (A seeing you 
in the possession of the first office under our blessed Constitu- 
tion after the 3d of March 1806, and I pray that events may 
turn up to put you there before. I cannot be a hypocrite to 
effect even the esteem of a man or of men who I don't believe 
has at heart those principles which are necessary to give 
character snd consequence to our beloved country, which 
under ttie auspices of sence and greatness, would rival in a 
few years the greatest powers of Europe. 

I am not afraid to think and to speak whenever 1 deem it 
necessary or usefull and if I was mean enough to be actuated 
by a fear of losing an appointment, I hold none that can 
check me. My friends in politiks are aware of your situation 
and how cautious you ought to be just now. And there are 
those here who you dont know — that have lately been at 

•Kl7fifi-lBa3.)B(«BnttoN<«folkteUksixiiiuiiudatIliaflBrtfvlliamrwitliTi:^ali. 
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WashingtoQ and have heard enough drop from certain diar- 
aotors, to convince th^n and this society, that you are not in 

the confidence of - . The repeal of the Judiciary law 

haa roused here Federalists and even Jacobins, and will unite 
them against such proceeding which threatens annihilation 
to our Constitution. 

I have delivered your mess^e to W. respecting the affairs 
of R. he thanks you, but I have not delivered your meesage 

to the lovely S that you wish to see her and her father at 

Washington — tho' I have told her I had a meesage which I 
should deliver before I sailed, and lilce all women she is 
impatient to hear it and declares I must tell her immediately. 
I find the Chesapeake in a backward state, but shall hurry her 
preparations and equipment. You must take care of Alexan- 
der Hamilton, King, Pinckney, and Patterson, besides all 
those at the head of Departments, at least one of tiioee 
nearest to . 

M- - - is not satisfied where he is and if his friendship for 
- - - - is at an end, you have none to calculate from him. I 
am this moment called to sup with the amiable and the fair 
and we shall talk of you as usual before we rise. 

With great attachment I have the honor to be Dear Sir 
Your very obedient humble Servant, 

Thomas Tkdxtcm. 
Honltle Aaron Burr, E^., 
V.P., U5. 

[Addieesed] Honorable Aaron Burr Esqr., Vice Preadent of 
the U. S. Wai 



Jamss Jackson*' to Aabon Bubb. 

Saturday Morning. 
[March, 1802.] 
Dbax Sib, — I have positively declined the bdng run for the 
Chair. Who do you think beet qualified tui our side the house? 
it will not do to spun General Mason,** or Breckenridge.** 



■tlTsr-IHin. raAid Smm SmMt k«a Omw^ 
■SMtm* ■nrmi» Mmm OTW-IKOI. VaiMd StaM 9i 

TiYn T-i-'-'-r^V ■■"■ T~tr Tittii TltlM TiMlH r 
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What I mentioned last evening as to a publication I wiali 
to go no further, as I have decided to drop it. I allude to 

T- - - & D . 

I take tiiiB opportunity to express my thanks to you (for 
I suppose it must have come from you) for the Medal of 
General Gates, and should I not see you a^un, wish you a safe 
and pleasant journey and shall expect to be honored with a 
line on my reaching Savannah. 
I am Dear Sir with great respect, Your Obedient Servant, 
Jas. Jackson. 
Hon'ble Aaron Bun- 
Vice President U. States. 

It is objected to Baldwin" that it is improper ae the same 
honor is not pud twice. What think you of Bradley?" 
[Addressed] Hon'ble Vice President, U. States. 

GmBON GBANQua TO Aabon Buna. 

March 10th 1802. 
Allow me my friend to Introduce to your acquaintance Mr. 
Luther Pratt a republican Printer of East Windsor in Con- 
necticut, He proposes establishing a Political Magaiine and 
wishes Patronage. His aufferingB while a Printer as Tory and 
his merits as a steadfast Republican entitle him to Patronage. 
Yours tdncereiy, 
The Vice President Gid'n Gbangbb. 

Sauuel S. SiOTH TO Aabon BmtB. 

PamcBTON March 13tb 1802. 
Dbar Sib, 

The edifice of the college in this place, tt^ether with three 
libraries containing about three thousand volumes, was, a few 
days ago, entirely consumed by fire. It is not known whether 
this event was the effect of accident or of design; but common- 
ly supposed to be of design. In our determination immediate- 
ly to rebuild it, and, if possible, to improve its structure, it 
is become necessary to apply to the benevolence of the public; 
and in order to do this with success, to solicit the influence and 



■Abnhua Bkklirin (1764-1907), Oaiud 8tat« Senator from Qaoivi^ ud at tl 
Pri^dnt *n ton of Um SuuiM. 

D Bow BmUar (17M-I830}, UniMd Suta* Sanatot bom Vumont. 
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aid of those of its sons who are most diertinguished for their 
talents, and the high reputation of their names. But, beddes 
these advantages which point you out to the trustees among 
the first, the college holds, perhaps, a peculiar relation to you, 
owing its existence, as it does, principally to the extraordinary 
merits and exertions of a father so greatly and justly respected. 
Can I hope, Sir, for your particular interest in this important 
object, and your recommendation of it, both at the seat of 
government, and to your friends in New-York? And will you 
be good enough to suggest any improvement in the general 
plan of the institution which may occur to you. Subscrip- 
tions are opening with conaderable v^r in different parts of 
New Jersey, and in Philadelphia; and, hitherto, we raitertain 
sanguine hopes of completing tlie building in the course of the 
next Summer. I have written also to Mr Madison, and some 
other gentlemen in Congress on the same subject requesting 
them to co-operate with you, if you will be good enough to take 
the intrest in it which we hope. I am, most respectluily. 
Dear Sir, Yr Mo obdt & Mo hble Servt. 

SAHtTBL S. SlCtTH. 

[Addressed] His Excellency Aaron Burr, Vice Freadent of 
the United States. 

Ubiah Tbact" to Aahon Burr 
The Sermon for which I am indebted to your goodnesa, is now 
returned with many thanks for the loan. 

I have perused it with pleasure, & I hope, profit. It is an 
excellent treatise, worthy of the attention of every man and 
mtne emphatically so of men in high A responsible stations in 
Govt. 

Our time is short, my friend, too short to allow an opp'y of 
retrieving almost any Du^)ence of it; much more so, to allow a 
ledemption for any neglect to perform great public services, 
when once hfq>pily in our power. God grant that you may be 
profited by tiiis and in turn be mue profitable to iim dia- 
tiacted Nation. 

U.Tracy. 
29th Mareh, [1802.] 
Vice Prest. 

■(naa-l«)T}> oan > UBiMd SMm BiMtor 
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John Ransolfh to Aabon Burr 
John Randolph finds, to hia extr^ne sutprize and chagrin, 
that the house of repreaentatiTes, instead of acting on the 
biuonees of the notion, have, by the vote of a great majority, 
gone into committee of the whole on a complicated private 
daim, not comprised in the report of the joint committee of 
ihe two houses. He theref(»e despairs, utterly, of getting 
away before the middle of next week. He is not vain enough 
to suppose that Col. B. will postpone his departure on that 
account: — but he shall be h^^y gratified by any cause of 
detention not dis^reable to Col B. which shall give J. R. the 
pleasure of acctunpanying him thro Virginia, 
friday Noon. 
15 April [1802] 
[Addressed] Col. Burr. 

Jaues Biddlb) to Aabon Bdbb." 

U. S. Ship Conatetiatwn at 
Gibraliar May 8. 1802. 

Deab Sub, — As the frigate Philadelphia will sail in a few 
days for America, I cannot neglect so good an opportunity of 
writing and returning you my sincere thanks, for the marked 
civilities I have received at all times from you, particularly at 
New York, the summer of 1800. Be assured, Sir, I feel the 
hvliest sense of the obligations 1 am under for the many 
favours conferred upon me, and shall ever feel ffid,remely 
bspi^ to have it in my power to render you any service. 

Owing to our being perplexed with almost constant easterly 
winds, we did not make the land until the 24th Ulto. when we 
made Cape Cantin on the Coast of Africa. On the 28th we 
got into the Streights of Gibraltar, but the wind heading us off 
the Rock, we were obliged to bear away for Malaga. There 
we found the Essex and Philadelphia at anchor. On the 3rd 
Inst, we left Malt^, and arrived here in company with the 
Philadelphia and E^asex, on the fifth and I expect to remain 
here until Commodore Tnixtun arrives on the Station. 

While the ship lay at Malaga, I had an opportimity of se^ng 
everything that could attract the eye c^ a stranger. The 

•Trintadln DkTJa'a " Uunoin d Aaron Suit, " ToL 8, D- 1S7. 
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country round the city is extremely fertile, abotmding with all 
the different kinds of fruit trees. Indeed the lower clasa (rf 
tlie Spaniards subsist almost entirely upon fruit, the produce 
of the country, the chief articles of exportation being gn^>e8, 
figs, anchovies, raisins, oranges, wines etc. etc. Their stjeeta 
are very narrow, running at random in every direction, their 
houses are mostly built of marble, four stories high, different 
families occupying different stories of the same house. They 
have two or three forts built on eminences adjacent to the 
city, for its protection, but they are decaying, and out of order. 

I anticipate enjoying a very pleasant cruise, as we se^n to 
be favored with every thing that could render our atuation 
agreeabte. Capt. Murray is one of the best of men, and 
treats us with all the kindness and attention we could wish; 
the climate is very healthy and mild; the TripoUtans, keep 
among themselves, and never venture out, so that we shall 
have nothing to do, but visit the different ports of the Medi- 
toranean; Kud the closest friendship, and social harmony pre- 
vails arncmg the officers of the ship; every thing, in short, that 
we ooold wish, we seem to have, to make our atuation ccan- 
fcfftable. 

Pimy nanmbex me kind^ to Mrs. Alston, and Believe me, 
with much esteon and req;tect, Dear Sir, Your most obedient 
humUe Servant, 

Jamss Biddlb. 
Hon. A. BuiT fisq'e. 

[Addressed] The Hon'ble A. Bun Esquiie, V. Prendent ol 
the V. States, City <tf Wadui«ton. [The "City (tf Wadiing- 
tcn" is croBsed out, the letter evid^tly 'beaag ffvwarded fnaa 
th«reto"XewYork."] Favored hy Mr. CL Biddle Jun'r. 

John Tatlca to Ajukuv Bubs.** 

Mrguia, Caroline, Mi? 25. 1802. 

Dbim Snt, — ^Vour hkvor, covering the medal stead to oom- 

meBKHmte the mast biiUiant es|Mt of the American War, 

tnta some cauw unknown to me, never anived until this 

utMant; it is panicuUi^'' acceptable, bom the ciitnmstaaoe 



ovGoo'^lc 



1910.] Some Papers of Aaron Burr. 119 

of my having imbibed a personal affection for General Gates, 
by having served under him for a few months. 

It would be quite premature in me to consider, whether I 
would go into congress, unless it was probable that I could. 
The government have no means of providing for the gentle- 
man you mention, and if they had, to do so, for the purpose of 
making room for another, might expose them to censure, 
which they will hardly encounter. As to a voluntary reeigna- 
tdon of hia station, there are some circumstances in his case, 
which do really juBtify him in refusLog to do it, unless for some 
better prospect of public benefit. 

Not until some days after you had left this, was it dis- 
covered that you had forgotten your traveling map. I 
lamented the inconveniences to which the oversight would 
expose you, but had no mode of removing tiiem, despairing, 
from a recollection of yaar horses, that either of mine would be 
fleet enough to overtake you. The map could tberefme only 
be taken care of, for the purpose of being restored to you. 
Permit me to hope, that you will allow me to do this at my 
own house as you return, and that you will apprise me of your 
resolution to do so, both that I may be at home, and that I 
may enjoy the hope of your company, before the pleasure is 
realised. FareweU. Yours sincerely and respectfully, 

John Tatlob. 
lAddresaed] The Vice President of the United States, Charles- 
ton, South Carolina. 

Jakes Hillhottbii'' to Aaron Bubb 

Mr. Hillhouse will have the honor of dining witb tbe Vioe 
Prendent tomorrow agreeably to his invitation. 

Dec. 20th. [1802] 

[Addressed] Vice President United States. 

Jahzs Madison to Matthmw L. Davib. 

WASHnfOTOM Nov. 26, 1803. 
Sir 

I have read your letter of the 2lBt mftlring certain enquiries 
relative to your tffother George Davis.'*' The last letter from 
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him to the Dept. of State was dated July 3d laet. From Uie 
coDununicationB of Mr. Cathcart'* it appears that he left your 
brother at TuniB early in September. Mr. Cathcart was 
appointed eucceasor to Mr. Eaton, but was not reed, by the 
Bey. No eucoeBsor to Mr. Cathcart baa been named by the 
Preodent. I am Sir rrapectfully, Yr. obed. Ser. 

Jambs Madison. 

John Asustbonq** to Aabon Bubb 

Mr. Armstrong will have the honor of dining with Mr. Buir 
on Tuesday next. 
Monday. 

[Addreflsed] The Vice Premdeoit. 

DunsL D. ToMPKiKS to Aabon Bubb. 

Nbw Yobk 5 Dec. 1803 
Dear Sir, 

I have filed the Bill in Chancery and obtained and served 
an injunction. The nilea of the Court requiring a d^xisit 
with the Register of $100, 1 paid him that sum. 

By the wmspKpas it a^iears that GenL Ledyard is dead, 
and I should not be surprised if Phelps should attonpt to 
avail himsdt (tf this circumstance to obtain an order to dis- 
solve the iitjunction; irtkich will enable him to try his cause at 
the sittings in this DKmth in case the Court should proceed far 
eooui^ in the calendar <^ causes for trial 

I am not advised who am the hara of Mr. Ledyard and in 
case a succeesful attempt should be made to dissidve the in- 
junction, my ignorance td the names (rf the persona to malEe 
parties la Mr. B. L«d>-ard'8 stead, will put it out of my power 
UNinerfia/riy to obtain anotlm injunctkm. 



^inMMl^ Vai 
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Would it not be well for you to drop me a letter stating the 
material papers in Mr. Ledyud's poesession wanted upon a 
trial, which letter will enable me I doubt not to postpone the 
trial of the suit at law, should an effort to postpone become 



I presume my agent in Albany haa not arrived to the grade 
of a Counsellor in Chancery. Should you therefore have ai^ 
friend in Albany to whom you could refer me to oppose a 
motion before the Chancellor, have the goodness to mention 
it in your letter. I am Dr Sir respectfully your Sert 

Daniel D. Tompkins 
The Honb. A. Buir. 

[Addressed] The Honorable A&ron Burr, Washington. 



Jonathan Datton^ to Aabon Bdsb 

December, 1803. 
Dbab Sm, 

Owing to the weather and another cause not necessary or 
proper to be explained, I have entirely abandonded my inten- 
tion of visiting Annapolis. 

I know of no party going there. Mr. Purviance** was to 
have accompanied me, and taken dinner with General Stone** 
tomorrow, but he now speaks doubtfully of the jaunt, and I 
suspect will ^ve it up. 

I hope that you will not dissapoint Genl. S. especially as he 
has taken frtsn hence three or four pairs of ducks to treat you, 
and something still better will have been prepared for me at 
his house, which I herewith transfer to you. Sincerely 

J. Datton, 
If you meet with Mias Murray, take an occasion, I pray you, 
of saying that I was coming to Anns, but prevented by aick- 



[Addressed] Honorable A. Burr, Esqr. 



■ClTaO-lSS4), United BUtM Seutor hom Now Janiv. 

"Samiwl D. Pnrrlaim. » msmbw el Cciuw from North '~-n'"'i'ffl 

nprotiaUj John HoiUs Btone (1745-1B04). 
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John Ahamb to Aasoh Bubb. 

Mr. Adflme pieeent his reepecte to the '\^ce-Freadent, and 
is happy to accept his obli^ng invitation to dinner bMnorrow. 
8. Jan'y 1804. 

lAddreaaed] The Vice Preaideiit of the United States. 



Robert G. Habpeb to Aabon Burr. 

WABHmoTOK Mar. 5th. 1804. 
Sm,— 

It has occuned to me that tite Court of Impeachment, in 
deciding on the question now before it, may be desirous of 
seeing the evidence intended to be adduced, in support of the 
suggestion of Judge Pickering's" insanity. I have therefore 
taken the Uber^ of enclodng tix depositions to you, and oi 
requesting that you Trill be pleased to lay them before the 
Court. 

If you have no objection, my dear Sir, to receive each a 
letter ae the above, and to present it witii the papera to the 
Court, I will send titeca ia as soon as the senate meets. 

It is my visb that in case the court should refuse to bear the 
suggestion of Insanity, it may hereafter appear that they did 
so with proof of ti)e fact before them. Yours truly, 

Rob. G. Habpbb. 
The Vice President 

P.8. The depoaitiona themaelves, except one 
by Judge Terry of the H. M. which is not 
yet complete, are enclosed for your 
perusal. 

R. G. H. 
[Addressed] The Vice President of the United States. 

Jahbb a. Wilxinbon to Aabon Bubb. 

To save time of which I need much and have but little, I 

propose to take a Bed with you this n^t, if it may be done 

without observation or intrusioii — Answer me and if in the 
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affinnaliTe, I will be frith [you] at 30' after the 8th Hour, 
Yonrs truly, 

J. A. WiLEINBON. 

23rd May 1804 
Col. Burr. 
[Addressed] The Honljle A. Burr, BicbmODd. 

LtTTHUB MiXnS TO JOBBPH AlbTOH. 

Richmond, 26th June, 1807. 
Sir, — I have the painful task to inform you that my much 
esteemed friend. Col. Burr, vi'&& yesterday committed to 
Prison in consequence of a Bill for Treason being found by the 
Grand Jury agunst him. I arrived here the evening of May 
twenty-seventh, and have been with Col. Burr ever since. 
Nor shall I leave him until his Trial is at end. Never, I 
believe, did any Government thirst more for the Blood of a 
victim than our enl^tend, philosophic, mild, philuithropio 
Government for the Blood of my friend. Two Gentlemen, 
considered here of the first talents, are employed to asmst in 
tii6 prosecution, or, as it may be truly said, the persecution — 
and the tmfeeting, the savage manner each of Uiese three*' 
have adopted, in the course of the prosecution, would dis- 
honor any Beings but Demons from Hell. That Col. Burr is 
as innocent of ev&ry thing of a treasonable nature as the child 
unborn I remain fully convinced, that he never had any object 
in view, but what did honor to himself, and would have been 
greatly useful to the United States, and to all Europe, except 
France and Spain, I am fully convinced. That a Bill has been 
found, has been owing to the Jury not being well informed 
what facta constitute Treason, and to gross perjury in swear- 
ing to facts not true. We feel the utnu>6t confidence that he 
will be acquitted upon his Tri^, and that he will ultimate^' 
Triumph over that malignant jealousy and inveterate hatred 
by which he is now persecuted. That Government ardently 
desire to destroy Col. Burr, that it would feel no more com- 

mWlitudAlsauidvMoBM. On Bon^ trial In H«Bir Adun' 
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punction in taking his life, that th&t with which a philosopher 
views a rat expiring, with convulaioDS, at the bottom [of] an 
exhausted receiver, I have not a doubt. And I am confident 
that Government does not believe him to have been guilty of a 
treasonable act or des^. 

Under CoL Burr's present situation, you may be assured, 
it would be most pleasing, most consolatory to him, could you 
visit Bicbmond. He has many warm friends here at this time, 
who are not, and have not been, deterred from proving their 
attachment to him in the hour of adversity. And the popular 
odium, which bad been so artfully uid so basely recited against 
him has greatly decreased, and is still decreaang. While 
Wilkinson is viewed by many as the basest of villains. Nay 
such are the sentiments of the Grand Jury concerning him, 
that they were, yesterday, equally divided on the question, of 
findii^ a Bill against him for Treaaon. 

Present my most respectful Compliments to your amial:^ 
Lady — teU her my Daughter, Maria, who came to Richmond 
with me, and who shwea in all my sollicitudes for the fate of 
Col. Burr, wishes to be remembered by her — tell her, that, for 
her sake as well as her father's, all ihe professional powers I 
possess, are devoted to him, with all the seal and ardency of 
friendship — tell her that, if on this occasion I had not come 
forward and offered my aid, — ^my services — every exertion of 
my mind, to shield him from his Enemies, I should have felt 
myself most deservedly liable to her eternal reproaches — 
and fiiDally teU her she has my fervent prayers for her happiness. 

You will forgive this intrusion upon you by a person, who 
has not the honor to be peraonaUy known to you, but who is 
with sentiments of respect and esteem for you, Your very 
obedient Servant, 

LuTHXB Mabtin. 
The Hon'ble Joseph Alston. 
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Thbodobia. Bubb Alston to Mrs Hebmaw 
Blbnnbbhasbett.'^ 
Virgima, Richmond, Aug. 5tb, 1S07. 

It was with great regret, my dear Friend, that I learned your 
detennination to r^mun at Natchez ; we bad been told that 
you were actually on your way hither; bo well authenticated 
was this report, that after the arrival of Mr. Blennerhassett 
I still hoped to bear from him that you were not iax off. Your 
absence is the more to be regretted as you might without any 
inconvenience have resided with Mr. B — I intended to have 
added to your comforts by my attentions, and hoped to have 
cbeered you by the society of myself and friends. 

Mr. B. is in perfectly good health, and Mr Alston who has 
visited him twice since his arrival, which took place yesterday, 
assures me that his spirits ue good. The rooms in which he 
is confined are very comfortable, they were occupied by my 
Fattier till within a few days, I spent several days and one 
night in them; they are cool, cleiai and retired from all un- 
pleasant company, I hope however that in a few days I shall 
be able to give you more pleasant and cheering information. 
Do not, then, suffer yourself to be depressed by {^prehensions 
which must be tmfounded. In the meantime rest assured 
that nothing shall be neglected to contribute to the comfort of 
your Husband in his present situation which, however, I 
repeat it, is more tolerable than you may imagine. 

Adieu — Kiss your little ones for me. That Heaven may 
shower blessii^ on you all is the sincere wish of your affec- 
tionate 

T. B. Alston. 
My Father's trial will commence in a few days and we look 
forward to it with all the cheerfulness we must derive from 
innocence supported by talents; — for some of the most eminent 
advocates in the Union have volunteered their services in his 



"Addine Agnew, diuchter of tha fOTemor ol the Ue tit Mui, nutrrlad Tllnnnnrhiwiitl 
in 17MI. Thu InMc rjroaed ana [mm Mn. riiiiiiiiiilnMill to bar hnibuid, Aucoit S, 
1807, laTiiic: "Apiiriae CoIddaI Burr of m; wuznnt ukooirlHlcmaita. [or hit own uid 
Ur«. Akton'i kind rcnumbnnos; uid tell Urn to mwran bw ih* bu IsvlrMl nw irtlh ■ 
wumtb ttf Ulaolunant •Uob nanr oan dtaniiiiib. I villi Um to vtw» b« to writs to nw." 
Qnottd in Puton'i, "Life ol Awob Burr," p. Ml. 
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A. Pbivobt" to Aabon Bubb. 

WETBBiDaE, 1 September, [1808.] 

I b^fftD the fear that you had returned to the Antipodes, 
dear Sir, when your weUoome letter informed me of your 
desirable Situation; I apply'd to the Acharda;™ they ea.y'd 
you was gone out of Town; had changed your lodi^ngs, and 
did not know your addrees; the amval of the Packet made me 
more anxious. I had no lettera from Sir George^*" by the last 
Halifax Mail; but my Daughter in law, Mrs. James PrOTOst, 
received one from him, dated the 31st July; when he was 
preparing, with Sir J. B. Warren'"* to go to various parts of 
Nova Scotia, in a Tour, which was to last three weeks, at the 
npilftlion of which he flattered himself, his family would 
uive, which unfortunately cannot be having only sailed from 
Portonouth the 17th Ult. 

I trust to your pitHnise of revisiting Weybridge soon; wheie 
you will meet Mr. and Mrs. Bamett; the Gunns have enjoy'd a 
whole week of happiness during the Egham Races ; where they 
went eveiy days; the fAtes ended with a ball, to which the 
Dutchess of York presided; the Dukes of York, and Cumber- 
lattd, having been the Stewards; I supose tbey mett the other 
Dtike, tho I have not heard it; and be has not been here since; 
el je sma privie At ploutr de voiu tUmner le diiwuement de la 
Pace; Mia. MaUet,"* of Brianston Street, has lamented her 
abeance from it, whm you left your card, she was then in 
Heit'a, and is now in London; I believe aiong, for every body 
is out of it; yoall find it deserted at your return; the geneml 
War to Pwtridges bepns to day; aoDie onupected victors 




■MTK-IS»1. «te ia IMS 
Hen* J<K«w. 
wNrJfite BaiIm* Warns o;U-ISU\i 
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oUigea me to conclude, and gives me only time to aastire you 
of the oncere best wishes of, Dear Sir, Your obliged humbte 
Berrsnt 

A. PsBToar. 
[Addieaaed] A Burr Esq. at J. Bentham Esqr. near Godstow, 
Barrow green.'" 

Mabttin Van Bubbn to Aabon Bobb. 

23 July 1814. 
DBir 

Your polite note with Hatsel I have received and ackncfwl- 
edge my obligation for your particular politeneas and friendly 
solicitude. I shall lodge at the Eagle Tavern formerly Gi^^ 
oiies now Baird's, where I should be happy to meet you. 
Yours 

M. V. Bdbiin 
[Addressed] Col. A. Burr, N. York. 

Aabon Bubs to Josbpb Abnold. 

New Yobe, 6 August, 1816. 

Sib, — Your order is still unpaid and the gentlemen on whom 
it is drawn pieemptorily refuse to pay. I thought it might be 
necessary for your justification to protest it, which has been 
done as you have been many days since advised by the Notary. 

1 have received a letter from Bans(Hn dated 30th July, 
requesting that the taxed bills may be reviewed and pving me 
a deal of advice how to do my own business. 1 am really 
quite ashamed and mortified to see such a letter. It is a very 
trifling and silly attempt to gain a little time and to impose on 
me. He knew perfectly well that the measures he pretends 
to advise were unnecessary and if necessary, that I must be 
much better informed of it than he could be. My bills are 
against him and not agiunst Campbell. Ransom has not 
answered one of my letters for the last ax months. How 
often have I bid him to send me the bcmd — and yet he dares 
to tell me that he wishes to [be7] placed in a dtuation to compel 



•■H* mnt to B<o(huQ oo Ancnit 18th ukl at^a on tha 20th, nmAlalu onr tin SMh . 
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Campbell to pay? Why then does he not send me 1^ bond. 
He has been speculating on my money for nearly nine moDths 
and now writes me a letter of two pt^es without a word from 
which I cui infer that be ever means to pay me, nor do I 
believe that he does if he can any way avoid it. Whilst the 
suit was pending he was very liberal of his promises. Now he 
has got his money, he seems resolved to keep it. 

If I should not by return of mul receive the money or a 
satisfactory reply, I shall not write agwn and he may blame 
himself for the consequences."* I am Sir Your humble eeiv 
vant, 

A. BUBH. 

Please to transmit my receipt and take up your order. 
Joseph Arnold, Esqr., Pawlings Town. 

John C. Calhoun to MArrasw L. Davis. 
Dbpabtuint or Wab, 

January 6th. 1818. 
StB, 

Endosed herewith, you will receive the other part of your 
Contract for the sigiply of rations to the troc^ of the United 
States within the States of Vermont, New York and New 
Jersey, ccanmencing the 1st. of June 1818, and ending the 
3l8t. of May 1819, executed on the part of the government. I 
have the honor to be, Your obt. Savant, 

J. C. Caisoun 



!•«■ hH tnu l iU >M w t te «tT« ^ ^ n 



ovGoo'^lc 



1919.] 



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS, 1690-1820. 



Pabt XI: OHIO 



COHFIUED BT CL&BENCB B. BRIGHAM 

The following bibliography attempts, first, to present a 
historical sketch of every newspaper printed In the United 
States from 1690 to 1820; secondly, to locate all files found in 
the various libraries of the country; and thirdly, to give a 
complete check list of the issues in the library of the American 
Antiquarian Society. 

The historical sketch of each paper gives the title, the date 
of esteblishment, the name of the editor or publisher, the fre- 
quency of issue and the date of discontinuance. It also 
attempts to give the exact date of iasue when a change in title 
or name of publisher or frequency of publication occurs. 

In locating files to be found in various libraries, no attempt 
is made to list every issue. In the case of common papers 
which are to be found in many libraries, only the longer files 
are noted, with a description of their completeness. Rare 
newspapers, which are known by only a few scattered issues, 
are minutely listed. 

The check list of the issues in the library of the American 
Antiquarian Society follows the style of the Library of Con- 
gress "Check List of Eighteenth Century Nefrapapers," and 
records all supplemente, Tnimting issues and mutilations. 

The arrangement is alphabetical by Stetes and towns. 
Towns are placed according to their present Stete location. 
For convenience of alphabetization, the initial "The" in the 
tities of papers is disregarded. Papers are conmdered to be of 
folio «ze, unless oUierwise steted. Ihere are no abbreviations 
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exc^t in the names of the libraries where files are located, and 
Uieae should be easily understood. A superior italic "m" is 
used in the listing of the Society's files to agnify mutilated 
copy. The bibliography includes only newspapers, and does 
notUstmagannes; the distinction has sometimes been difficult 
to draw, but tiie test has generally been the induaon of current 
news. Nether in the historical sketches nor in the liaUng of 
files is any account taken of the existence of the paper after 
1820. 

All files, except in a few instances, have been personal^ 
examined by the compiler of this list, and the facta stated have 
been drawn from an inspection of the papers themselves and 
not based on second&ry authoritiea. 

The bibli(^raphy will be published in the Proceedings in 
about fifteen installments, after which the material will be 
gathered into a volume, with an historical introduction, ac- 
knowledgement of assistance rendered, and a comprehen^ve 
index of titles and names of printers. Reprints of each in- 
stallment will not be made, nor will the names of papers ot 
printers be indexed in the Proceedings. Since the material 
will be held in type until after the printing of the final in- 
stallment, the compiler will welcome additions and corrections. 
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[BurlingbHi] Scioto Telegraph, see under PMtsmouth. 
•Cadiz Informant, 1816-1818. 

Weekly. Established in December, 1816, judging from 
the date of the first and only ieaue located, that of Jan. 9, 

1818, vol. 2, no. 55, publiahed by Smith & Harris ( 

Smith and John Hams), with the title of "The Cadit 
Informant." It was pubhatied in the spring of 1S18 by 
Smith & Harris (Eilbomn, "Ohio Gazetteer," 1818, p. 
141). In the "Cadiz Republican" of Jan. 18, 1917, tlie 
statement is made that the first Cadiz newspaper was 
established Sept. 15, 1815, which statement was baaed 
upon an article in the Republican about 1843 noting an 
old copy of a Cadiz newspaper which was brought in for 
the editor's examination. No copy M a paper earlier 
than "The Cadiz Informant" has been located. 
A. A. S. has: 
1818. Jan. 9. 
« [Cadiz] Ohio Luminary, 1819. 

Published in the spring of 1819 by John Harris (Kil- 
boum, "Ohio Gazetteer," 1819, p. 169). No cc^ 
located. 
'[CanbHi] Ohio Repository, 1815-1820+. 

Weekly. Established Mar. 30, 1815, by John Saxton, 
with tiie title of "The Ohio Repoatory, " and so continued 
until after 1820. 

Canton Repository office has Mar. 30, 1815-Dec. 28, 
1820. Ohio Arch. & Hist. Soc. has Mar. 30, 1815. 
Western Reserve Hist. Soc. has Mar. 6, July 24, 1818. 
A. A. S. has: 

1817. Oct. 30. 
t[Cfailllcothe] Fredonlan, 1807-1809. 

Weekly. Established Feb. 19, 1807, by Hinde & 
Richardson (Thomas S. Hinde and Robert D. Richardson) , 
with the title of "The Fredoniao. " In July, 1807, Hhide 
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retired and R. D. Richardsou became the publisher. 
Early in 1808 the title was changed to "Fredonian." 
The last issue located is that of Aug. S, 1808, vol. 2, no. 
67. Bichardflon advertises in "The Independent Repub- 
lican" of Sept. 8, 1809, to collect his debts, and refers to 
his paper as "the late Fredonian. " 

Harvard has Feb. 19, Mar. 7, 14, Apr. 4, May 16, June 
6, 13, 26, July 31, Aug. 28, Sept. 11, 25, Oct. 16, 23, Nov. 
20, 27, 1807. Lib. Congreee has Mar. 14, 1807; Jan. 5, 
1808. H. W. Phelps, Columbus, has June 13, 1807. 
Wis. Hist Soc. has July 22, 1808. A. A. S. has: 

1807. Mar. 7. 

May 2, Aug. 7. 

1808. July 22, 29. 
Aug. 5. 

I t [CUUicothe] Fredonlao. 1811, 1812-181^^ 

Weekly. A continuation, without change of volume 
numbering, of "The Indepotdent Republican." The 
first issue with the title of " The Fredonian, " was that of 
Sept. 19, 1811, vol. 3, no. 106, published by R. D. Rich- 
ardson & Co. (Robert D. and Thomas H. Richardson). 
It was discontinued at Chillicothe with the issue of Oct. 3, 
1811, vol. 3, no. 108, and removed to Circleville, where it 
was published from Oct. 9, 1811 to Aug. 11, 1812. For 
these issues, see under Circleville. 

With the issue of Aug. 25, 1812, vol. 3, no. 48, it was 
returned to ChilUcothe, it then heias published by Robert 
D. lUchardson. With the issue of Sept. 1, 1812, Richard- 
son formed a partnership with John Bailhache under the 
film name of Richardson & Bailhache, who continued the 
paper to the last issue located, that of Oct. 26, 1813, vol. 
4, no. 52. 

Ohio State Lib. has Sept 19, Oct 3, 1811; Aug. 25, 
1812-Oct. 26, 1813. Harvard has Oct 3, 1811; Jan. 26, 
Mar. 16, 23, May 11, June 1, Aug. 3 - 17, 31, Oct. 26, 1813. 
A. A. S. has: 

1812. Sept. 16. 

1813. Aug. 10. 
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« [ChlDicothe] freeman's Journal, 1800. 

Sdmund Freeman, publisher of " Freenum'B Journal" 
at Cinciimati, removed to Chillicotbe in 1800 (Daniel 
Drake, "Natural and Statistical View, or Picture of Cin- 
cinnati," 1815, p. 162). This was evidently because of 
the Act of Congress, approved May 7, 1800, making 
Chillicothe the capital of the Ohio territory. In the 
records of the territonal court at Chillicothe in 1800 is to 
be found an order that certain advertisementa should be 
inserted in "Freouan's paper" ("Ohio Centennial Cele- 
braticm," 1903, p. 565). In "The Western Spy," of 
Cintannati, of Nov. 5, 1800, is Uie following death notice: 
"On Saturday, the 25th ult. at his father's place, on Sever 
Creek, Med River settlentent, Mr. Edmund Freeman, 
printer, formerly of this place. " No copies of the Chilli- 
cothe issues have been located. 

^[ChiUicotlie] Independent RepubUcon. 1800-1811. 

Weekly. Established Sept. 8, 1809, by Peter Parcels, 
vith the title of "The Independent Republican." The 
last issue with this title was that of Sept. 13, 1811, voL 
3, no. 105, when Parcels sold out to R. D. Richardson 
& Co., who continued the paper under the title of "The 
Fredonian, " which see. 

Ohio State Lib. has Dec. 13, 1809; Sept. 13, 1810-6ept. 
13, 1811. Lib. Congress has Nov. 20, 1809; Feb. 1, 1810- 
Cincinnad Y. M. M. Lib. has Apr. 4, 1811. Harvard has 
May 23, 30, June 6, 27, Aug. 1, ISU. A. A. S. has: 

1809. Sept. 8, 18, 26. 
Oct. 9, 30. 
Nov. 27. 

1810. Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Feb. 8. 

Mar. 1, 8-, 16, 22. 
May 24. 
June 28. 
July 5, 19. 
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Sept. 27. 

Dec. 27-. 

1811. May 9-. 

< [Cfafflicothel Ohio Herald, 1805-1807. 

Weekly. Egtablished July 27, 1806, by Thomas G. 
Bradford & Co., with the title of "The Ohio Hwald. " In 
July, 1806, the title was altered to "Ohio Herald." The 
last issue located is that of Nov. 15, 1806, vol. 2, no. 67. 
The paper was succeeded by "The Fredonian" eariy in 
1807. 

Harvard has July 27, Aug. 17, Sept. 7, 21, 28, Oct. 12, 
Nov. 2, Dec. 21, 1805; June 28, Aug. 2, 30, Oct. 18, 25, 
Nov. 8, 15, 1806. Detrdt Pub. Ub. has Nov.' 30, 1805. 
A. A. S. has: 

180S. Jufy27. 
Aug. 17. 

* IChmkotlie] Scioto Gazette, 1800-1820+. 

Weekly. Established late in April, 1800, judpng frcnn 
the volume numbering of the earliest r^^ular issue located, 
that of Sept. 17, 1801, vol. 2, no. 74. The paper was 
probably printed during its first year by Winsbip A WlUis 
(mnn Winship and Nathaidel Willis) as they were chosen 
printers of the legislative journals on Nov. 5, 1800. 
Before August, 1801, N. Willis became sole publisher of 
tbe paper, wldch was entitied "The Scioto Gawtte." 
la the issue of Oct. 15, 1804, Willis says "Our next paper 
will complete four years sinoe it came into the hands of 
the i»eflent editor." Tie issue of Oct. 24, 1805, accord- 
ing to an editorial, "completes five years ednce its first 
publication." With the issue of Dec. 29, 1805, Willis 
sold out to Jtoeeph] S. Collins ft Co. From 1805 to 1809 
Petw Parcels was editor, althou^ his name did not 
aiq)ear in tbe imprint. At some time between Sept. 30, 
1812, and Aim-. 7, 1814, James Barnes became puUisber. 
bi August, 1815, John Bailhache became pul^sho-, 
ehaaged the title to '"Hw Scioto Gaaette, and Fredcnian 
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Chronicle," and adopted a new volume nombering. 
With the iaeue of Oct. 2, 1818, Bailhache transferred the 
proprietorBhip to John Scott, hut with the issue of Apr. 

16. 1819, be again became a proprietor and the paper was 
published by Bailhache A Scott. With this issue, more- 
over, the initial "The" was dropped from the title. The 
paper was so continued until after 1820. 

Scioto Gazette Company lias Aug. 2, 9, Sept. 10, Nov. 
7, 28, Dec. 19, 1801; Jan. 9-Apr. 17, May 22-Oot. 2, 1802; 
Jan. 1, 1803-Dec. 29, 1814; Apr. 24, June 5, July 24, 31, 
Sept. 11, 1818; Feb. 10, 1820. N. Y. Pub. Lib. has 
Sept. 17, 1801;Mar. 10, 1810. Harvard has Oct. 17, Deo. 
6, 1801; Feb. 26, May 14, June 2S, July 9, 30, Aug. 6, 
20, 27, Sept. 17-Oct. 15, 1803; June 11, July 16, Oct. 29, 
Nov. 12, Dec. 3, 1804; Mar. 18, 25, Apr. 8-22, May 6-20, 
June 10, 24, July 1, 8, 22, 29, Aug. 19 -Sept. 2, 23-Oot 7, 
24 -Dec. 5, 29, 1805; Jan. 9, 1806. Lib. Congress has 
Apr. 10, 1802; Mar. 5, 1807; Nov. 28, 1816; Jan. 1, 1819- 
Dec. 28, 1820. Chillicothe Pub. Lib. has June 19, 1802- 
June25, 1803. Chicago Hist Soc. has Jan. 30 -Feb. 20, 
1806; Sept. 3, 1807; Sept. 26, 1810; Sept. 25, 1818- Dec. 

28.1820. CincinnatiY. M. M. Lib. hasMaySO, JuneO, 
1810; May 22, Oct. 2, 1811. Ohio Hist, t Phil. Soc. has 
Sept. 10, 1804. Univ. of Chicago has Nov. 27, 1806. 
Western Reserve Hist. Soc. has Dec. 12, 1810. Wis. 
Hist. Soc. has Dec. 4, 1818. A. A. S. has: 

1800. Supplement: [U. S. Cong. Act, passed May 

10, 1800.] 

1801. Extra: Aug. 2. 
Supplement: Oct. 17. 

1803. Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22. 
Nov. 6, 12, 19. 
Dec. 3, 10. 
Extra: [August]. 

1804. Jan. 2, 16, 23. 
Feb. 20. 
Mar. 12. 

Apr. 16, 23, 30. 
May 14, 28. 
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June i, II, 18, 2S. 
July 9, 16, 23. 
Oct. IS, 29. 
Not. S, 19, X. 
Dec. 3, 10. 

1805. Mm. 11", 18. 
Apr. 1, 15, 22, 29. 
May 0, 13, 27. 
June 10, 24. 

Jul; 1, 8, IS, 22, 29. 
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26. 
Sept. 0, 16, 23, 30. 
Oct. 7, 14, 24, 31. 
Not. 7, 28. 

1806. Jan. 23, 30. 
Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27. 
Mar. 6, 13, 27. 
Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24. 
Majt 1, 8, IS, 22, 29. 
June 6, 26. 

July 3, 10. 
Aug. 7, 28. 
Sept. 4, 18. 
Oct. 9, 23, 30. 
Not. 6, 13, 20, 27. 
Dec. 2S. 
Supplement: Mar. 29. 

1807. Jan. 8. 
Feb. 5, 12. 
Mai. S, 12, 19. 
Apr. 9. 

June 4, 11. 
JulyM. 
Aug. 20, 27. 
Sept. 3, 10, 17. 
Oct I, 8, IS, 29. 
Nov. 19. 
Dec. 21. 
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1808. Jan. i. 11. 

Mar. 21. 

Apr. 4, 11, 18. 

May 16, 23, 30. 

June 6, 20. 

July 1, 19, 28. 

Aug. 9, 23. 

Sept. a, 23. 

Dec. 26. 
I8W. Jan. 16, 30. 

Feb. 6, 13, 27. 

Mar. e, 20, 27. 

Apr. 24. 

May 8, 29. 

June 6, 12, 26. 

July 10, 17. 

Aug. 7. 

Sept. 11, 26. 

Oct. 2, 9, 16. 

Nor. 6, 13, 20, 29. 

Deo. 6, 13, 20. 

Supplement: Deo. 15. 
rSIO. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. 

Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28. 

Mar. 7, 14, 21. 

Apr. 11, 18, 25. 

May 9, 16. 

June 6, 27. 

July 4, 11. 

Aug. 1, 22. 

Sept. 5, 26. 

Oct. 10, 24. 

Nov. 7, 21, 28. 

Deo. 12, 19. 

Supplemont: Jan. 3, 10.' 
1811. Jan. 9, 23. 

Feb. 6, 13. 

Mar. 13, 27. 



jiGooi^lc 



Ameriean Antiquarian Society. [Apr., 





Apr. 17, 24. 




May 1, 8, 15. 


1812. 


Sept. 30. 


1814. 


Apr. 7, 28. 


1815. 


Nov. 2. 


1816. 


Sept. 28. 


1818. 


Apr. 3, 24. 




May 22. 


1819. 


June 18". 




July 23. 




Extra: Jan. 2 



([ChlOkotbe] Supporter, 1808-1820+. 

Weekly. Establiflbed Oct. 6, 1808, jud^ng &om the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Dec. 8, 1808^ vol. 
1, no. 10, published by Nashee and Deomy (Geotge 
Naahee and George Denny, acctmling to their proposals 
- m "The Scioto Gazette" of Aug. 23, 1808), vith the title 
of "The Supporter." In March, 1816, the partnership 
yns diaaolved and the paper publiahed by Geoige Nashee. 
It was BO continued until after 1820. 

Ohio State Lib. has Dec. 8, 1808-Sept. 26, 1815; Oct 
29, 1816-Nov. 22, 1820. Cinchmati Y. M. M. Ub. has 
Dec. 30, 1809; Mar. 2, 23, May 25, June 8-29, July 13, 
Aug. 3, 17, Not. 23-Dec. 7, 21, 1811. Western Reaerre 
Hist. Soc. has May 18, 1809. Lib. Congress has Aug. 6, 
1816. Manetta Coll. has Aug. 29, Oct. 31, Not. 14, 21, 
Dec. 12, 1815; Jan. 16, Feb. 6-27, Apr. 2-Not.26, 1816; 
Oct 14, Not. 4-18, Dec. 2-30, 1818; Jsn. 6, 1819-Dec. 
20, 1820. Ohio Hist. & PhU. Soc. has Dec. 1, 1813. 
Ohio Arch, ft Hist. Soc. has June 3, 1818. Wis. Hist. Soc. 
has July 5, 1820. A. A. S. has: 

1809. Jan. 5 to Dec. 30. 
Extra: July 16. 
Hisung: Jan. 19, Mar. 23, May 4, Aug. 11, 
Not. 10, Dec. 30. 
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1810. Jan. 6 to Dec. 29. 

Missiug: Jan. 20, Apr. 28. 

1811. Jan. 5 to Deo. 28. 

Miasing: Mar. 23. 

1812. Jan. 4 to Dec. 26. 

Mutilated: Dec. 26. 

Missing: July 11, Aug. 16, Oct. 17. 

1813. Jan. 2 to Dec. 29. 
[Extra]: Feb. 2. 

Mutilated: Dec. 8. 
Missing: Sept. 29, Oct. 6. 

1814. Jan. 5 to Dec. 31. 

Missing: Jan. 12, 19, Feb. 2, Apr. 9, May 7, 
July 2, 30, Aug. 6, 27, Oct. 8, 22, Nov. 26, 
Dec. 3, 10. 
ISIS. Jan. 7, 17, 24. 

Feb. 14. 

May 30. 

June 13, 20, 27. 

July 18-. 

Aug. 8, 16-. 

Sept. 4-, 26. 

Extra: May 10. 

1816. Feb. 6. 

Apr. 2, 9, 16, 30. 
May 14. 

June 4-, 11, 18, 26. 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. 
Aug. 6, 13, 20. 
Nov. 6, 12, 19, 26. 
Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 81. 

1817. Jan. 14, 21. 
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 26. 
Mar. 4, 11. 
Apr. 1, 16, 22. 
May 13, 27. 
June 3, 10. 

July 1, 8, 16, 22, 29. 
Aug. 28. 
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Oct. 7, 14, 21. 
Nov. 4, 11, 18. 
Dec. 2, 9, 30. 
1818. Jan. 6, 13, 20. 

fOifflicothe] We^y RectH^er, 1814-1820+- 

Weekly. EBtablished July 5, 1814, by John Andrews, 
with the title of "The Weekly Recorder." It was of 
quarto aie, with eight pages to the issue, and each volume 
had a title-page and index. Although primarily a 
religioufi newspaper, it contained consideroble local news, 
obituaries, etc. Witii the issue of Aug. 18, 1819, John 
Andrews took his son John C. Andrews into partnership 
under the firm name of John Andrews & Son. So con- 
tinued until after 1820. 

Western Reserve Hist. Soc. has July 5, lS14-Dec. 27, 
1820. Carnegie Lib. of All^heny has July 5, 1814— Aug. 
17, 1820. Ohio Hist. A PhU. Soc. has July 5, 1814- June 
28, 1816; July 31, 18t6-July 31, 1818; Aug. 18, 1819- Aug. 
17, 1820. Wis. Hist. Soc. has July 6, 1814-JuIy 16, 1819; 
Mar. 2-Aug. 3, 1820. N. Y. Hist. Soc. has July S, 1814- 
June 28, 1815. Ohio Arch. & Hist. Soc. has Jan. 19- 
June 14, 1815. Marietta Coll. has Dec. 4, 1813 ; Feb. 20, 
1816-Dec. 27, 1820, scattering issues. Univ. lA Chicago 
has Sept. 18, Dec. 4, 1818; Jan. 1 -Oct. 6, 1819. Detroit 
Pub. Lib. has Aug. 24-Dec. 27, 1820. A. A. S. has: 

1815. Mar. 16-, 23. 
Apr. 6, 13, 20. 
May 3, 17, 24, 31. 
June 14, 21, 28. 
Index. 

1816. July 31 to Dec. 24. 
TiUe-page. 

1817. Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 
Title-page. 

1818. Jan. 3 to Dec. 25. 
Title-page. 

1819. Jan. 1 to Dec. 30. 
Title-page. 

1830. Jan. 6 to Dec. 27. 
Title-page. 
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• [Cindniutil Advertiser. 1810-1811. 

Weekly. BstabliBhed June 13, 1810, by Francis Men- 
nesaier, with the title of " The Advertiser. " It Bucceeded 
"The Whig," coQtinuii^ its advertisements, but adopting 
a ner title and volume numbering. Daniel Drake, in 
his "Natural and Statistical View, or Picture of Cindn- 
nati," 1815, p. 162, states that it expired in November, 
1811. 

A. A. S. has: 
1810. June 13, 27. 

andniuti Advertiser, 1818-1820, see [OncinnaU] Inquisitor. 

• [Oociniiati] Centinel of tiie North- Western Territory, 1793- 

1796. 

Weekly. Established Nov. 9, 1793, by W[illiam1 Max- 
well, with the title of " The CentJnel of the North-Westem 
Territory. " It was of quarto aie, but with the issue of 
July 12, 1794, was enlarged to folio. It was discontinued 
in June, 1796, probably with the issue of June 11, 1796, 
as Maxwell inserted an advertasement, dated June 13, 
1796, in the early numbers of the "Freeman's Journal," 
stating that he had discont^ued the printing business. 
It was succeeded by the "Freeman's Journal." 

Otuo State Lib, has Nov. 9, 1793-Nov. 8, 1794. Ohio 
HiBt.APhil.Soc.Nov.23, 1793-June4, 1796. Harvard 
has June 7, 27, July 4, Aug. 1, Oct. 31, Dec. 26, 1795; 
Apr. 9, 23, 30, 1796. N. Y. Hist. Soc. has May 23, 1795. 

• [Cincinnati] Freeman's Journal, 1796-1800. 

Weekly. Established June 18, 1796, judging from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of July 9, 1796, vol. 
I, no. 4, published by S. Freeman, and Son (Samuel and 
Edmund Freeman), with the title of "Freeman's Jour- 
nal." At some time between Mar. 25, 1797, and Oct. 
27, 1798, Edmund Freeman became sole proprietor and 
published the paper up to the time of the last issue 
located, that of Oct. 1, 1799, vol. 4, no. 19. Daniel Drake 
in his "Natural and Statistical View, or Picture of 
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Cincinnati," 1816, p. 162, states that Freeman continued 
the paper until the b^nnii^ of 1800, and then removed 
to Chillicothe. Freeman advertises in "The Western 
Spy" of Cincinnati, under date of Mar. 1, 1800, that he 
has " this day ^ven all accoimta into the hands of Thomas 
Morris, for collection. " See under ChiUicothe-Freeman'a 
Journal. 

Harvard has July 9, 23-Sept. 3, 17, Oct. 8, 22, Nov. 6, 
12, 26-Dec. 31, 1796; Mar. 4-25, 1797; Mar. 5, 1799. 
Ohio Hist. & Phil. Soc. has Oct. 27, 1798; Oct. 1, 1799. 
A. A. S. has: 

1797. Mar. 25. 

•Cincfamati Gazette. 1816. 

Weekly. Established July 15, 1816, by Thomas Pal- 
mer, with the title of "The Cincinnati Gazette." In 
December, 1816, it was consolidated with " Liberty Hall, " 
which with the issue of Dec. 11, 1816, was entitled 
"Liberty Hall & Cincinnati Gasette." 
Ohio Hist. A Phil. Soc. has July 15-Sept. 2, 1816. 

I [dnclooatil Inquisitor. 1818-1820+. 

Weekly. Established June 23, 1818, by Cooke, Powers 
& Penney (Edward B. Cooke, Benjamin F. PowerB and 
Thomas Penney), with the title of "The Inquisitor, and 
Cincinnati Advertiser. " With the issue of Aug. 4, 1818, 
the title was changed to "Inquisitor Cincinnati Adver- 
tiser," the word "Inquisitor" being in smaller type 
above the main titie "Cincinnati Advertiser," which 
might cause the paper to be alluded to as the "Cincinnati 
Advertiser. " althouf^ the editors usually referred to it as 
the "Inquiator." With the issue of May 11, 1S19, the 
firm was dissolved and a new firm was formed of Powers 
& Hopkins (Benjamin F. Powers and Geoige F. Hopkins). 
With the issue of Sept. 12, 1820, Benj. F. Powers became 
sole publisher and so continued until after 1820. 

Ohio Hist. «fc Phil. Soc. has June 23, 181S-July 18, 
1820. Ohio State Lib. has July 21, 1818-Dec. 12, 1820. 
Cincinnati Y. M. M. Lib. has June 30, 1818-Dec 21, 
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1819. N. Y. Hist. Soc. has June 23, 1818- June 15, 1819. 
Lib. CongresB has May 4, 1819-Sept. 6, 1820. Wis. Hist. 
Soc. has Nov. 24, 1818. Univ. of Chicago has Jan. 26, 
1819; June 29, 1820 A. A. S. has: 

1818. Aug. 4, 11-. 
Sept. 8". 

1819. Mar. 2-, 30-. 
May 25". 



«[Cliiclaiiatl] Liberty Hall, 1804-1820+. 

Weekly and semi-weekly. Established Dec. 4, 1804, by 
John W. Browne, with the title of "Liberty Hall and 
Cincinnati Mercury." With the issue of Apr. 13, 1809, 
HiS title was shortened to "Liberty Hall," and John W. 
Browne took his son, Samuel J. Browne, and James H. 
Looker into partnership, under the firm name of J. W. 
Browne, & Co. John W. Browne died Jan. 3, 1813, and 
with the issue of Jan. 12, 1813, the paper was published l^ 
the surviving partners, Browne & Looker. S. J. Browne 
disposed of his iuterest to Andrew Wallace, and with the 
issue of Nov. 16, 1813, the paper was published by J. H. 
Looker & A. Wallace. With the issue of Dec. 11, 1815, 
"The Cincinnati Gazette" was consolidated with it, and 
the title was changed to "Liberty Hall & Cindnnatd 
Gazette," published by Looker, Palmer & Reynolds 
(James H. Looker, Thomas Palmer and 8 — Reynolds), 
Wallace having sold out his interest. The "&" in the 
title was changed to "and" with the issue of May 20, 
1816. ^ith the isaue of Dec. 30, 1816, Looker and Rey- 
nolds were replaced by Ephraim Morgan in the firm, which 
became E. Morgan ic Co. (changed to Moi^an, Palmer & 
Co. with the issue of Jan. 20, 1817). With tie issue of 
Sept. 1, 1817, James Lodge replaced Palmer in the firm 
which became Morgan, Lodge and Co. The paper 
became a semi-weekly with the issue of Mar, 9, 1819 and 
was BO continued until after 1820. 
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Cincmnati Y. M. M. Lib. has Dec. 4, 1804-Feb. 3, 
1817; Oct. 20, 181S-Mar. 3, 1820. OUo State Lib. baa 
Dec. 16, ISOS-Nov. 19, 1808; Jan. 19, 1811-Dec. 4, 1816; 
Mar. 11, 1816-Dec. 30, 1820. Cincinnati Pub. Lib. baa 
Apr. 10, 1811 -Dec. 22, 1812; Jan. 7, 1813; June 14, 1814- 
Jiine 3, 1818; Aug. 11, lS18-Dec. 30, 1820. Lib. Ckm- 
gnaa baa Sept 21, 1807; Apr. 9, 30, June 25, July 9, 16, 
Aug. 20-Sept. 10, 24, Not. 26, lS08-Apr. 3, 1811; Apr. 
26, Oct. 11, 1814-Sept. 11, 181S, fail; June 9, 1818-Dei;. 
30, 1820. Wia. Hiat. Soc. baa Apr. 17, 1811 -Aug. 30, 
1814, fair; June 24, 1816. Ohio Hist. & Phil. Soc baa 
Jan. 3, Oct. 28, 1816-June 3, 1818; Mar. 9, 1819-Mar. 3, 
1820. Western Reeerre hsa Jan. 6, ISlO-Mar. 24, 1820. 
Earrard baa Sept, 15, 1812-Dec. 13, 1814, fan-. N. J. 
Hist. Soc. baa June 22, 1813; Jan. 6-Sept. 22, 1817, fair; 
Jan. 21, Mar. 18, June 30, July 14, Aug. 4, Dec. 15, 1818. 
Marietta College baa Mar. 18-Apr. 1, Aug. 18, 25, Sept. 
39, Oct 6, 1818; Jan. 19-Dec. 28, 1819; Nor. ll,Dec. 2- 
1«, 1820. Fort Jeryia, N. Y., lib., haa Aug. 4, 1807. 
Tale has Jan. 7, 1813. A. A. S. baa: 



I80t. 


Oct. 21. 




Nov. 18. 




Dec. 16. 




Supplement: Dec. 16. 


1807. 


Jan. 20. 




Feb. 3. 




Mar. 3, 31. 




Apr. 14, 28. 




June 2. 


MM. 


June 18. 


■am. 


Feb. 16. 


UIOi 


Aug. 8. 


1812. 


June 23. 




July 14, 21, 28. 




Aug. 4, 11, 18. 




Sept IS, 21, 25, 29. 




Oct 13. 
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Not. 3, 10, 17, 24. 
Dec. 8. 
Extra: July 11. 

1813. Feb. 16, 23. 
Mar. 2, 23, 30. 
Apr. 6, 20, 27. 
May 4, 18, 26-. 
June 1, 8, 22, 29-. 
July 6, 13, 20, 27. 
Aug. 24. 

Sept. 7, 21, 28. 
Oct. 12", 26. 
Nov. 30. 
Dec. 7, 14, 21. 

1814. Jan. 11, 26. 
Feb. 1, 8. 
Mar. 15. 

Apr. 12, 19, 26. 
May 10, 17. 
June 14, 28. 
July 12. 
Aug. 2, 16. 
Sept. 27. 
Oct. 4, 18. 
Nov. 22, 29. 
Dec. 30. 

1815. Jan. 6, 11, 28. 
Feb. 4, 11, 18. 
Mar. 25. 
Apr. 1, 16, 22. 
May 8, 16, 22. 
June 6, 19, 26. 
July 3, 17. 
Aug. 7, 14, 28. 
Sept. 4, 18. 
Oct. 16, 23. 
Not. 13, 20, 27. 

Dec. 11 (fac-eim), 18, 26. 
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int. Jan. 8. 
Mar. 4. 

Apr. 15, 22, 2B. 
May S, U, 20, 27. 
Junes, 10, 17, 24. 
Jul; 1, 8, 22, 20. 
Aug. 5, 12, 10, 26. 
Sept. 2, 0, 16, 22, 25, 30. 
Oct. 7, 21, 28. 
Not. 4, 11, 18, 2S-. 
Dec. 2, 0, 16, 23. 

1817. Jan. 27. 
Feb. 3, 10, 17. 
Mar. 3, 17, 31. 
Apr. 7, 14, 28. 
May 12. 
June 30". 
Dec. 1. 

1818. Bept. 15. 

I [Cinciiiiiatt] Lltenf> Cadet, 1810-1820. 

Weekly. Established Nov. 22, 1819, vith tbe title of 
"The Literary Cadet," edited by Joseph Buchanan and 
printed by Looker, Reynolds & Co. (Jamea H. Looker and 

8 Beynolds). It was of quarto size. With the 

iseue of Jan. 3, 1820, the size waa enlarged to folio and the 
title waa changed to "Literary Cadet, and Cheap City 
Advertiaer." The last issue was that of Apr. 27, 1820, 
vol. 1, no. 23, after which it was consolidated with the 
"Western Spy." 

Ohio State Lib. has Not. 22, 1819 -Apr. 27, 1820. 

I [CIncionatll Spirit of tbe West, 1814-1815. 

Weekly. Eatablished July 26, 1814, by M[ ^1 S. 

Pettit, with the title of "Spirit of the West," and 80 
continued until Apr. 29, 1815, vol. 1, no. 41. 

Cmcuinati Pub. Lib. has July 26, 1814-Apr. 29, 1816. 
Wis. Hist. SochaaJuly 26, 1814. Ohio Hist. & Phil. Soc. 
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has Nov. 29, 1814; Mar. 4-18, Apr. S, 15, 1815. A. A. S. 

1814. July 26. 

Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23. 
Sept. 6, 13, 27. 
Nov. 15. 

• [Onciiinatl] Western ^y, 1799-1820+. 

Weekly. Eatabliahed May 28, 1799, by Joseph Car- 
penter, with the title of " The Western Spy, and Hamilton 
Gazette. " With the issue of Dec. 10, 1799, Jonathan S. 
Findlay was taken into partnership and the paper was 
published by Carpenter A findlay. With the issue of 
Ai^. 3, 1803, Findlay's name disappeared from the im- 
print, which became Joseph Carpenter & Co., but Findlay 
still retained his interest in the firm. With the issue of 
Sept. 4, 1805, he finally sold out and Joseph Carpentor 
became sole proprietor. With this issue of Sept. 4, 1806, 
the title was changed to "The Western Spy, and Miami 
Gazette." Wit^ the issue of July 29, 1806, David L. 
Carney became the publisher. With the issue of Aug. 6, 
1808, George Williamson became the publidter, and 
continued the paper until April, 1809, when he sold it to 
its former editor, David L. Carney, who established 
"The Whig" in its place. 

On Sept. 1, 1810, Joseph Carpenter A Co. reestablished 
"The Western Spy" with a new volume numbering. 
Carpenter died Mar. 10, 1814, and with the issue of Apr. 
9, 1814, E[phraim] Morgan A Co. became the publishers, 
Carpenter's estate, however, retaining an interest. With 
the issue of July 23, 1814, a new series volume numbering 
was started and the paper was published by E. Morgan & 
M[icajah] T. Williams, they havmg bought out the 
Carpenter interest. With the issue of Apr. 26, 1816, the 
firm was dissolved and Williams admitted James M. 
Mason to partnerstup, under the firm name of Williams & 
Mason. With the issue of June 20, 1818, Samuel Todd 
was admitted to the firm, which became Williams, Mason, 
and Co. In the issue of Jan. 9, 1819, it was announced 
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that the finn of Williams & Mason had been diasolyed on 
June 8, 1818, by the transfer of Williams's interest to 
Todd, and that the new finn of Williams, Mason & Co. 
was now dissolved, to be succeeded by a firm comprising 
Jamee M, Mason and Thomas Palmer. With the issue of 
Jan. 16, 1819, the Utle was changed to "Western Spy, and 
Cincinnati General Advertiser, " and with that of Jan. 23, 
1819, the firm name of Mason and Palmer appeared in 
the imprint. With the issue of Apr. 29, 1820, the 
"Literary Cadet" was absorbed, and the title was changed 
to "Western Spy, and Literary Cadet," edited by Joseph 
Buchanan, and published by Looker, Palmer it Reynolds 
(James H. Looker, Thomas Palmer and S Rey- 
nolds). With the issue of Sept. 14, 1820, the title was 
eli^tly altered to "Western Spy & Literary Cadet." 
Continued until after 1820. 

Cinchmati Y. M. M. Lib. has May 28, 1799-Jan. 4. 
1804; Aug. 1, 1804-Apr. 8, 1806; Aug. 26, 1806-July 2, 
1808; Sept. 16, 1810-Oct. 17, 1812. Ohio mst.& Phil. 
Soc. has Dec. 3, 1799; Feb. 4, 1801; Sept. 18, 1802; Aug. 
81, 1803; Jan. 25, 1804; Oct. 23, Nov. 13, 1805-Feb. 11, 
1806; Mar. 25-July 29, 1806; Sept. 12, 1812-May 30, 
1818;Feb. 26, Apr. 29-Dec. 28, 1820. Wis. Hist. Soc. 
has July 23, 1814 -Dec. 28, 1820. Lib. Congress has 
Feb. 11, 1801; Aug. 21, Sept. 4, Oct. 16, 1805; Apr. 6, 
1807; July 28, 1815-Sept. 7, 1820. Ohio State lib. has 
May 24, 1816-Dec. 28, 1820. Cincinnati Pub. Lib. has 
July 25, 1817 - Dec.28, 1820. Harvard has Jan. 7, 1801 ; 
Sept 15, 1810-Nov. 9, 1811, scattering file; Nov. 28, 
1812-Dec. 10, 1814, scattering file. Ohio Arch. & Hist. 
Soo. has Sept. 31, 1799. Hist. Soc. of Northwestern Ohio, 
Toledo, has Aug. 1, 1804. Western Reaesrve Hist. Soc 
has Aug. 16, 1816. Univ. of Chicago has Jan. 23, 1819. 
A. A. S. has: 

1803. Aug. 10. 17. 

1804. Sept. 12". 
1807. Apr. 13. 

May 4. 
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Sept. 21. 




Not. 30. 




Dec. 7. 


rsos. 


Aug. 13. 


1810. 


Sept. 1. 




Oct. 6. 




Dee. 1. 


I8II. 


Feb. 9, 16, 23. 




Mar. 23, 30. 




June 15. 




July 20. 




Sept. 28. 


1813. 


Mar. 21. 




Dec. 19. 


1813. 


Jan. 1-, 23. 




Mai. 27. 




Apr. 3, 10. 




June 26. 




Eitra: Mar. 24. 


ISIS. 


Jan. 28. 




Apr. 16. 




June 16. 




July 7. 




Oct. 20, Z7. 




Not. 17, 24. 


ISIO. 


Feb. 2. 




Aug. 23. 




Not. 15, 22, 29. 




Dec. 13. 


1817. 


Jan. 17, 24, 31. 




Feb. 7, 14. 




Apr. 11. 




Dec. 5. 


1819. 


Supplement: Not. 6. 



> [Cindnnatl] Whlf, 1809-1810. 

Weekly. Establiahed Apr. 13, 1809, by Dayid L. 
Carney, with the title of "The Whig," eucceeding "The 
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Western Spy. " With the issue of Apr. 20, 1809, Ephraim 
Morgan was admitted to partnership, under the finn 
name of Carney & Morgan, In either March or April, 
1810, Monfan retired and David L. Carney became sole 
publisher. The last issue was that of June 6, 1810, v<d. 2, 
no. 58, when the title was changed to "The AdTertiaer," 
which see. 
Wis. Hist Soc. has Apr. 20, 1809. A. A. 8. has: 

1809. Apr. 13. 
May 11. 
July 19. 
Sept. 6, 13-. 

1810. Feb. 28. 
Apr. 25. 

I [Ordeville] Fredotdaa. 1811-1812. 

Weekly. Ronoved from Chlllioothe and ccutiaiied at 
Circleville with the isBue of Oct. 9, 1811, vol. 3, no. 4, 
published by R. D. Richardwm & Co. (Robert D. and 
TlKimas H. Richardacm), with the title of "The Fre- 
donian." With the isBue of Apr. 15, 1812, tlus firm was 
diflBotved, and R. D. Richardson became sole publisher. 
Tbe last issue at Circleville was that of Aug. 11, 1812 ,voL 
3, no. 47, afto" which the paper was removed back to 
Chlllioothe, where it was continaed as '"Die Fredonisn." 

Ohio State lib. has Oct. 16, 1811-Aug. 11, 1812. 
Harvard has Oct 30, Nov. 6. 20, Dec. 18, 1811; Feb. 12, 
19, Mar. IS, 1812. 

r (Cbdevlllel Olive BniKh, 1817-1820+. 

Weekly. EsUbUsbed Aug. 10, 1817, judpng fnsn the 
date of the earliest issue recorded, that oi Oct. 26, 1817, 
TtJ. 1, no. 12, published by James Foster, with the title <^ 
"Tbe Olive Branch." Afto* a suqwnacm of "more than 
five weds," it resumed publicatkn Jan. 21, 1818, with 
William H«uy Benscm as printer and Rouck, Doan A 
Co. (.Jamfs Sntirk. Guy W. Doan and Joeqih M. Hayee) 
•a publish«s. Bensra's name was omitted frun the 
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imprint as prioter in April, 1818, the firm of publitdwrs 
remaining tbe same. In February, 1819, the pubtisheiB 
became Olds A Thrall (Joeepb Olde and WlUiam B. 
Thrall). With tbe issue of Apr. 16, 1819, Thrall trans- 
ferred his intnest to Silas S. Geohegan, but in October, 

1819, resumed as publisher, the firm ^ain becoming Olds 
A Thrall. Tbe paper was continued until after 1820 
(see Van Cleaf, "History of Pickaway Co.," p. 337). 

Circleville Union-Herald Office has Oct. 26, 1817. 
Lib. Congress has Feb. 18, June 12, July 24, Aug. 18, 
Nov. 6, 1818; Jan. 1, 8, Feb. 5, 1819; July 7, 1820. N. Y. 
Pub. lib. has Jan. 14, 1820. A. A. S. has: 

1818. Jan. 21. 
Apr. 11. 
May 23, 30-. 

• Oeaveland Gazette, 1818. 

Weekly. Established July 31, 1818, by A[ndrew] 
Logan, with the title of "The Cleaveland Gasette, and 
Commercial Register." The last issue with this title 
was that of Sept. 29, 1818, toI. 1, no. 9, after which it was 
changed to "Cleaveland Re^ster," i^ch see. 

Western Reserve Hist. See. has Ju^ 31-Sept.29,1818. 

•Cteaveland Herald, 1819-1820+. 

Weekly. Established Oct. 19, 1819, by Z.WiIles& Co. 
(Ziba Willes and Eber B.Howe), with dte title of "Cleave- 
land Herald," and bo continued until after 1820. 

Western Reserve Hist. Soc. has Oct. 19, 1819-Deo. 26, 

1820. A. A. S. has: 

1819. Dec. 28. 

1820. Jan. 18. 
Mar. 28. 
Apr. 25. 
May 9. 
June 13. 
Aug. 8", 29. 
Sept. 12", 26- 
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' OMvehnd Rectoter* 1818-1820. 

Weekly. A continuation, without change of volume 
numbering, of "The Cleaveland Gazette, and Commerdal 
Be^jster." The first issue with the new title of "Cteave- 
Iftnd Re^Bter" was that of Oct. 6, 1818, vol. I, no. 10, 
published by A[ndrew] Lc^an. With tiie issue of Nov. 9, 

1819, Logan admitted Carlos V. J. Hickcox to partner- 
ship, under the firm name of Logan & Hickcox. The 
paper was discontinued with the issue of Mar. 7, 1820, 
vol. 2, no. 29. 

Westem Reserve Hist. Soc. has Oct. 6, 1818-Mar. 7, 

1820. Wis. Hist. Soc. has Oct. 20, 1818. N. Y. Pub. 
Lib. has Mar. 23, 1819. 

f [CUntoa] Ohio RptJtster, 1813-1816. 

Weekly. Established June 26, 1813, by John C. Gil- 
kison A Co., with the title of "The Ohio Bepster." At 
some time between Aug. 3 and Oct. 12, 1813, the imprint 
was changed to published by John C GUkison, for 
Samuel K. Smith. The early issues were of the usual 
folio mse, but within a few months, probably in December, 
1813, Ute sise was reduced to quarto, eight pages to the 
issue, and the publlsheis to Smith & M'Ardle (Samuel H. 
Smith and John 0. M'Ardle). The last issue located is 
that of Sept. 19, 1S15, vol. 3, no. 4, but in April, 1816, 
the paper was removed to Mount Vernon, a town a mile 
and a half away, and there reestablished under the same 
title. 
lib. Ccstgress has Feb. 14, Sept. 19, 181S. A. A. S. has: 
1813. June 26. 
Aug. 3. 
Oct. 12, 19. 

t (Ctdufflbiu] Coluinblan Gazette, 1815. 

W. T. Martin, in his "History of Franklin County," 
1858, p. 61, states: "After the disotnitinuance of the 
paper by Mr. Gardino- [the 'Freeman's Chnmicle,' of 
Franklinton, expired 1815], the materials passed into the 
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bands of John Kilboume, who remored them to Colum- 
bua, and published two numbers of a paper called the 
Columbian Gasette; but his enterprise was not likely to 
succeed to his satisfaction, and the materials were sold out 
by parcels, and the paper and office discontinued." No 
copy has been located. 

' CohuDbuft Gazette, 1817-1820+. 

Weekly. A continuation, wiUiout change of volume 
numbering, of the "Western IntelUgmcer." The earliest 
issue located with the new title of "Columbus Gazette" is 
that of Dec. 4, 1817, vol. 7, no. 2, pubUshed by P[hilo] H. 
Olmsted. It was so continued until after 1820. 

Ohio State lib. has Dec. 4, 1817-Dec. 31, 1818; Jan. 
7, 14, Mar. 4, Aug. 26, 1819. A. A. S. has: 

1817. Dec. 11. 

1818. Mar. 19. 
Oct. 1. 

1819. Julyl. 

r [Cduiiibus] Ohio Monitor. 1816-1820+. 

Weekly. Established May 16, 1816, judging from the 
date of tiie earliest issue located, that of Aug. 1, 1816, vol. 
1, no. 12, published by Smith &. Griswold (David Smith 
and Esra Griswold, Jr.), with the title of "Ohio Monitor." 
With the issue of Jan. 1, 1817, the paper was printed l^ 
Esra Griswold, Jun. for David Smith, editor and pro- 
prietor. At some time between May 14 and June II, 
1818, Griswold's name disappeared from the imprint and 
the paper was published by David Smith, and was so con- 
tinued until after 1820. 

Wis. Hist. Sochas Aug. 1, Dec. 12, 1816; Aug. 14, 1817; 
May 7, June II, 18, July 9-23, Sept. 3-17, Oct. 1-15, 29, 
Nov. S, Dec. 3, 10, 31, 1818; Jan. 14, Feb. 4, Apr. 1, 22, 
June 17, July 1, 16-29, Sept. 9, 30, Dec. 2-23, 1819; Apr. 
29, June 10, Ai^. 5 -Sept. 2, Nov. 4, Dec. 2, 1820. Wes- 
tern Reserve Hist. Soc. has Aug. 15, 1816; Jan. 1, I8I7; 
Ai^ 13, 1818; Apr. 8, 1819. N. J. Hist. Soc. has Aug. 14, 
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Nov. 13, 1817; Nov. 12-Dec. 3, 17-31, 1818; May 27, 
June 3, Sept. 2, 16, 23, Oct. 28, Nov. 11, Dec. 16, 1819; 
Jan. 13, Mar. 28, Apr. 18, May 27, June 10, Nov. 18, 25, 
1820. IJb. CongreeB has Aiig. 1, 1816; Feb. 22, 1820. 
Marietta CoU^e has Jan. 9, 30, 1817. 

' [Colambus] Western InteUlgencer, 1814-1817. 

Weekly, Removed from Worthington and eatablished 
at Columbus, without change of title or volume number- 
ing, on Mar. 16, 1814, vol. 3, no. 25, published by Olm- 
sted, Buttles k Griswold (Fbilo H. Ohnsted, Joel Buttles 
and Ezra Griswold), with the title of "Weston Intelli- 
gencer." Early in 1815, the firm name was changed to 
Ohnsted, Buttles A Co., and at some time between May 
26, 1815, and June 13, 1816, it was again changed to 
P. H. Ohnsted A Co. The title was changed, apparently 
at the close of 1817, to "Columbus Gazette," which see. 

Ohio State Lib. has Mar. 16, 26, June 4, 11, Aug. 13, 
1814; Apr. 20-May 4, 18, 25, 1815. Western Beaejve 
Hist. Soc. has June 13, 1816. A. A. S. has: 
1814. Dec. 10. 

* [Dayton] Ohio Centlnel. 1810-1813. 

Weekly. Establiahed May 3, 1810, by Isaac G. 
Burnet, with the title of "The Ohio Centinel." The 
paper was disccoitinaed with the issue of May 19, 1813, 
vol. 3, no. 156, when Bumet stated that he had disposed 
of his interest and that the paper would not again appear 
until May 31. Upon this date it was succeeded by the 
"Ohio Repubhcan." 

Dayton Pub. Lib. has May 10, 1810-May 19, 1813. 
A. A. S. has: 

1813. Apr. 21,28. 

I [DiQ'toal Ohio RepuUlcan, 1813-1816. 

Weekly. Established May 31, 1813, judgmg from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Not. 1, 1813, vol. 

1, no. 23, published by Pettit & Strain (M 8. Pettat 

and Strain), with the title of "Ohio Republican." 



ovGoo'^ic 



1919.1 Ohio. 1S5 

In thJB issue of Nov. 1, the publisheie state that they had 
purchased the interest of Capt. A[braham] Edwarda. In 
March 1814, M. S. Pettit became Bole publisher, but with 
the issue of May 3, 1814, he diaposed of the paper to 
Addison Smith & Co. In the issue of July IS, 1814, 
Smith stated that James Lodge had become the proprietor, 
but the imprint of Addison Smith &, Co. continued until 
Sept. 26, 1814. With the issue of Oct. 3, 1814, Bumet ft 
Lodge (Isaac G. Bumet and James Lodge) became the 
publishers and adopted a new volume numbering. With 
the issue of Not. 20, 1815, Bumet removed from the 
county and James Lodge became sole publisher. The 
paper was discontinued with the issue of Oct. 9, 1816, vol. 
3, no. 106. 

Dayton Pub. Lib. has Oct. 3, 1814-Oa. 0, 1816. 
A. A. S. has: 

1813. Nov. 1. 

1814. Jan. 4. 

Feb. 1-, 8, IS", 22. 
Apr. 12, 19. 
May 16, 23, 30. 
June 27. 
July 18, 25. 
Aug. 8, 15. 
Sept. 26. 

Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24. 
Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26. 
Dec. 3, 17. 

1815. Jan. 2. 
Feb. 20, 27. 
Mar. 13. 
May 22. 
June 12, 26. 
July 3, 17, 24. 
Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28. 
Sept. IS, 25. 
Oct. 9, 30. 

Dec. 18. 
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1816. Jan. 1, 8, 16. 
Feb. 5. 
May 13, 29. 
June 5, 12, 19. 
July 10, 17. 
Aug. 14, 28. 
Sept. 4, 11, 18. 
Oct. 2. 

• [OayttHil Obk> Watdunan. 1816-1820+. 

Weekly. Estabtiahed Not. 27, 1816, hf Robut J. 
Skinner, with the title of "The Ohio Watchman." With 
the issue of Dec. 25, 1820, the title waa changed to 
"Daytcok Watchman and Faimera' and Mechanics' 
Journal," published by George S. Houston and R. J. 
Skinner. Tbe above facta aie taken from Ute " History 
of Montgomery County," 1882, p. 707, smce the practi- 
cally complete file once ovmed by the Dayton FubUc 
Library was kiat in the Sood of Mar. 25, 1913. 

N. J. Hist. Soc. has Jan. 1, 1818; Jan. 14, 1819. A. AB. 

1817. Oct. 23. 

• Dayton Repcftoiy, 1808-1809. 

Weekly. Established Sept 23, 1808, judging from the 
date of the eariiest issue located, that of Sept. 30, 1808, 
TcJ. 1, no. 2, published by William M'Clure A George 
Smith, nith the title c^ "Tbe Dayton Repertory." 
Because of tbe mnoval ti tbe office, tite paper was sus- 
pMided with tbe tasue <A Oct. 21, 1808, aitd not resumed 
until F^ 1. 1809, when tbe title was altered to "Daytm 
Repertory" and the publisbas became Hairy Disbrow ft 
WilUam M'Clure, Snutb having sold out his interest. 
With tbe issue of Mar. 8, 1809, tbe title vX. "Tbe Daytco 
Repertory" was resumed. Tbe last iasue k>cated is that 
of De<-. 14, 1S09, toI. 1. no. 51. 
Da>-toD Pub. Ub. has Sept. 30, 1808-Dec 14, 1809. 

DajHoa Waliliwiw. see IDajtna) OH 
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^Delaware Qazette, IS18-1820+. 

Weekly. Egtabliehed in October, 1818, accordiag to 
tbe date of the earliest issue located, that of July 22, 1819, 
vol. 1, no. 42, published by J. Drake & Co., with tbe title 
of "Delaware Gazette, and Reb^ous Informer." Its 
first publishers were Drake &i Hughs (Jacob Drake and 
Joseph S. Hughs), and in the spring of 1819 it was pub- 
lished by this firm (see Kilboum, " Ohio GaEetteer, " 1819, 
p. 169). It must have started a new volume numbering 
in May, 1820, mnce the issue of Jan. 3, 1821, printed by 
Jay Handy for Rev. Jacob Drake, is vol. 1, no. 32. 
Western Reserve Hist. Soc. has Jan. 3, 1821. A. A. S. 

1819. July 22. 

* Eaton Weddy Register, 1820+. 

Weekly. Established in 1820 by Samuel 'HEiard (see 
Kilboum, "Ohio Gazetteer," 1821, p. 191). No cof^ 
located. 

t [Eaton] Westem Tdegrapli, 1817-1818. 

Weekly. EstabUshed Aug. 1, 1817, judgng from the 
date of the earliest and only issue located, that of Dec. 
6, 1817, vol. 1, no. it, publirfied by C[omeliu8] Vanausdal 
& Co., with the title of "The Western Telegraph." It 
is recorded as published by Cornelius Vanausdal in the 
list of papers of the spring of 1818 in KUboum's "Ohio 
Gazetteer," 1818, p. 141, but is not included by Kilboum 
in the 1819 list. The 1881 "History of Preble Couniy" 
states that the paper was started in 1816 by Messrs. 
Blackburn and John A. Daly, and was continued by 
Vanausdal. 

A. A. S. has: 
1817. Dec. 5. 

*'[FnuikUnton] Freeman's ChronkJe, 1812-1815. 

Weekly. Established June 25, 1812, by James B. 
Gardiner, with tiw title of "Freeman's Chronicle." Tbe 
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last issue located is that of Nov. 14, 1S14, vol. 3, no. 8, 
and the paper was discontinued in 1815. 

Harvard has Sept. 5, 12, 26, Oct. 10, 24, Dec 5, 1812; 
Jan. 22, Mar. 12, Apr. 16, July 16, Aug. 13, 27, Oct. 1, 29, 
Nov. 19, 26, 1813; Feb. 18, 25, Apr. 8, 15, May 20, June 3, 
10, Sept. 16, 23, Oct. 14, Nov. 14, 1814. A. A. S. has: 
1SI2. July 2, 9, 16. 
1814. Feb. 11. 
May 20. 

• [Qall^Ndls] Oallia Gazette, 1S19-1820+. 

Established in November, 1818, by Joshua Cushing, 
and continued after 1820 (Kilboum, "Ohio Gazetteer," 
1819, p. 169, and "Ohio Centennial Celebration," 1903, 
p. 575). No copy located. 

( HamDton Gazette, 1819-1820+- 

Weekly. Established Oct. 12, 1819, by Camron & 
Murray (James B. Camron and John L. Murray), with 
the title of "Hamilton Gazette & Miami Register." It 
succeeded "The Miami Herald," and continued its ad- 
vertisements, but adopted a new volume numbering. 
With the issue of Jan. 25, 1820, the title was altered to 
"The Hamilton Gazette and Miami Renter." Con- 
tinued until after 1820. 

Ohio State Lib. has Oct. 12, 1819-Dec. 30, 1820. 
N. J. Hist. Soc. has Feb. 21 -Mar. 6, Apr. 3, June 12, July 
17, 1820. 

< [HamUton] Miami Herald, 18L7- 1819. 

Weekly. Established Sept. 12, 1817, by W. A J. 
Camron, & Co. (Wesley and James B. Camion), with the 
title of "The Miami Herald." It succeeded "The 
Philanthropist" and continued its advertisemente, but 
adopted a new volume numberii^. The last issue with 
this title was that of Oct. 5, 1819, vol. 2, no. 104, wh^ it 
was succeeded by the Hamilton Gazette, which see. 
Ohio State lib. has Sept. 12, 1817 -Oct. 5, 1819. N. J. 
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Hist. Soc. has Nov. 4, 181S; Jan. 5, July 20, Aug. 17, 
1819. A. A. S. has: 

1817. Dec.S. 

1818. Julys. 

t [HamOtoa] Miami InteUffencer, 1814-1816. 

Weekly. Established June 22, 1814, with the title of 
"Miami Intelligencer. " There was no imprint giving the 
names of publisherB, but the prospectus was sigaed by 
Keen & Stewart (William C. Keen and Andrew Stewart) 

and Colby & Bonnell (Zebulon Colby and Bonnell), 

who bad planned rival newspapers, but had decided to 
consolidate their two establishments. With the issue of 
July 20, 1814, the firm was tenned Keen, Colby & Co. 
With the issue of Sept. 19, 1814, Colby and Bonnell with- 
drew, the publisheis became Keen & Stewart, and the 
title was altered to "The Miami Intelligencer." With 
the issue of Nov. 14, 1814, Colby returned to the firm, 
which became Keen, Colby & Co. With the issue of May 
4, 1815, Andrew Stewart disposed of his interest to 
William Murray, and the firm became Keen, Colby & 
Murray. The last issue located with this title is that of 
Feb. 2, 1816, vol. 2, no. 76, and m the following month 
it was succeeded by "The Philanthropist," which see. 

Ohio State Lib. has June 29, 1814-Feb. 2, 1816. 
Harvard has Aug. 29, Sept. 19, Oct. 3, 10, 24, Nov. 7, 28, 
Dec. 5, 1814. A. A. S. has: 
1814. June 22. 

Aug. 3, 7, 15, 22, 28. 

Sept. 5, 12. 

• [Hamatonl PfaUanthropist. 1816-1817. 

Weekly. Established Mar. 29, 1816, by ^nith, Colby 
& Co. (Addison Smith and Zebulon Coll^), with the title 
of "The Fhilantbropist. " It succeeded "The Miami 
IntelligeDcer, " and ccmtinued its advertisements, but 
adopted a new volume numbering. With the issue of 
Aug. 23, 1816, Smith withdrew, and the firm became Z, 
Colby A Co. The last issue located with this title is that 
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of Apr. 17, 1817, toI. 1, no. 51, and in Septoaber, 1817, it 
was succeeded by "The Miami Herald," wtdch see. 

Ohio State lib. has Mar. 29, 1816-Apr. 17, 1817. 
A. A. S. has; 

ISIti. Apr. 12, 26. 
May 31. 
Aug. 9, 23. 
Oct. 11. 
Dec. 12. 

# HDktKffoaKh Qazette, 1818-1820+. 

Weekly. Established June 18, 1818, by Moees Caro- 
there, with the title of "Hillsborough Gasette; and Hi|^ 
land Advertiser. " Continued until after 1820. 

Hillsboro Gasette office has June 18, 1818-Dec. 28, 
1820. 

\ Lancasta- CwresfKMideat, 1814. 

In "The Ohio Eagie" of July 13, 1814, published at 
Lancaster, the publishers, Shsffer, Clifton A Gastor, 
state "The publicatJon of the Lancaster Correspondent 
will in future be discontinued, its proprietors having 
become partners in the establishment of the Ohio Eagle. " 
In "The Supporter," of Chillieothe, of Mar. 12, 1814, 
there ia an advertisement mgned by Edward Shsffer, Feb. 
26, 1814, stating that a German newspaper was being 
published at Lancaster, in which same issue was another 
advertisement from the "OhioE^agle" office at Lancaster. 

t [Lancaster] Indqtendent Press, 1811-1812. 

Weekly. Establidied probably in March, 1811, since 
its recent b^inning is ref^red to in "The Ohio Centinel" 
of Dayton, of Apr. 18, 1811, and it is quoted in "The 
Supporter," of Chillieothe, of Mar. 30, 1811. The only 
issue located is that of Sept. 12, I8I2, vol. 2, no. 70, 
printed by R[uaBell] E. Post, for the Proprietors. A. A. 
Graham, "History of Fairfield and Perry Countiefi," 
1883, pt. 3, p. 171, states that the proprietor was George 
Sanderson, and mentions a copy of Nov. 21, 1812. 

A. A. S. has: 
1813. Sept 12. 



ovGoo'^lc 



1910.} Ohio. 161 

[Lancaster] Obio Adier, see Ohio Et^e. 

* [Lancaster] Ohio Eagle. 1807-1820+. 

Weekly. It is stated in Seidensticker, " First Century 
of German Printing in America," p. 170 (quoting "Der 
Deutsche Pionier," vol. 16, p. 218), that this paper was 
eetablished in 1807 by Carpenter Jk Green (Joseph 
Carpenter and John Green), with the title of "Der 
Westliche Adler von Lancaster," the name beii^ later 
changed to "Der Ohio Adler." The English paper 
probably began in 1812. In "The Fredonian," of Chilli- 
cothe, of Sept. 16, 1812, there is an advertisemeiit, dated 
Aug. 22, 1812, asking that aU subscriptions for the Ohio 
E^gle and also the German Ohio E^le should be sent to 
the editor at Lancaster, as the first niimber of each papm 
was expected to appear about September 1. The first 
issue located is that of July 9, 1813, vol. 4, no. 166, new 
series, published by Jacob D. IMetrick, with the title of 
"Ohio Eagle," which would seem to show that the new 
aeries b^an in May, 1810. The issue of July 30, 1814, 
entitled "The Ohio Eagle," was published by Sheffer, 
Clifton, & Gastor, and was the first issue published by 
them. In this issue Jacob D. Dietrick states that he has 
disposed of the establishment to the new proprietors, and 
that the subscribers owe him for the English Eagle up to 
no. 57, and for the German Eagle up to no 78. With the 
issue of Aug. 13, the firm was dissolved and the paper was 
published by Slueffer, & Gastor. With the issue of Oot. 
15, 1814, the title reverted to "Ohio Eagle," and the 
names of the publishers were ^ven as E[dwBrd] Slueffer A 
H. Gastor. In 1817, and possibly before, the paper was 
published by John Herman, the title being "The Ohio 
Ea^e," and be continued it until after 1820. 

All the early issues located are wholly in English. The 
earliest issue in German located is that of Dec. 20, 1817, 
no. 249, published by Johann Herman, with the titie of 
"Der Deutsche Ohio Adler." The next located, also Isy 
Herman, is entitled "Ohio Adler," Jan. 22, 1820, old no. 
334, new no. 48. So continued until after 1820. 
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Harrard has July 0, 1813, Sept. 10, 24, Oct. 16, Nov. 
12, 10, 1814. AUen Co. Hist. Soc., Lima, has Not. 13, 
1817. A. A. S. has: 
1814. July 30. 

Aug. 13, 20. 
Sept. 24. 
Octl. 
1617. May 15. 
Dec. 11. 
1817. Ohio Adier, Dec. 20. 
1820. Ohio Adler, Jan. 22. 

( (Uncastn-J Political Obwrvatory, 1810-1811. 

Weekly. EBtablished July 28, 1810, jud^ng from the 
earliest issue located, that of Sept. 8, 1810, vol. I, no. 7, 
published by George Sandeiam, for Peter Parcels & Co., 
with the tide of "Pohtical Obaervatory, and Fairfield 
Re^ater." It was contmued into 1811, and the "Inde- 
pendent Frees," which was established in that year, 
succeeded it. The fact that it had " recently changed its 
name" ia recorded in the "Muskingum Messenger," of 
Zaneerille, of Apr. 6, 1811. 
A. A. S. has: 

1810. Sept. 8, 16. 

^ [LaiKaster] Westero Oracle, 1806-1807. 

Weekly. Established Oct. 24, 1806, judging from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Feb. 6, 1807, 
printed by J[acobl Hinkle, with the title of "Weetem 
Oracle and the FarmeiB Weekly Museum." Hinkle evi- 
dently retired, for the issue of Apr. 10^ 1807, announced 
that the paper had been purchased by E[lijah] B. Merwin 

and J[ ] \^lBon, althoi^ the only imprint waa 

"Printed for the Editors." The last issue located is that 
of May 29, 1807, vol. 1, no. 32. In the "Scioto Gaaette, " 
Chillicothe, Dec. 21, 1807, is an advertisement legardmg 
Chillicothe subscribera to the Western Oracle, signed by 
E. B. Merwin and J. Wilson. 

Harvard has Mar. 20, Apr. 10-24, May 28, 1807. 
A. A. S. has: 

1807. Feb. 6. 
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' Lebanoa] Former. 1816-1818. 

Weekly. EstabliBhed in December, 1816, judging from 
the firet and only issue located, that of Dec. 12, 1817, ToL 
2, no. 53, published by George Smith, witJi tiie title of 
"The Fanner." It was published early in 1818 by 
George Smith (Kilboum, "Ohio Gaaetteer," 1818, p. 
141) and ia referred to in the "Ohio Monitor" of Colum- 
bus, Aug. 13, 1818. 

A. A. S. has: 
1817. Dec. 12. 

* [UbaooD] Western Star, 1807-1820+. 

Weekly. Established Feb. 13, 1807, l^ John M'Ctean, 
with the title of "The Western Star." At the beginning 
of 1810, the paper was published by Crane & M'Clean 
(I. Thomas, "History of Printing," ed. 1874, vol. 2, p. 
304). Noah Crane, one of the editora, died Aug. 21, 
1810 ("The Wesrtem Spy," Cmcinnati, Sept. 1, 1810). 
In "The History of Warren County," 1882, p. 310, it is 
stated tttat the issue of Sept. 10, 1810, was published by 
Nathaniel M'Clean; that John M'Clean disposed of the 
paper to his brother Nathaniel, who from 1810 to 1814, 
had as successive partners, Noah Crane, Adjet MciGuire, 
Samuel H. Hale, Henry Lazier, William Blackbuni, 
Samuel Blackburn and Joseph Henderson; and t^t about 
1814 he disposed of the paper to his brother William 
M'Clean. The only paper located during these four 
yean ta that of Sept. 23, 1813, reduced in size to a quarto 
of 8 pages and published by Nathaniel M'Clean & William 
Blackburn. During the year prior to November, 1816, 
George Smit^ was publisher, for nine months as sole editor 
and for three months m company with John Eddy (see 
Eddy's statement in issue of Jan. 31, 1817). A new 
series was started, in folio, Nov. 29, 1816, by Van Vleet A 
Eddy (Abram Van Vleet and John Eddy). With the 
issue of Jan. 10, 1817, William A. Camron was added to 
the firm, which became known as Van Vleet, Eddy and 
Camron. With the issue of Feb. 19, 1817, Eddy waa 
r^laced by Cunningham, and the firm became 
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Van Vleet, Camron and Cunningham. With the issue of 
Apr. 30, 1817, Cunningham withdrew, the fiim becoming 
VanVleet and Camron. Late in 1818 or early in 1819, 
Abram VanVleet became sole publisher and continued the 
paper imtil after 1820. 

Lib. Congress has May 8, 1807. Western Reserve 
Hist. See. has Sept. 25, 1807. N. J. Hist. Soc. has Sept. 
23, 1813; Apr. 13, 20, May 18, 181S; June 6, July U, 1820. 
Ohio Hist. & Phil. Soc. has Aug. i, 1808. A. A. S. has: 

1807. Feb. 13. 

1808. June 30. 

1816. Dec. 27. 

1817. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 30. 
Feb. 7, 19, 26. 
Mar. 5-, 12, 19, 26. 
Apr. 2, 0, 16, 23, 30. 
May 7. 

Dec. II. 
1818. . Jan. 24. 

* [Mansfield] Olive. 1818-1820. 

Weekly. Esteblished m April, 1818, by John C-Gilki- 
son, with the title of the "Olive." Shortly after it 
started, John Fleming became a partner of Mr. Giikison, 
and they continued t^ paper for about a year, when Mr. 
Giikison sold his interest to Robert Crosthwaite, who, in a 
few weeks, also purchased Fleming's interest. Cros- 
thwaite tiien carried on the paper very irregulariy for 
ei^t or ten months, when he failed (A. A. Graham, 
"History of Richland County," p. 487.) No copy 
located. 

I [Marietta] American Friend, 1813-1820+- 

Weekly. Established Apr. 24, 1813, with the title of 
"American Friend," edited by D[avid] Everett, and 
printed by T[homa8] G. Ransom for D, Everett, Tlim- 
othy] Buell & D[aniell H. BueU. Everett died Dec. 21, 
1813, and with the issue of Jan. 1, 1814, the paper was 
edited by D. H. Buell, and printed by T. G. Ransom for 
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T. & D. H. Buell. From scarcity of paper, publication 
was Buq>eiided from Feb. 26 to Apr. 9, 1814, and with the 
issue of Apr. 16, 1814, the paper was printed and pub- 
lished by T. & D. H. Buell and K[oyall Prentiss. From 
scarcity of paper, publication was again suspended from 
Jan. 12 to Mar. 15, 1816, with which latter issue tiie 
paper was purchased and published by Royal Prentiss, 
who adopted a new series volume numbering. Publica- 
tion was suspended from Mar. 6 to May 8, 1818, for want 
of patronage. The paper was continued by Prentiss 
until after 1820. 

Marietta Coll. has Apr. 24, 1813-Dec. 29, 1820. Har- 
vard has May 29, June 12 -July 17, 31, Aug. 14, 28, Sept. 

11, 18, Nov. 6, 27, Dec. 4, 2S, 1813; Jan. 8, 15, 29-Feb. 

12, 26, Apr. 9-23, May 14, June 18, 1814. Western 
Reserve Hist. Soc. has May 10, Aug. 16, 1816; Jan. 1, Feb. 
5-Mar. 5, 1819; May 5, 1820. Chicago Hist. Soc. has 
July 14, 1815. Lib. Congress has Aug. 30, 1816. A. A. S. 



1813. Apr. 24 to Dec. 25. 

Mismitg: May 1, 8, 22, June 5, 19, July 3, 
Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, Nov. 6, Dec. 
11, 18. 

1814. Jan. 1 to Deo. 31. 

Mutilated: May 28, July 30. 
Mismng: Jan. 8, Feb. 26, Apr. 23, May 7, 
July 23, Aug. 20, Nov. 12, Dec. 17. 

1815. Jan. 7 to Dec. 29. 

Mutilated: May 5. 

Misong: Feb. 4, Mar. 31, Apr. 7, 14, 21, 
28, June 9, 16, 23, 30, July 28, Aug. 4, 11, 
25, Sept. 1, Oct. 13, Nov. 17, Deo. 15. 

1816. Jan. S to Dec. 27. 

Mutilated: Apr. 26. 

Missing: Jan. 5, Apr. 12, May 24, June 7, 

21, 28, July 5, 12, 19, 26, Aug. 2, 30, 

S^t. 6, Oct. 4, 18, Nov. 1. 
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1817. Jan. 3, 10, 17, 31. 
Feb. 7, 14, 21. 
Mar. 28. 
Apr. 11, 18,25. 
Dec. 12. 

• [Marietta] Commentator, 18OT-1810. 

Weekly. EsUblished Sept. 16, 1807, by James B. 
Qardiner, with the title of "The Commentator; and 
Marietta Recorder." After a suspension of nearly four 
montbB in the suminer of 1808, it was resumed with the 
title of "The Commentator." In October, 1808, judpng 
from the volume numbering of subsequent issues, Joseph 
Israel was taken into partnerahip, under the firm name of 
Israel & Gardiner, and a new volume numbering was 
adopted. This firm was dissolved Sept. 21, ISIO (see 
advertisement in "Western Spectator" of Oct. 30, 1810), 
and the paper was discontinued. 

Harvard has Oct. 14, 1807; Mar. 25, Aug. 25, 1808. 
N. Y. Hist. Soc. has Aug. 4, 11, 1808. Cinmmati 
Y. M. M. Lib. has Apr. 3, 1810. Detroit Pub. Lib. has 
June 19, 1810. A. A. 8. has: 

1807. Sept. 16. 
Oct. 14, 29. 

1808. Aug. 25. 

1809. June 10, 24. 
Julyl. 
Nov. 25. 

1810. Jan. 16-. 
Mar. 13. 
Apr. 3, 17. 
June 5, 26. 

I [Marietta] Ohio Gazette, 1801-1811. 

Weekly. Established Dec. 18, 1801, jut^g from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Jan. 1, 1802, v<A. 
1, no. 3, printed by Wyllys SUliman, with the title of 
"The Ohio Gazette, and the Tenitorial and Virginia 
Herald." Elijah Backus was the editor of the paper. 
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althou^ his name did not appear in the imprint. I. W. 
Andreva, in his "Washington County," 1877, p. 65, 
states that within two years, Silliman sold his interest to 
Backus, who soon afterwards sold to Fairlamb & Gates. 
In April, 1805, Samuel Fairlamb became sole publish^ 
and adopted a new volume numbering, judging from the 
issue of Sept. 26, 1806, vol. 1, no. 23, published by Samuel 
Fairlamb, with the title of "The Ohio Gazette, and 
Virginia Herald." It was so continued, although some- 
what irr^ularly, to the date of the last iesue located, that 
of Dec. 9, 1811, vol. 5, no. 216. 

N. Y. Hist. Soc. has Sept. 26, 1806. Western Beserve 
Hist. Soc. has Sept. 18, 1806; Mar. 7, 14, May 11, June 
16, 23, 1808. Detroit Pub. lib. has Aug. 11, Be^t. 16, 
1808; Sept. 7, 1809; May 21, 1810; Oct. 7, 28, 1811. 
Marietta Ck>II. has Aug. 25, 1808. Chicago Hist. Soo. 
has Mar. 20, 1809. Lib. Congress has Oct. 28, 1811. 
A. A. S. has: 

1802. Jan. 1,16. 
Feb. 6. 
Aug. 17, 31. 
Sept. 7, 14, 28. 
Oct. 4, 11, 18. 
1806. Apr. 24. 
1S09. Feb. 20. 
Mar. 20. 
Apr. 3, 10. 

1810. May 21. 

1811. Oct. 14, 28. 
Nov. 11, 25. 
Dec. 9. 

f [Marietta] Western Spectator, 1810-1813. 

Weekly. Established Oct. 23, 1810, with the title of 
"Western Spectator, " printed by Joseph Israel, for Caleb 
Emerson. Israel retired in November, 1811. The paper 
bore no imprint from Nov. 23 to Dec. 7, 1811, and with 
the issue of Dec. 14, 1811, it was published by Thomas Q. 
Ransom for Caleb Emerson. After a long struggle with 



ovGoo'^lc 



168 American ArUiquarian Society. {Apr., 

scarcity of paper and patronage, it was suspended with 
the issue of May 22, 1813, vol. 3, no. 25, although a later 
and final ifsue appeared on July 31, 1813, vol. 3, no. 26. 
Marietta CkilL has Nov. 6, 13, 27, Dec. 4, 18, 25, 1810; 
Jan. 21, Feb. 6-19, Mar. 5, 19, 26-App. 26, Aug. 17, Sept. 
7-21, Oct. 5, 19, 1811 -July 31, 1813. Hairard has Nov. 
13, 1810; Jan. 14, Mar. 5, 12, May 4, June 8, 29, July 6, 
23, Aug. 3, Sept. 7, 21, Oct. 8, 26, Nov. 2, 11, Dec. 21, 
1811; Jan. 11, 18, Feb. 1, 16, 29, Mar. 21, May 2-23, 
July 11, 18, Aug. 8, Oct. 3, 17, 1812; Jan. 23, Mar. 6, 13. 
20, May 6, July 31, 1813. Wie. Hist. Soc. has Oct. 30, 
1810. Detroit Pub. Ub. baa May 18, Oct 8, 1811. N. Y. 
Hist. Soc. baa Feb. 22, Mar. 14, 1812. Western Reserve 
Hist. Soc. has May 12, 1813. A. A. S. has: 

1810. Oct. 30. 
Nov. 6, 13, 27. 
Dec. 4. 

1811. Mar. 12. 
May 11. 
June 1. 

1812. Jan. 26. 

1813. July 31. 

• [Moont Pleasant] Phflantfaropist. 1817-1820+. 

Weekly. Established Sept. 8, 1817, by Charles Osboro, 
with Uie title of "The Fhilanthropist. " It was a quarto 
newspaper of eight pages, with pagination. On Oct. 8, 
1818, it was purchased by Eliaha Bates, who with the issue 
of Dec. 11, 1818, changed it to a sixteen-^ge octavo and 
adopted a new series volume numbering. It was so 
continued until after 1820. The octavo volumes each 
had a title-page and index (see also J. B. Doyle, "History 
of Steubenville and Jefferson County," 1910, pp. 316). 

Western Reserve Hist Soc. has Dec. 11, 1818-Dec. 30, 
1820. Wis. Hist. Soc. has Oct. 24, 1817. A. A. S. has: 
1817. Dec. 26. 
f [Mount Vernon] Ohio Register, 1816-')»^. \'^^0-^ 

Weekly. Removed from Clinton and established at 
Mount Vernon, Apr. 24, 1816, by John P. M'Ardle, with 
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a new volume numberiug, but the same title, "The Ohio 
Blister." It was a paper of quarto dze, with eight 
pages to the issue. The last issue recorded is that of 
Apr. 15, 1818, vol. 2, no. 52 (A. B. Norton, "History of 
Knox County," p. 247), but it was still published in the 
Bprmg of 1819 (J.Kilboum/'Obio Gazetteer," 1819, p. 
169). 

IJb. Congress has May 8, June 5 -July 17, 31, 1816. 
Marietta College has Oct. 9, 1816. A. A. S. has: 
18)7. Dec. 10. 

-[New Lisbon] Ohio Patriot, 1808-1820+. 

Weekly. Established in December, 1808, by William 
D. Lepper, as a small German sheet, entitled "Der 
Patriot am Ohio." It was soon discontinued, and in 
1809, it was reestablished as an English paper, with the 
title of "The Ohio Patriot" ("History of Columbiana 
County," 1879, p. 114). Tlie earliest issue located is that 
of Dec. 2, 1809, vol. I, no. 4, published by William D. 
Lepper. It was continued by Lepper until after 1820. 

Ohio State Museum has Dec. 2, 1809. Lib. C<mgre8s 
has Mar. 31, 1813; June 29, July 20, Dec. 21, 1816. 
A. A. 8. has: 

1818. May 2. 

* [N«w Pblladelphia] Tuscarawas Chrooide, 1819-1820+. 

Weekly. Established Aug. 24, 1819, by James Patrick, 
with the title of "The Tuscarawas Chronicle," and so 
ctmtinued until after 1820 (see "History of Tuficarawas 
County", 1884, p. 485). 

' PUpuL Gazette, 1820+ . 

Weekly. Established July 6, 1820, jud^^ from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of July 27, 1820, 
vol. 1, no. 4, published by William R. Barrington, wit^ 
the title of "The Piqua Gazette. " Continued until aft«r 
1820. 
J. A. Rayner, Piqua, has July 27, 1820. 
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« Portsmoiidi Gazette, 1818-1819. 

Weekly. Established Aug. 5, 1818, by Abbott & 

Chaney (Jeremiah Abbott and Chaney), with the 

title of " Portsmouth Gazette. " It was discontinued with 
the issue of Mar. 17, 1819, vol. 1, no. 26. 
Ohio State Lib. has Aug. S, lS18-Mar. 17, 1819. 

' tPortsfflonfli] Scioto Tel^irapli, 1820+ . 

Weekly. EstabUshed Mar. 4, 1820, by C[harle8] 
Hopkins, with the title of "The Scioto Tel^raph." 
With the issue of Oct. 6, 1820, the title was altered to 
"The Sdoto Telegraph and Lawrence Gazette," the 
paperbdngeditedbyC.Hopkinaandprintedby Jeremiah 
Abbott. It was "published in Portsmouth on Thursday, 
and in Burlington on Friday," although the printing- 
aSee was located in Portsmouth. The paper was so 
ccHttinued until after 1820. 

OhioStataLib. haBMar.4-Dec. 28, 1820. Wis. Hist. 
Soc. has Mar. 4, 1S20. 

» [St Oainvillel Belmont Journal, 1818-1820+. 

Weekly. Established in August, 1818, by Alexander 
AnnBtrcHtg (Caldwell, "History of Belmont and Jefferson 
Counties," 1880, p. 233). It was pubU^ed in the spring 
of 1819 lo' Armstrong and also in 1821 (Eilboum, "Ohio 
Gazetteer, " 1819, p. 169, and 1821, p. 191). No copy 
located. 

I [St ClalnviUe] Belmmt Reposibwy. 1811-1814. 

Weekly. Established Dec. 14, 1811, by Alexander 
Armstrong, with the title of "Belmont Repomtory." 
There is a quotation from the paper in the ZanesviUe 
"Muskingum Messenger" of Jan. 19, 1814. 

Cincinnati Y. M. M. Lib. has Dec 21, 1811; Feb. 8, 29, 
Mar. 7, 1812. 

• [St ClairsvOle] loqmrtlal Expositor, 1809. 

Weekly. Established Mar. 25, 1809, Iv John CGiUd- 
son, & Co., with tiie title of "Impartial Eiqmsitor." 
This inltdal issue is the only one located. 
A. A. S. has: 
1809. Mar. 25. 
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' [St ClairsvIUe] Ohio FederaUst, 1813-1818. 

Weekly. Eetabliahed May 12, 1813, judging from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Sept. 15, 1813, 
vol. 1, no. 19, printed by J[olin] Berry, for C[barlM] 
Hammond (see also referraice in "Western Spectator," 
Marietta, of May 22, 1813). With the issue of Nov. 23, 
1814, Berry withdrew and the paper was published by 
C. Hammond & AHexander] Armstrong, the title was 
changed to "Ohio Federalist, and Belmont Repository," 
and a new volume numbering was adopted. It was so 
continued to the last issue located, that of Jan. 15, 1818, 
vol. 4, no. 158. 

Marietta Coll. has Jan. 15, 12, Mar. 2, 16, May 4, June 
8, 29, Aug. 3, Nov. 30, 1814; Jan. 5, 26, Oct. 6, 1816; Jan. 
4, 18, Feb. 22, Mar. 14, 28, Apr. 25, May 16, June 6, 13, 
July 25, Sept. 6-26, Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 21, Dec. 12, 1816; 
Jan. 2, 9, 30, Mar. 20, Aug. 28, Sept. 18, Nov. 6, Dec. 11, 
1817; Jan. IS, 1818. Univ. of Chicago has Sept. 15, 
1813; Apt. 13, 1814-3ept. 14, 1815, fair. Ohio Hist. & 
Phil. Soc. has Nov. 2, 1814. Wis. Hist. Soo. has Jan. 18, 
1816. A. A. S. has: 
1813. Sept. 29. 
1817. Dec. 11. 
r St dairsviUe] True American, iSlSr iTjlL+'lC' 

There is a quotation from the "St. Clairsville True 
Amer.," in the Zanesville "Muskingum Messenger" of 
Mar. 15, 1816. No copy located. 

« [^viogfield] Farmer, 1819-1820+- 

Weekly. Established in February, 1819, judging horn 
the date of the earliest issue located, that of Aug. 4, 1819, 

vol. 1, no. 25, published by Gec^egan & Rogers ( 

Geo^wgan and Henry Rogers), with the title of "The 
Farmer." At some time between Aug. 4 and Nov. 10, 
1819, Henry Rogers became sole publisher. The paper 
was continued until after 1820, although probably in that 
year the title was chained to "Farmer's Advocate"; at 
least this was the title early in 1821 (Eilboum, "Ohio 
Oasetteer," p. 191. 

Lib. Congress has Nov. 10, 1819. A. A. S. has: 
1819. Aug. 4. 
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• [SteubenvtUe] Western Herald, 1806-1S20+. 

Weekly. Eetabliahed June 7, 1806, judging from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Aug. 16, 1806, 
vol. 1, no. U, published by W[illiam] Lowry, and J[ohn] 
Miller, with the title of "The Western Herald." At 
some time between Aug. 19, 1808, and Nov. 6, 1811, John 
Miller became sole publisher, but at some time between 
the latter date and Nov. 5, 1812, Miller entered the nuli- 
tary eervice and William Lowry became the publish^. 
With the issue of April 20, 1815, Lowry sold the pfq>er 
to James Wilson. With the issue of Jan. 3, 1817, Wikon 
enlarged the title to "Western Herald & Steubenville 
Gazette." It was so continued imtil after 1820. 

Western Reserve Hist. See. has Aug. 16, 1806-Aug. 19, 
1808; Mar. 18, 1820. N. Y. Hist. 5oc. has Apr. 6, 1815- 
Dec. 26, 1817. Lib. Congress has Nov. 6, 1811; Jan. 28, 
1813; Aug. 17, 1815; Nov. 1, 1816; Mar. 21, 1817; Jan. 2, 
1819-Dec. 30, 18^). Ohio State Lib. has Feb. 7, 1817- 
Nov. 20, 1820. Penn. State Lib. has July 3, 1819. 
A. A. S. has: 

1812. Nov. 5, 12. 

1816. Feb. 23. 
June 21. 
Sept 6, 27. 

1817. July*-. 
Dec. 12. 

»rrroy) Miami Weekly Post. 1820+. 

Weekly. Eatabliahed Mar. 16, 1820, judging &om the 
date of the only issue noted, tiiat of June 15, 1820, vol. 1, 
no. 14 (see Venable, "B^jnnings of IJterary Culture in 
the Ohio Valley," 1891, p. 42). Early in 1821 the paper 
was published by W. Doherty & Co. (Kilboum, "Ohio 
Gaaetteer," 1821, p. 191.) 

I (UrtMna] Fannef's Walch-Towcr, 1813. 

Established in June, 1812, by Corwin and Blackburn, 

(Moees B. Corwin and Blackburn) with the title 

of "The Farmer's Watch-Tower" (Venable, "B^innings 
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of literary Culture in tiie Ohio Valley, " 1891, p. 41). No 
copy located. 

' Urbana Gazette. 1817-1819. 

WeeUy. Establiahed in May, 1817, judging from the 
date of tiie only issue located, that of Dec. 23, 1817, vol. 
1, no. 32, published by Allen M. Foff, with the title of 
"Urbana Gazette." It wae still published by Foff in the 
spring of 1819 (Kilboum, "Ohio Gazetteer," 1819, p. 
169). 
A. A. S. has: 
1817. Dec. 23. 

» EUrtMoa) Spirit <A Uberty, 1814. 

There is a reference to the "Spirit of Liberty, " dated at 
Urbana, Feb. 8, 1814, in the Zanesville "Muskingum 
Messenger" of Feb. 16, 1814. No copy located. 

' [Urbana] Ways of (be Worid. 1820+. 

Weekly. Established in July, 1820, by A[- — ] R. 

Ck)lwell, with the title of "The Ways of ttie Worid" 
(Venable, "Beginnings of Literary Culture in the Ohio 
Valley," 1891, p. 41; Eilboum, "Ohio Gazettefff," 1821, 
p. 191). No copy located. 

• [Warren] Tninq> <A Fame, 1812-1816. 

Weekly. Established June 9, 1812, with tiie title of 
"Trump of Fame," by David Fleming for Thomas D. 
Webb. The second issue, on June 16, was also numbered 
vol. l,no. l,bymistake, orposubly June9wa8conffldered 
a preliminary issue. WiUi the issue of Nov. 3, 1813, the 
paper was published by Jamee White & Co. [Thomas D. 
Webb]. Samuel Quinby replaced Webb in the firm in 
1814, but retired in about a year, as Jamee White was sole 
publisher at some time previous to May 10, 1816. With 
the issue of Aug. 9, 1816, White sold out to F[itch] Bissell. 
The issue of Sept. 27, 1816, was the last with the title of 
"Trump of Fame," and on Oct. 4, 1816, the title was 
changed to "Western Reserve Chronicle, " which see. 
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Western Reeerve Hist. Soc. has June 16, 1812 -Oct. 26, 
1814; May 10, 17, July 12-Aug. 16, Sept. 13-27, 1816. 
Ohio Arch. & Hist. Soc. has Jime 16 -Dec. 23, 1812. New 
London Co. Hist. Soc. has Aug. 17, 1813. Chicago Hist. 
Soc. has Mar. 16, 1814. Detroit Pub. Ub. has July 5, 

1816. Several libraries have the facEdmile issue of June 
9,1812. A. A. S. has: 

1812. June 9 (fac-om) 

Nov. 5. 

Dec. 30. 
1814. Jan. 19. 

Feb. 2, 9, 16. 

Mar. 2, 10, 30. 

Jime 15. 

July 27. 

e [Warren] Western Res^ve Chronicle, 1816-1820+. 

Weekly. Eetablished Oct. 4, 1816, by F[itchl Biaeell, 
with the title of "Western Reserve Chronicle," and 
succeeding the "Trump of Fame," but adopting a new 
volume numbering. With the issue of Jan. 24, 1817, the 
title became "The Western Reserve Chronicle," and the 
publishers F. Bisaell & W. Smith, but with Feb. 28, 1817, 
F. Bissell was given as sole publisher, and with Mar. 14, 

1817, S. Quinby, & Co. (Samuel Quinby and Elihu 
Spencer) became the publishers. With the issue of Mar. 
4, 1819, Geoi^^ Hapgood replaced Spencer in the firm, 
and with July 1, 1819, Otis Sprague replaced Quinby, the 
firm then becomii^ Hapgood & Sprague. With 1^ issue 

of Oct. 1820, E R. Thompson replaced Sprague, 

and the firm became Hai^ood & Thompson. It was so 
continued until after 1820. 

Western Reserve Hist. Soc. has Oct. 11, 1816-Sept. 
24, Oct. 29, 1818; Aug. 19, Sept. 30, 1819; May 4-18, 
June 15, 22, Sept. 14, Nov. 9, Dec. 14, 1820. Detroit 
Pub. Lib. has Dec. 20, 1816; May 25, June 15, Sept. 14, 
1820. Chicago Hist. Soc. has July 17, 1817. A. A. B. 
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1816. Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. 
Dec. 6. 

1817. Julys, 17. 
Dec. 4. 

• [West Uafon] P^^tlcal Censor, 1816-1820+. 

Weekly. Eatabliahed in March, 1815, jud^mg from 
the finrt and only issue located, that of Dec. 20, 1817, vol. 
3, no. 42, publiahed by James Finley, with the title of 
"Political Cenaor. " The paper is listed in the 1818, 1819 
and 1821 editions of Kilbouro's "Ohio Gazetteer" as 
published by Jamee Finl^. 

A. A. S. has: 
1817. Dec. 20. 

[Wmiamsburgh] aermont Sentinel. 1818-1819. 

Weekly. Established July 4, 1818, by Charles D. 
McManaman ("History of Clermont County," 1880, p. 
151). It is referred to in Kilboum's "Ohio Gaeetteer," 
1819, p. 169, as published in the spring of 1819 by C. D. 
M'Manaman. No copy located. 

* [Winiamsburs] Fanners' Friend, 1820+. 

Weekly. Established in February, 1820, judpng from 
• the only copy noted, that of July 21, 1821, no. 77, pub- 
lished by William A. Camroa, with the title of "The 
Farmers' Friend" (Venable, "Beginnings of Literary 
Culture in the Ohio Valley," 1891, p. 42). No copy 
located. 

\ [WtUiamsburKh] PoUtlCBl Censor. 1813. 

Weekly. Established Jan. 15, 1813, by Thomas S. 
Foote and Robert Tweed, with the title of "The Political 
Censor, " but discontinued probably within a year 
("History of Clermont County," 1880, p. 150). The 
prospectus was published in the ChiUioothe "Supporter" 
of June 20, 1812. No copy located. 
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•PAHUanuburg] Western American, 1814-1816. 

Weekly. Eetabliahed in August, 1814, jud^ng from 
ihe earliest issue located, that of Feb. 25, 1815, voL 1, 
no. 30, published by Moms ■& I3y. The date of estab- 
liahmeat is ^ven as Aug. 5, 1814, and the names of the 
publishers as David Moiris and Geoige Ely ("History 
of Clermont County," 1880, p. 151). The paper is 
quoted in the "Unicm" of Washington, Ky., of May 31, 
1816. 
Wis. Hist. Soc. has Feb. 25, Mar. 11, 1815. 

• [Woosterl Ohio Spectator. 1817-1820+. 

Weekly. Established June 6, 1817, jud^ng from the 
volume numbering and advertisements of the earliest 
issue located, that of Nov. 21, 1817, vol. 1, no. 25, pub- 
lished by Cox A Hickcox (Levi Cox and Asa W. Hickcox), 
with the title of "The Ohio Spectator." Before the end 
of 1817, Cox withdrew, and the paper was published by 
Hickcox & Baldwin ("Ohio Monitor," Columbus, Jan. 
1, 1818). Within a year, certainly previous to the q)ring 
of 1819, Samuel Baldwin, Jr., became sole publisher 
(Eilboum," Ohio Gazetteer," 1819,p.l6g). Baldwin died 
in oflBee May 18, 1820 ("Ohio Monitor," Columbus, June 
10, 1820). It is sUted in Douglass, "History of Wayne 
County", 1878, p. 357, that after Baldmn's death, the 
papfo- was edited by Thomas Townsend and printed by 
Joseph Clingan, and expired before the end of the year, 
altboti^ later revived. 
A. A. S. has: 
1817. Nov. 21. 

•[Wortfalngton] ColumMan Advocate, 1820-)-- 

Weekly. EeUblished Jan. 7, 1820, by Esra Griswold, 
Jr., with the title of "Columbian Advocate and Franklin 
Chronicle", according to the evidence of a comidete file 
described in the "History of Dehiware County," 1880, 
p. 249, but now not located. The prospectus of the paper 
is printed m the "Ohio Monitor," of Columbus, of S^t. 
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2, 1819. At Bome time previouB to June 19, 1820, the 
title was Bborteoed to "Franklm Chronicle," and the 
publifihers became Griswold & Spencer, by whom the 
paper was continued after 1820. 
N. Y. Pub. Lib. has June 19, 1820. 

[WtHihlngtonl Franklin Chronicle, see Columbian Advocate. 

« [Wmthington] Weston InteU^ocw. 1811-1814. 

Weekly. Established in August, 1811, judging bom 
the date of the earliest issue located, that of Feb. 7, 1812, 
vol. 1, no. 25, published by Buttles & Smith (Joel Buttiea 
and George Smith), with the title of "Western Intelli- 
gencer. " In December, 1812, the firm was dissolved and 
Smith retired. The issues early in 1813 bear no publish- 
er's imprint, but according to A. E. Leo, "History of 
Columbus," vol. 1, p. 423, the publisherB at this period 
were Joel Buttles, James H. Hills and Ezra Griswold. In 
the spring of 1813, Buttles retired in favor of Philo H. 
Olmsted, and the publishing firm became Olmsted, Hills 
& Griswold. The last Worthington issue located is that 
of ^ov. 3, 1813, voL 3, no. 8, althot^ judging from later 
volume numbering it was discontinued at Worthington with 
the issue of Feb. 23, 1814, vol. 3, no. 24, and removed to 
Columbus, where it was reestablished under the same titie 
on Mar. 16, 1814. 

Wis. Hist. Soo. has Feb. 7, 1812. Long Id. Hist. Soc. 
has Dec. 9, 16, 1812. Harvard has Dec. 16, 1812; Jan. 
20, Feb. 10, 17, 1813. Ohio State Ub. has Feb. 17, June 
9, 23, July 14. 28, Aug. 4, Oct. 6-20, Kov. 3, 1813. 
Western Beenve Hist. Soc. has Sept. 1, 1813. A. A. S. 
has: 

1813. Oct. 13. 

' pCenla] Ohio Vehicle, 1814-181^ ^ 

Week^. Established in January, 1814, judpng from 
tlie date of the earliest issue located, that 9f Feb. 14, 1816, 
vol. 2, no. 6, pubUshed by Felham A Smith (Samuel 
Pelham and George Smith), wiUi the title of "Ohio 
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Vdiicle. " The last issue located is that ot Oct. 24, 1S15, 
vol. 2, no. 39. 
Green Co. Lib., Xenia, has Feb. 14 -Oct. 24, 1815. 

' [Xenta] Reading Room, WWr" W-V'- "^'^■^ 

Weekly. A paper with the title of "Reading Room" 
was published in the spring of 1819 by John Kendall 
(Kilboum, "Ohio Gaietteer," 1819, p. 169). No copy 
located. 

'ZanesvDfe E]q>ress, 1812-1820. 

Weddy. Established Dec. 30, 1812, by Putnam & 
Israel (Edwin Putnam and Joseph Israel), with the title 
of "Zaneeville Express, and Repubhcan Standard," 
'With the issue of Dec. 28, 1814, Jonathan Clark was 
added to the firm, which became Putnam, Israel & Clark. 
With the issue of May 25, 1815, Israel withdrew and the 
firm became Putnam & Clark. Witii the iasue of Nov. 
14, 1816, Dunham replaced Clark in tbe firm, which 
became Putnam & Dunham. In 1817, the paper was 
transferred to Horace Reed & Co., changed early in 1818 
to Horace Reed. In June, 1820 the paper was purchased 

by O'Hara ft Barrett ( O'Hara and Barrett) 

and tbe title was changed to "The Express i Public 
Advwtiaer." It was ao continued until after 1820. 

Ohio State Lib. has Dec. 30, 1812-Dec 19, 1816. 
Detrat Pub. lib. has Jan. 5, 1813; Jan. 30, 1817; June 3, 
1818; Nov. 3, Dee. 29, 1819; Jan. 5-19, Feb. 2, 23, Mar. 
1. 8, 1830. Cincinnati Y. M. Bf. Lib. has Jan. 5, 1813. 
MarietU ColL has Mar. 16, June 8, Aug. 31, Nov. 9, Dee. 
ai, 1815; Sept 1, 1819; Feb. 2, 16 -June 3, July 1 -Aug. 5. 
Sqifc. 13, 19, 1820. lib. Conpess baa Dec 28, 1815. 
A. A. S. hu: 

IS13. June 3a 

IS15. Oct 5. 

1817. DmlIS. 

1818. July 39; 
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•[ZanesvUlel Muskliiciun MesseotM', 1809-1820. ^ 

Weekly. Established Nov. 18, 1809, jud^ng from the 
date of the earliest issue located, that of Jan. 6, 1810, toL 
1, no. 8, published by White, Sawyer, A Co. (Joseph W. 
White and Porter Sawyn), with the title of "Muskingum 
Messenger." In either July or August, 1810, tbe "Co." 
was omitted and the paper published by White A 
Savyex. With the issue of Dec. S, 1810, the title was 
enlarged to "Muskingum Messenger and Ohio Intelli- 
gencer" and David Chambers was added to the firm, 
which became White, Sawyer & Chambers. With the 
issue of July24, 1811, White withdrew from the firm, which 
became Sawyer & Chambers. With the issue of Apr. 8, 
1812, the title was shortened to "Muskingum Messen- 
ger." With the issue of Mar. 30, 1814, David Chambers 
became sole publisher, and with Nov. 2, 1814, the title 
was sUghtly altered to "The Muskingum Messenger," 
With die issue of May 16, 1816, Josiah Heard was ad- 
mitted to partnership, the firm becoming Chambers and 
Heard. With the issue of Nov. 7, 1816, Josiah Heard 
became sole publisher. Early in 1819 Ezekiel T. Cox 
became the publisher and continued the paper until after 
1820. 

Zanesville Pub. lib. has May 12, 1810. Cincinnati 
Y. M. M. Lib. has July 17, 1811 ; July 6, 1814. Manetta 
College has Sept. 13, 1815; Feb. 21, 1816-Dec. 31, 1817; 
Feb. 11-25, Mar. 25-Apr. 22, 1818. Chicago Hist. Soo. 
has Jan. 12, 1814. H. W. Phelps, Columbus, has June 1, 
1814. Western Reserve Hist. See. has June 16, 1813. 
N. Y. Hist. Soc. has Sept. 17, 1817; Feb. 3, 1819. A. A. S. 

1810. Jan. 6 to Dec. 26. 

Mi«ng: Jan. 13-F^. 10, 24, Mar. 3-24, 
Apr. 28, July 21 -Aug. 18, S^t. IS, 22, 
29, Oct. 20. 
lail. Jan. 2 to Dec. 25. 

Mi^ng: Jan. 16, Feb. 6, 18, 27, Mar. 2, 9, 
23, SO, Apr. 27, June S, 12, July 10, Aug. 
14,31. 
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Ita. Jan. 1 to Deo. 30. 
Extra: Apr. 4. 
MiflBmg: Jan. 22, Feb. 20, Mar. 18, Apr. 15, 
22, 29, Majr 13, 20, 27, Jul; 29, Aug. 12, 
28, Sept. 9, Oct. 7, 21, 28, No». 11, 26. 
1813. Jan. 6 to Dec. 29. 
Extra: Apr. 7. 
Miashig: Jan. 6, Feb. 10, June 9, 16, 23, 
July 7, 14, S^t. 22, Nov. 10, 17. 
1(14. Jan. S to Deo. 28. 
[Extra: June 17] 
Miaaing: Mar. 4, Apr. 13, 20, July 6, 27, 
Aug. 3, 17, Sept. 21, Oct. «, 12, 19, Nov. 
0, 23, Deo. 7. 
MIS. Jan. 4 to Dec. 27. 

Miaaing: Jan. 4, 11, Feb. 1, Apr. 26, May 
3, 17, June 7, 28, July 12, 26, Aug. 2, 
Sept. 13, 20, Oct 4, Noy. 1, 22, Dec 6. 

1816. Jan. 3 to Deo. 26. 

Miaaing: JaiL 17, Ftob. 21, Mar. 6, 13, Apr. 
3, 10, June 6, 13, July 18, Aug. 8, 29, 
Sept. 6-26, Oct 10, Not. 28. 

1817. Jan. 2, 9, 16, 30. 
Feb. 6, 13, 20. 
Mar. 6, 20, 27. 
Apr. 3, 10, 17. 
Deo. 17. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 



ANNUAL HBBTING OF TBI SOCIBTT, OCTOBBB 15, 1919, 
AT THB HALL OF THB 80CIBTT, WOBCB8TEB 

The annual meeting was called to order in Antiqua- 
rian Hall, at 10.45 a. m., President Lincoln in the 
chair. 

There were present the following members: 

Franklin Bowditch Dexter, Reuben Colton, Henry 
Herbert Edes, William Eaton Foster, Francis Henshaw 
Dewey, Willhim Trowbridge Forbes, George Henry 
Haynes, Arthur Lord, Charles Lemuel Nichols, Waldo 
Lincoln, Edward Sylvester Morae, George Parker 
Winship, Samuel Utley, Benjamin Thomas Hill, 
Daniel Berkeley Updike, Clarence Saimders Brigham, 
lincoln Newton Einnicutt, Worthington Chaimcey 
Ford, Frederick Jaclcson Turner, Julius Herbert 
Tuttle, Samuel Bayard Woodward, George Hubbard 
Blakeslee, Arthur Prentice Rugg, Wilfred Harold 
Mimro, Henry Winchester Cunningham, Frank Fai^ 
num Dresser, Rev. Shepherd Knapp, Homer Gage, 
Livingston Davis, Archer Butler Hulbert, Rev. Her- 
bert Edwin Lombard, Howard MiIlarChapin,GrenviUe 
Howland Norcross, Thomas Hovey Gage, Charles 
Francis Jenney, John Whittemore Farwell, Lecviard 
Wheeler, Alexander George McAdie, Nathaniel Thayer 
Kidder, William Lawrence Clements, Richard Ward 
Greene, George Anthony Gaskill, John Woodbury, 
Alfred Lawrence Aiken, Charles Eoiowles Bolton, 
John Henry Edmonds, Leonard Leopold Mackall, 
Samuel Lyman Munson, Robert Kendall Shaw, 
Harold Mush Sewall. 
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The call for the meeting having been read, it was 
voted to dispense with the reading of the records of 
the last meeting. 

The PresideDt read the report of the Council, the 
financial report was read by the Treasurer, Dr. 
Woodward, and the Librarian's report was read by 
Mr. Brigham. It was voted, on motion of Mr. Edea, 
that these papers be accepted as the Report of the 
Council and referred to the Committee of Publication. 

The President appointed Messrs. Blakeslee, Aiken 
and Colton a committee to collect and count the 
ballots for new members. They reported the election, 
as resident members of the following: 

Isaac Newton Phelps Stokes, of New York, N. Y. 

Robert Digges Wimberiy Connor, of Raleigh, N. C. 

The unanimous election of Waldo Lincoln as 
President was announced by the committee, Messrs. 
Edes, Gaekill and Edmonds, appointed by ^e chair, 
Messrs. Cunningham, Woodbury and Munson, as a 
committee to nominate the other officers, reported the 
following list: 

President 

Waldo Lincoln, A.B., of Worcester, Mass. 
Vice'PrendenU: 

Andrew McFarland Davis, A.M., of Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Arthur Prentice Rugg, LL.D., of Worcester, Mass. 
CoundUort: 

Granville Stanley Hall, LL.D., of Worcester, Mass. 

Samuel TJtley, LL.B., of Worcester, Mass. 

Charles GrenfiU Washburn, A.B., of Worcester, 
Mass. 

Francis Henshaw Dewey, A.M., of Worcester, 
Mass. 

Henry Winchester Cunningham, A.B., of Milton, 
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Clarence Winthrop Bowen, Ph.D., of New York, 
N. Y. 

George Parker Winship, Litt.D., of Dover, Mass. 

WiUiam Howard Taft, LL.D., of New Haven, Conn. 

George Hubbard Blakeslee, Ph.D., of Worcester, 
Mass. 

Henry Herbert Edea, A.M., of Cambridge, Mass. 

Secretary for Foreign Correapondenee: 
James Phinney Baxter, lJtt.D., of Portland, Me. 

Secretary for Domestic Correspond0nce: 
Worthington Ghauncey Ford, Litt.D., of Boston, 
Mass. 

Recording Secretary: 
Charles Lemuel Nichols, M.D., Litt.D., of Worces- 
ter, Mass. 

Treasurer: 
Samuel Bayard Woodward, M.D., of Worcester, 
Mass. 

Committee of PuhlicaHon 
George Henry Haynes, Ph.D., of Worcester, Mass. 
Julius Herbert Tuttle, of De<^m, Mass. 
John Henry Edmonds, of Boston, Maes. 

Auditors: 

Benjamin Thomas Hill, A. B., of WorcestCT, Mass. 

Homer Gage, M.D., of Worceater, Mass. 

The above named officers were then unanimously 
elected by the Society by ballot. The oath was 
administered to the recording secretary by Judge 
Forbra. 

The secretary then read on recommendation of the 
' Cotmcil the Constitution of the American Council of 
Learned Societies devoted to Humanistic Studies, 
which was adopted by the society, on motion of Judge 
Forbes. It was moved, and so voted, that the President 
appoint delegates to represent this Society in the new 
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organization. The delegates appointed were Messrs. 
Hiram Bingham for four years and Frederick J. 
Turner for two years. 

There being no further business, the members 
listened to the following papers: " Greater New Eng- 
land in the Middle of tiie Nineteenth Century," by 
Frederick Jackson Turner, of Cambridge, Mass, and 
"The Conciliatory Proposition in the Massachusetts 
Convention of 1788," by George Henry Haynes, of 
Worcester. A paper by Barrett Wendell, entitled 
"A Gentlewoman of Boston, 1742-1805", was read by 
title. It was voted that these papers be referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

Rev. Herbert Edwin Lombard called the attention 

of the society to the exhibition of the engraved work of 
Edwin D. French in the cases in the gallery and 
emphasized its importance as a contribution to the 
study of American engraving and bookplates. 

Mr. Edes proposed and the Society voted to send ^e 
following resolution to Andrew McFarland Davis: 
"We, the members of the American Antiquarian 
Society, assembled at our annual meeting, send cordial 
and affectionate greeting to our honored senior Vice- 
President, Andrew McFarland Davis. We wish to 
record an expression of our regret at his absence and 
of our hope to welcome him at the April meeting in 
Boston. We miss the genial presence of Mr. Davis. 
We miss also his participation in our proceedings 
and his wise counsel in our various discussions and 
undertakings to which he has always been a generous 
contributor." 

The President invited the members to lunch at his 
house, 40 Elm Street, at the close of the exercises. 
There being no further business, the meeting was 
dissolved. 

CHARLES LEMUEL NICHOLS, 

Recording Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 



During the past six months two deatha have 
occurred among the active members, both very 
recently. William Roscoe Livermore of Boston, a 
member since October, 1S97, died at New York, 
September 28, after a brief illness. On Saturday last, 
October 11, Henry Ernest Woods of Boston died very 
suddenly at Greenfield. He was elected to the 
Society in October, 1907. 

Bri^ memoirs of these gentlemen will be prepared 
for pubiication in the Proceedii^. So far as known 
to the Council there have been no deatha among the 
foreign members. It may be well to repeat the 
suggestion made two years ago, that memb^ notify 
the secretary or librarian of the decease of any 
foreign member that may come to their knowledge. 

The Society has recently received from the estate of 
the late Samuel Abbot Green a legacy of five thousand 
dollars with which the Samuel Abbot Green Fund 
has been established, the income of which, under the 
terms of Doctor Green's will, is to be expended for 
"the purchase of works relatli^ to American history, 
including all publications in any way connected with 
the town of Groton," Massachusetts. Doctor Green 
at the time of his death was the senior member of the 
Society, having been elected in October, 1865, and for 
forty-four years was a member of the Council, the last 
fourteen as Vice-President. It is peculiarly gratifying 
therefore, to have his name associated with the large 
benefactors of the Society. 

A petty source of annoyance, which has existed for 
many years, has been removed during the past 



ovGoO'^lc 



186 Ameriean Antiguaricm Society. [Oct.^ 

summer, by the action of the local society in chai^mg 
its name from "The Worcester Society of Antiquity" 
to "The Worcester Historical Society." The simi- 
larity of the former name to that of this Society led to 
constant misunderstanding in the mind of the public 
as to which was which, and to frequent misdirection of 
letters. This Society has always wished to encoiurage 
and assist the local society and, in the past, has sent 
much material to it for its cabinet and library, but 
many individuals have refrained from joining it 
because of its unfortunate name. The Council now 
hopes that every member of this Society from Worces- 
ter County will join the Worcester Historical Society 
and give it every aid in his power. 

It should be one of the most important objects of 
this Society to encourage local historical societies all 
over the United States. The more there are of them 
and the more active they are in collecting and preserv- 
ing the records, maps, manuscripts, and newspapers of 
their respective localities the better. It is manifestly 
impossible for any national library to cover the whole 
country. The library of Congress, which has the 
government itself behind it, is swamped with the 
vast mass of material which it attempts to preserve. 
There are seventeen thousand newspapers published 
in this country alone, and many hundreds, if not 
thousands, more in Canada and Spanish America. 
This library preserves about thirty of these thousands. 
If every local historical society would make a point of 
preservii^ and binding a file of the newspapers 
published in its neighborhood, it would advance the 
cause of local history very much, and brii^ great 
relief to the national libraries. But it is not necessary 
to have a local society to accomplish this, since the 
local library can do this work as well, and many in 
Massachiisetts, where every town has a library, are 
already doing it. Let it be the business of every 
member of this Society to see that his own local society 
or library adopts this plan, if it has not already done so. 



ovGoo'^lc 



1919.] Report of the Council 187 

By the sale of the larger part of the duplicate news- 
papers, as was mentioned in the last annual report, 
the Purchasing Fund has been restored to its original 
sum and considerably increased. This has made 
posedble the purchase of several important collections 
which otherwise could not have been secured. The 
most notable of these is the Marshall collection of 
book-plates, the acquisition of which has placed the 
Society's collection well at the front of all others. 
The financing of this purchase has been done partly 
with the Purchasing Fund and partly with the aid of 
our ever generous recording secretary. It will proba- 
bly be a year before the sale of duplicates from this 
collection will enable the Society to repay the secretary 
and return something to the fund. Through the 
good will of Mrs. E. D. French, the Society's collection 
of the book-plates designed by her husband has been 
made practically perfect, and on exhibition of his 
work has been arranged in the upper hall, which will 
undoubtedly interest the members and will be con- 
tinued for some weeks for the benefit of the public. 
It should attract the attention of all who are interested 
in this branch of art. 

Partly owing to the war, partly to the death of the 
most active member of the committee of publication, 
and partly to a depleted staff and consequent increase 
of work for those remaining, the published Proceedings 
are six months in arrears, and the printed records of 
the last annual meeting have but just now reached the 
members. One result of such delay is that any appeal 
of the Council is received, by those members who are 
not present at the meeting when it is made, so late as 
to lose much of its force. An effort will be made 
during the coming year to return to the former custom 
of having the printed Proceedings of each meeting 
distributed before the holding of the next meeting. 
Even this delays too long the presentation of recom- 
mendations of the Council. It is, therefore, proposed 
to print and distribute the report (rf the Council, as a 
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separate publication, as soon as possible after each 
meeting. Thus the members may be more promptly 
advised of the Society's doings. A year ago reference 
was made to an offer which would enable the Society 
to acquire a valuable collection of engraved portraits 
of disdnguifihed Americans, and the hope was expressed 
that some member, not too far removed from Worce»* 
ter, would volunteer to care for the arrangement and 
increase of such a collection, the staff being too small 
and too much occupied with other work to take over 
such a task. Owing to the delay in printing the 
Proceedings this suggestion has reached those mem- 
bers, not present when the report was read, within the 
last week, and naturally no response has been received. 
This is a concrete example of the advant^e to be 
gained by a separate publication of the Council's 
report. Fortunately the offer of the portraits is still 
open and the su^eation is now renewed. 

One of the specialities in which this library holds 
first rank is that of American school books, or educa- 
tional textbooks as they are frequently deugnated. 
This collection has recently been completely re- 
arranged and classified, and by a careful estimate 
contains ten thousand eight hundred and seventy 
volumes, probably nine-tenths of them being pub- 
lished before the Civil War. No other collection of 
which any record has been fotmd approaches this 
in point of numbers and importance. A Bulletin of 
the United States Bxireau of Education on "Special 
Collections in libraries in the United States," issued 
in 1912,claims for that Bureau ten thousand textbooks, 
but a large propottion of these are foreign, while the 
collection in the Library of Congress consists mainly 
of textbooks published since 1870 and acquired 
through the operation of the copyright law. The 
next largest coUection noted in the Bulletin is that in 
the Wadsworth Athenaum, Hartford, Conn., which 
numbered forty-five hundred volumes, and many of 
these are foreign. A better idea, perhaps, can be 
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guned of the importance of this accumulation of early 
school books, for a study of the history of education 
of the United States, by stating that, by actual 
count, there are on the shelves eight hundred and 
twenty arithmetics, six hundred and ten geographies 
and atlases, six hundred and thirty English grammars, 
nine hundred and forty readers, and three hundred and 
ninety Bpellers,* yet these subjects, which include the 
classic "three R's," make up only about a third of the 
whole number. 

On August 22, 1919, the presidents and secretaries 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the 
American Historical Association invited this Society, 
with twelve other representative American learned 
societies devoted to humanistic studies, to send 
delegates to a conference to be held in Boston on 
September 19. The purpose of the conference was 
to consider what action should be taken by American 
societies to enable them to take part effectively in the 
new international Union Acad^mique, which was 
organized in Paris in May, to further international 
undertakings in bibliography, archsaology and history. 
The suggestion was made in the invitation that each 
society be represented by its president, its secretary 
and one other member, and accordingly the Council 
appointed the president, the recording secretary and 
the librarian to attend the conference. Doctor 
Nichols was unable to accept, but President lincoln 
and Librarian Brigham were present at the conference, 
which was held in the biulding of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and was attended by 
twenty delegates representing the following ten socie- 
ties: — The American Philosophical Society, The Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences, The American 
Antiquarian Society, The American Oriental Society, 
The American Philological Association, The Archaeo- 
logical Institute of America, The Modern Language 

■TUi tndudaa (cbool »tlniii oabtBid not tha larcer mud mon inqiortuit ktlana is th* 
m^noa. Naltkran tha NawEiid>BilPiiiBat>,D(irUBhthaK>alat7DW1HDhlatT-tWD 
«dllkiM. aoiuitail maiaot tlM Bin* bnodnd mmI fortj nadtn. 
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Assoeiation of America, The American Historical 
Association, The American Economic Association, and 
The American Philosophical Association. Three other 
societies had been invited but were not represented, 
viz.: — The American Political Science Association, 
The American Sociological Society, and The American 
Society of International Law. Mr. William Roscoe 
Thayer was chosen permanent churman and Mr. 
Waldo G. Leland permanent secretary, and the origin 
and purposes of the Union Acad€mique were explained 
to the conference by Professor Charles H. Haskins of 
Harvard Univereity. After discussion the following 
resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this conference that 
American learned societies devoted to hu m a n istic 
studies should participate as a group in the Union 
Acad^mique. 

The conference then appointed Professor James T. 
Shotwell of Columbia University and Mr. William M. 
Buckler of Baltimore, as American delegates to the 
October session of the Union Acad€mique, with power 
to fill vacancies, and adopted the following votes of 
instruction: — 



ToTKD, That all projects of research of publicatios fdiich ■ 
dean to have presented to the TJnioii Acad&nique at its October eeanon 
in Puis shall be tfansmittod to the Secretary of the Conf erenoe not later 
than September 28 for forwarding to the American delegates. 

ToTBD, Tliat until the action (rf this confeirakce shall have bees notified 
b]r the bodies repreaented and as organisation fd the sodetiee for national 
reprasentation in the Unkm Acad&nique shall have been pofected, the 
ddegates an instructed that they have no authority to commit the 
Amwican societies to any particular project but should oonfine them- 
selves to a cordial mdoTsenient of the general plan by those pieoent at 
this Conference, and that any projects submitted to the dele^tes should 
be regarded as the suffl^estions of individual scholan. 

Toted, That it is the sense of thorn ptesmt at this Confraenoe that 
some form of bibUography ot humauistie stodiee should be appnmi m 
ui inteniationiU undtftoldnKi 

VoTBD, That this Conference desires to expnm its deq> interest in the 
subject of expknationB and researches in mstem Asia and hopes that a 
wAeme of eo-opoation may be considtted by the Dnkm A^ulAnique. 
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The secretary of the conference presented a draft 
of a convention for establishing an American Council 
of Learned Societies accompanied by a form of 
constitution for such a council, which after some 
amendment was adopted. This convention and con- 
stitution will be presented to the Society by the 
recording secretary later in the meeting, with the 
recommendation of the Council that it be accepted 
and ratified. 

By the liberality of four of our members a scholar- 
ship bearing the name of this Society has been 
established for two years at Clark University, for the 
encouragement of the study of American history.* 
A closer connection is thus formed between the 
Society and the University which should redound to 
the benefit of both, but the benefit accruing to the 
Society will come indirectly from the advertising by 
the University of the educational advantages possessed 
by it through the use of this library. It is true that 
the University has always had the free use of the 
library, but it is now not only at liberty to advertise 
that fact, but it has become its duty to extol the 
facilities which the library offers to students and 
writers' of American history. The more generally 
this becomes known among the friends of education, 
the greater the chance that a "good angel" will 
appear who will relieve the Society of its financial 
dktresa. Should that "good angel" prove to be one 
of the Society's own members the greater the credit to 
the Society, but should it be a non-member the greater 
the credit to the "angel." Though attention has 
frequently been called to it in these reports, many 
members may not yet appreciate the extent to which 
the Society's collections are used by advanced 
students, in their preparation of theses for higher 
degrees. This alone justifies the work of the Society 

■Tha ■akolwahip has bMn awdsd to Ht. F. £iM Buuu. ■ tradiuU ol Byimmiap 
UsiienBtrln 1914 ■Dd, from th>t Urns ontil Fsbruur, 191S,uilD>tnicito[iBhktotTUHl 
■ muluBU itudant in histon and •ooaomla M SjrwuH. For Um nut ^ mnntlii ha 
wu k laubar In tha Bloom&M, N. J., Bitb Behool and f or tlu put jtmi IwwJ oI tha 
hiMoriol dapartnuat in tha Duibarr, CoDii.,HishBcliaal. Haia thirty raataold. 
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in continuii:^ to collect American historical material, 
but it is sometimes questionable if the library is not 
better known to students not connected with the 
Society than to the members themselves. One object 
Bought by this report is to excite such an int^est 
amoi^ the members, that everyone will feel it his duty 
not only to contribute what he can to the Society's 
funds, but to represent the merits and needs of the 
library to all liberal minded friends of education whom 
he may know, bo that not one but many "angels" 
may spread their beneficent wingB over this institution. 

At the last annual meeting, held while the world war 
was at its height, some fear was expressed lest the 
Bcarcity of coal might seriously interfere with the 
usefulness of the Ubrary, and lest the Society might 
even be deprived of the services of its librarian. 
Fortunately in less than a month the armistice was 
signed and anxiety on those two points was allayed, 
but the high cost of living, which still continues, has 
been and is a serious handicap for which the only 
remedy seems to be an increase of endowment. The 
need for this has been mentioned so frequently that 
it may be superfluoiis to mention it now, but the 
members should bear it in mind when approached by 
solicitors for other educational institutions, whose 
appeals are receiving a wide, free advertising which a 
small institution like this cannot command. Com- 
pared with the vast sums demanded by others the 
wants of this Society can be met by a sum which is 
modesty itself, yet with the small coDstituency on 
which it can call, it looms -so large as to seem almost 
unobtainable. One hundred thousand dollars added 
to the interest-bearing endowment would furnish the 
much needed addition to the staff, and provide an 
equally needed sum for binding and book purchases. 

But the most imperative need is for a similar sum of 
one hundred thotisand dollars for the enlargement of 
the stack to double its present size, for which plana 
were submitted by the architects nearly three years 
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ago. These plans are now before you and vill be 
printed in reduced f aceimile in the Proceedings for the 
information of those not present today. Estintates of 
the cost were made at the time and it was the intention 
of the Council to make an effort to raise a sufficient 
sum to build the extension, but the war interfered and 
the matter has rested until now. It can rest no 
longer for the time has come when the storage capacity 
of the building must be increased or a check miiBt be 
put on collecting. Already several hundred volumes 
of newspapers are stored in the basement and are 
inaccesssible for consultation, except with an ex- 
penditure of much time and labor which the present 
force is too small to supply, and even this method 
of storage must soon cease, as little room remains 
unoccupied and that is required for new acquisitions 
now awaiting classification and arrangement which 
cannot be hastened for lack of means. The fact is 
that the Society must have financial help or its 
usefulness will be seriously impaired, and the sooner 
the members realize that fact the better. They must 
themselves feel, and they must impress upon that 
portion of the general public on whose liberality all 
educational establishments must depend for support, 
that the great assistance given by this library to 
advanced students of American hbtory, who come 
hither from graduate schools as far west as the 
Mississippi, and even from more remote universities, 
for research work which they cannot pursue as well 
elsewhere, must not be curtailed. They should 
realize that writers in almost every branch of this 
subject must prosecute their studies here, if they would 
exhaust the sources of information, for these walls 
contain larger and more complete collections of 
printed matter on many topics relating to American 
history, than any other library in the United States; 
and in certainly a dozen important lines more than 
any other library in New England. This is not said 
in any spirit of boastf ulness but simply in an attempt 
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to impresB on the minds of the members, that this ia 
an educationftl institution which is entirety worthy 
of their financial assistance, and that its needs, 
though comparatively small, are quite as imperative 
as those of institutions whose appeals are now being 
BO vigorously advertised. 

WALDO LINCOLN, 

For the Council. 
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OBITUARIES. 



HENRY ERNEST WOODS 

Henry Emeat Woods died suddenly of heart trouble 
at the Hotel Weldon in Greenfield, Mass., October 11, 
1019, while on the performance of his duties as State 
CommiaHJoner of Public Records. He was bom in 
Boston, June 5, 1857, the son of Heniy Thayer and 
Ellen (Thayer) Woods and descended on both sides 
from a long line of New England ancestors. He was 
educated at the old Chauncy Hall School in Boston, 
but was prevented from continuing his studies at 
Harvard by ill health and trouble with his eyes, and 
instead, travelled for a year or two in England, on the 
Continent, and in North Africa, and from then 
till the last ten years of his life was a travdlerin this, 
and other countries. 

After a few years in Mercantfle life, he devoted 
himself to genealc^cal and historical investigation of 
New England people and places, and to editorial wwk 
mloi^ theee Hnes. He was a prominent member oi 
the New Engjand Historic Genealogical Society, and 
from 1901 to 1907 was Editor of the SegisUr and the 
other publications ol that Society. He was prominent 
in the movement for publishing the Vital Records erf 
the Massachusetts towns and edited many of these 
volumes. In 1907, he was appranted by the Governor, 
State Conunis^oner oi Public Records, and praf ormed 
a notable service in this office. He was made a mem- 
ber of this Society in 1907. In 1903, Bowd<»n College 
conforcd upon him the honorary degree of Master of 
Arts. He was clever with his poual, b^ng at one 
tim« a contributor to Lift, and was wdl posted in the 
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science of heraldry. His chief literary work was 
editorial, though he publiBhed an excellent genealogy 
of the Woods Family and many shorter genealogical 
sketches, and was ever ready to put his time and 
talents at the disposal of friends in genealogical, 
historical or heraldic investigations. He never mar- 
ried, but made his home in Boston with an invalid 
moUier untO her death. Later he lived on Newbury 
Street, making his home at the near-by St. Botolph 
Club. 



WILLIAM ROSCOE LIVERMORE 

William Roscoe Livermore, son of George and 
Elisabeth (Cunningham) Livermore, was bom in 
Cambridge, January 11, 1843, and died at the Army 
Hospital in New York City from heart failure, 
September 28, 1919. He was fitted for college at the 
Cambridge High School and entered Harvard College 
in 1860, but left at the end of his freshman year to 
attend the Military Academy at West Point, from 
which he was graduated in lS65,a8 second lieutenant of 
engineers. He rose by successive promotions to be- 
come colonel, which appointment he received in 1904, 
and was retired from service on June 11, 1907, after 
forty-two years of varied activities in connection with 
army engineering work. May 10, 1917, he returned 
to active duty and was assigned to special duty with 
the Chief of United States Engineers. After re- 
tirement in 1907, he lived in Boston, but removed to 
Washington after the declaration of war with Germany. 
He was author, in 1882, of "The American Kriegspiel," 
a game for practising the art of war on a typographical 
map, and, in 1884, of "Manoeuvres for Infantry", 
which reached a second edition. After hb retirement 
be devoted his time to writing on military and his- 
torical subjects, publishii^ the "Story of the Civil 
War — Viclraburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg", and 
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contributing papers to the Beveral societies of which 
he was a member. He was a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, a member of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, the Massachusetta 
Military Historical Society, and the American Histori- 
cal AssociatioD, and was elected to this Society in 
October, 1897, contributing a paper on "America's 
Place in History" to the Proceedings for April, 1908. 
In 1883, he married Augusta Keen of Philadelphia, 
who survives him. 

w. L. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 



The Treasurer presents herewith hia aimual report of recdptB 
■nd erpenditures for the year ending Sept. 30, 1919, to which u 
appended a statement of the Society's inveatmente and of the 
condition of the various funds. 

Oct. 1, 1919, the net assets were invested as follows: 
Library Building $189,905.71 

Public Funds 102,147.50 

Raikoad bonds 101.515.50 

Miscellaneous bonds 62.867.00 

Railroad shares 22,017 . 00 

Bank shares 5,345.00 

Itfiscellaneoua shares 8,234 . 50 

Mortgages 15,100.00 

Bank deposit 2,000 . 00 

Gash on deposit 7.076 . 10 

$516,208.31 
Which sum includes unexponded inoome 
amounting to 662.70 



$515,645.61 
Leea Library Biulding 189,905.71 

Caidtal bearing intraest $325,739 . 90 

Bonds of the City of Boston to the amount of $15,000 and of 
the City of Wsterbury to the amount of $10,000 became due 
and were paid during the year, and in their place the Treasurer, 
with the consent of the Finance Committee, purchased $5,000 
Consumers Power Company 5% bonds; $5,000, Detroit Edison 
Company 5% bonds; $5,000, Southern Power Company 5% bonds ; 
91,000, Southern California Edison Company 5% bond, and 
$11,000 United States Government 4th 4}^% bonds. 
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Frindpal account has been increased by receipt of $57.23 bom 
the James Lyman Whitney Estate; t5,000 from the Samuel A. 
Green Estate; $150 by Life Memberahips; $237.25 by income 
added to principal; $215 by gifts; $7,502 by sale of duplicates; 
$626 by proHt on City of Boston bonds and $400 by profit on 
City tA Waterbuiy bonds. 

SAMUEL B. WOODWARD, TVsomrer. 
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PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 

nin^id Oet. 1, 1918 Qtaa unexpended inoome tor 1918) 1 

Pimeipal reoeived ainoe Oct. 1, 1918 

Alfrad L. Aiken Life Membenhip S60.00 

Joba Woodtnuy " " 60.00 

J<^H. Edmonds" " SO.OO 

beone added to ptinc^: 

Junes L. Whitney Fmul t20.26 

Pnrehaans Fund 217.00 

237.26 

a. H. NorcToss: for Special Gifts Fund 21S.00 

SBmoel A. Green Estate. 5,000.00 

Jsmee IiTinan Whitney Estate 67.23 

Fiofit: Cit; of Boeton bonds 625.00 

Profit: Ci^ of Wateibui7 bonds 400.00 

Sale of dupljoatea 7,602.00 

EipOMled f ran Pnrahasing Fund. 10,777.43 

BipeDded Erom Special Gifts Fund. 216.00 



INCOMS ACCOUNT 

nneipepded Ipconw 1018 K.90 

14,264.W 

296.00 

Bole of Poblkationa. 283.05 



BXPBNDITUBMB 

beams oaiiied to PnDoqMl t237. 25 

305.49 

7,166.80 

UiJit, BmIL, Water, sad Tetephooe 036 . 26 

Office E^MOse 628.62 

^ " 308.42 

2,179.21 

1,208.15 

600.00 



ovGoo'^lc 



202 



American Antiquarian Society. 



[Oct.. 



Cora of Chounda 111.23 

ExMSarriM 377.« 

ASSETa 

Baal Ertftte. «188,eOS.71 

Mortgagsa. 16,100.00 

Braib 266,630.00 

StodM. 36,806.60 

BuJcDqxMit 2,000.00 

OmIi on depodt 7,076. 10 

VatxptadeA Bilutm Oetobor 1, 191B 

Prindpal Ootobcr 1, ISIS. 

Oct. 1, 1»1» 



S6I6,20B.31 
- S6«3.70 



IkBdlUa 

l-Aldm 11,000.00 

2-«ookbiiMliii| 7,600.00 

S-OoTgeOuiMller 600.00 

^-OoOodiooaiMlRMMidi 17,000.00 

6-I.udE.L.D»Tii..... 23,000.00 

6^ohiiand£linD>TiB.. 4,000.00 

7-F.a.Dvwvr ^800.00 

8-O.E. Enk 17,600.00 

ft-Libnriu'aMMiOoaaraL 86,000.00 

10-HkTOi 2,600.00 

13-Iife Membecdiip 3,000.00 

U-Lmeobi LccMT 7,000.00 

14-Publidims. 82,001.81 

17-8ilUxji7 10<,34S.39 

18-Tnne7 6,000.00 

Ift-B. F. nMma^ 1,000.00 

aa-Sprcwl GUIa 497.82 

aS-F. W. Hann..- 2,000.00 

1,161.66 
6,000.00 
84,606.68 

X7-Elin D. DodfB. 8,000.00 

38-HuiiiMw«D 6,000.00 

Mt -i ii. Lynan Whitnay. . . 4SB.68 

aO-&mud A. a«Mi 8,000.00 





«46.0O 


846.00 




387.60 


837.60 




22.60 


22.60 




766.00 


766.00 




1,086.00 


928.00 S1O7.00 




220.60 


220.60 


»1.09 


216.00 


217.09 




787.60 


787.60 




1,S76.00 


1,676.00 


8.02 


67.60 


70.62 




176.60 


176.60 




316.00 


316.00 




1,420.00 


1,420.00 




^780.54 4^680,64 100.00 




226.00 


226.00 


0.67 


46.00 


46.67 




22.60 


32.60 




90.00 


90.00 




217.00 


217.00 




226.00 


226.00 




1.602.70 


1,247.00 866.70 


1.22 


186.00 


186.22 




216.00 


216.00 




U.3& 


20.26 
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BOMDB 

Pab Boos 

Nahb Rati Matqbtit Val. Val. 

Batmioi«,Md 4 May, 1B66 916,000 IIS.OOO.OD 

Cit]nhoKftCoimt]r,Obk)....6 Oct., 1022 8,000 8,151.00 

Dohitb, Idinn. 4 April, 1030 2,000 l.MO.OO 

JwmtCHt, N.J. 4 April, 1928 6,000 4,831.00 

UonidiH, Tenn. 4 M&y, 1933 6,000 4,887.00 

Middletown, Conn S^Majr, 1926 6,000 4,700.00 

NowTo^N.T. 4HMKy, 1967 20,000 20,000.00 

OEaaltt,Neb. 4H Uv. 1928 15,000 16,000.00 

8m FhueiBeo, CU *HJvfy, 1S48 5,000 4,914.00 

Woonaoe^R.1. 4 June, 1920 12,000 11,179.00 

United Eingdun of Great 

BriUinutd&ehnd 6MFd>., 1937 2,000 1,977.60 

United Eincdom ti Gnat 

Britein and Inland 6MNdt., 1921 1,000 986.00 

United8tatea<<Ameriaa...4>iMa7, 1943 3,000 8,000.00 

United SUtescrf America. .4H Oct, 1938 11,000 10,488.00 

S102,147.6 



AtoUnn, TtopAa ft aaoto 

Ft 4 Hv. 10B5 2,000 tl,640.00 

AtduKut, Topeka ft Bute 

Fe 4 May, 1096 1,000 886.00 

Bdtamore ft Ohio ZHJvlj, 1026 6,000 4,837.00 

Boiton ElCTatod 4 liay, 1036 2,000 2,000.00 

Boaton Elerated ii^AptH, 1937 8,000 7,060.00 

BoahHi ft Maine 3^ Ff«>., 1926 6,000 4,603.00 

QuoagD, Bnriington ft 

Qldaej 4 Ji4r, 19U 6,000 5,000.00 

<atieaeoAEart«raIIlin(»e..6 Nov., 1937 4,000 4,000.00 
Chkago, Mihraukee ft St. 

Paul 4^Jinw,1932 2,000 1,082.60 

Cauoago, Indiana ft 

Boutbem 4 Jan.. 1066 12,000 10,930.00 

Chicago ft NOTthweatem. . .4 Aug., 102S 1,000 046.00 

FHcUnrg 3H Oct., 1921 10,000 9,800.00 

nUnoHCmtaaL 3H Jul7i i9S2 2,000 2,000.00 

minonCoitaaL 6 Deo., 1063 2,000 2,010.00 

I^ke Bhcn ft M J<'*'' gi"' 

Southern 4 M^, 1931 6,000 4,821.00 

Lomll, LAwnnea ft Haw- 
hill 6 June, 1923 7,000 6,670.00 
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Haribcm ft W«stbon 6 My. 1921 1,000 l^OOO.W 

N.T.,N.H. ft Hartford.... 4 M&y, ISM 10,000 10,000.00 

N.T., N.H.ftButf0Td...3HJBii., IQSO 50 SO.OO 

N.T.,N.H. ft Hartford... 6 Jan., 1948 2,200 2,189.00 

OldColonr 4 Jan., 1938 3,000 2,970.00 

FtnofaMOt Sbm Line. 4 Aug., 1920 fi,000 4,943.00 

PcnMuqaMte 4 July, 19S6 9,000 4,S00.00 

FenMuqiMtte S July, 19SS SOO eOO.OO 

Soathmt Indiuu. 4 F^., 1951 2,000 2,000.00 

UniraiFuific 4 July, 1927 600 4G0.00 

mkMbun ft Eutetn fi Juna, 19^ 2,000 2,000.00 

WonNrtOT ft W«tMtv 5 Dm., 1919 2fiOO 2,000.00 

$101,615. SO 

MmcMUjAmoxm Bonds; 

Amer.Tel.ftTd.Co. 4 July, 1929 11,000 11,000.00 

nStedCo 5 Jul. 1926 2,000 2,005.00 

■ Re^ Estate l^wt. 4 June, 1921 2,000 1,915.00 

OoognoB Hotd Co. 6 Feb., 1933 5,000 6,000.00 

Cooaumen Fbwer Co K Jan., 1936 5,000 4,475.00 

Detroit Ediaon Co 5 Jan., 1933 5,000 4,925.00 

Detntt Edfaon Co. 5 July, 1940 5,000 4,800.00 

JEOieottSqnareCo 6 Mai., 1935 5,000 5,000.00 

Uiehipn State lU. Co 5 F^., 1924 3,000 2,996.00 

NorlonCo 6 FA., 1927 3,000 3,000.00 

Seattle Eleotrie O). 5 Aog., 1929 5,000 5,000.00 

So. Cat. Ediaon Oo 5 Nor., 1039 1,000 020.00 

Soutbem PowwCo 5 Mar., 1930 6,000 4,775.00 

IVrre Haoto Tkae. Lt ft 

FowwCo 5 Hay, 1944 3,000 2,000.00 

WMten Eleetoie Co 6 Dec, 1932 5,000 5,056.00 

■ $63,867.00 

Stocfa S366,S30.00 

Pu Book 

Shana VAum Vauis 

at Amnican Td. ft TU. Co $2,400 $2,353.60 

11 Atdii]wm,ToiiekaftSaateFkS.S.(FMf.) 1,100 687.00 

8 Baltimore ft (Nuo B. B. Co. (Pnf.) 300 210.00 

6 Baltinxtte ft (Miio R. R. Co. {Com.) 600 420.00 

« FMchbutg Bank ft TVuBt 0> 600 600.00 

50 Fitdibais It B. Oo 6,000 5,000.00 

35 Maaa. Gaa Li^t Coa. (Pirf.) 3,500 3,900.00 

«8 N. Y., N. H. ft H. R. R. Co. 6^00 8,460.00 

» NorthMB It E- (N. H.) 3,000 3.000.00 

11 (Hd South Bufldinc Troat CPraf) MOO 9S1.00 

aO Union Padfie R R. (Com.) 3,000 3,000.00 

10 Wrtater ft Atlaa National BadE 1,600 1,800.00 
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2S WMt End 8t Rj. Co. (Praf.) 1,250 1,250.00 

U Woravter Ou Li^t Co 1,400 2,000.00 

81 WonMtar BftDk & Trust Co 3,100 2,946.00 

t35,S96.S0 

HosraMB Laura 

J. Banmk «2,100.00 

L.L.HBBin l,S0O.00 

B. P. Sawyer 3,600. 00 

3. P. Stttttk, Tmrtao. 8,000.00 

•10,100.00 
BAifK DxFoena 
DiIxMit in WoroMtor Buk A Tntt Co., Istemt 

Depwtnwot 12,000.00 

Ran. Erati 

lAniT Bnildiiv with lud «8»,S05.71 

The nnderdgned, Auditors of the Americao Antiquarian 
Sodety, b^ leave to state that the books and accounts of the 
Traasurer, for the year ending September 30, 1919, have been 
examined by Elmer A. MacGowan, Accountant, and hia certificate 
that they are correct is herewith submitted. 

The Auditors further report that they have personally examined 
the securities held by the Treasurer and find the same to be as 
stated by him and the balance of cash on hand duly accounted for. 
(Signed) BENJAMIN THOMAS HILL, 

HOMER GAGE, AwUton. 

October 1, 1919. 

WoscEBTBB, Mass., October 1, 1919. 
I hereby certify that I have exammed the books and accounts 
ci the Treasurer of the American Antiquarian Society, made up 
tor the year ending September 30, 1919, and find same to be 

(Signed) ELMER A. MACGOWAN, 
Aeeountont. 



ovGoo'^lc 



206 Ameriean AnHquarian Sod^. [Oct, 

CcnmniTTOu ow tlOD jam mosb to ni BoaBrr*! 



1S83 Isaifth Thomaa, WorcMtw (kgMT) t38,lS3 

Nathuid Macoaitr, Woroegtv (legM7) fiOO 

1838 Edmrd D. Bang^ WoroMter (kgur) 300 

lg«0 TnUkm MoFariud, Worcerter (leEHr) JEOO 

18<3 Chriftoidter G. Champlia, Nmrpcvt, R. L (bgaejr). 100 

1852 Stqdwn SaliaboiT, WnoMtcr 6,000 

18» St^ilMn SaliibuTr, Worewtor 8,000 

1868 Ntthaa Appfaton, Boatm. 100 

Inu DftTM, WoniMtar. aOQ 

Edward Ermtt, Boston. 100 

Oewge Fobom, W<»waUr 100 

John Green, Woreerter 100 

Janm Lenox, New Toifc, N. T. 200 

Levi Linooln, Wcvoeatcr 200 

Oiarka C. little, Cambridge. 100 

Fliny Henick, Woroeetar. 100 

St^hen Satiabury, Woroeatv 8,545 

P. DextcT Tiffany, Woioeater. 200 

1887 Btcfdtn SaliabuiT, WoroMtOT 8,000 



Benjamin P. Thwnaa, Boftoo 100 

ItMW Davia, WoroMtw. 500 

Levi Idttooln, Woroeatcr Oesw)7) 040 

1809 Inao Davia, Woreester.. 100 

Udier D. ParsoDa, Prorideiiee. 100 

Nathaniel TluQnr, Boaton 000 

1B70 Isaac Davia, Worceatar. 100 

Ebeneier Toney, Fitchburg- 100 

1871 Edward L. Davia, Woroeato-. 100 

1872 Miaa Nan^ Lincoln, Shnwabmrjr...... 800 

John F. Bigebw, Boston (kga^) 1,000 

1874 Uiaa Nancy Linooln, SmrwabuTT (legaey) SOO 

Ebeoeaer Alden, Randolph. 100 

1876 laaao Davia, Woroeato- , 400 

ItSS luao Davis, Worowter 400 

1870 Benjamin F. Thonua, Beve^ (legacy) 1,000 

Edward I.. Davia, Wiuveater. 000 

1881 ItMKpti A. Teoney, Woroeater (lega^) 1^000 

QMneaer Alden, Band(dph Qegaoy) IJOOO 

18S2 Samuol F. Haven, Woroeater (legaoy) 1,000 

1883 Robert a WateiBtan, Boft<» 100 

1884 George Chandler, Woneator 600 

8tq>heo Salirimry, Woreeeter (lepey) lOjOOO 

1886 Stephen Saliabiiry, WoroeaUr Ofsaey) 10,000 

1886 Stephen Baliabmy, Jr., WonaaUr. 8,000 
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1887 Robert C. WAtoraton, Boatcm 100 

1889 Ftuob H. Dcnrer, Worcester (legaer) 2,000 

1801 Edward L. Davis, Worcester 5,000 

1886 George E. Ellia, Cbarieetown Oegaey) 10,000 

180S Stepbeo Saliabiur, Jr., Waneatat. 8,000 

1000 John G. B. Davia, WaBhingtoii, D. C. 1,000 

Htnace Davis, San Fnncisoo, Calif 1,000 

Andrev McF. Davis, Cambridge 1,000 

1006 Andrew H. Oreen, New Yoric, N. T. Oegaor) *fiiO 

1007 Stephen Salisbury, Jr., Worceeter (le^cy) 80,000 

Chariea E. French, Boeton (lceU7) 1,000 

1008 Stcphcu Salisbury, Jr., WorceeUr (legacy} 176,000 

1900 Urs. Frances W. Haven, Worceeter (legacy} 2,000 

1910 CSutriee 0. Washburn, Worcester 5,000 

Bfra-ElisaD. Dodge, Woroester (legacy) 3,000 

Jamea P. Hunnewell, Boston. 5,000 

Andrew McF. Davie, Cambridge 1,000 

Edward L. Davis, Worcester 5,000 

CharieeH. Davis, Worcester 3,000 

AusUn P. Qrkty, Woroester. 100 

Henry W. Cunn^iijiam, Boston 1,000 

Henry A. Maish, Worcester 100 

ffimeam E. Baldwin, New Haven, Conn. 100 

Eugene F. Bliss, Cincinnati, 1,000 

A. Qeorge Bullock, Worcester ^000 

William B. Weeden, Providenoe 600 

Caiariea L. Nichols, Worcester. 2,600 

Samuel B. Woodward, Worcester 1/XX) 

Samoel Utl^, Worcester 100 

Waldo Lincok, Worcester 1,000 

Samuel S. Green, Woroester 1,000 

Jamee L. Whitney, Cambridge (lega^) ttO 

1011 Austin S. Carver, Worceeter 100 

PranciB H. Dewey, Woroester 2,600 

Thomas Willing Balch, Philsddphia, Pa. 100 

William Lawrence, Boeton 100 

Caiarles P. Bowdit«b, Boston 100 

Samud A. Oreen, Boston ISO 

1013 James P. Baxter, Portland, Ma. 100 

FkanUinB. Dexter, New Haven, Conn. 100 

Justin H. Smith, Boston 100 

Lincoln N. Einiiicutt, Worcester, 200 

Samod V. Hoflman, New York, N. Y. 1^000 

Oarenoe M. Burton, Detroit, Midi. 100 

Hmry H. Edee, Boston 360 

Urs. Ddoraine F. Corey, MaldcD 600 

1018 AU>ert H. Whitio, Whitinsvltle 1,000 
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1913 Duiel Mettinum, Boston aegacr) 1,000 

Mn. Deloraine P. Goiegr, Maiden 500 

MiM JuM A. lUt, Wonxatcr (h«M]r) 1^)00 

MiM EftUurinB AUco, WoroMter (UfiMT) ^000 

1916 GnBTiIle H. NorcnMB, Boston 300 

1917 Honoa Davis, Son Fnncisoo, Cal. Qegaey) 6^000 

1919 Sunuri A. Qreen, Boston Oegur) 8,000 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN 



The numb^ and value of the acquisitions of this 
Library each year depend chiefly upon the amount of 
income which the finance committee feels can be 
devoted to book purchase. There are certain funds 
the income of which can be used only for books and 
these funds in the past few years have yielded about 
$1250 a year. In 1913-14, however, the general 
iiuiome for books, outside of the special funds, was 
S1650, while in 1918-19, it had dwindled to $420. 
The high coat of living, which to this library means 
cost of fuel, supplies, equipment, printing, and to a 
very slight degree, of salaries, has to be taken out of 
the book fund, the only one capable of standing the 
strain. We must continue to print the Proceedings, 
we must do the necessary binding, and we must keep 
our collections available for use, but we can curtail 
the purchase of books. We are continually "robbing 
Peter to pay Paul," and there are many Paxils, but 
unfortunately only one Peter. 

As a result of this diminished book income, we have 
had recourse during the past three or four years to 
other methods in order to acquire the books needed 
to round out our collections and to fulfil our duty to 
researchers who come here from far and near in the 
quest of material which they do not find in other 
libraries. As books have been offered to us which 
we cannot afford to buy, we have turned to certain 
generous members who have made these purchases 
posmble. During the past year our chief source of 
book income has been the money derived from the 
sale of the duplicate newspapers last fall, and this 
more than any other reason explains how the acces- 
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Bions hftve meaBured in niimber and value with the 
totals of the past few years. Expressed in statistical 
form, the summary is as follows: 

Bound volumes .... 3815 

Pamphlets •. 5837 

Maps, broadsides, prints, etc. 950 

Unbound newspapers .... 5275 
The pamphlet and periodical literature of the day 
forms an important part of the accessions. Certain 
members, such as Charles H. Taylor, Jr., Andrew 
McF. Davis, and Charles G. Washburn, send to the 
library regularly practically all of the current pamph- 
let reports, si>eechea, and other ephemeral material 
which they accumulate, and many other members 
send us items of historical value which are worthy of 
preservation. The early printed titles, however, do 
not come to the average person. These can be 
picked up jonly at auction, or from the bookseller's 
catalogue, or from an occasional individual who has 
inherited them • from some ancestor, and the recent 
enhancement in the values of rare books has made 
scarce titles increasingly difficult to procure. 

Some valuable items of Americana have been 
acquired during the year, but none so important as the 
file of the "Royal American Magazine," presented to 
the Society by Charles H. Taylor, Jr. This magazine 
was published at Boston from Janiiary, 1774, to March 
1775, in fifteen monthly numbers, each number con- 
taining one or more engraved plates and an installment 
of Governor Hutchinson's "History of Massachusetts 
Bay." Since most of the plates were engraved by 
Paul Revere, the issues have been prized by collectors, 
who have frequently extracted the plates, with the 
result that no complete set has ever appeared for sale. 
The Brinley copy, which went to Yide, lacked two 
plates and fourteen pages. The Deane copy, which 
sold in 1898 for $160, lacked one ntmiber and six plates. 
The Manson copy, which was the Deane copy im- 
proved, sold in 1904 for $355 lacking five plates. The 
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Taylor copy is complete both in text and plates, and 
in addition is untrimmed and has most of the original 
blue covers. Since no complete set has ever been 
described and since there has been doubt regarding 
the existence of some of the plates, a list of the 
engravinf^ in each numba* is here appended: 

Juniaiy, 1774. "A View of the Town of Boston" (Rereie). 

"The Thunder Storm" (Rarere). 
Vtbrmrj, 1774. "Sir Wnbrahiun Wentworth" (Rerere). 

"The Night Scene" (CaUendef). 
Month, 1774. "Hie Hon''''. John H&ncock, Esq'." (Reran). 

"The Fortune Hunter" (Callender). 
April, 1774. "M', Samuel Aduna" (Bevcro). 

"The Hill Topa, ft New Hunting Song" (Calleiidw). 
Mfty, 1774. "An Indian Ouette" (unsigned). 

June, 1774. "lite Able Doctor, or America Swallowing the 

Bitter Dran^t" (Revere). 

"The Hooded Serpent" (unsigned). 
Juljr, 1774. "Spanish Treatment at Catth^cena" (Berere). 

August, 1774. "The Method of Refining Salt-Fetra" (unsigned). 
September, 1774. (Engraving of a waterspout] (unaigaed). 
Oetobflr, 1774. "The Uitrod Minuet" (SevBre). 
NoToniber, 1774. ''Tb» Oerboa or Yerboa" (Revere). 

"Mademoiselle Clarion" (Revers). 
December, 1774. "A Conference held between some Indian Chief a and 
Colond Bouquet, in the Year 1764" (Ravera). 

P^graving of beea and honey-oombe] (unsigned). 
Jttnnarjr, 1770. "A Certain Cabinet Junto" (Revere). 
Febmarj, 177JS. "History of Lauretta" (Revere). 
March, 177S. "America in Diatreas" (Revere). 

The charges for most of these plates are entered in 
Paul Revere's Manuscript Day-Books, showing the 
cost to be about £3 each. The entries also show 
that he engraved the lead cut which was used on the 
titlepages in 1774 and after that on the front covers 
of the 1775 issues, and that he made the unsigned 
engravings in the issues of June, August, and Decem- 
ber, 1774. We are much indebted to Mr. Taylor for 
providing us with ao complete a set of this valuable 
maga2iine, especially since it was established by 
Isaiah Thomas, the founder of the Society. 
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A rare pamphlet purchased by the Society ia en- 
titled: "The Art of Making Common Salt, particularly 
adapted to the Use of the American Colonies," 
Boston, 1776, containing an engraved plate showing the 
method of extracting salt from sea-water. The subject 
matter of the pamphlet was first printed in "The 
Pennsylvania Magazine" for March, 1776, pp. 128- 
133, with a plate engraved by S. Aitken. It was then 
printed as a pamphlet of seven pages at Philadelphia, 
with the imprint of R. Aitken, 1776, and with the 
same plate by S. Aitken. The Continental Congress 
caused copies of this pamphlet to be sent to the 
different colonies, and the Massachusetts General 
Assembly voted to reprint 150 copies, which should 
be sent to the several seaport towns of the colony. 

The Boston reprint closely follows the Philadelphia 
edition, but contains a plate by another engrave. 
In the effort to establish the name of the engraver, I 
caused a search to be made in the Massachusetts 
manuscript archives, but foimd no record of payment 
to either the printer or engraver. Although the 
engraving somewhat resembles Revere's work, it is 
probable that he did not engrave it, as he had only 
recently entered military service, and there is no 
record of his engaging in business during the early 
part of the year 1776. The search in the archives, 
however, did reveal the name of the author of the 
pamphlet. In the Massachusetts Archives, vol. 209, 
p. 47, is the following communication from Robert 
Treat Paine: 

To the honorable the CoimcQ and House c^ RepreaentatiTea of the 
Cokmy of Mrmnnnhiinnttn Bay 

Tba Congraaa at their last aeaaioii Ccmaideriiig l^e importanae to 
American Liberty that all neoeosarya of life * defence ahould be prttduoed 
by the inhabitants of the united Colonies, among other Uiiogs dii«et«d an 
enquiry to be made of the most pncticable method of nuUdng salt; as I 
have the honour to be of that Committee I applied some attentkm to it, 
and having mett with a learned treatise of Dr. Brownrigg on the subjeet, 
I extracted the practical part of it, * adding a few observatims I caused 
it to be inserted in the Pennsylvania Magasine * a number of Cc^^nes to 
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bedetadted, * have sent them to tUI the ColonieaMfuaaQecwgu; aiul 
I now do myself Hie honout to indoee some of (hem to your Consid^fttian 
to be dispoeed of at in ymtt msdom may seem beet. 

I can but think there are many parte of oar Ctdony wbne these works 
may be proStaUy erected, in the southern parte more especially. 

It must afford Rieat biqiiuneeB to every Lover of the American united 
Coloniea to ddeat the cruel deaigoa of their TJlnHmwi in kuj respect, * 
it wiD gratify me to hare attempted it, tho unfortunately it Bhonld not 

Hoping suooees to this * every undwtaking to promote the welfan 
(rfour Cdony 
I SubecrUie my self 

yonrHonoim 

most Obedient Servant 
Philadl. April 16*>> 1776. Rob Treat Faine 

Robert Treat Paine, who a few weeks later was to 
ogn the Declaration of Independence, was much 
interested in science and inventions, and was on 
several committees of the Continental Congress to 
establish home manufactures. Although a college 
graduate and a man of distinguished ability, he 
apparently made no other venture in authorship 
except to bring out this one pamphlet hitherto not 
recorded under his name. The Society previously 
owned the first two editions of the treatise, and now 
fortunately possesses the third. 

The section devoted to Spanish-Americana has been 
enriched by ninety-five volumes relating to Cuba, 
received through exchange with the Harvard College 
Library. From a London dealer was purchased 
Marban's "Arta de la Lengua Moxa," printed at 
lima in 1701, and presenting the language of the 
MoxoB of Bolivia, an excellent addition to our large 
collection of the source-books of South American 
linguistics. Mr. Richard Ward Greene, of Worcester, 
has presented sevend volumes of Spanish American 
interest including a file of the "Mercurio Feruano," 
1790—1795. From Mrs. F. Spencer Wigley, of St. 
Christopher's, British West Indies, has come as a 
^t the "Laws of the Island of St. Christopher," 
printed on the island itself in 1791. No copy of this 
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rare example of West Indian printing ia located, 
according to Sabin's Dictionary, and it does not seem 
to be in any of the catidogues of the leading coUecUons 
of Aiaerican laws. At the same time was obtained 
by purchase the "Acts of Assembly, passed in the 
Island of St. Christopher, " printed in London in 1739, 
with the two appendices printed in 1740. This 
volume, although not so rare, is interesting, partly 
because it contains a beautiful emblematic copper- 
plate engraving of George II made by G. Van der 
Gucht. It was Gerard Van der Gucht who engraved 
the large portrait of Rev. Samuel Willard, which is 
generally found pasted in copiesof Willard'a " Compleat 
Body of Divinity," printed at Boston in 1726 and 
famous as the first folio book, outside of laws, printed 
in the colonies. The original copper plate of the 
Willard portrut still exists in the custody of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
the reverse having been used in the Revolution for 
the purpose of printing the State paper currency. 
There has always been a question as to whether the 
engraving was originally published in the book and 
many bibliographers have deemed the volume in- 
complete without the portrait. The point seems to be 
settled, however, by the recent discovery by Mr. John 
H. Edmonds, Stitte Archivist, of an advertisement in 
the Boston News-Letter of January 12, 1727, as 
follows: 

Juat Airmd from LcMtdcm, the Effigiu of the Rer. * Learned, Mr. 
Semuel Wilknl, late Peator of the South Church in Boston, twd Vioe- 
Piend«it of Harvard College in Cambridge, in Netr-En^aad, curioudj 
EograTen: To be Sold bjr Benja. Eliot, at his ahop in King stieet, and 
Daoi^ H»iiwhTn«.n at hi^Shop in Comhill, Boston. 

It is evident, therefore, that the portraits arrived 
from England shortly after the publication of the 
book, which accounts for the fact that they are 
generally pasted or laid in the copies, whenever found. 

About three hundred genealogies of American 
families have been acquired during the year, partly 
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from book-dealers' catalogues and partly as gifts from 
the authors. The want of an adequate genealogical 
checklist, however, prevents a library from knowing 
what titles it lacks and from having a proper descrip- 
tion of the books it desires to buy. Genealogies, 
outside of their value for family research, are useful 
in the study of American biography and history, and 
the effort should be made by this library to make its 
collection more nearly complete. Although we have a 
large and valuable collection, we are exceeded by the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, the New 
York Historical Society, the Long Island Historical 
Society, the library of Congress, the Newberry Library, 
the New York Genealogical and Biographical So- 
ciety, the Wisconsin Historical Society, the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania and possibly one or two 
others. For a library which has gathered one of the 
largest existing collections of historical literature 
relating to America, we should be somewhat better 
represented in this field. The lack of a Genealogical 
Fund has often been alluded to in former Reports. 

In the acquisition of newspaper files we have made 
great strides in the past year. The availability of a 
fairly sizable fund derived from the sale of duplicate 
newspapers last year has made it possible for us to 
purchase many files of considerable importance. 
Money expended in this way is well spent, for the 
library is much used for early newspapers. Strange 
to say, it is the only place in New England, or in fact 
anywhere in the East, excepting Washington, where a 
fair representation of the newspapers of the country 
may be found. They are studied for all conceivable 
varieties of questions. Not only specific facta and 
dates are sought for, but long, intricate researches into 
the social or economic or politicid or literary history 
of the country are frequently made. One writer has 
spent most of the summer here tracing the influence 
of the "Spectator" upon American thought. Another 
has leaned the facts regarding General Washii^ton's 
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southern tour in 1791 in a manner which could be as 
fully covered in no other way. Another has recon- 
structed much of the history of the American theatre 
by a careful examination of early files. Even the 
modem newspaper, often abused by historians, has 
been used in many fields of thought. The attitude 
of certain important journals toward prohibition, 
editorial opinion relating to the late President Roose- 
velt, the development of resentment toward Germany 
during the recent World War are but a few of the 
queries which brought into service newspapers from 
every section of the United States. 

The preservation of newspapers is one of our most 
important tasks, for in this way we can be of the 
greatest use to students all over the country. We 
could well serve as the central depository in New 
England for all newspapers which each library does 
not feel are required by their own patrons. Few 
libraries are able or willing to undertake the task of 
coUecting, binding, and hourang such bulky volumes. 
Historical students ought to have one place in New 
England where they would be able to find a fair 
proportion of New England newspapers, as well as 
the representative journals of other sections of the 
country. A querist from Hartford or Providence or 
Boston or Portland studying newspaper literature 
can much better be served by having such material 
under one roof, than by visiting a dozen or more 
different towns. As long as we are willing to under- 
take this task, libraries can co-operate by sending us 
their duplicates and the papers which are not of local 
use. If such newspapers command a ready money 
value, we at least should be given the opportunity of 
purchase. Several libraries in New England have 
already recognized the value of this central collection 
and have given us the first opportunity to comi^ete 
our files. Yale University, the Connecticut Histori- 
cal Society, the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
Brown University, the Providence Public Library, 



ovGoo'^lc 



1019.1 New England Middk Nineteenth Century. 225 

nativity is known, twenty-five were of New England 
birth. In the absence of census data prior to 1860 
these figures may serve as straws to indicate the 
earlier tendency.' In 1790 the population of Northern 
New England, (Maine, New Hampshire, and Ver- 
mont,) was 323,850. In 1820 it was 778,477, an 
increase of only 454,627. If it had followed the rate 
of increase of the nation as a whole on the above basis, 
it should have shown an increase of over 471,500, and 
should thus have amounted to 795,385 instead of 
778,477. 

Whether this failure to reach the larger figure was 
due to migration from Northern New England, or 
(what is practically absurd in view of the well known 
fecundity of a pioneer population,) an abnormally 
low birth rate in Northern New England as compared 
with the United States as a whole, it ia clear on the 
original assumption that 800,000 New Englanders 
had nugrated to areas outside of the section between 
1790 and 1820. For if the entire deficit of Southern 
New England, the 800,000 migrants, had gone to 
Northern New England, and if Northern New 
England had been unoccupied in 1790, they would 
have furnished somewhat more than the actual 
number found in Northern New England in 1820, 
leaving to be accounted for the natural increase of 
original Northern New England between 1790 and 
1820, which by itself should hare brought the total 
for Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine to neariy 
800,000. 

If these figures are correct, therefore, and the 
800,000 lost New Englanders had doubled in the next 
thirty years, by 1850 there should have been 1,600,000 
New Englanders and their descendants living outside 
the parent section. As we have found an actual 
ntunber of 387,000 natives of New England living in 
1850 in New York and the North Central States 
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Niw TosK, LuKOB, 1865-1809. 

Niw YoBK, UmoN, 1846-1851. 

N«w ToBK, WoELY Mdmdm, 17«-17»7. 

ROCBBBISB AimuoAM, 1842-1857. 

Utiu, Y'Dbkb, 18)»-iei7. 

WasTCHMraB Huuu>, 1SS2-1S66. 

HoMUsrowir, Nationai. Dxtxhdxb, 1854-1860. 

Fhiubslfbu, Cuttoou'b AsTXsnaci, 1792-17IKI. 

Prni.tnw.pwn, DuNU^B AsVKBTmB, 1791-17BS. 

FnuiAunu, OamsAi. AsnanaBB, 1795-1804. 

Pbiladblpbia, Jacesok's Polricai. RsfflBna, 1S1&-1S17. 

Pbilapblphia, Nobib AuBicAir, 1801-1809. 

PgninMPPTi Poulson's Astbbtisex, 180^1809, 1816. 

PaiidsSLPHiA, PcBUC IdnxoB, 1838. 

Philasclfhia, Rblv's OAEwm, 1816-1817. 

Fbiladblphu, Satcbdat Cotibikb, 1S3S-183S. 

PBiLADaLPHiA, UNirxBOAi. OABvm, 1798-1800. 

BAian«»x, MAsn.Ain> JonsMAL, 1789. 

RiCBHOHD EHQomxB, 1804-180S. 

tticBiKaxa CoMFiuB, 1817-1818. 

NoarOLK, CoMHaKCut. lUannB, 1803-1808. 

CmujaansM, B o m -om m, 1809-1818. 

iMsmtrran, WmmBM Uortiob, 1814-1817. 

Nashtilu QtMmrrm, 1819-1821. 

Matchbi, Nbw Sons, 1872-1873. 

IKncioo, Ambbicah Stab, 1847-1848. 

Hmzioo, Eoo vkl Comkbcio, 1848. 

Hmco, MwRTOB REPaBucAim, 1847-1848. 

The Society's collection of the reports and cata- 
logues of American colleges has long been made an 
important feature, and within the past few years 
effort has been made to obtain nearly complete files 
for certain New England collies. The burden of 
this effort so far as the collecting of the Yale Class 
Records is concerned has been lifted through the 
notable gift, from Professor Franklin B. Dexter, of 
his own collection. There is probably no college 
which has issued so large a body of biographical 
material relating to its ^duates as Yale, and the 
Dexter collection numbers 219 volumes, many of 
them finely printed works of several hundred pages. 
There are twelve classes with biographical records 
previous to 1S29, and with but four exceptions every 
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class from 1830 to 1919 is represented by one or more 
class books. It was through the kindness of Mr. 
Andrew Eeogh, librarian of Yale, that the records of 
recent years were added to the Dexter collection and 
our indebtedness to him, as well as to the former 
member of our Council, is herewith recorded. 

The desire, a few years ago, to strengthen our 
American engraving led to the formation of a book- 
plate collection. Gradually it increased until it be* 
came one of the three best collections in the country, 
and now, within the past year, one of these three 
collections, that formed by Frank Evans Marshall of 
Philadelphia, has been purchased en bloc and added 
to our own. Few collectors in the country were so 
eucceseful as Mr. Marsbidl in obtaining early American 
plates, and the bookplates of the Presidents, signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, colonial Gover- 
nors, and eighteenth century bibliophiles aie here 
represented in great number. Most of the known 
plates engraved by Revere, Hurd, Dawkins, Doolittle 
and other early ei^avers are here and bear mute 
testimony of the artistic ability — or the lack of it — 
in the colonies. The great mass of labels and type 
plates, valuable chiefly in showing who were the book 
collectors of a century ago, swell the total into the 
thousands. Mr. Marshall was a keen student who 
gave a large part of his life to the formation of this 
great collection, and his notes and catalogues make a 
valuable addition, not only to our knowledge of book- 
plates, but also to the study of American biography. 

The Marshall collection is now undergoing a process 
of arrangement and comparison with our own plates. 
It will be many weeks before we shall be able to know 
how many plates we shall obtain or to estimate the 
final size of our collection. It is certain, however, 
that the duplicate collection, made up from the sifting 
of at least four great collections, will rank in itself 
among the best in the country. 
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nativity , more than two had left; for every two 
remaimng natives of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
New Hampshire, one had gone. The gain of popula- 
tion in the decade 1860-1860 was but three-tentiis of 
one per cent in Vermont, seven-tenths in Maine, and 
two and one-half per cent in New Hampshire. In the 
next decade Maine and New Hampshire actuaUy 
decreased. 

It was Western and Northern New England that 
furnished the larger share of the expansion of Greater 
New England. The rural towns of the section were 
stagnant or declining, and New England was turning 
from the sea and from the country to the water 
powers and manufacturing communities. Her des- 
tiny became urban instead of rural. The agricultural 
intervales and valleya in the midst of the sterile hills 
of New England had been overcome in their historic 
economic life and prosperity by the competition and 
attractions of the cheap and fertile lands of the West, 
— new and vaster intravales for the moving popula- 
tion — and by the pull of the rising cities, such as 
Boston and New York, upon the more enterprising and 
ambitious of the farmers' boys. The canals and then 
the railroads made the competition keener and the 
way to the West easier. By 1825 the Erie Canal 
opened the road.' Early in ^e thirties the cities on 
the western shore of Lake Michigan were reached by 
steamers; in 1842 railroad connection was established 
with Buffalo, and soon after with Dunkirk and with 
Ogdensbui^; by the early fifties Chicago had railroad 
connection with the eaatem cities; by the middle 
fifties the open prairies were crossed by rails to the 
Mississippi River. 

We may now lapid^ survey some of the results. 
First, what of the effect upon New England morakt 
In a volume published by the Boston Chamber of 
Commerce in 1911 edited by Mr. Geoi^ French and 

itofttMWNt.-'iaBiAlo 
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are performing a national historical task, and pre- 
serrii^ material that is acquired by no other library. 
Every cent of income goes into the purchase of 
works relating to the history of America, to the 
publication of history and to making our collections 
of service. A legacy or a gift to this Society means the 
establishment of a fund of lasting and durable value 
for the study of the nation's history. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLARENCE S. BRIGHAM 

Librarian 
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GREATER NEW ENGLAND IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

BT FREDEBICK t. TUBNBB 



GreatFer New England may be defined as the region 
in which people of New England birth and ancesby 
lived in such numbers as to make them the most 
conBiderable single stock therein. 

The purpose of this paper ia to outline the results 
of some of my own researches and to correlate some 
special studies of others which cast light upon the 
significance of the historical movements which accom- 
panied the extension of the New England element in 
the first half of the nineteenth century especially into 
New York and parts of the North Central states. 

This involves consideration: (1) of the revolu- 
tionary changes which, in the parent section, accom- 
panied the spread of its people, and (2) of the social, 
economic, and pohtical aspects of the regions thus 
colonized in the West. Only the first part of the 
subject will be discussed in the present paper. 

It is hardly an exaggeration to say that in the 
generation between 1830 and 1860 New England's 
life was revolutionized, partly by the play of the 
forces which accompamed the age of steam produc- 
tion, the factory system, and the railroads, and partly 
by the outflow of her population to other regions, and 
the inflow of new peoples. These factors of migration 
are closely related, partly as catise and partly as 
effects of the new economic conditions. 
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Let UB first attempt an estimate of the volume of 
the New England emigrants. By the census of 1850 
it appears that there were in New York 206,630 
persons of New England birth. In the states of the 
North Central Division of that date (Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, and 
the Territory of Minnesota) there were 180,476 
natives of New England. But it is capable of demon- 
stration historically that central, western, and part of 
northern New York were settled by New Englanders 
chiefly between 1790 and 1820, and that from the 
counties most distinctively Yankee in their composi- 
tion came New York's contribution to the North 
Ceiftral States. To be conservative, however, let us 
assume that only one-half of the New York element 
in the North Central States was of New England 
origin. In that case, we add 195,741 New Englanders, 
concealed as "natives of New York," to the figures 
for the New England people in the North Central 
States, and thus arrive at a total of over half a 
million New Englanders in New York and the North 
Central States combined. Except as stated, this 
ignores all persons of New England ancestry bom in 
New York between 1790 and 1850. It also omits the 
considerable number of New England natives who had 
left the above states in the later forties and were 
reckoned in California, Oregon, and Utah. In 1850 
there were in all over 13,000 such Far Western New 
England natives. 

There were also over 30,000 natives of New Eng- 
land in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and about 
21,000 in the South Atlantic and South Central States 
combined, or a total of 64,000 New England natives 
outside of New England and of the New York and 
North Central areas. Pennsylvania particularly had 
been subject to New England colonization from before 
the Revolution, and had in turn sent many colonists 
of this stock into New York and the North Central 
States. It will add to the margin of safety, however, 
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to leave to one side the Far Western, Middle State, 
and Southern Yankee element. 

Thus far, with the exception noted in the case of 
New York, dealing with the New England people 
outside the parent division in 1850, we have found 
over a half million, counting one-half the New 
Yorkera in the North Central States as New Eng- 
landera by ancestry and omitting those in New York 
of New England ancestry. We may adopt a more 
indirect mode of arriving at a conclusion, and one 
more fairly indicative of the amoimt of persons of 
New England origin, rather than nativity. 

Between 1790 and 1820 the migration from Soathem 
New England, embracing Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut, and Rhode Island, has been estimated by Mr. 
Percy Bidwell at 800,000 souls.' Where did this 
migrated element go? No doubt very much of it 
settled in Northern New England. But historical 
evidence makes it certain that there was a large 
migration to New York and the older North Central 
States, particularly in the Connecticut Reserve, and 
southern Michigan and Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois. In 1851 Horace Bushnell reached the con- 
clufflon that nearly one-fourth of the New York 
constitutional convention of 1821 were natives ai 
Connecticut and that if those of Connecticut parentage 
weie added, probably a majority of the convention 
was of Connecticut stock.* His study of Congress 
about 1843 convinced him that over one-fifth were of 
Connecticut birth and descent. Two-fifths of New 
York's dele^tion were of that stock. Of the ninety- 
ax members of the Ohio l^islature of 1822, whose 
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nativity is known, twenty-five were of New Englazul 
birth. In the absence of census data prior to 1850 
these figures may serve as straws to indicate the 
earlier tendency.' In 1790 the population of Northern 
New England, (Maine, New Hampshire, and Ver- 
mont,) was 323,850. In 1820 it was 778,477, an 
increase of only 454,627. If it had followed the rate 
of increase of the nation as a whole on the above basis, 
it should have shown an increase of over 471,500, and 
should thus have amounted to 795,385 instead of 
778,477. 

Whether this failure to reach the lai^r figure was 
due to migration from Northern New England, or 
(what is practically absurd in view of the well known 
fecundity of a pioneer population,) an abnormally 
low birth rate in Northern New England as compared 
with the United States as a whole, it is clear on the 
original assumption that 800,000 New Englanders 
had migrated to areas outside of the section between 
1790 and 1820. For if the entire deficit of Southern 
New England, the 800,000 migrants, had gone to 
Northern New England, and if Northern New 
England had been unoccupied in 1790, they would 
have furnished somewhat more than the actual 
number found in Northern New England in 1820, 
leaving to be accounted for the natural increase of 
original Northern New England between 1790 and 
1820, which by itself should have brought the total 
for Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine to nearly 
800,000. 

If these figures are correct, therefore, and the 
800,000 lost New Englanders had doubled in the next 
thirty years, by 1850 there should have been 1,600,000 
New Englanders and their descendants living outside 
the parent section. As we have found an actual 
number of 387,000 natives of New England living in 
1S50 in New York and the North Central States 
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o'clock this morning it pleased Almighty God in his 
Providence to summon your worthy father out of this 
world. The lose I sincerely condole. Under the 
circumstances you will no doubt think it necessary 
you should be here in person as the direction of his 
interests devolves on you. All your friends join in 
condoling your and their bereavement. As nothing 
will be done but what is absolutely necessary, it will 
be best for you to be here as soon as possible. " So 
Brother John made post-haste from Portsmouth to 
Boston; and there was a grand funeral which cost 
£67.6.8, including £8.0.6 for Catherine's mourning, 
and about as much for that of three slaves, Caesar, 
Thomas and Phyllis; and the worthy father was laid 
beside his own in the Granary Burying Ground; and 
before the month was out Brother John was made 
administrator of his estate, which by and by proved 
insolvent. So all Catherine had seems to have been 
her eleventh of grandf ather'Quincy's land in Granville. 
The insolvent estate proved troublesome, and inci- 
dentally involved some interesting letters from that 
most excellent and popularly misunderstood magis- 
trate, Thomas Hutchinson, concerning conflicts of 
provincial law; for, Brother John, the administrator, 
tived not in Massachusetts where the estate belonged, 
but in the then quite distinct province of New Hamp- 
shire. Brother Edmimd, when his father died, was 
in London, commanding a ship bound for Boston; 
Brother Josiah was soon lost at sea, if indeed he had 
not been already; Brother Henry was soon to follow 
him. And there were disputes about advanced 
money. In May, 1763, Solomon Davis wrote the 
perplexed administrator: "As for the money you 
let Mr. Skinner and mother have, I have nothing to 
do with it, neither will I. We expect Brother Ned 
in about three weeks." By December this matter 
had come to law, and a detailed account of what the 
dead old gentleman had paid out for his step-daughter, 
Tabitha Skinner— which amounted to £625.13.6 "Old 
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Tenor" — was duly filed, and stays faintly intferesting 
as evidence of what a Boston girl, of good condition, 
wore at the be^nning of the reign of George the 
Third. Incidentally, however, this implies imperfect 
cordiality in the relations between Brother John and 
his step-mother together with the Skinner family, 
which by that time included his sister Dorothy. A 
letter from Richard Skinner, her husband, in April, 
1764, shows that they were in a bad way as concerns 
both money and health; in point of fact, his habits 
are said to have been intemperate. All of which did 
not prevent Brother John from buying next August, 
for £64.0.0, the one-eleventh of the Granville lands 
which had been assigned to his sister Davis; thus he 
became poss^sed of five-elevenths of that Quincy 
property. The Granville matter seeme confused, 
though. In Jtily, 1768, some two hundred acres 
there were sold at auction, as part of the estate of 
John Wendell deceased, to one Timothy Robinson, 
for £87.5.6; and less than a week later this Robinson 
conveyed them for the same sum to Brother John. 
In October, 1768, Brother John, already administrator 
of his father's estate, was appointed by Thomas 
Hutchinson, then Judge of Probate in Massachusetts, 
administrator of the estates of Brothers Abraham, 
Henry and Josiah. Clearly, this eldest surviving 
brother was getting things, so far as he could, into his 
own hands. This last matter, though, appears chiefly 
to concern not the Granville lands but some other 
property, in Milton, inherited from Judge Quincy, 
which Hutchinson himself wished to buy. 

Meanwhile, Brother Tom, the youngest of the three 
surviving brothers, by that time living at Marblehead, 
where the Skinners belonged, had been in Boston, and 
in some sort of money difficulties. It is all indistinct, 
but very plainly the family affairs were by no means 
prosperous. A letter from Uncle Edmund Quincy, 
however, — he was Mrs. Hancock's father, — ^implies that 
in 1769 fortune was smiling on Brother Edmund, who, 
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still a sea-faring man, had agreeable social qualities 
and a contract to supply masts to His Majesty's Navy, 
and on his Brother John, at Portsmouth. Between 
them they managed, before Edmund started on 
another voyage, to give Thomas Hutchinson some 
sort of title to the Milton lands. Edmimd's voyage 
was not long; before the end of the year he was in 
Boston again and had made an excursion to Ports- 
mouth. These two brothers, on the whole, were 
fairly well sustaining the family traditions; and so, to 
all appearances, was sister Davis, and the youngest 
sister, Sarah, who presently married a brother of the 
later distinguished Elbridge Gerry, and lived, like the 
luckless Skinners and the not too prosperous Brother 
Tom, at Marblehead. 

Catherine, meanwhile, the only one of the family 
not yet married, seems to have taken up her abode 
with the Davises, in Boston; and, as sister Davis was 
apt to be in a family way, and otherwise not vigorous, 
to have taken considerable charge of the Davis 
housekeeping and children. She did not relish de- 
pendence, however. Her first letter to Brother John 
is short, simple and to the point. " I am in some little 
way to support myself" she writes; but to do so she 
needs money, and accordingly offers him her eleventh 
of the Granville lands for £300.0.0. In view of what 
he had paid for his other holdings there, this price 
looks hardly modest. What came of this offer does 
not appear. Brother John, though, clearly had an 
eye on Granville; for, in 1771, he bought of one Cotton 
Mather Stevens, a Portsmouth tailor, the rights in 
Granville which Stevens had inherited from his 
mother whose grandfather was a Mather; these cost 
only £19.0.0 in provincial money. 

The next glimpse of Catherine, or rather of thin^ 
close to her, is to be found in some letters from uncle 
Edmund Quincy, in the next year, 1772. They touch 
on the negro Tom, whose mourning had duly appeared 
in the funeral accounts of the elder John Wendell, 
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some ten years before. Tom, now thirty or torty 
years old, had been bom in New York, as a slave, in 
the family of this John Wendell's grandmother, Mrs. 
Dekey, and had finally been sent to her grandson in 
Boston, partly as an inheritance, and partly that he 
should not be sold to strangers; he had been trained to 
the trade of a painter, and ia described as skilful. 
Brother John seems to have claimed him as adminis- 
trator, which was all right, and to have taken personal 
possession of him at Portsmouth, which may or may 
not have been. On May 11, 1772, Uncle Edmund 
wrote to Brother John thus: "The same day I 
received yours about your man Tom's desertion, he, 
after a fatiguing journey via Haverhill came to your 
brother Davis's house. This morning he has been 
with me and says and by all accounts he means 
honestly to return home if you have altered your mind 
touching his changing masters; on which errand he 
says he suddenly left you, thinking some person here 
might be likely to buy him, and here chose to be if he 
parted from you. I don't see any possibility of his 
leaving the town, as he knows nothing from me of 
being confined in gaol at Boston, and I think it's a 
pity to put him there, as if you sell him it will depre- 
ciate his value, and if you keep him it may sour him 
and thus render him less useful. He's a slave, a rank 
of the human species which begins to be more and 
more disagreeable to the people of this continent, 
particularly to the Northward, where Liberty, in its 
most genuine and proper idea, runs so high. Great 
Britain very wisely, many centuries past, banished 
slavery. Ainerica, which as Dr. Franklin says is 
already too blackened by it, can't easily rid itself of 
the evil. The most Southern provinces are averse. 
Those Christians who have them are called to do all 
they can to render their black servants comfortable 
but are further evangelically obtiged to contribute 
everything in their power by precept and instruction, 
and especially by example, that after a life of tolerable 
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service here, thdr present slavery, with theoisdvee, 
may pass into a life of perfect freedom. The future 
sirmlar circumstance of both master and servant 
should weigh with all, and will weigh with the Christ- 
ian master." Two weeks later he touched on the 
matter again: "I note what you say of Captain 
Miller not bringing your negro Tom at which you 
wonder, and I wonder as much that I have no answer 
to mine by post Monday last, giving [by which the 
good old gentleman probably meant asking] direc- 
tions for sending Tom home either by land or by water. 
I fear you omit inquiring after a letter. Your boy, 
notwithstanding what Miller told you, would have 
come in him, had I or anybody dse thought it proper 
to retxtm your property by water without the l^st 
intimation of your mind touching his so coming. 
Now that you have shown yourself uneasy that he did 
not go by water, I shall order him on board the first 
that goes. For, [I] assure you, your brother Davis 
never objected to my sending him that I know — if he 
had you would have heard it from me last week. I 
note what you say about the piece of TillaiiQr in whidi 
Tom is suspected of privity at least, and hope Mr. 
Clarkson may find his money by T.'s help. " 

In three days more things looked less dear: "I 
' sent for Tom," wrote Uncle Edmund, "to go on board 
Foumat or Yeaton, He prays that I would write about 
his really procuiiog a master here; he'd rather be in 
Boston: and so forth. I be^ to snspeet that the 
true reason is too deep a concern in the affairs of 
C{larkson]. Now what step is to be taken? If you 
would have him returned to you I shall upon your 
advice agree with the mast«- to take him just as he is 
departing, and shall send him on board, upon notice, 
by a constable or some propo' pastui." 

Kov all this cune ppeuy close to Catherine. She 
had b««n a girl of fifteen or so when Tom arrived from 
Xev Yi>rk. a$ « houf« slave, bom in the family, to 
tiA-e at h«f faihor's. She vms heisdf Kving with the 



ovGoo'^lc 



1919.] A GenHewoman ofBoaton. 251 

Davises when runaway Tom took refuge there. It is 
juBt conceivable that she saw in Tom's training as a 
painter some prospect of help towards her "little way 
to support" herself. And. Uncle Edmund's next 
extant letter, written on June 15, shows that Brother 
John suspected her to have something to do with the 
wood pile in which his troublesome negro was skulking. 
"I must say" he wrote, "in justice to Captain Davis, 
your sister Davis and sister Katy that they never 
surmised any pretentions or desire to keep him with 
them, for which reason I'm sorry a thing of that sort 
was ever carried to you, as I find by divers of your 
letters mutual uneasiness has ensued from it. I 
would have a final embargo laid upon everything of 
that kind, that so peace of family may pe preserved. 
You know in former years such peace was the very 
singular character of the Wendell family. May God 
continue it and increase it, upon this maxim if no 
other — that life is so very short and our enjoyments 
of each other so precarious that there is scarce a 
thing or subject to be mentioned which is worthy of a 
wise man or woman, and a pbilosopher, to d^turb 
himself or herself with . . . Your man Tom is now 
in my office getting ready cheerfully to go on board 
with Dr. Little. Sitb modo sua, he begs hard at the 
distance of seventy miles that you would not be 
angry with him, promising absolute subjection to the 
will of a naturally kind master, and that he will do 
everything to please him and his mistress also on all 
accounts. I have told him that I would hand his 
request to you but could promise nothing. I should 
be well pleased in being able to say as much in his 
favor as St. Paul wrote to his Brother Philemon 
concerning Onesimus, his servant. However, I know 
you'll weigh the hints already suggested, and take 
such steps as your prudence may upon the whole 
dictate. " 

So Tom went back to Portsmouth, where Brother 
John seems not to have sold him after all. And what 
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Uncle Edmund described as the "peace of family" 
which had been the "very singular character" of th« 
Wendells, was apparently renewed. For in August 
Brother Ned, on a visit to Portsmouth, brought with 
him a friendly note from Catherine to "Sister 
Wendell," stating that £2.19.8 was the "balance of 
the caps sent you." Catherine's taste was evidently 
trustworthy, and Sister Wendell duly paid the little 
balance. Haplessly enough, though, this was among 
the good lady's last acts. In nineteen years she had 
borne eleven children, of whom seven survived. Foor 
of them, as well as the mother, were ailing in Septem- 
ber; and the poor lady with her eldest da\^ter, then 
eighteen years old, were not well enough to accept in 
October an invitation from Elbridge Gerry at Mafble- 
head, who was of opinion that "in adt^tion to the 
advantage of a ride by land, the salt air here would 
serve as a voyage to sea." And on the 17th of 
November, she rested in the Lord, leaving Broths 
John widowed at forty-one, with seven children und^ 
eighteen. He made haste to dispatch a "very just 
and good" character of her to Uncle Edmund, wbo 
duly arranged that it should appear, on one of the 
last Thursdays in the month, in Mr. Green's news- 
paper, where very possibly the curious may still find 
it; and letters of condolence came flowing in. 

Uncle Edmund was perhaps prematurdy solicitous 
about the orphaned children. Th^ "loss, " he wrote, 
"can't easily be repaired. Touts poeslbty may, but 
I heartily advise you to be very cautious in the 
reparation. But as speedily as may be procure the 
most prudent, wise and good woman to instruct, guide 
and goveni them under your ausfHces. This I only 
hint. I hope you are already [vovided, or may be 
soon with such an one." 

Two or thrve weeks Ut«-, he reruired to this matter, 
with excursions into Latin and dnlnous French: "I 
hope this may find vou and your bweaved children 
w<ell. and wish if possible they may have thor loss in 
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due time compensated. In repairing the eame, as I 
may have hinted in my former, Festina lente. Re- 
gardez les qualitez de la person plus que [la] famiUe 
(toujoui^ de la reputation) mais ce n'est pas neces- 
saire d'etre riche. Remember Horace's banter in his 
first Epistle to Maecenas/' and so on. Evidently, 
Brother John's connubial propensities weighed on Ms 
uncle's mind. 

Catherine's condolence, though fonnally old fash- 
ioned now, looks more impulsive: "It is the confessed 
principle of us all," she wrote, "to believe whatever 
is is right. Give me leave to send you the following, 
as they flow from a sympathetic heart: but at the 
same time [I] must beg, as they are very imperfect, 
you will view them with a partial eye: 

Great God, whose just commands but thine 
Could tempt or force me to obey? 
Shall I Thy Sovereign mil repine, 

Thou who tak'st my all away? 
Nol Let my woimded passion plead 
For ease, when stru^ling sorrows throng. 
My throbbing heart no more shall bleed. 
Nor accents munnur from my tongue. 
Thou art thy Maker's claim — not mine. 
When He the awful summons sends 

1 must thy tender soul resign; 

To some He gives, to others lends. 
Then may we meet — in one unite — 
Like kindred souls before the throne. 
Auspicious Heaven, resplendent, bright. 
Receive our souls; join them in one." 

Now, imless I am all wrong, one of these sixteen 
lines is either a judiciously appropriated or else an 
admirably simple expression of genuine Christian 
resignation on the part of this Boston spinster. 
"To some He gives, to others lends" is good enough 
for Wordsworth or for Whittier. And to be one- 
sixteenth of a poet, in the twelfth year of King George 
the Third's dominion over his Yankee provinces, is to 
be something else than commonplace. 
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Three months later, in February 1773, she wrote & 
long letter to Brother John, who seems seldom to have 
written her; "I believe the cold has dropped into 
your ink-horn and deprived yon of the use of it. I 
should be glad to know what is the reason that Sally 
[Brother John's eldest child] can't or rather won't 
write me. It would give me much pleasure ..." 
The Skinners, she goes on to tell him, are in a bad way. 
Measles have broken up a school which sister Skinner 
had opened. Brother Davis is kind; Catherine her- 
self does all she can; but the Skinners are reduced to 
dining on potatoes. "I sincerely believe her a good 
Christian" she writes; but, as to Richard Skinner, 
"I can't but be much incensed against him. He 
certainly must be void of all sensibility, or would 
exert himself and go to sea, as he has failed in other 
attempts. I have said so much already that I have 
' made him my enemy." Brother John, she thinks, 
would do well to write sister Skinner afifectionately — 
"I shoiild be glad to know," she adds, "if [your chil- 
dren] have had the measles. 'Siah [probably a Davis 
child] is just got'well of them, and I think the chance 
now in his favor of his getting rid of his other com- 
plaint" — whatever that may have been. 

At this time Brother Ned was again in England. 
As to Brother John, Catherine evidently had little 
news from him, for in September she wrote him thus: 
"It JB well for us on both sides, my dear brother, tiiat 
there are public prints, for that is the only resource I 
have. On Satiirday nights, when we have the paper, 
I just look under [the] Portsmouth head, [and] finding 
no mention I conclude you are alive. As to Mr. 
Wentworth, I've scarcely seen him since he has been 
here. My brother and sister" (Davis) "beii^? out of 
town, I suppose he would not favor me with so much 
of his company. You see what little attraction is 
left in your raster. Poor Mr. Inman has lost a fine 
daughter with a throat distemper. The Londoners 
ate in; I've heard nothing material, [probably 
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concerning Brother Ned still abroad.] My love to 
the children. I'm very sorry Sally thinks her aunt of 
80 little consequence as not to write her. " 

The next remaining letter from her is sadly torn; 
but seems to have been written late in the summer of 
1774. By that time Brother Ned, whose affairs in 
England were upset by the rising political troubles, 
had betaken himself to Antigua and there married a 
widow who in October primly answered a formal letter 
of congratulation, at just about the time when her 
husband sent home a small consignment of sugar and 
mm. Catherine begins by complaints of impoliteness 
on the part of one F. who commanded a ship bound to 
Portsmouth from Boston: "Would you believe it, 
he would neither take this to you nor let his negro, 
who spends [the] chief of his evenings in our kitchen. 
Upon my word, I grow exceedingly out of humor with 
American manners. He told Mr. D[avis] he wa'n't a 
going to spend bla time with letters — there was a post 
and I might give it to him. But such a dog is un- 
worthy [to be] the subject of a female pen; so I shall 
leave him; and continue to reply to yours." The 
reply implies two facts not otherwise recorded — that 
Brother John was extensively surveying womankind 
with a view to a second marriage, and that he was 
already attracted by a rather young cousin of his 
departed wife, named Dorothy Sherburne, who finally 
married him some four years later, and survived him 
nearly thirty years, dying in 1837. — "Firstly" she 
goes on, "you tax me with my silence on the worthy 
Miss H., my deserting you, and I don't know what all. 
But before I excuse myself on that head you are to 
answer my question: Who deserted first, you that 
choose a Doll for your amusement, or I that would 
not subject my brother, though a wanton widower, to 
the discernment of a lady who could see through his 
caprice, had I wrote her all I know? No, no, my dear; 
she's not to be sneezed at, I assure you. When sons 
believe Uieir father is going to take a Doll, I begin to 
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think Uie truth of h too; and aln that it^s m^m skl 
of that dotage my brother talks of b uilaxb- Xi 
matter; once a man and twiee a cliid. I flksX ak 
the matter over with yon, periiaps, etc tin juhAb 
you. Secondly, as to the W pdowi I aa'i ao^ xk- 
latdy, but IhopeshehasnuxewittlkaBlia'^ — 
ay, and sense too, — or I should depose ha* in^ sf 
lore, which is really sincere. Thirdly, aa «d ] 
money. It's the devil's coin and thc7 ti 
it his conunissioners. I suppose you have hevd ^^ir 
of the commissionerB have latdy been mmtit J i> 
counterfeiting a Urge sum — pret^ derib! Fosnl^. 
you ask me a natural thou^ tender qnestitKi: Qave I 
heard from Antigua? I can only answ^ m tfce 
negative. I transiently heard he [doubtteaa BratlMr 
Ned, whatever he had been doing] was wdL God 
continue it till I am no more, prays his stall affectioBate 
sister. Had I expected the worst of him, I thought 
there might be forgiveness expected. I wish rnudk to 
know your opinion of natural affection — whether h is 
not put out of existence [in] these times. That it 
once subsisted I firmly believe, but such proofs against 
it as I have lately seen make me doubt its mm- 
existence. Fifthly, you expected a long letter. 

Bixthly, I think you want to be disappointed, thou^ 
I am Borry to put you to the double expense of pemang 
and paying for it. But I don't know another oppcw 
tunity; and it will take only one act to pay it. I think 
on the whole you come pretty well off, [with] such a 
long letter from one who loves you in spite of your 
lies. Truth is worn out; all things become new. — 
Do bring with you Sister D[avi8]'s age, also Aunt 
Dennie's'' Sister Davis in point of fact, was then 
forty-five years old, and seemingly not young for her, 
age; Aunt Dennie, born Sarah Wendell, was fifty- 
three, and perhaps well preserved; and Catherine 
hemelf was thirty-two. 

The next year, 1775, as everybody knows, was 
troublous in American history, and eudeid with Boston, 
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still held by the British troops, besieged by Washing- 
ton. The only remaining letter from Catherine, 
however, though written only three weeks before the 
Battle of Lexington, no wise implies these disorders. 
She addresses her brother as Amintor, signs herself 
Aminta, touches lightly on family matters, and is 
throughout in a bantering mood. Some aspirant for 
. her hand seems to have turned up at Portsmouth. 
"If he's under forty" she writes, "a tolerable good 
fortune, an easy genteel address, just sense enough to 
discern I've none, good-tempered enough to let me have 
my own way, — tell him I'm the ^I for him, and that 
I'm dying with impatience to see him." With her 
niece Sally, Brother John's eldest child, by this time 
well on to twenty-one, things looked less bright; a 
fickle yoimg suitor of the girl is now reported about to 
marry somebody in Boston. Mrs. Bull, or some such 
name, who has lately had an accident, sends her love 
to 8^y, and has given Catherine "a locket of hers 
and two nieces' hair" set in garnets. And Catherine 
is grateful to Sally for a present of embroidery. 
"The widow" she goes on, "I've seen but once since 
I wrote you. I can say no more of her than what I 
ever have: she's a worthy woman. I observe you 
mention your mills attract you another way. I 
would only say to that — when you want to add to 
your grist, saw, and bottling mills I think it probable 
you may find the wind and water mills this way at 
your service. " One infers that Brother John's matri- 
monial surveys of womankind were thought not to be 
imprudently negligent of ways and means; tJiough 
who beside Dolly Sherburne came within his range of 
observation nobody has remembered these hundred 
years. As for CaUierine, despite the fact that em- 
battled farmers were so soon to fire the shot heard 
round the world, she seems troubled only by her 
immediate concerns. She wants to write to Antigua, 
but seemingly can find no ship bound there. She 
owes £200.0.0, and would like to sell her land — 
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evidently a hint that her Granville property may be 
had cheaper than in 1769, when she offered what she 
held there for three hundred. And she is rather afraid 
that she may catch the snoallpox, then prevalent in 
Boston. 

The only trace of her in 1776 is on the 25th of May. 
By that time Boston hod been two months in American 
hands; in two months more the Declaration of 
Independence had been signed. To escape the siege 
or the smallpox or both she had betaken herself to 
Barnstable — perhaps the longest journey from home 
she ever made — and there for tJie sum of £69.0.0 
lawful money, she finally conveyed her Granville 
land to Brother John, who had meanwhile had other 
dealings in that region with Timothy Robinson, an 
illiterate person, but apparently shrewd. Her letter 
written on the same day, touches, in bantering terms, 
but serious mood, on Brother John's matrimonial 
projects. One gathers that he had almost if not quite 
propsed to the widow, and taken advantage of 
coyness on her part to withdraw; that the widow 
expected his advances to be renewed; and that 
Catherine rather thinks him in honor bound to renew 
them. "You don't think," she proceeds, "how I long 
to see you and the children. The shock of [the] 
distance I'm at from all my brothers and sisters often 
throws me into a state of despair. Sister Davis's late 
indisposition has been a shocking stroke to me, and 
the losing of some of my very valuable friends being 
an addition I have no pleasing time of it, I assure you. 
But, thank Heaven, her complaints have a little 
abated, and I trust I may find some new friends." 
And this is the last glimpse of Catherine Wendell under 
the Crown, getting on toward thirty-five. 

By May, 1777, Brother John, who was meanwhile 
trying to sell some of his Granville holdings, and 
wanted to drive a hardish bargain with one Pratt 
there, seems to have been pretty nearly engaged to 
be married to Dorothy Sherburne, then about twenty- 
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five; she mArried him a year later. Catherine was 
f^ain in Boston. She touches lightly on his matri- 
monial decision, is glad to be at home once more, and 
has had her things sent back from Barnstable. And 
that is about all. It was probably in this year, 
however, or perhaps toward the end of 1776, that 
sister Davis died, after some twenty-five years of 
happy marriage, leaving a son Edward a daughter 
Betsy, and other children. Under these circum- 
stances, Solomon Davis clearly needed a new wife 
almost as much as brother John did. The British law 
against marriage with a deceased wife's sbter had 
never prevailed in New England, where such mar- 
riages have always been usual and completely sanc- 
tioned by public opinion. Catherine had long lived 
in the Davis household, and seems to have been 
cordially liked there; she was already on the verge of 
middle-age — and in fact never bore children. So the 
next time we hear of her she had been married, in 
November, 1777, to Brother Davis, and everybody 
but Brother Ned, at Antigua, seems to have been 
happy. 

Towards the end of February, 1778, she wrote 
Brother John her first extant letter signed by her 
married name. Part of it runs thus; "You expect a 
reply to what you ask — I mean what do I think of 
independence? I answer in a word: I firmly believe 
it will be the perdition of every one of us, even those 
whose very existence depends on keeping up the 
dispute. Instead of future generations rising up to 
bless them, I believe they will be cursed by the last 
who breathe on earth. — Now you have it. We are 
all already undone, threatened on every side with 
want, particularly that of bread, which is felt by all 
the poor and is breaking [out] in the families of the 
rich, if any such there is among us. America's down- 
fall is rapid in its progress, and what was her boast 
now is her shame. She is divested of all her shining 
beauties: viz. — religion, public virtue, humanity. 



ovGoO'^lc 



260 American Antiquarian Society. [Oct., 

compassion, brotherly love and charity. The widow, 
the orphan and the poor feel it; for them my heart 
aches. Boston was once remarkable and united by 
her hospitality, even [to] the inhabitants of distant 
climes; but now [is] such a prostitute to oppresdon, 
extortion, envy, malice, tyranny, hatred, and in 
short every sort of bitterness that it's now the object 
of contempt and ridicule. The source of all this I 
leave you to determine for yourself. I shall keep my 
own sentiments on the same. You see the danger of 
giving me a latitude in what you have endeavored to 
surmise. I could not speak my mind a great while 
before, nor would I [now] to any but you. Though, 
to be very serious, there is too much truth in what 
I've said, and it's a real truth. Several times we. have 
been obliged to contend for a joint of meat. " 

In the spring of 1778, Solomon Davis thought well 
to be inoculated for smallpox, and Catherine suggested 
that Brother John should come to Boston to share 
his discomforts and immunities. So tius, even with- 
out the reference to the French alliance, would 
pretty clearly be the year of a letter dated only May 
10th: "I saw Mr. and Mrs. Quincy were come to 
town to recdve some money; but that article being 
scarce here they could not get it, so I waa obliged to 
put up with a promise of having it soon. I wish you 
had had the smallpox. Mr. Davis longs to see you, 
as does myself. It was very tmfortunate I could not 
have got that letter [from] you. It would have 
gratified me exceedin^y to have you under our looS 
and my care ... I want to know what you think 
of our new alliance. That empire you saw rimng in 
America comes with all the new fashions out of 
France. The fear of an establishment of the Popish 
religion among us was very alarming in the com- 
mencement of our disputes; but, thank Heaven, there 
can be no danger now. The taxes of Great Britian 
were insupportable, but owing to the vise interposi- 
tion of our own l^pslatora we are now taxed only once 
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in three mouths. You'll think I've got over my 
anxiety [about Mr. Davis's iooculation] since I 
begin to touch again on politics, but this [is] only an 
interval, I assure you. — But company just come in 
obliges me to throw adde my pen. " 

A fortnight later Brother John's nephew, Edward 
Davis, about to sail for the West Indies, wrote him as 
follows concerning Brother Ned's state of mind: 
"I sent you a letter which I received from my Uncle 
Edmund since I returned. [I] am afraid to show it to 
my parents, as he is very angry with those who con- 
sented to their marriage, but gives me a strict charge 
of showing it upon pain of never seeing him again . . . 
I shoiUd rather choose you would write about it before 
I show mine, as it is very severe — ^indeed so much so 
[that] I am afraid it will be attended with bad conse- 
quences. It's very unfortunate coming just at this 
time, when my father [is] under inoculation; and his 
family is unhappy for fear of its being unfavorable, 
but — thank God — he is in a fair way of recovery . . . 
In my letter he bids her adieu forever, and never looks 
upon her as a raster again. [I] must entreat your 
writing as soon as may be, as I wish for your advice in 
this disagreeable a£fair. " It looks as if Brother Ned, 
whose personal morals were not austere, found him- 
self — temporarily prosperous at Antigua — in unex- 
pectedly stem accord with the marital principles of 
the Church of England, always the dominant religious 
body in the British West Indies. 

What came of all this does not appear. The 
relation between Brother John and the Davises 
stayed very cordial. About the time of his annoimced 
engagement to Dorothy Sherburne his daughter 
Betsy, then eighteen years old, went to visit them in 
Boston; her aunt found her to need both clothes and 
education. Apparently the visit lasted until after 
Brother John's wedding, in August; for in a rather 
bantering letter shortly before that ceremony Aunt 
Catherine writes: "Betsy says her Aunt Davis is 
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CT068. She does me justice." Poor Betsy, by the 
way, appears never to have enjoyed such clothes or 
such education as might have been wished. She 
ultimately married a Mr. Berry, of Rye, in New 
Hampshire, and there slowly fades from record. 

She was still, or again, in Boston, though, as late as 
July, 1779, about a year after her father's marriage, 
when Solomon Davis writes that she is "heartily 
welcome while at my house." Meanwhile there are 
traces of many business relations between the brothers- 
in-law. These indicate both more commercial activity 
than might have been expected during the Revolu- 
tionary war and the persistence of correspondence 
wiUi old commercial friends in England through 
France and Holland. At one time Brother John 
meant to despatch his son Daniel to Nantes, where 
the youth might serve as a means of communication 
with England; but whether the boy, who is reported 
as of engaging address, ever went abroad does not 
appear. He died, anyhow, eariy in 1780, not yet 
quite twenty years old. In the previous August, 
Solomon Davis had written brother John that a 
prite had just brought in some Jamaica sugar, which 
would thereupon cheapen; and that, as for himself, 
he would take no commission on any supplies bought 
for Brother John's family. Of Catherine heis^ 
there is no direct trace in 1779. 

Her only renkaining letter oi 1780, written in March, 
concerns her nephew Daniel's death. "He had won 
my affections greatly," she writes. "The whole 
family were pleased with him on his late visit to us. 
I held him up as a pattern to ouis — oi sweetness and 
affab i lity.'* She thereupon falls into vetse, which 
vontaius no line such as redeeioDed her effufdon con- 
cerning his motho-'s death «^t yeais brfoie. " May 
his Tirtues," she goes on, "still tire in the aonl of my 
young cousins." Xed Davis, awmy on a voyage, has 
been reported ill. As for Brother Ned, in Antigua, 
the clouds seem to have deared, for she has jost 
t«f«iT«d intelli|:«M« from Urn, "irilw is vttty wdl and 
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lives very grand. . . . Pray present my love to 
sister Wendell, to whom I am at a loss to dictate a 
letter since my omission on a proper subject. " (Sister 
Wendell had been brought to bed of the first of her 
eight children some two or three weeks before Daniel 
died) "I wish her happy in all her vicissitudes, and 
am sorry her joys are so soon turned into mourning. 
My love to Sally, Johnny, Betsy and the younger 
ones. May they live and be happy." Before t^ 
was despatched she had more news from Portsmouth, 
where Sister Wendell was ill; so she adds a postscript, 
four days later: "May we soon hear of her spe»ly 
recovery. [WeJ have not yet heard from Neddy 
[Davis]. I dread to hear. He is our greatest concern 
at present. May the frown of Heaven withdraw from 
you and yours with the returning spring." 

There are two -more glimpses of her, and her sur- 
roundings, though, in this same year 1780. The first 
is in a letter from Uncle Edmund Quincy, written 
toward the end of July; the good old gentleman had 
then reached the age of seventy-seven. Brother John 
liad seemingly been on a visit to Boston. "I hope," 
writes Uncle Edmund from Cambridge, "this will 
meet your safe return home, and that you found your 
spouse in good health, with your children. The 
elder of whom, my agreeable grand-niece Sally, I had 
the pleasure of conducting hither Saturday last. [Ij 
take this opportunity of felicitating you upon the kind 
and valuable gift bratowed on you and yours in such 
a daughter and sister; and it is my devout wish that 
the blessing may be continued, whether in a single or 
more connected state. You're sensible this is not a 
compliment: such things are out of my line. Your 
daughter tells me she goes tomorrow or next day to 
Marblehead with her aunt, and thence for Portsmouth. 
I wish her a safe and good journey, having chained 
her with my best respects to you and her Mamma, as 
she is styled." This Sally, I may add, then twenty- 
six years old, stayed unmarried four years more. 
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She then married Edward Sargent, a Portsmouth 
ehipmaster; and some time later Elbridge Gerry wrote 
pleasantly of them both, who had visited him at 
Elmwood. But they seem by and by to hare come 
to financial grief; and if they had children no trace 
of the family remains. 

So Catherine must have seen Brother John and his 
agreeable daughter in July. Early in the autumn 
comes a real glimpse of her. Dorothy Sherburne, 
Brother John's second wife, had a brother Jonathan, 
six years her junior. Both their father and their 
grandfather had been members of His Majesty's 
Council, in New Hampshire. He took his degree at 
Dartmouth College, studied medicine, served as a 
Naval surgeon during the Revolution, and at his best 
had unusual literary faculty. His later life, however, 
was regrettable. He was financially irresponsible, he 
was increasingly given to drink, he made an imprudent 
marriage at the age of thirty or so, and when he died 
at eighty-nine, he had for years been literally a pauper. 
At twenty-six, however, in September, 1780, he was 
probably both presentable and entertaining; and he 
wrote from Boston as follows; "I have only time to 
inform you that after an agreeable journey I am safely 
housed in Boston. My rec^tion by Mr. Davis and 
family was truly agreeable, and I assure you I am 
extremely happy under so hospitable a roof, where I 
experience every civility necessary to my happiness 
during my stay here. Mrs. Davis I was most agree- 
ably disappointed in, having formed no particular 
idea of her before my arrival. I find her the most 
agreeable lady I ever knew, for her open and sincere 
disposition, her mind adorned with the most refined 
sentiments, and a heart replete with the noblest 
impressions of friendship, benevolence, sympathy and 
compassion. Perhaps you may admire my partiality, 
and the giving [of] my opinion so soon. I never knew 
my discernment to fail me, and my opinion once 
formed [is] ever after the same. — Ever since I have 



ovGoo'^lc 



1919.] A GenUeiDoman of Boston. 265 

been here I have been ezeroised with a very severe 
cold, and am this moment exceedingly indisposed, 
which may continually keep me under particular 
obligations to Mrs. Davis's and [her] family's benev- 
olence. Mrs. Davis's love b not that of an indifferent 
friend but of an indulgent parent. — I spend my time 
very agreeably. Miss Betsy has a troublesome 
thumb, otherwise is well." 

In 1781, there is no direct trace of Catherine beyond 
the beginning of an account with Brother John, which 
ran on for eight years, endii^ with a balance of 
£65.0.0 in his favor, for which he magnificently 
claimed no interest. One or two letters, however, 
touch on her surroundiogs. Among her near kinsfolk 
the most eminent were than the John Hancocks, with 
whom she was evidently on intimate terms. And on 
the 23rd of October, her husband wrote Brother 
John, in Portsmouth, as follows: "Governor Han- 
cock mentioned to me that he had met with some 
difficulty about taxes of his lands in your government. 
He wished to get some gentleman to have the care of 
them. I mentioned that you had the care of- Mr. 
Inman's lands, and that I knew no man more capable 
than yourself. I suppose he will write you by this 
opportunity. I wish you to do all in your power to 
serve him. " Sure enough, Hancock duly wrote at the 
same time; and a considerable corrrapondence seems 
to have ensued. The relics of it among Brother 
John's papers, however, were long ago reduced to a 
rather lai^e folder marked "Governor Hancock's 
Letters, " and two stray letters, both of which excuse 
brevity on the ground of indisposition — apparently 
gout. 

This episode suggests one or two comments. For 
years by that time. Brother John had been much 
concerned with the settlement of lands in New 
Hampshire and Vermont just as he had been with his 
own land^ at Granville in Massachusetts, concerning 
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which he had recurrent dealings with shrewd Timothy 
Robinson, now and then a member of the Gener^J 
Court. Brother John sometimes acted for himself in 
these matters, but oftener as agent for other non- 
resident proprietors. The settlers in such remote 
regions presently organized town governments, taxed 
all lands within their town limits, and whenever they 
could manage to do so sold to themselves for the 
taxes lands belongings to non-residents. Whence 
arose manifold complications of title. This general 
state of affairs mixed up the claims of Hancock among 
others. But, to proceed, Hancock himself though 
politically and- socially eminent, was thought slippery 
when it came to business. Among other details, he 
was made Treasurer of Harvard College in 1773 and 
held the office for four years. When his successor, 
Ebenezer Storer, tried to get the College account 
books from Hancock, he is said to have been met only 
with polite statements that such details could not 
properly be called for from a gentleman; and, in point 
of fact, the books were not found until they turned 
up in Hancock's private stable, after his death, in 
1793. Such, at least, is the current story, sometimes 
supplemented by the never proved statement that at 
least on this occasion the eminent Boston patriot was 
little better than a defaulter. So the chances are that 
Brother John's dealings with him concerning New 
Hampshire lands repeatedly sold for taxes were not 
cloudlessly happy. 

Hancock's letter of May 22nd, 17S2, is here to the 
point. "I have only strength," it runs, "to acknowl- 
edge receipt of your several letters, and to thank you 
for your very great readiness to serve me; and in 
return command any services in my power. By 
flattering myself that I had far more recovered my 
health than I found by experience was the case, I 
exerted myself to too great a degree, and have taken 
such cold as to give me such a nervous pain in my head 
as has confined me to my chamber unfit for business 
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for Beveral days past. But it seems now abating, and 
I am in hopes, if this prove an agreeable night of rest, 
I shall be current tomorrow; in which case I will 
perfect a power of attorney and reply to the particulars 
in your several letters, and immediately transmit them 
to you. In the meantime please to act for me as for 
yourself. You will soon hear from me. My best 
compliments, with Mrs. Hancock's, to you and family 
conclude me, Dear Sir, your obliged humble servant. " 

It is fair to add that later in the same year Hancock 
paid fifteen pounds to Sister Davis, in recognition of 
Brother John's order on their account. In November 
she wrote concerning this matter; "You do the 
Governor injustice, my dear Brother. He has not 
been able to hold a pen since I've been from Ports- 
mouth. He desired me to inform you he approved 
your conduct, and whatever you were in advance he 
is wiUing to refund. He could write you no more if 
he had his hands. He had paid me the £15.0.0. 
which I've credited on the back of the note. — Do ask 
Betsy how the cap goes on. I have bragged much of 
her performance [and] wish to exhibit it . . . I 
wished to have shown the Colonel [whoever be may 
have been] every civility, but his frequent engage- 
ments have denied me the pleasure. I am sorry 
Boston so ill agrees with his health. " 

So the Patriot Governor fades out of the letters. 
At last peace was in sight, which turned Brother 
John's attention to his father's insolvent estate, still 
unsettled after one and twenty years, the intervening 
Revolution, and the Lord knows what fluctuation in 
the value of money and lands. The personal effects 
of the convivial parent seem to have been divided long 
ago, and duly chatted to one or another of his numer- 
ous family. These accounts appear to have somewhat 
annoyed Catherine, who thus wrote of them in May, 
1783: "In the firist place, the silver porringer my 
sister had was my sister's by right. We all had one, 
with our names on them. She left hers till father's 
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death, as she had some of Mr. Davis's to use. I 
cannot think, my dear, in any justice he ought to pay 
for his own. The salts I admit were not, and therefore 
due; but Mr. Davis will dispose of them, I believe, and 
pay for them without you choose to take them. And 
as to my mother's picture and Grandfather Quincy's, 
I never knew they were to be paid for, nor could I ever 
[have] thought such a thing could be approved; but 
if it is to be paid for they must be sold to pay the 
money. I bdieve, my dear brother, it is the first 
instance [when] family pictures were ever sold. — " 
Incidentally, her mother's picture — the mate of the 
picture of Judge Quincy's other daughter Mrs. 
Edward Jackson, celebrated by Dr. Holmes as 
"Dorothy Q." — ultimately went to descendants of 
Brother Tom or sister Skinner; but what became of 
this particular replica of Smybert's portrait of Judge 
Quincy has been foi^otten. In justice to Brother 
John, it is fair to add that, some twenty years before, 
certain portraits of his Wendell grandparents and of 
his Flynt ancestors — all trace of which has long been 
lost — had been duly appraised in the inventory of his 
father's estate. The details about the estate on which 
Catherine has touched, she adds, trouble Mr. Davis, 
who grows old. "His spirits are so much broke with 
his own and his children's misfortunes [that] I forbear 
giving him the least inquietude, lest nature should 
pay the price for it." So, without the old man's 
knowledge, she has privately borrowed money. "It 
behooves me to use all my weak endeavors to preserve 
that life which seems devoted to me and my happiness. 
I may with truth say [that] few women are blest with 
such a husband ... I have heard from Brother 
Ned; he is like to recover by the use of the baths at 
Bristol." Some stray letters from England, at about 
this time, show that Brother Ned, whose grand living 
at Antigua bad rraulted in crippling gout, had betaken 
himself to the mother country and resorted for treat- 
ment, and probably for social distractions, to Bath, 
still a fashionable watering-place. 
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In October, things with Mr. Davis were no better. 
"He is so harried," ahe writes, "and his spirits so 
depressed, that I daily obserre it affects his memory, 
^ough I choose not to let him know I notice it. I beg 
you would take no notice of it in any letters to him or 
me, as it may give him pain. My sole study is to 
make his few remains of life as happy and comfortable 
as I can, though that is but little. The weight of 
troubles overbalances all my efforts. ... As to the 
porringer, you are certainly mistaken about [it] as 
we have but three in the house — one marked 'E. W. 
from Father', [the first Mrs. Davis was named 
Elizabeth Wendell,] one Mr. Davis's mother gave 
Solomon, and one we had from England with some 
other plate. If Sister Davis had taken any other 
than her own, it must have been here, for we have 
never parted with any plate — excepting a can — since 
she died, and I am certain none before." She goes 
on to resent the charges against her and her sister 
Sally, now Mrs. Gerry, for mourning at their father's 
funeral, in 1762, when they were minors. She is 
worried about money matters, and thinks of attempt- 
ing business herself, to help Mr. Davis. 

A fortnight later, she inquires about Granville 
lands, said to have been sold by Brother John without 
due authority from Brother Ned, whose affairs are in 
charge of harried old Solomon Davis. "I hear," she 
adds, "you have been to Salem. Sister Skinner, 
[Sister] Gerry and myself think it unkind you called 
to see none of us when so near. " 

In 1784, the only trace of her is a letter written 
early in March. "Are you so absorbed in farming," 
she begins, "as to forget your connecUons, or are you 
writing the history of our rising empire; or [are] all 
your faculties frozen up with the inclemency of the 
season?" After all, she adds, it is the same with all 
her brothers and daters; she is "the only one left in 
our native spot." Cousin Sewall has written his 
faUier that Brother Ned "has met with great success 
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in a restorative medicine for the gout, " and is about 
to embark again for Antigua. Aa for Brother Ned, 
himself, though he writes Mr. Davis on business, he 
won't answer her letters. "Sister Skinner," she goes 
on, "is in trouble by Tom Gerry's persecution and 
provocation." (Tom Gerry, a broUier of Elbridge 
Gerry, had married Richard Skinner's sister Tabitha.) 
"She is obliged to quit her house; the family is like to 
be broke up. I hear Uncle Josiah Quincy was buried 
last night [at Braintree.] What is become of Mr. 
Davis's Co^iorse or Co-something lands?" 

In April, 1785, more than a year later, things looked 
rather less dismal. Brother John's second wife had 
just presented him with the fourth of hereightchildren; 
and bis first wife, we may remember, had left sur- 
viving her, in 1772, seven out of her deven. Childlees 
at forty-tbiee, and thus safe from at least one source 
oi anxiety, Catherine wrote her brother as follows: 
"I congratulate you and my raster on her being safe 
mbed. But pray let me ask you if you intend keeping 
up this fun? Why, you must build a lax^ castle to 
contain your children. If you go on at this rate, 
you'll have as long a train of children and grand- 
ebildTen at your funeiaT as an old gentleman men- 
tioned in some of our late papers. Sally, I find, 
[his ddest daughter, by that time thirty-one years 
<dd) is setting out to fcdiow your example. My love 
to her. — I have had an affectionate letter from Brother 
Ned. Re had intended to come in the vessel; pie] has 
recova«d so far as to be able to ride on h<»8e-hack; 
his business prevented, but [he] intoids coming as 
soon as possible. . . . Mr. Davis is got into his 
spring dejection; [he] has beat nicdy young and in 
good spirits all winter, but is low now as posrible. 
Betsy, [his daughter] is to be married soon. " 
Betsy Davis married Dr. David Towmend, of Boston, 
who had graduated at Harrazd in 1770. 

In ir$6. tb«n is no direct uaee of CaUmine. Two 
letters in the autumn from her stap-ecn, Edward 
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Davis, to Brother John imply, however, a little 
trouble. la October the nephew wrote his uncle, 
rather abruptly, requesting that he procure and 
forward to Boston a copy of some deed, recorded at 
Portsmouth, in which young Davis had a personal 
interest. Brother John, whose business habits were 
Idsurely, had not attended to this matter by the 12th 
of November, when his nephew wrote him again, in 
such terms tliat the uncle endorsed the missive as 
"Ned Davis's impudent letter." Which does not 
look precisely serene. 

There is little direct trace of her, either, during the 
next year, 1787. In November, however, Nathaniel 
Appleton wrote Brother John from Boston that he had 
so arrai^ed a transaction concerning lands as to be 
able to pay Mr. Davis nine pounds, and to forward 
Brother John £11.7.4. This agreeable incident seems 
to have been unusual; or else the letters concerning 
favorable turns of business are all lost. Earlier in the 
year, too, Elbrldge Gerry had written from Phila- 
delphia a letter which details matters as interesting to 
Catherine as they were to Brother John. Their 
youngest sister, Sarah, had married Gerry's brother, 
John, who had died in 1786; and, with what Brother 
John had thought unseemly haste, she had proceeded 
to marry Captain Fiske, of Salem. Elbridge Gerry's 
defense of his sisteMn-law runs thus: "I am very 
sorry to hear you are at variance with Mrs. Fiske. 
My candid opinion is that she acted wisely and 
judiciously, and I assure you she consulted me as her 
confidential friend. The fact is Mrs. Fiske did not 
want to form an early connection, knowing that all 
the friends of her late husband would be very much 
hurt, and that her own reputation would be affected 
by the measure. But as soon as it was known that 
Captain Fiske gave her the preference, the friends of a 
lady whom it was supposed he would have courted, 
urged him to push his suit to Mrs. Fiske, and in this 
way used every means in their power to break off the 
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match. She kept him at Buch a distance as to give 
him offense, and then they triumpbingly said that he 
had left her and that her pride would be humbled. 
This WM the language of a certain person who de- 
clared that he had intended to many Mrs. Fiske, had 
she not treated him with such coolness when he fainted 
it to her before Captain Fiske made his advances. 
Thus, you see, your sister was reduced to this dilemma: 
either to accept Captain Fiske earlier by far than she 
or her friends thought decent, or by refusing him to 
see him form a connection with another lady, and all 
her friends triumphing in the success of their man- 
oeuvres. She asked my advice, and knowing all the 
circumstances I did not hesitate to give it in favor of 
her accepting the offer. Indeed, after this I was under 
the necessity of writing a letter to Captain Fiske, to 
counteract the plans adopted against Mrs. Fiske. 
Thus I think you will see she was not culpable . . . 
This information you will consider as confidential, 
and intended to restore your affection for a deserving 
sister." What Catherine Davis thought about all 
this does not appear. Clearly, though, she must have 
thought about it a good deal. 

In November she wrote Brother John, with a very 
bad pen. Brother Ned had sent from Ant^a a 
present of tamarinds and oranges, some for Brother 
John, which had mostly spoUt on the way. And 
Betsy (Mrs. Townsend) had lost a fine chUd. 

The next year, 1788, reveals her more clearly 
again. On the 28th of January, after recurring to 
Brother Ned's oranges, she goes on: "This day is 
the anniversary of my birth, 46 years ago. My 
worthy parents gave birth to an insignificant creature. 
It being a day of reflection, I could not but contem- 
plate the divine goodness in thus malring me a 
monument of His sparing mercy, when I have so 
often provoked Him to cut me off as an encumb[rance] 
or as an unprofitable servant. I am easily mortified, 
my dear, when I reflect I have lived forty'-sbc years in 



ovGoo'^lc 



1910.] A Genttewoman of BotUm. 273 

the world and done no more good in it. May Heaven 
grant me wisdom and ability to devote my short 
remains to His more immediate service, ia my fervent 
prayer. — Here I am sitting in my comer feeling as 
old as Sarah, and my Abraham is flying about making 
punch, and as full of spirit as the bottle he is now 
pourii^ out of. — You will laugh as this medley of a 
letter, but it accords with my feelings, so you must 
take it as it rises, and throw a veil of brotherly 
kindness over all its imperfections. As to its inco- 
herence, you must impute [that] to old age. Sisters 
Skinner and Fiske have both been sick; all three of us 
confined together. As to news now, the Federal 
Constitution" — But what she though of this we shall 
never know, for just here the bottom of her page is 
torn off and lost. 

About a month later she writes again. Brother 
John seems to have been doubtful whether he had 
duly received all that Brother Ned had sent him. 
"In respect to the mm," she says, "Neddy only sent 
a few quart bottles to Mr. Davis." There is word, 
however, of a whole barrel, now presumably at sea, 
intended for Brother John. "The oranges had 
[al]most all got defective. I believe they were 
touched with the frost, but they have served to do 
much good among the sick. Mr. Davis, as he hates 
writing worse than ever, and as it gives him,a dizziness 
in the head, wishes me to answer your letter for him. 
In respect to your proposal he says he can't afford to 
touch upon law. He thinks this a dubious case and 
would not choose to engage in it." (Apparently it 
concerned title to lands originally belonging to Judge 
Quincy, who had now lain for fifty years in his un- 
marked London grave.) "If you incline to try for it, 
and recover it, he will accept your terms . . . Sister 
Skinner [has] been sick all winter, but I dare say she 
will agree with us . . . You can write her upon it." 

Her nest extant letter was written in August. 
Uncle Eklmund Quincy had lately died at the age of 
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dgfaty-five. For nearly forty years he had frequently 
written to his nephew at Portsmouth. His letters 
imply him to have been a man of considerable accom- 
plishment, high principle both public and private as 
well as reli^oua, and active though not very powerful 
mind. In person he was thin and rather agile, long 
toothless, and prominent both of nose and of chin; 
and durii^ his later years he was irreverently described 
in Boston as "old Daddy Quincy." Catherine's 
letter touches on his end. — "Uncle Quincy mentioned 
to me your not answering his letters three days before 
he died. I was much with him, and marked the 
upright man, for his end was peace. Though he did 
not think he should die, he was ready and willing. 
We grow so plaguy poor that we must begin to look 
out for what right we have in this world. Perhaps 
you will retort upon us to look our for our right in 
another. True, O King; I think that's most essential; 
but Solomon says there is a time for all thii^p, and 
both are necessary. Your quotation is there is a time 
to get. I believe [you] for you keep getting and I 
believe will as long as Abram. I read the Major your 
letter wherein you say Uncle Quincy is gone to Father 
Abram's bosom. He desires I would tell you he 
believes that his bosom has been full long ago, and 
you Dor he must not expect a chance on it . . . My 
love to Sister Wendell. Tell her [if] I were she I 
would run away from such an old creature without he 
would discard some of his love of the flesh. The flies 
plague me so I can write no more; so you must take 
this as your wife took you — for better or worse. " 

In November she was more troubled. "Our worthy 
Sister Skinner," she writes, "is very ill and in miserable 
circumstances. Her two sons are at sea, John is 
married, and Dolly has a young family and [is] not 
able to do for her as she needs. Judge Wendell has 
obliged her to quit her house. She has taken a small 
chamber in the house where Dolly lives. Her spirits 
are broke, and I am afraid [she] will soon fall a martyr 
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to affliction. She has ever been a child of affliction 
since she connected herself with Mr. Skinner; but as 
he is no more I desire to be silent. I shall write to 
Neddy [at Antigua] this week; he has a vessel 
here; he means to come in the spring himself. I have 
wrote to Sally. [Mrs. Fiske, at Salem.] We must 
try, my dear, to do something for our dear sister . . . 
This winter we are not able to do all ourselves, or I 
should not ask anyone. I am much disturbed about 
her. I hope I shall go down [to Marblehead, where 
poor Sister Skinner lay ill] tomorrow; I mean to. 
My whole soid seems harrowed up with perplexities. — 
I find age rapidly increases on my dearer self. He 
tries to his utmost to provide for his family, which is a 
hard task at his late period; but he has his health, 
thanks to the all merciful God, and so have I. This I 
prize as an inestimable blessing [which] demands my 
high^t gratitude; but when age bows the head, we 
have no right to look for death at our elbows. I pray 
Heaven this may meet you all as your last favor left 
you — a customer to the butcher instead of the doctor. " 

In 1789, there are only two letters from her. The 
first, in March, touches on business matters, tells 
that she has found a pai>er in the handwriting of her 
father, dead twenty-seven years before, relinquishing 
to all his children, "from Sister Davis to Tommy, 
[that is, from oldest to youngest by name] all rights in 
Granville granted by Grandfather Quincy to mother;" 
and BO on. " You'll see, " she adds, "by the papers that 
Colonel Fiske has met with a theft. We are all well, 
also Betsy's family. I really wish, my dear brother, 
you would show us your face once more and bring 
your wife. .1 see no fun in forever staying at home 
begetting, bringing and training up. Novelty is the 
life of pleasure. " On the same day she wrote a letter 
on bminess for her husband, and scribbled at the 
bottom: "You see I am secretary, C. D." 

Her other letter, written at night, early in June, is 
less buoyant. Brother Ned, then fifty-four years old, 
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has arrived from Antigua; "He is a poor, shattered, 
unhappy man. He requires all my attention and art 
to keep him tolerably happy. His intellectual parts 
are much weakened as well ae his body. He wants to, 
see you all, but ia unable to undertake the fatigues of 
another journey yet. He only rode today as far as 
Cambridge, and is so overcome with it [that] I was 
obliged to send for a doctor, more to compose Ma mind 
than to relieve his body. I sometimes fear he ia come 
to mingle his clay with bia parents'. I am obliged to 
be all cheerfuJness with him, when my heart aches fco* 
him. The reason, I find by his servant, he has not 
wrote you lately is [that] he was unequal to it. Should 
you indulge us with a visit to him, you must be 
cautious, and not see him suddenly. I should have 
wrote you, my dear, before, but my eyes and cares 
conspire to deny me that pleasure. I have not wrote 
Sisters Skinner and Fiske, nor has he seen them yet. 
I dread the scene, for he was so a£Bicted seeing me I 
thought he would [have] had a fit. I will save [my] 
eyes, and retire to my old gentleman, who is wdl, 
thank God. I am keeping the servants up. " 

There is httle trace of her in 1790 — only a hasty 
half page, dashed ofF one September Sunday at two in 
the afternoon, reporting Sister Skinner "with us and 
well," and enclosing for "perusal" a letter from 
Brother Ned, who had evidently managed to get 
back to Antigua, whence, to all appearances, he never 
emei^ed again. 

The next year, 1791, reveals ho- more eleariy. In 
February she writes that she has been thrown out of a 
sleigh; "I've been but a useless piece of furniture for 
some time. Sister Skinner has been very bad — not 
like to live. I went to see her, unable as I was, as 
she wished to see me. It hurt me to be obliged to 
leave her, but I could not stay. We endeavored 
among us to supply her with comforts. Her friends 
were aU extremely kind, and — thank God — I hear she 
is getting better fast. She had a lung fever, and is in 
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a very uncomfortable room, poor creature. She is 
the daughter of misf ortune, but bears it with Christian 
fortitude." It is perhaps fair to add that Sister 
Skinner surriTed them all, dying in 1822, at the age of 
e^ty-nine. 

After that, we hear no more of Catherine until the 
11th of June, when both she and Mr. Davis were 
perplexed about the accounts and charges of the still 
unsettled estate of her father, by that time twenty- 
nine years dead. This is almost the last we hear of 
poor old Mr. Davis in this world. His end came 
without wamii^. One evening that same June, he 
went alone to sup with Governor Hancock. His wife 
was detained at home by a letter from "my dear 
William, [apparently a sea-faring son of Mr. Davis, 
who wrote from Antigua,] with particulars of his 
melancholy disaster, and the death of two of Neddy's 
family, one a natural eon of his." Freed from 
conju^ observation, Mr. Davis appears to have 
supped imprudently; what he drank is not mentioned, 
but he ate more plum-cake and fruit than was good 
for him. On his way home, he was seized with a fit 
in the street. Carried to his house, and there helped 
by the doctor, he so far recovered himself as to go 
cheerfully up stairs; but once in his chamber he was 
again overcome by sickness, and instantly expired. 
"I can only say," she writes, "[that] in him I have 
lost a friend, a lover, and a husband. May I be 
prepared to meet him in a blessed eternity, where I 
hope he is." His estate proved hopelessly insolvent. 
"I am now thrown upon the world to rest my head. 
I trust God will enable me to do it, by giving me 
strength according to my day ... If I could get a 
house and be settled this fall, it would be a relief to 
me not to be enforced to be turned out in winter. 
But may I be resigned to God's will in all things." 

Two months later, ahe writes: "I more and more 
miss my cheerful and agreeable companion. I can 
truly say I now see the days when there is no pleasure 
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in them. Sister Sldnner left me two days past te 
attend the last remains of Mrs. Gerry — Tabby Skinisw 
that wae. They have put her into mourning, and alae 
thinks in gratitude she must stay with them tOl next 
week, when she wilt return to stay with me for the 
present. She intends writing you respecting your 
proposals, but she is too much broke to engage in any 
undertakhig. " So, apparently, Brother John was 
stilt in trouble concerning iiis father's estate. He was 

00 such terms with his brother-in-law, "the Hon. 
John Fiske, Esq. of Salem," however, Uiat at about 
this time he settled some claims of this gentleman by 
transferring to him certain drafts on correspondents 
in England. Whether these were paid does not 
definitely appear; one or two faint indications inspire 
fear that they may not have been. 

In November Catherine was settled for the winter. 
Her stepaooe Edward and William Davis had both 
got home from aea. She is anxious that Brother John 
i^all send her precise Btatements of any land claims 
she may have. "Sister Skinner," she goes on, 
"spends the winter with me. Her health is very much 
impaired by her Bufferings and I trust God will enable 
me to make her more comfortable than she was the 
two last winters. Her children have all wives now, 
and a man is commanded to leave father and mother 
for a wife, and most children are very willing to comply 
with such a pleasing command, especially where there 
is no expectation, and she — poor soul — has not a 
shilling but the bounty of h& friends. My sons are 
very good to her, and do more for her than ever they 
did for me; but inasmuch as they do it for her, they 
show that respect to me and to their own mother that 

1 love them for it. I don't mean to complain of them. 
They show me every respect, and we have all lived 
six weeks past in the strictest harmony together. 
While I am able to get my bread, I am willii^ to spare 
no pains. It is my allotment, and I hope ever to be 
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content with it. My daughter Betsy" (Mrs. Town- 
send) "has been very dangerously ill, and I fear will 
never be really well again; but, thanks to God, she is 
better. " 

The next year, 1792, was troublous. Through a 
good part of it she was still living in Mr. Davis's 
house in Tremont Street, but too poor to keep it. 
Her first extant letter was written in February, and 
there dated. It repeats old questions about shadowy 
titles to lands. "Isaac," it goes on, "has had a fit of 
the gout — his grandfather's legacy, he calls it. " [The 
Wendells had a gouty strain through another century.] 
"I was most alarmed last week by a fire in the neigh- 
borhood. I packed up my goods and chattels, but 
was mercifully spared ^e removal of them. " 

In April, she writes, still from Tremont Street, that 
she is glad to hear of Brother John's decision not to 
move into the country, "as I think [town] must be 
more agreeable to Sister Wendell and the children — 
minds formed for social life. I think the country is 
dismal." She goes on to tell of her cousin, Aunt 
Deunie's son, who, "goes to sea, ... is a worthy 
young man, has been unfortunate in having a sick 
family, and unsuccessful in business, but [is] very 
industrious and drives the nail that will go. This is 
character." She proceeds to touch on details, evi- 
dently connected with the never settled accounts of 
her father's estate, now thirty years dead. One 
Mrs. Kennedy says that "the glass was destroyed 
with her furniture in the time of the war. She is an 
old woman, and supports herself only by day labor, 
from a few charitable families that employ her from 
no other motive. I don't think it in her power to pay 
you. " Then follows something about gloves — appar- 
ently those bought for her father's funeral, thirty 
years before. "I am sorry, my dear," she continues, 
"if by any stroke of my pen or conduct, I should give 
you or any one of my connections or friends the least 
pun. I feel too much myself to wound others. . . . 
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My dear deceased knew he ought to pay all his debts, 
and was honestly disposed to do it, were it in his powo*. 
That was the only affliction he had on earth, and I 
shall ever think was accessory to his death. But I 
must waive the subject; it's too much for me to dwell 
on . . . Sister Skinner has gone hence on a visit . . 
What shall I do with father's books and papers? 
Shall I send them by Huntress?" 

A month later, she writes: "Our dear brother 
Edmund departed this life [at Ant^;ua] the 2nd of 
March, very suddenly. In him I have lost a most 
affectionate and attentive brother, who has shown me 
every attention that absence adndtted of ever since 
the death of my dearer self." His last letters had 
asked her to come and live with him, it seems. *'My 
house is sold," she goes on, "Captain Edward Davis 
has bought it. I remove as soon as I can get one. I 
can say no more. My full heart obstructs my sight." 

Two letters in December, seven months later, give 
glimpses of her again. She has engaged in some 
business by that time: "I find I must work while the 
day lasts. I have no one to help me, and am growii^; 
older every day; and should I neglect making some 
provision for old age — should it please God to bring 
me to it — I have no other prospect than the Al[ms- 
house.] Sister Skinner is in need; evray trifle hdps 
clothe her. I expect to move in the spring ... I 
wish to know if I may not send father's books and 
papers. I don't know what to do with them. " 

Only two days afterwards, she writes another 
request for clear statement of any land claims she may 
have. "The breaking up of my house and family," 
she goes on, "and the difficulty of getting a house is 
constantly upon my mind. But I won't burden you 
or any (^ my friends with my inquietude. I only 
wish that you would answer tids as soon as possible, 
relative to the land, and accept and present Sister 
Skinner's and my love to every membv of yoor family." 

The only trace of her in 1793 is a letter written in 
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January, Uttle more than a month after that on which 
we have just touched. "Surely," she writes, "the 
fates have conspired to tease me in the settlement of 
the estate, which I am heartily tired of and wish my- 
self clear of. It has occasioned me so much knowledge 
of mankind that I am fully convinced that the most 
predominant principle of the human heart is self- 
interest. The books and papers have at last been 
sent by Mr. Sherburne." (Incidentally a few relics 
of them are still in the hands of Brother John's 
descendants) " My spirits, " she conclude, "are 
rather depremed, and have been for some time. I 
will not burden my friends when I cannot entertun 
them." 

In 1794, there are two glimpses of her. The first 
is a hasty letter, written in March. Members of 
Brother John's family passing through Boston have 
not found leisure to call on her. Sister Skinner is 
going to visit a daughter in Newburyport. Has 
Brother John ever heard from Brother Ned's widow? 
As for herself — Catherine — her eyes grow weak. The 
second is a letter from Sister Skinner, wh<Mie command 
of the pen, for all that she once tried to teach school, 
by no means approached Catherine's. In August, 
she wrote from Newburyport that Siater Davis had 
been very unwell, and like to die. As for the Skinners, 
Dick is about to sail on a long voyage, and Dolly is 
much as she was. The letter closes with an expression 
of regret, probably not shared by Brother John, that 
Sister Sldnner cannot manage to pay him a visit. 

By March, 1796, Catherine was living in Cambridge 
Street, and Sister Skinner still, or again, visiting at 
Newburyport. Poor Catherine, surprised by an un- 
expected debt, is "almost broken in spirit," and longs 
for the company of even forlorn Sister Skhmer. But, 
"I a'nt so selfish as to wish her not to enjoy herself, 
and therefore shall endeavor to be patient till she 
inclines to come." A month or so later, "Sister 
Skinner wrote me she received the money. I shall 
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endorse it on your note. I hope if she comes to see 
you it will be soon, as I long to see her ... I oiUsi 
compare her to the sow you tell of that must be 
pulled by the ears to the trough and by the tail back 
again; for she will not exert herself, though — ^poor 
creature — she has had enough to fix her as a statue . . 
Brother Ned's estate, I am informed, won't pay 
fout^pence on a pound. She [doubtless Brother 
Ned's widow at Antigua] is very dejected." 

In 1796, we do not hear from her until September. 
Then she writes Brother John, from Cambridge Street, 
a letter of condolence on the death of the youi^est .and 
last, of Ma nineteen children. A fine child of Isaac 
Davis, her step-son, she says, has just been buried 
from her house: "But I consider aH children," she 
continues, "which are taken away, as only going from 
their earthly parents to be blessed in their heavenly 
parents' arms; and while their earthly parents are 
grovelling [in] the throes of the fiesh and sin, their 
little purified spirits are hovering aroiind, and look 
down with pity on those that gave them birth, that 
they still have to combat with the ricissitudes of this 
mortal state . . . Sally and Mr. Sargent [Brother 
John's eldest daughter and her husband] have passed 
the day with us. She appears to be very happy and 
has afforded us much pleasure. I sent for your son 
George but could not find him." A long postscript 
follows, much of which has been deliberately blotted 
out by Brother John. It seems to have concerned 
senile anger, on the part of the Honorable John 
Fiske, now styled General, with Brother John, by 
reason of disputes concerning land-claims owned by 
the shadowy and insolvent estate of the elder John 
Wendell, thirty-four years dead. The General's state 
of mind had involved more or less trouble for Sister 
Fiske. 

So here or hereabouts seems to belong the undated 
draft of a long letter from Brother John to Dr. David 
Townsend, now for some years married to Betsy 
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Davis. "After my affectionate regards to yourself, 
Mrs. Townsend and [your] children give me leave to 
address a line to you as a gentleman of unbiassed 
principles; and m it comes from one who upon the 
verge of the grave {Brother John had reached the 
age of sixty-five] and expects to be accountable to 
God and his conscience, I hope it may have a weight 
at least in your mind, to convince you of the sincerity 
of my assertions. I have heard several times that it 
has been said by some of the children of my sisters 
that I have received and spent what was their parents' ; 
. . . and many other things as false as God is true. 
If any one sister or their children will inform me of one 
single brass farthing that ever I received or disposed 
of which belonged to- them any ways, By Heavens,! 
will give them a guinea for a copper. " He goes on to 
detail certiUn legal proceedings, which have proved 
fruitless. "I lost," he adds, "£100.0.0 by taking 
administration on my father's estate, instead of getting 
anythii^. If these complainants will point out one 
siiigle act of injustice which I hare done to them, I 
will pay ten-fold their demands, so help me Godl 
After such a solemn assertion, I hope they will make 
inquiries to satisfy themselves, without impeaching 
the rectitude of their kinsman. " A long passage fol- 
lows concerning the impudence of Edward Davis, 
which he so resents as to assert that none of Mb family 
"will eat his bread while they have any of their own. — 
I beg your pardon," he proceeds, "for giving you the 
trouble to read this letter, and you may wonder at my 
intrusion, as being . . known to you only by some of 
these gross falsehoods. I have a sincere and respectful 
regard to my niece, your lady, whose deportment to 
me and my family has ever been genteel and polite, 
affectionate and dutiful; and it would give me pleasure 
to see you and her here, with some of your little folks, 
if your avocations would permit. . . [I] desire to let 
a gentleman of your discernment know that I challenge 
every connection in life to prove a single injustice that 
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ever I did to any of them. . . while I have the pleasura 
to recollect many acts of love and respect on my side. 
My love attends you and Betsy, and any branches of 
my family who remember that they once had an uncle 
by my name ... I wish this letter may be read and 
known to any branches of my family who have felt 
themselves injured by me in thought, word or deed." 

When this was written does not appear. In Novem- 
ber, Catherine wrote Brother John a detailed account 
of how Sister Skinner, visiting her, had been seized 
with a fever. Charitable friends have helped. Sister 
Fiske has promised a little. Can't Brother John do 
something, too? The tetter is brave and self-respect- 
ii^; but one feels an undertone of something like 
despair. 

What Brother John answered will never be known; 
but they got along somehow, for two letters from her 
in 1797 show no change in their relations. The 
first, hastily written in September, says that Judge 
Wendell — her father's cousin Oliver Wendell, grand- 
father of Dr. Holmes — thinks she has never sold her 
landsin Lenox, and asks Brother John what has become 
of them. These were probably a part of the thousand 
acres in Lenox bestowed by the General Court on the 
descendants of Judge Edmund Quincy when that 
worthy, representing the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay, succumbed to inoculation in London, fifty-nine 
year before. What became of them nobody now 
remembers. Her second tetter, written in December, 
reveals her old self again. Brother John's son George, 
then twenty-six years old, has called on her. "I am 
much pleased," she writes, "with tiis frank, open and 
manly behavior. I shoiUd have known tiim only by 
the countenance of his Mamma which I think he has 
taken a large share of. " She goes on to inquire again 
about the Lenox lands and to tell something of the 
confusion of the Davis estate. "I have walked out 
today," she continues, "for the first time in six weeks, 
though [I] still have a bad cough. Sister Skinner is 
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unwell with & cold. She is bo young that she is very 
daring." (She was nine years older than Catherine, 
who was then about fifty-six.) "Poor I am a little 
wizened up old woman, as Geoi^e I fancy will describe 
me. He acknowledges his disappointment in the 
ideas he had formed." 

In 1798 there is no trace of her. Two letter of 
August in that year, however, touch on relations 
between Brother John and Sister Fiske of which she 
must have known. In 1780 we may remember, a 
promising son of Brother John, named Daniel, had 
died at the age of twenty. The next son bom to him 
came into the world in 1783, and was given the same 
name. Though less carefully educated than the first 
Daniel, he seems to have been a youth of diligence and 
ability, who might have made good if exposure to cold 
in the course of attending to business had not prema- 
turely ended his life, too, in 1807. At the age of 
fifteen he rather laboriously wrote to his Aunt Fiske, 
at Salem, as follows: "This day week my honored 
father, your brother, fell from his horse about a mile 
from here, and [it] was thought wo\ild not have sur- 
vived the fall. But being attended by three doctors 
they found no bones broken, only his thigh to be 
bruised, and all its tendons and muscles so hurt that 
he will not be able to walk for a long time. He has 
laid in his bed upon his back ever since, and cannot 
raise himself up. The doctors pronounce him out of 
danger. The great number of gentlemen who have 
come to see him has been rather injurious, but as 
friends they were all agreeable except one, who was a 
deputy sheriff with a writ from you this day, which 
grieved him to the heart, and re^y hurt him as well 
as mortified him to be so exposed as that his credit 
runs so low with you as to put it out of your hands, 
which he could have secured to your entire satisfac- 
tion.' ' He proceeds to detail the transaction involved 
which concerned a friend of Aunt Fiske, Colonel 
Pickman, of Salem, who seems to have transferred to 
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her, claimB f^ainst Brother John. "My father," he 
goes on, "wishes for no favor but what honor and 
justice may indulge him with, but grievea that he has 
lost tiie confidence of his sister. He wishes you to 
believe his affection for you forgives the injury, as not 
intended by you, but the wound will go with him to 
his grave as a lasting monument of the force of money. 
He joins my mother and the family in our cordial 
regards, and if he could have sat up would have wrote 
you himself. " 

To this letter Aimt Fiske replied ten days later on 
her return from a "tour into the coimtry" — "The 
relation of the catastrophe which befel my brother," 
she writes, "claims my pity and excites in me painful 
sensations. But your reflections, as unjust as un- 
merited, I shall pass over unnoticed, only observing 
that, whatever effect you may suppose money may 
have on some, its fascinating eharms are not sufficient 
to induce me to do an unjust or an ungenerous action. 
I wish not to recriminate, and will only state facts, 
and leave your better judgment to rectify your too 
hasty conclusions, and not again impute to the cruelty 
of your aunt [what] proceeded from the avarice of a 
lawyer. " She goes on to state the ease from Colond 
Pickman's point of view, who acted as guardian for 
the son of her late husband, and whom she conceives 
to have been actuated by the "nieest rules of honour" 
— "I wish, "she concludes, "not to add expenses to or 
in any degree wound the sensibility of your respected 
parent, notwithstanding your inannation, but heartily 
sympathiie with him in his misfortune and sincody 
wish him the consolation I cannot ^ve. Yon wiU 
present my kind remembnuiee to yoor parents and to 
the several branches of the family." 

Evidently the '*peac« of family" which up to 1772 
Vnde Edmund Quincy had found "the very idn gnlur 
character" of the WendcUs was no longiv more than 
formally prevalent. 
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In 1799, Brother John was sixty-etght years old. 
Of his nineteen children, eleven survived — the youngest 
a boy who had reached the age of eleven, llie eldest 
son was forty-two. Named for his father, he appears to 
have been of more active intellect, and rather better 
educated than his younger brothers. His letters 
resemble those of a college-trained man. In point of 
fact, however, he never went to college, perhaps 
because the Revolution occurred at just about the 
time when he woiild regularly have done so; he was 
for a while in the employ of his uncle Joshua Went- 
worth, who thought him a bit flighty; he appears to 
have been the son of Brother John who, failijig to get 
a commission on the Banger, under John Paul Jones, — 
an intimate friend of the father, — went before the 
mast rather than not go at all; and after the Revolu- 
tion, he showed considerable enterprise in business, 
meanwhile corresponding with friends in Congress on 
political matters as well as social. Why he never 
married does not appear; his reason may very likely 
have been that he was never in a position to support a 
wife and family in the station to which he felt himself 
entitled. Particularly after the first Daniel's death, 
however, he was his father's chief reliance. In the 
spring of 1799, he made a journey to New York, 
where he did something towards establishing a futile 
claim to property in what was already Broadway. 
This claim was characteristic of Brother John, who 
held more or less valid title to a great deal of landed 
property, but had very little ready money. So the 
old man could hardly have had a more crushing blow 
than the sudden death of this eldest son in August, 
1799. 

Among the letters which ensued on this bereave- 
ment, two are worth recording. One is the bill of 
Dr. Lyman Spaulding, the chief physician in Ports- 
mouth, who charged two dollars for "5 visits and 
advice during his last sickness. " The other is what 
Elbridge Gerry wrote from Cambridge: "I sincerely 
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eondole with you and your fanuly on the meUprimly 
occaoon vhich you allude to. There are evoitf 
beyond our control, the dispenaationB d a sapmme 
incomprehensible Being, but neverthden duitiuuiing 
in a high degree, in consequence of tfaoBe attachments 
and affections He has implanted in our minda. Toa 
have, however, the heartfelt satisfaction oi having, on 
reflection, discharged the duty of a parent. " 

Catherine wrote characteristically: "I onoe viewed 
death with a great deal of horror; but i^etho- it is 
from the many trials I have had to conflict with, that 
have weaned me from the world, or Whether it is frcHn 
a foolhardiness I cannot say, but I feel perfectly 
resigned to leaving it, and can contemplate death 
with great composure." She goes on to say that she 
has not seen Brother John for eighteen years. She 
touches on troubles he has had with his daughtus, 
one of whom appears to have been disordered in 
mind, and another to have fallen in love with an 
undesirable suitor. Sister Skinner is away on a visit 
to Newbury, Salem, and Marbtehead. And then 
references to land claims turn up. "I assure you, my 
dear, with my weak frame I find it tough work to rub 
along, "she continues, "but I don't wish to complain." 
Uving, it seems, costs £300.0.0 a year, and she already 
owes a thousand pounds. But Captain Sargent's 
bitters have done her good, and she would be glad to 
have another bottle. 

Id October, ISOO, writing from Cambridge Street, 
she is something like her old self again. Brother 
John has had a fever; so has Sister Skinner, and so 
has she. "You must now remember," she writes, 
"[that] you are an old man. You must put off the 
deeds of the body; go thy way, and sin no more . . ■ 
You often say you are coming to see me. You put me 
in mind of the brace of pigeons the Irishman carried 
as a present, and let them fly from the basket; and 
when he delivered his letter, [and] the person told him 
he found in his letter the pigeons were sent, [he said] 
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he was glad they were found in the letter, as he had 
lost them by the way." It is twenty years, she 
continues, since she has aeen Brother John. This . 
letter goes by "my two best friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Scott." (This Mrs. Scott was her double cousin, 
Dorothy Quincy, widow of John Hancock, who had 
found in a second marriage less brilliant but calmer 
joys than had attended her first.) "She is like a 
sister, " Catherine goes on, " [and] he my father, friend 
and protector. I wish all my friends would love him 
for my sake. They will inform you [of] my situation 
better than I can write it. "... Sister Skinner, she 
adds, is at Newbury. The fever has cost S40.00 for 
the doctor and $12.00 for the nurse, besides medicines. 
And she owes Captain Scott £500.0.0 which she hopes 
to pay. 

lliere is only one more letter from her, a much torn 
sheet written in February, 1803. Evidently she had 
asked Brother John for money; and it is fair to say 
that although rich in lands he could seldom lay hand 
on cash even for his own household bills. As for 
Catherine, her long dauntless spirit is almost broken. 
"What, my dear brother, have I done," she writes, 
"to merit your alienation? Could our venerable 
parents make but one visit to their offspring, and see 
the change, methinks their very souls would melt at 
the prospect. I am sure mine soars up to the regions 
where I think they dwell, and longs to unite with 
them in their humble adoration to the God of mercy. 
When I take a retrospection of our juvenile years, 
and view the harmony and love that pervaded our 
peaceful manuon, and [then] take a present view, I 
am lost in astonishment, and almost fancy myself in a 
delirium . . . May poverty never assail your man- 
don, may the poignant sting of an indigent, dependent 
widow, never be the lot of the partner of your wealth, 
is the prayer of a sister that forcibly feels them both, 
and only begs that she may be endued with patience 
UIl the heavenly mandate shall summon her to her 
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eternal rest. I must own, my dear, that I have not 
philosophy sufficient to combat with the trials oS 
poverty and the indifFerence of my nearest connee- 
tiona." She has a heavy cough, getting worse. 
" Our poor sister is at Newbury. God knows how it is 
with her. I hear she has lost her son Richard. I 
hope she will be supported through her many trials, 
and have a happy issue out of them. I congratulate 
you [on] the preservation in the late calamity by fire; 
also on the marriage of your daughter, [which, alas, 
proved luckless,] and the enjoyment of health which 
Mr. Sheafe informs me you possess. God grant you 
and yours every blessing. Accept and oBer my love 
among them, from that sister irtio once flattered 
herself she was beloved by you. " 

It was probably in answer to this letter that Brother 
John drafted one to her, which may or may not have 
been copied and sent. "I am as ready to answer, my 
dear sister, your letteis as I am to reoave them, or 
you [are to] write me, and I challenge all the world to 
produce an instance ot my ingratitude or want of 
affection where the cause oiiginated with me ... I 
haii-e a very valuable estate in outlands, yet I am like 
Tantalus up to the chin in wat^, yet cannot drink. 
I have some thousands of dollars dne me which I can- 
not collect without distressing my fdlow men, and I 
am wading throu^ an almost finished race without 
the pleasure of enjoyment. Happy should I have been 
if a kind providence had permitted me to have been 
the sole support ctf hejples sistas, but a voy large 
and dependem family has called for thousands more 
than I have had to help them. Bat, thank God, 
through the knovied^ that I ban an ind^fiendent 
rnU et^iaie, nv> pM^m ts d^treesing me. *' He goes on, 
at ^mMt l^r^£:h. to dei^iil the cireunkstanecs ccmeeming 
lAKu'or l*r.xfe whioh he his been aecosed at appro- 
("xvAUv^. So pot::t out thai no; a peuiy has come to 
hinx fn^r^ ti'.-ffii^^ bet ihat they haw invoired losses; 
a::4 «iciv:ec?sCy to tvevci ihe fan thai "Mrs. Han- 
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cock, now Mrs. Scott" (doubly his first cousin) had 
offered to send him "Mr. Davis's wig, after his death. " 
The draft of this letter, on the whole senile and peevish , 
breaks off in the middle. 

Two or three more letters concern Catherine, how- 
ever. In April, 1804, her step-daughter, Mrs. Town- 
send, wrote a touching appeal to Brother John, whom 
ehe supposed afiBuent. "I have ventured, without 
her knowledge, to inform you of her real, unhappy 
situation. A woman at her time of life, beyond the 
years of sixty, accustomed in the early part of it to 
live handsome and genteel, and by her industry in the 
latter to be above dependence, is distressing to a 
degree. She was obliged to give up everything to her 
creditors and renounce business two years ago. Ever 
since, she has been with Aunt Fi^e and myself, 
excepting some visits to Mrs. Scott. The death of 
her sister and the repeated troubles she has met with 
have so racked and debilitated her constitution that 
she is totally unable to undertake any business that 
can maintain her without the assistance of her friends 
. . . Aunt Fiske has left her one hundred dollars, 
which without a home, and no other means to begin 
with, is small. . . . Were it in my power to place her 
in affluence I would with pleasure do it; but our house 
is very small, our family large and our business on the 
decline. She has seriously talked of offering herself 
as housekeeper to any genteel family, which from her 
ill health she is unable to undertake. Were she to do 
that ... I know you would be mortified, not only 
as her brother but as a man of fortune and benevo- 
lence. " 

Now, so far as records can tell us, Brother John was 
really a man of benevolence; and believed himself 
potentially a man of fortune. But he was land-poor. 
He had never had money enough properly to educate 
his children. He was lavish in signing notes, which 
kept him in constant hot water. He believed his 
lands to be worth a hundred thousand pounds sterling; 
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and today they are, and more. But when he died, in 
1808, and his infiolvent estate was somehow wound up 
by his young colleague at the Portsmouth bar, Danid 
Webster, the whole property realized only about 
fifteen thousand dollars. So the long letter which he 
instantly wrote back to Mrs. Townsend, detailing his 
business perplexities, is unquestionably true. He had 
been unable, for years, to meet his own current 
expenses; and, in imcomfortable circumstances, he 
had been accused of heartlessness in not helping poor 
relatives. This he had resented — particularly when 
not informed of his sister Fiske's death, nor invited to 
her fiineral. "Your Aunt Wendell," he goes on, 
"^o is one of the best women in the world, heartily 
grieves at eveiy misfortune in our family, and would 
heartily join you in anything which would relieve my 
aster; but, poor woman, although she knows my greftt 
sufferings by paying money as bondsman, she knows 
not half my afflictions." 

In brief, he is actually unable to do anything; but 
before long two iii his sons-in^aw, Captain Sargent 
and Captain Randall, are expected in the port <tf 
Boston. When they arrive, Mrs. Townsend may 
consult with them. "In the multitude of counsel 
there is safety, and something may be devised for my 
distieased asto-." 

Whetho" anything came ctf this proposed family 
council does not appear. A letter from Dr. David 
TownsHid, writtoi fm Sunday aftcnocm, April 7th, 
1S05,— almost a year lat«^-^nidies the stray: "This 
day, after a few days' more serae illness than she 
usually expcnenced for many yean <tf distzeeafnl 
infirmity, your sbter Mis. Catherine Davis eq>ired 
about one oVlock. It beccHDcs my painful duty to 
giv« you this information, because Mis. Townaend's 
dt^tnss on the otyaskn pivTute ber from ^ving yon a 
B^tve cimim$«ui:tJLl a««oont of the cvuit. " 

^e was buried, the only one of her family l^t in 
i>.<ir natiw $^^t,ia the t>omb.in the Granary Btirying 
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Ground, where her parents lay and her grandparenta. 
This place of biirial was piously cared for by Dr. 
Townsend, and now bears his name as well as that of 
Major John Wendell. 

As for Brother John, who died three years later, he 
lies in a large tumulus at Portsmouth, bearing his 
name and the epitaph "ffic Transit Gloria Mundi." 
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THE CONCILIATORY PROPOSITION IN THE 
MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION OF 1788 

BT OBOBGB H. HATNSS 



In many respects the problem which at this moment 
engages the United States Senate resembles the prob- 
lem which confronted the conventions in the several 
States, after the draft of the Federal Conatitution had 
been submitted to them for approval. 

Then, as now, the question was whether they should 
ratify a plan for a more perfect union. Then, as now, 
this plan had been formulated in an assembly whose 
delegates for many months had worked behind closed 
doors, in even greater secrecy than that which veiled 
the Paris Conference. Then, as now, the assembly 
had disregarded limitations which explicitly or tra- 
ditionally curbed the competence of such bodies, and 
submitted* project which was genuindy revolutionary. 
Then, as now, there were the most viident attacks 
upon the methods, the motives, the characters of 
the delegates who had formulated the project. Then, 
as now. theie was much talk of the rights of "sovereign 
States." and the moet jealous anxiety lest that 
$ovei«ignty be in the slightest degree impaired. 
Then. a$ now. the outcome cS the assemUy's labors 
was an instrument of compronuses. As such, it was 
saiisfactoTT- to not one of the delegates who signed it, 
and its provisMits wefv no sooner paUisfaed than they 
rallied forth the bitretcst denunoatitm. Then, as 
ih>w. svMue dW^^ates had refused to sign a compact 
whu-h th'e'v deemed pjv;udktal to the States which 
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An Mstorical analogy should not be "made to go on 
all fours. " CertaiD fundamental differences between 
these two historic situations at once suggest them- 
selves. Thus, Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, 
and their sister States had never been "sovereign 
States" in any proper sense of that term; they had 
all been British dependencies, had united in assertii^ 
and maintaining not their individual but their common 
independence, and for half a dozen years had been 
managing their governmental affairs under what 
professed to be "Articles of Confederation and 
Perpetual Union." Obviously the foundations for 
"a more perfect Union" were more firmly laid amoi^ 
those American States along the Atlantic seaboard 
than among the motley of widely scattered nations 
represented at the peace table in Paris. 

Nevertheless, then, as now, the great question before 
the people and the conventions in the several States 
was: Shall we give our assent to this secretly- 
framed, revolutionary instrument of compromises, 
which may provide a more perfect Union, but which 
in so doing will inevitably impair the "sovereignty" 
of our own State? And then, as now, the greatest 
inducement to ratification of the new plan of union 
— which many feared might prove an entangling 
alliance — lay in the belief that disorders at home and 
the menace of war with foreign nations threatened 
evils which could be avoided only by entrance into 
some firmer bond. 

It is not the present purpose to summarize the 
grounds of approval or of disapproval of the proposed 
Constitution in those anxious months which preceded 
its final ratification, but rather to call to mind the 
attitude as to ratification taken by several leaders, 
the impasse which seemed to have been reached by 
the beginning of the year 1788, and the "conciliatory 
proposition, " the acceptance of which by the Massa- 
chusetts Convention pointed the way of escape. 

In the several States there were not a few men whose 
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individualism or whose prime concern for the interests 
of their own States led them into fierce denunciation 
of the proposed frame of government. Thus in the 
Virginia Convention, says McMaster, Patrick Henry's 
speeches "were, in truth, a edngular mining of 
appeals to God and the American spirit, with such 
reasons for hating the Constitution as were every 
night hiccoughed out in the taverns or printed every 
week in the Chronide. . . . Would Virginia [^ve to 
Congress a right to collect taxes, duties, imposts 
and excises? Were Virginians about to abandon 
their coimtry to the depredations of excisemen? Did 
they intend that any Assembly but the Genraal 
Assembly should tax them, or any tribunal but the 
eourts of Vii^inia adjust their disputes? . . . The 
new plan was a pernicious, an impolitic, a dangerous 
system. It was a great consolidated government . . 
. A standing army would do the will of tyrants. . . . 
TliQse and a hundred other arguments, just as shallow 
and absurd, he continued for ten days to set fwth, 
with all the doquence and ingenuity of which he was 
master."* 

But thoe wa« other Virginians of deeper insist 
and greato- sense of rasponsobility. So thoroo^ 
going an individualist as J^«son could not fail to 
find much that was repugnant in the proposed pUn. 
NerertheleGS. he felt it impnative that the Constitu- 
tion be ratified. He deiJared: "It wiD be mcae 
difficult, if we lose this instrument, to reeovn what is 
good in it than to eoncet what is bad after we shall 
hare adopted it." At first it was his hope that nine 
i?tat«s wvuld promptly ratify it, ''in order to conserve 
what was gvXKl in it. and that tlie otbos mii^t, by 
h^^oic^ off. i«v-i«hKr t&e necessary amcndmoitB.* In 
5im:!*r fa$hk^^. ti»«fe ate those today who would 
<c\^»$k}«r it a wv!^ catastrc^^ if the League of 
Xa]i*.>ia$ $iHs::vi ttvM CKvae icto effect, but pnfw that 
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other nations shall put the League into operation, 
while the United States, "by holding off," may 
"produce the necessary amendments." 

Washington, who had presided over the secret 
sessions of the Constitutional Convention during 
those five anxious months in Philadelphia recognized 
clearly the danger of attempting to force amendments 
as a condition of ratification. Again and again his 
letters make this plain. Thus* a week before the 
Massachusetts Convention assembled, he was writing 
to Edmund Randolph: 

To my iudgment it is more clear than ever, that an attempt 
to amend the constitution, which is submitted, would be 

Eroductive of more heat and greater confusion than can well 
e conceived. There are some things in the new form, I will 
readily acknowledge, which never did, and I am persuaded 
never will, obtain my cordial approbation ; but I did then con- 
odve, and do now more firmly believe, tnat in the aggregate 
it ifl the best constitution, that can be obtained at this epoch, 
and that this, or a dissolution of the Union, awaits our choice, 
and is the only alternative before us. Thus believing, I had 
not, nor have I now, any hesitation deciding on which to lean. 

A month later* he wrote to Lafayette: 

Some respectable characters have wished that the States, 
after having pointed out whatever alterations and amend- 
ments may be judged necesaary, would appoint another federal 
convention to modify it (the Constitution) upon those sug- 
gestions- For myself, I have wondered that sensible men 
should not see the impracticability of this scheme. The 
members would go fortified with such instructions, that 
nothing but discordant ideas could prevul. Had I but 
slightly suspected, at the time when the late Cionvention was 
in session, that another Convention would not be likely to 
agree upon a better form of government, I should now be 
confirmed in the fixed belief that they would not be likely to 
agree u^n any system what ever; so many, I may add, such 
contradictory and unfounded objections have been urged 
against the ^stem in contemplation, many of which would 
operate equally against every effective government that might 
be proposed. I wUl only say, as a further opinion founded on 
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the maturest deliberation, that there ifl no alternative, no hope 
of alteration, no intermediate resting-place, between ihe 
adoption of this and a recmrenoe to an unqualified state of 
anarchy, mth all ite deplorable consequences. 

To John Armstrong' he wrote; 

That the protHMed Constitution will admit of amendments 
is acknowledged by its wannest advocates: but to make such 
amendmente as may be proposed by the several States tiie 
condition of its adoption would, in my opinion, amomit to a 
oompIet« rejection of it; for upon examination of the objections 
which are made by the opponents in the different States, it 
will be found that what would be a favorite object with (Hie 
State, is the veiy thing whidi is strenuously opposed by 
another. The tnith is, we are too ^>t to be swayed by local 
prejudices, and those iHio are so fond of amendments, iriiich 
nave the particular intoiestB erf th^ own State in view, 
cannot extend ibar ideas to the graeral welfare of the UniixL 
They do not consider, that, tm every sacrifice which they 
make, th^ leouve an ample compowaticai by the sacrifices, 
which are made by other States tor their benefit: and that those 
very thius which tbey give up, f^ierate to thev advantage 
through the medium of the neat intnest. 

In addition to these coosidnatioDS, it should be rcmemboed 
that a cmstitutional door is apaied tat audt ammdmenta as 
shall be thought neoessBiy by nine States. What I i^bet 
<q>on these mcumstuioes, I am aarpnaed to find, that any 
person who is acquainted with the mtical state of our puMie 
affairs, and knows the vaiie^ of views, intenstB, feefings and 
prejudices, which most be eoosohed in baming a ^omal 
govmunent for these SiAteSt and how little propoaticms in 
themafh-vs so of^xisite to each otfao- wiD tend to pftmote that 
d«eant4e end. can wish to make ameodmentB the wfitMotim 
for adoptioip the offieied $ 



That improretuent in the Constitntion must come 
afterv not b«tV>rv. its raiificauon he i^teatedly urged. 
T"i> Lafayette he wTV»ie: 

We a(» MX to «x|vtH prHwdoD in this werid; but ■™"*-™^. 
in m^xKra uoms. ekk^ apaftimrly made aamm pragfces in the 
^■K^v W' ^^vvfcrae&t. ' SboQji that* wlach is now cffacd 
to tV ^H'"^ o<' As^erv-dk be &-«Ei<i oa cspctntDt kaa poleet 
lKh» ti MA ^# »k^. a <oa!Cinn»at door b kft ofien for ita 
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To this same thought he recurs in a letter to BuBhrod 
Washington:* 

The wannest friends and the best supporters the Constitu- 
tion has, do not contend that it is free from imperfections; but 
ihey found these unavoidable, and are sensible, if evil is 
likdy to arise therefrom, the remedy must come thereafter. 
In the present moment it is not to be obtained; and, as there 
is s constitutiDnal door open for it, I think the people (for it is 
with them to judge) as they will have the advantage of exper- 
ience on their side, can decide with as much propriety as 
ourselves on the alterations and amendments which are 
necessary. I do not think we are more inspired, have more 
wisdom or possess more virtue than those who wiU come after 
us. 

With this view Henry Knox was in entire accord. 
To Lafayette be had written, a few weeks after the 
draft Constitution had been published:' 

In defiirinK that the proposed government may be adopted 
I would not have you believe that I think it all perfect. There 
are several things in it that I confess I could wish to see 
altered. But I apprehend no alterations can be effected 
peacably. All the States represented agreed to the Constitu- 
tion as it stands. There are substantial reasons to beUeve 
that such an agreement could not again be produced even by 
the same men. 

The outcome of the Massachusett'a Conventions 
deliberations was awaited with keen expectancy, for 
it was generally recognized that her decision was 
likely to determine the Constitution's fate. Five 
States had promptly given their ratification, but there 
the movement stalled, and in Pennsylvania retraction 
of the ratification was being vigorously urged by the 
minority. The New Hampshire Convention had 
hardly met when it was adjourned, avowedly to await 
tiie Massachusetts verdict. Madison wrote to Wash- 
ington that the decision of Massachusetts would 
involve the result in New York, and he added that an 
adverse decision would also probably embolden the 
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Pennsylvania minority to set at naught the ratification 
in that State and make some rash but dangerous move 
against the new system. 

With like expectancy the world today awaits the 
action of the United States Senate, which is to say 
whether the League of Nations shall have substance 
and reality. Is there a single signatory to the Treaty 
whose people will not clamor that alterations be made 
in its interest, if the United States Senate ^ves the 
cue in a conditional or qualified ratification? 

Bow did the Massachusetts Convention face its 
similarly momentoiis decision? Opposition to the 
Constitution was known to be strong. It was the 
current report that from twenty to thirty of Shays's 
officers were members of the Convention. Edward 
Bangs wrote to George Thatcher (January 1, 1788): 
"Of upwards of 60 members for this (Worcester) 
county not more than seven or eight delegates are di 
my present sentiments, [i. e. favorable to the Consti- 
tution,] and yet some of them are good men. — Not all 
insurgents, I assure you. " The Federalists saw clearly 
that the opposition to the Constitution was so widely 
distributed and so deep-rooted that ratification would 
be impossible unless the grounds of that oppoution 
were frankly recognized and unless there were opened 
up a hopeful prospect for their removal. An agree- 
ment was promptiy reached that no votes should be 
taken till the provisions of the Constitution had 
received thorough consideration. But the Federal 
letkders soon became convinced that defeat awaited 
them, unless votes could be won by some compromise. 
They took counsel together, and formulated their 
proposals. Theophilus Pfu^ons, so his son later 
declared, wrote these resolutions, and every word of 
them. Then the problem was bow to launch them in 
the Convention. It was essential that the proposal 
should "seem to emanate from some one who, if not 
an opponent of the Constitution, had at least taken no 
steps toward securing its adoption; from some one, 
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too, in whom the popular party had full confidence."^ 
This combination of qualities was found in John 
Hancock, Governor of the Commonwealth and titular 
President of the Convention. "Up to January 30 hia 
gout, a convenient disease which, as John Adams had 
remarked some years before, always seized him when 
there was anything unpleasant or unpopular to do, 
had prevented him from taking his seat in the Con- 
vention. Ten days before, Rufus King had ironically 
written: "Hancock is still confined, or rather he has 
not yet taken his seat: as soon as the majority ia 
exhibited on either side, I think his Health will suffice 
him to be abroad. " Gerry's biography also conveys 
the same impression. "The Governor" he writes,' 
"has held his opinions in reserve; both parties chose 
to claim bis vote. In this doubtful state of things, 
each was anxious to secure his influence, while they, 
who were not his friends, attributed his absence not 
BO much to disease, which was the assigned cau^e, as 
to a deore of knowing which side should be taken for 
popularity. " 

To the Convention's President, absent in body and 
supposedly open of mind, the Federalist leaders 
therefore resorted. Gerry's biographer gives a crab- 
bed account of what he understood took place at that 
interview. They presented "a series of amendments, 
which had been the result of much anxious delibera- 
tion. These could not, indeed, be incorporated into 
the Constitution by the vote of a State, biit they 
could accompany the ratification as the wish and 
expectation of this important member of the confed- 
eration, and be by that measure finally secured. They 
tendered to his excellency the honor of proposing 
them in Convention. The reputation of having 
devised this middle course, the credit of announcii^ 

■So vrltM Prof. Suamt B. »»«>*'■■§ whoaa manosniph, "Tha Fedanl CeM tHml on in 
UMMohiMMHb " (iTM in antlltot kooemut of tha Bonna sf aTuta attaidiiis tba radSc*- 
tioB In tUa CommoavMlUi. HaTraid HlMoriittl Stadia*, ISM. Saap^W.) 

V. T. AoMln, Ufa of Elbrldca OtRj, U, p. 7S. 



ovGoo'^lc 



302 Aneriean Antiquarian Soeie^. [Oct. 

it, the imperishable g]ory of its success, the^ had 
deemed it respectful to offer to him, that to the fame 
of having given his ofScial sanction to the declaration 
of his country's independence, might be added that of 
securing for it a pennanent constitution of govern- 
ment." These glowing phrases are probably the 
product of Gerry's historical imagination, for he was 
an outsider. It seems evident that more definite 
allurements were presented, — ^for, a few days after the 
interview, Riifus King wrote to Henry EJiox: "Han- 
cock will hereafter receive the universal support of 
Bowdoin's friends, and we tell him that if Virginia 
does not unite, which is problematical, that he is 
considered the only fair candidate for President."* 

Accordingly, January 30, Governor Hancock's 
health did "suffice him to be abroad. " "The charm 
was irresistible. Wrapped in his flannels, Hancock 

. . . took the chair of the Convention, and a scene 
ensued more in the character of a dramatic representa- 
tion, than of that serious and important business, 
which was the occasion of the assembly. In a speech, 
vain and plausible enough in itself, but sufficiently 
ludicrous to those behind the scenes, the Gov^nor 
and President announced the anxiety of his mind, his 
doubts, his wishes, his concilatory plans."*" 

To quote from the report of his speech, as given in 
the Debates of the Convention: 

His situation had not pmnitted him to enter into the 
debates of this Conv^ition: it however ^tpeared to him neo- 
essaty from what had been advanced in than, to adopt the fonn 
of government proposed; but, observing a diversity of senti- 
ment in the gentlemen c^ the Convention, he had frequently 
had conversation with them on the subject; and from thu 
converBation, he was induced to propose to them, whether the 
introduction of some {^eral amendments would not be 
attended with the happiest consequences. For that purpose 
he should, with the leave of the honorable Convention, submit 
to thur consideration a proposition, in order to remove the 

T Kmu, p. gs. (Fab. B, ITSS.) 
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doubts, and quiet the apprehensionB of gentlemen .... 
He should, therefore, submit them; for he wbs, he said, 
unable to go more largely into the subject, if his abilities 
would permit him; relying on the candor of the Convention to 
bear him witness that his wishes for a good Constitution were 
sincere. [His Excellency than read bis propoBition.| Tliis, 
gratlemen, concluded his Excellency, is the proposition which 
I had to make and I submit it to your consideration, with the 
sincere wish that it may have a tendency to promote a spirit 
of union."" 

The essential feature of the proposal — "a scheme so 
simple, and yet so important in its results" — was that 
Massachusetts should give the Constitution an un- 
qualified ratification, but should accompany that 
action by urging the prompt addition of specific 
anunendments- 

The effect of its introduction was instantaneous. 
No sooner had Hancock ended his speech when 
Samuel Adams took the floor. Up to this moment he 
had been neutral in the Convention, though known to 
be strongly opposed to some features of the Constitu- 
tion. He began: 

"Mr. President: I feel myself happy in contemplating the 
idea that many benefite will result from your Excellency's 
amcilutlory proposition, to this Commonwealth and to the 
United States; ... I have said, that I have had my doubts 
of this Constitution. I could not digest every part of it, as 
readily as some gentlemen; . . . Other gentlemen have bad 
their doubts, but in my opinion, the proposition submitted, 
will have a tendency to remove such doubts and to conciliate 
the minds of the Convention and the people without doors. 
This subject. Sir, is of the greatest magnitude, and has em- 
ployed the attention of every rational man in the United 
States; but the minds of the people are not so well agreed on 
it as all of us could wish. A proposal of this sort, coming 
from MBssachusetts, from her importance, will have ite 
weight. Four or five States have considered and ratified the 
Constitution as it stands: but we know there is a diversity of 
opinion, even in these States, and one of them is greatly 
agitated. If this Convention E^uld particultuize the amend- 
ments necemary to be proposed, it spears to me it must have 

-UamukoMt CcBTWtloa, 17SS <Zd. el ISSC) p. 23a. 
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weight in other States where Conventions have not yet met.'' 
He therefore moved that the proposition be at once taken into 
oonaideratuui by the Convention."" 

Broi^t forward by John Hancock and immediately 
enlisting the support of Samuel Adams, the propor- 
tion was assured of the Convention's earnest attention. 
"On motion of a doubtful character" (to use Madison's 
phrase), it was promptly referred to a large commit- 
tee, consisting of two members from each of the lai^ 
counties, and of one from two small ones. It was 
characteristic of the spirit of the Convention that it 
was further agreed that " each county should nominate 
their own members, and that they should take one 
who had given his vote for, and one who had ffven. 
his opinion against, the Constitution, in each county 
wherein two were chosen. "" 

Nevertheless, Madison reported to Washington: 
"We have a majority of Federalists on this committee, 
and flatter ourselves the result will be favorable. "" 

That forecast proved justified. The committee 
made no essential changes; they did little else than 
fill certain blanks which had been left in the original 
draft. In less than a week the Convention was ready 
for the final vote. On that very morning, Samuel 
Adams introduced a series of amendments — in the 
nature of a Bill of Rights — to be added to those 
reported by the Committee. In the words of the 
record of the Debates of the Convention: "But they 
not meeting the approbation of those gentlemen whose 
minds they were intended to ease, after they were 
debated a considerable time, the honorable gentlemen 
withdrew them." They were, however, promptly 
proposed by another member, whereupon Adams 
found himself constrained to rote against the measure 
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which he had himBelf proposed. Of this peculiar 
episode Jeremy Belknap wrote that Adams" 

" had almost overeet the applecart by ir^rading an amend- 
ment CD the morning of the day of ratification ... It was 
^)preheDded this manoeuver lost the Constitution several 
votes. Some suspect his irderUion was to overset the whole: 
but 'Charity bopeth all things,' and I am seriously of the mind 
that it rather proceeded from vanity of increasing hia own 
popularity, as Hancock had hia, by the midwifeing the other 
amendments into the world. Had it not been for this step, 
the whole exertion had been in vain. Adams has made hinuelf 
unpopular." 

In a conciliatory speech, urgii^ all to acquiesce in 
the deciaon expressed by the majority, President 
Hancock, February 6, submitted to the Convention 
the question of ratifying the Constitution. The vote 
stood: Yeas, 187; Nays, 168, so that it was carried 
by a majority of nineteen." 

Despite the narrowness of the majority, the vote 
was accepted as decisive and in the closing hours of 
the Convention many of the Constitution's former 
opponents acknowledged that many of their doubts 
had been removed, that they had been fairly out- 
voted, and declared their intention of going back to 
their constituents and trying — as one Worcester 
County member phrased it — "to infuse a spirit of 
harmony and love among the people". Throughout 
the Commonwealth the action of the Convention 
soon met with cordial acquiescence, even in the 
counties where opposition had been most pronoimced. 

What were these amendments, whose proposal had 
such a conciliatory effect, and in what form were they 
associated with the resolution of ratification? The 
essential portions of the resolution are as follows:*^ 
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The CoDvention, havisg impartially discuBBed and hilly 
oonsidered the Constitution of the United States of America 
... do, in the name and in behalf of iha people of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, assent to and ratify the said 
CoNSTrrunoN fob the United States of America. 

And as it is the opinion of this Conventioa, that certain 
amendments and alterations in the said Constitution would 
remove the fears and quiet the apprehensions of many of the 
good people of this Commonwealth, and more effectually 
guard agunst an undue administration of the federal gorem- 
ment, the Convention do therefore recommend that the 
following alterations and provisions be introduced into the 
said Co^titution. 

The nine proposed amendments may be summariied aa 
follows: 

FvA That it be explicitly declared, that all powers not 

ezpreesly delegated by the Constitution, are reserved to the 

several States. (Cf. Article X, Amendments.) 

Second. That there should be one r^resentative to evciy 

30,000, until the whole number of repreaentativee reached 

200. 

Third. That Congress should exerdse the power to r^ulate 

elections only when a State neglected or refused to make 

adequate pioviaon thaefor, or made regulations sobverave 

of toe rights of the people to a tree and equal re|»eaentatioii. 

Fourth. That Congress should lay direct taxes only whoi the 

revenue from imposts and adses was insufficient. 
Fifth. That Congress dKNild erect no company with exchisive 

advantages of comnwroe. 
Sixth. That indietznent by a grand jury must precede trial 
for a euiital or otherwise infanxms crime, ^o^t in the land 
or naval forces. (Cf. Amendment V.) 
Smmnlh. That in suits betm«n citisens of different States the 
jurisdictiui of the Federal Courts should be limited to causes 
vheran the matt« in dispute was of a certain value. 
Bi^hth. That in all dvil actions between atiaois of different 
States, ev«y issQe <rf tact arising in actions at oonmon law, 
should be tried bv a jury, at tte request of other party. 
(Ct. AnuKhnoit Ml.) 
Ninth. Congrase shall at no time etmaent that any peraon 
bokhng an office of trust cr profit under tlw United States, 
shall acc»t of a titie of nobility, or any otiwr title or effiee, 
nram a«y king, princ^ or f onign stats. (Cf . Ait. I, See. 9, 
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Then followed the paragraph which set forth the 
future course to be pursued as to these proposals; — 

"And the CoDvention do, io the name and in behalf of the 
people of this Commonwealth, enjoin it upon their representa- 
tives in Congress, at ail times, until the alterations and 
provisions aforesaid have been considered, agreeably to the 
fifth article of the said Constitution: to exert all their influence 
and use all reasonable and legal methods to obtain a ratifica- 
tion of the said alterations and provisions, in such manner as is 
provided in the said article." And with the formal notice of 
the assent and ratification of the Constitution this recommend- 
ation and injunction should also be transmitted to the United 
States, in Congress assembled. 

The importance which at the time was attached to 
the Massachusetts Convention's action is evidenced 
by the eager comment upon it in the letters of leaders 
of the day. Hardly a week passed during its sessions 
in which Washington did not receive direct personal 
reports of its doings from his own correspondents in 
Boston, or from Madison and others conveying the 
news which had reached them. Washington's solici- 
tude as to the outcome was very great. To Benjamin 
Lincoln" he wrote: "There is no doubt but the 
decision of other States will have great influence here, 
particularly one so respectable as Massachusetts." 
To Madison, a few weeks later, he wrote:" "A 
rejection of the new form by that State (Massachu- 
setts) would invigorate the opposition, not only in 
New York, but in all those which are to follow; at the 
same time it would afford materials for the minority 
in such as hare already agreed to it, to blow the 
trumpet of discord more loudly. " 

Nine days had passed after the ratification before 
Madison could relieve Washington's anxiety by this 
message: "I have at length the pleasure to enclose 
to you the favorable result of Uie Convention at 
Boston. The amendments are a blemish, but are 
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in the least offensive form. "" To this, Washington 
replied: "The decision of Massachusetts, notwith- 
Btsndii^ its concomitants, is a severe stroke to the 
opponents of the proposed constitution in this State."" 
To Benjamin Lincoln he wrote: "The conciliatory 
behaviour of the minority will strike a damp on the 
hopes, which opponents in other States might other- 
wise have formed from the sm^lness of the majority, 
and must be greatly influential in obtaining a favorable 
determination in those States which have not yet 
decided upon it."** To Henry Knox he sent the 
comment: "Had this (ratification) been done with- 
out its concomitants, by a larger majority, the stroke 
would have been more severely felt by the anti- 
federalists in other States. As it is, it operates as a 
damper to their hopes, and is a matter of disappoint- 
ment and chagrin to them all . . . It will be very 
influential on the equivocal States."** In reporting 
the outcome to Lafayette, Washington wrote :" ' ' Mass- 
achusetts adopted the constitution in toto, but recom- 
mended a number of specific alterations as an eariy, 
serious and unremitting subject of attention." 

There were some who felt slight confidence in the 
course which had been here pursued. Thus Richard 
Henry Le^ wrote: "Manachusetts, I see, had 
adopted the plan, but propoeea to insist peneverin^y ■ 
on amendments. If it were permitted an individual 
to quesUon so enlight^ied an assembly, I would ask, 
vbj submit to a system requiring such amendments, 
and trust to creatuiee of our own creation, for the 
oorreeUng of evils in it that threaten the deatruction 
of those ends for which the Systran was formed." 
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But, on the other hand, the hitherto doubting Thomss 
Jefferson, when the news from Boston reached him in 
Paris, at once declared the Massachusetts solution far 
preferable to that which he, himself, had advocated, 
and expressed the hope that this example — this 
"noble conduct" of Massachusetts — ^would be "fol- 
lowed by the [States] who are yet to decide," declaring 
that, if they did so, "it is impossible but that they 
must attain the essential amendments. "** 

Of the actual influence which the action of the 
precedent set by the Massachusetts Convention 
exercised, Professor Harding says: "The ratification 
of the prop<ffied Constitution by Massachusetts was 
the turning point in the contest. Not only had that 
State influence enough to decide many who before had 
been wavering, but she had by her conciliatory 
proposition shown a way by which the Constitution 
might be saved, while at the same time the dangers 
would be obviated which many conceived would 
result from unconditional acceptance. ... To the 
rank and file of the opposition in other States, as in 
Massachusetts, the idea proved exceedingly taking. 

. . The most striking testimony to the influence of 
Massachusetts in this particular, however, is found in 
the action of the Conventions themselves. Prior to 
the inauguration by Massachusetts of the practice of 
recommending amendments, the issue presented had 
been the bare one of acceptance or rejection. Of the 
five States which had already ratified the Constitution, 
not one had officially proposed a single amendment to 
that instrument. After Massachusetts had once 
pointed out the way, however, all this was changed: 
of the seven States which had yet to ratify, only one, 
Maryland, omitted to take such action." 

Great doors often turn upon small hinges. But for 
our Convention's adoption of that "conciliatory 
proposition, " it would seem that the ratification of the 
Constitution would have been impossible. The only 

•TTrlti^t ta JtflanciD, (May IT, 17SB) V. »: (Jnaa 8). p. O^ 
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alternative, so Washington declared, would have been 
"a recurrence to an unqualified state of anarchy."" 
Yet hardly had the new government been put in 
operation than Americans' attitude toward the Consti- 
tution underwent an almost incredible transformation. 
Von Hoist follows his account of the desperate struggle 
over the Constitution's ratification by a chapter 
entitled, "The Worship of the Constitution." Years 
later, Mr. Bryce observed: "It has long been the 
habit of Americans to talk of their Constitution with 
almost superstitious reverence. " 

Out of the 103 amendments suggested by the various 
States, the First Congress approved twdve, which were 
submitted for ratification. Ten of these forthwith 
were added to the Constitution. In these trai amend- 
ments we find traces of only three of those nine 
proposals which had been put forward in the Massa- 
chusetts Convention, under such critical drcum- 
stanee . It may be doubted whether even these pro- 
posals, which did find their way into the fundamental 
law through what Washington called the"constitutional 
door," made any material difference in the devdop- 
ment through which our govmiment was to pass. As 
to the other six proposals, it needed bat a few years' 
experience to prove some of them superfiaous, some 
immaterial, and at least one preposterous. Our repre- 
sentatives in Congress speedily forgot that solemn 
injunction that they "exert all thdr influence, and use 
all raasonable and l^al methods to obtain a ratifica- 
tion" of those preaous amendments. Yet it was 
gftnuine statesmanship which formulated them to 
meet the anxious fears of Massachusetts opponents 
of the Constitution, and which secured thdr beii^ put 
forward in such wise as not to dday or endanger the 
fonnation of that more perfect union the need for 
which was becoming so tragically evident. 

like clock from the stairway ycmder warns me that 
I kftT* ttespassed too long jxpan your patience. One 
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hundred and thirty-one years ago, that very clock, 
in John Hancock's home, warned him that ^e time 
had come for him, wrapped in his flannels, to proceed 
to the ConTentioD, to introduce that "conciliatory 
proposition." At this moment, as four generations 
ago, the opportunity to formulate and to secure the 
adoption of a new "conciliatory proposition," upon 
which shall turn the fate, not of a more perfect union 
of a few little American States but of the League of all 
the Great Nations of the earth, may lie within the 
grasp of another MassachusettB statemsan, her senior 
Senator, an honored member of this Society. 

When four generations more Bhall have passed, will 
meetings of this already venerable Society still gather 
in this Library, built to bid defiance to Time? Will 
John Hancock's clock still chime a reminder of its 
owner's part in connection with the ratification of the 
Constitution, and all the progress which that act made 
possible? Will the objections which today delay 
America's acceptance of membership in the League of 
Nations then seem momentous enough to justify her 
refusal to join the League, or to justify the qualifying 
of her ratification of the Treaty with such reservations 
as will force the re-opening of all the major issues at 
the Paris Conference, or to justify the withdrawal of 
America from all concern with the affairs of the other 
nations of the earth, except as Congress may decide 
tikat America's interests are involved? Will America's 
best service to the world then be seen to have required 
such withdrawal? Or, in comparison with the earnest 
seeking to attain a League of Nations which shall 
enforce peace and justice, will these anxiously debated 
present-day amendments and reservations seem as 
superfluous, as immaterial, as most of the nine suggest- 
ed amendments which constituted that "conciliatory 
proposition" of long ago? 

Who shall say? For Antiquarians what rAle could 
be less fitting than that of the prophet I 
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Amoieaa liteiatiae, 11. 
C<e»ar. Rc«Krt D. W^ wHsber, 

, -_-t, lis, 

a (rf tbe UnilMl States, 

TV 0»dlburT Pnpam t km m 
iWMaBaataKttcOaavc " ' 
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Cmw, MnSManint P., gifta, 207, 

Crirt^, Aostin P., gift, 207. 

Cutuun^i&m, Henry W., appointed 
tdler, 4; nominnting oommittee, 
182; CoasdUor, 182: obitusir ot 
H. E. Woods, 196; gift, 207. 



DftQas, Alexuider J., brief to A. 

Burr, 109. 
Dampier, WilliAm, 13. 
Davidson, George, 39. 
Davia, Andrew IdcF., Vioe-Preai' 

dent, 182: felidtationo, 184; ^U, 

207, 210. 



Davi 
sen 
291. 



, 26S, 270, 271, 279, 



Davia, Charles H., gift, 207. 
Dans, £dwiinL 25M78, 280, 283; 

letten, 261, 270. 
Davis, Edward L., gifts, 13, 206, 

207; Fund, 202. 
Davis, George, 119. 
Davis, Horsoe, gift, 207; I^mt, 

208. 
Davis, luwo, 279, 282. 
Davis, Isaac, founded A. A. S. 

Hispaiiie Americana ooQection, 

12; gifts, 206. 
Davis, Isaac and Edward L., Fund, 

202; scope of, ohajiged, 13. 
Davis, Jolm and Elisa, Fund, 158. 
Davis, ilrs. John, Buir papers ac- 
quired, 43, 45, 54. 
Davis, John C. B^ gift, 207. 
Davis, Mst^ew L., 103, 119, 128; 

Burr papers diatribut«d, 43, 64, 

and dislovalty, 46, 63: journalist, 

46. 
Davis, Solomon, 244-246, 260, 261, 

254, 259-265, 288-277, 279. 
Davis, William, 277, 278. 
Dawkms, Heniy, wgravbr, 219. 
Dayton, JonauAn, 63; letter to 

Burr, 121. 
Deane, Bilas, letter to Baron 

Rottenbouig, 91. 
Dearborn, Henry, letter to Burr, 

106. 
Dekey, Mra., 249. 
Dennie, Mn. Sarah (WotdeD), 256. 
DeVuune, Witt, 79. 
De Visme, Peter, 88. 
Dew_, Thomas R., on Virginia's 

migration Iobms, 232. 



Dewey, Francis H. [IJ, Fund, 202; 

legacy, 207. 
Dewey, Frands H. [2), Counciilor, 



Yale collection, 218. 
Dexter, Jamee F 33. 
DickduBOn, John, letter to Burr, 109. 
Dodge, Mn. Elisa D., Fund, 202; 

Ie»CT, 207. 
DooUttle, Amqe, engraver, 219. 
Drake, Sir Frandi, 13; Nova 

Albion, 39. 
Doer, William, letter to D. Wooster, 

75. 
Dwi^t, Timothy, letter to Burr, 66. 



Easton, James, 66. 

Eaton, William, 120. 

Edes, Henry H., 182, 184; nominat- 
ing committee, 182; Councillor, 
iS; gift, 207. 

Edmonds, John H., 214; appointed 
teller, 4; nominating oommittee, 
182; Publication Committee, 
elected, 1S3; life membeiship, 
201. 

Edwards, Timothy, letter to Burr, 
68. 

EUery, Christopher, 106. 

EUery, William, 106. 

EUis^Oeorge £., Fund, 202; lepoy. 



I Am. literature, 240n. 
Endicott, William C, entertuns 

members of Soetetr, 6. 
Erkelens, Qosuinus, 80. 
SttSE, fngate, 117. 
Etting, Mrs. RoetifF I., 79. 
Everett, Edwani, gift, 206. 



Femald, Merritt L., refutes Norae 

tradinoDS, 32. 
Fiske, JonaUiau, 271, 278j282. 
Fiske, Mrs. Sarah [Wendell], 

(Gerry), 271, 285, 286, 201, 292. 
Folsom, George, oft, 206. 
Forbee, WiUiam T., 183. 
Ford, Worthington C, Some Papers 

of Aaron Burr, 43; Secretaxy 

for Domestic Correapondenoe, 
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American Antiquarian Society, 



FounuU,2SO. 

Fnmklm, Benjamin, 24B. 

Franoh, Charlca E., l^ur, 207. 

French, Edwin D., bookplates, ex- 
hibition, 1S4, 187. 

French, Mn. Edwin D., gift, 1S7. 

Fiend), George, on New En^and 
pioBeeriDB, 229. 

Fkeneau, PSlip, 108. 



Gage, Homer, Auditor, 183, and 

r«port,205. 
GaUatin, Albort, letter to Burr, 
Ganwtt, Janm M., 108. 
Gartaux, Anatole L., 13. 
Garrer, Austin S., oft, 207. 
Gaekill, George A., nominatinx 

eommittee, 182. 
Gatea, Horatio, lettw to Burr, 108. 
Oatee, William E., Spanish Ameri- 

ean collector, 2, 12. 
Genealogr, large additions, 214. 
Gcstlewoman of Boston, A., 1742- 

180S,2^ 
Geopai^T, rdation to histoi. . 
Getxie II, of En^and, engrsTing 
of, 214. 

Gen;, Elbridge, 238N, 24S, 252; let- 
ter to A. Burr, 106; letters to J. 

Wenddl, 271, 287; in CuMtitu- 

tional CoDTentian, ; — 
Geny, John, 248, 271. 
GeiiT, Urs. Sarah (Woulcll), 248, 

260,271. 
GsRT, Tliomas, 270. 
Gibtmn, Edward, quoted, 46. 
Goddaid, HaioM C., 24a>. 
Godet, Franm, 243. 
ObUm 0Mde, 39. 

Grangw, Gideui, note to Burr, 115. 
GianTith), Mass., QuincrtaiMb, 244, 

and divisioiiB, 245, 247, 348, 258, 

360. 276?^ .-—.-". 

Cbattan, Tbomas C, oa 

ta New En^and. 334. 
Qmiey Honc& life of, 47. 
Ow en, Andrew H- lep>n 
<^ecn, Mat, gift, 306. 
" " mwrfA., ■ " 



Hakluyt, Bidtard, 13. 

HaD, G. SUnlej, CouneOk»-, 182. 

HsmiltoD, Alexander, SO: letter to 
Burr, 90. 

Hancock, John, 243, 277; indiroov- 
tion, 266, 267. 301; Harvard 
beasurer, 26ft; Piesideiit CoDsti- 
tutkinal CoDTentictt, 301-305. 

Harding, Sanrael B., on adoptioD of 
Constitution, 300, 300. 

Bobert G., letter to Borr, 



Harper, ] 



Harrard Univeteitf , Spanirii Anwr- 

illection, 3, 12; Treasurer's 

' 266. 



Council of Leaned Soaetiea, ISO 

Haven, Jfr*. Franeee W., Pmid, 
202; k»ey, 207. 

Haven, Samuel F., FWd, 202: 
)emr,207. 

Hay, Udoey, letter to Burr, S3. 

"aynes, George H., Publieatioa 
Conuiuttee, 183; The Concitia- 
tai7 Propontion in the Tlfsiiis 
ciiusetts ConTentioD of 17S8, 2»4. 

Hami, Moae^ 52. 

Heath, William, letter to D. 
Wooster, 74. 

Heniy, hiridc, oiqxisition to Con- 
stitution, 296. 

Heima, Antonio de, 13. 

HUl, Beajamin T., Aoditor. 183, 
and report, 205. 

mUhoUK, James, note to BnT, 119. 



Qnen.SkinueIS 

IS: ofaituarr. 18: gift. 207. 
Qtmm, Richard W., gtfta. 313. 



^11. 

HJ^Mnic Sooety ef Amwiea, cot 

lectMMw, 4, 12. 
HiibDry, Inereanng Debi to ScMDec^ 

S., letter to Burr, 92. 
^ «uoel V_ gift, 207. 
0)iTCrW.,2S4. 
Hoist, Hennann El, von, 3I0l 



Fnncf, 20S; 

gift, 207. 
*~BliBgtan. Aiehv H., Himaaie 
-^ »-.-,, 4. 
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Index 



Hunttogton, EUbworth, oa dmutiD 

conditions, 33. 
Hurd, Nathaniel, engrftTer, 219. 
HutchioBon, Thonua, 246, 247, 248. 
Hydrography, relation to history, 

40. 



influence 33; aSect of "medicine 

men," 37. 

Inman, f 254, 266. 

Irish immigration, influence in New 

England, 226, 233. 



Jefferson, Thomas, H. Adams on, 
49; letters to Burr, 98, 100; on 
rabfioation of Constitution, 296, 



Kalb, £onm de, letter to W. Mal- 

Koogh' Andrew, 219. 

King, Rufus, in Constitutional Con- 

vvatian, 301, 302. 
Kinnicutt, linooln N., gift, ^07. 
Knox, Henry, 302, 308; on rfttifio- 

tion of CcnistitutJon, 299. 
Kurts, Alice W., Spanish American 

collector, 13, Ifi. 



Laet, JsDus, 13. 

I^Kyettfl, Gilbert M. 
297, 299, 308. 

L*mb, Jolm, 64. 

Lu Caaas, Bartolom^ de^ 13. 

I^tin Amerioa, a*e Spanish Ameri- 
ca. 

Ledm^ Charles, 13. 

Ledyard, Benjamin, 120. 

Lee, CharlM, letter to D. Wooster, 
67. 



Lehmann, Frederick W., member, 
elected, 4. 

Leland, Waldo G., secretary Amer- 
ican Council of Learned Societies, 
190. 

Lenox, James, gift, 206. 

Lenox Library, Spanish American 
collection, 3. 

Le&i, NiooUs, 13; library pur- 
chased, 3. 

Lewis, Meriwether, 31. 

LStertf/, sloop, 79. 

Librai? of Congress, Latin Ameri- 
can uterature, 2, 11. 

Librarian's and General Fund, 202. 

Life Membership Fund, 202. 

LinooK Benjamin, 307, 306; letter 
(rf, 74. 

Ijnooln, Levi, 105; Legat^ Fund, 
202; ffit, and le^cy, 206. 

Lincoln, Nancy, ^t, and lep^, 
206. 

linooln, Waldo, presides, 1, 181; 
nfta, 15,207; obituaries of S. S. 
Green, 18, W. R. Idvermore, 197; 
Preddent, 182; entertains mem- 
ben, 184; Council report, 185; 
deatiis announced of W. R. liver- 
more and H. E. Woods, 186. 

Linschoten, Jan H. van, 13. 

little, Charies C, gift, 206. 

Livermore, William R., death an- 
nounced, 186; obituary, 197. 

Livingston, Edward, letter to M . L. 
Davis, 103. 

Livingrton, John, 80. 

Livinoston, Phimi V. B., letter to 
DrWoarter,62. 

Idvinpton, William, letter to J. 
livmprton, 80. 

Logwood, James, 61. 

Lodge, Henry C., 311; on New 
England pioiieeis, 229. 

Lombard, Herbert £., 5, 184. 

LyoD, James, 61. 



MoAdie, Alexander O., 39; value of 

aomiee to history, 5. 
Maecarty, Nathanii^, legacy, 206. 
McDoupUl, Alexander, letter to 

Burr, 84. 
McFarfand, William, l^cy, 206. 
Maqp>wan, Elmer A., 206. 
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American Antiquarian Society. 



McNeil, Heetor, letter from '. 

Woaat«r, 68. 
MftCy, JeaM, on province of ede 

tirt, 29. 
Mkdiaon, Jamei, letter to M. 

Dftvia, 119; on slsTery, 232; • 

ratifiaition of Conetitution, 299, 

304,307. 
Mftlac^ 117. 
Maloom, W., 77, 78. 
\UlIett, Mn. John. L., 126. 
Manuseripta, Mexican, 2; I 

diqwreed, 43. 
Maria, Teasel, 68. 
Marab, Heniy A.^t, 207. 
Muahall, Fntnk K, bookpl&te eo\- 

lection acquired. 187, 219. 
Martin, Luther, letter on Butr' 

impnaonment, 123. 
Martvr, Peter, 13. 
Harylaiid, ntifiee Conetitution, 

309. 
Maaon, Sterena T., 114. 
HaoaachuBetts Conveotioa of 1 , oo. 

The Conoliatorr Proposition, 294 

Mather, , 318. 

Medins, Joa« T., 13. 

"Merourio Fouano," file acquired, 

213. 
Merriam, Daniel, legeoy, 208. 
Merrick, Pliny, gift, 200. 
Mexioo, manuscript oollectiona, 2; 

printmc preea, 12; newapapers 

kcquirM,217. 
Michaud, QuataTe, on New Eng- 
land muration. 230. 
Milton, Maaa., Quint? Unde, 247, 

248. 
Monerieffe, Margaiet, l^tw from 

I. Putnam, 71. 
Monroe, Jamea, letter to Mn. 

Prevoet, 82. 
Mon^mery, Mra. Janet, letter to 

Burr, 87 
Montgomery, Richard, 02; letter 

from P. Schuyler, A3. 
Montt, Luia, 13; librery purofaeaed, 

3. 
Moulton, Joth&m, letter to D. 

WooBter,7B. 
Munaon, Saunuel L., nominating 



Nelson, Ernesto, plea for Latin 
American literary center, 10. 

New England, Greater N. E. in the 
Middle of the Nineteenth Cen- 



tury, 222; migration, 223, and 
loaaee, 232, and ideala, 238; 
foreign population, 226; indu»- 
tri«e, 236; Uteiary aspects, 239. 

New Hampshire, delay to ratify 
Constitution, ^9. 

"New London Summary," file ac- 
quired, 217. 

New York, delay to ratify Consti- 
tution, 299, 307. 

New Yorit Public library, LAtin 
American collection, 11. 

Newberry library, 4. 

Newspapers, Spuiah American ool- 
lection, 16; Bibliography of, Pt. 
XI, 129;dupUcatce sold, 187,200; 
filee acquired, 21S; value to etu- 
dents, 216; Mexican fileaacquired, 
217: camp filea acquired 217. 

Nichols, Chariee L., obituary of F. 
P. Rice, 22; Becording Secretai?, 
183; ^U, 187, 207. 

Norcroes, Grenville H., appointed 
teller, 4;gifto,e, 208, 220. 

Norsemen, traditions refuted, 83. 

"Norwich Packet," file aoqoiied, 
217. 



Paine, Robert T., on salt makiuc. 

Pan American Union, 7, 8, 10; 

Latin American literature, 11. 
Pan Americanism, educational 

intereat, 9; history of republics 

suggested, 10. 
ParkTEdwarda A., 32. 
Parker , Henry A ., death announced, 

16; obituary, 21. 
Parsons, Samuel H., 74; letter to T. 

Woosta\92. 
Parsons, Tlieophilus, reaiJiitioiis on 

ntifioation, 300. 
Parsons, Usher D., gift, 206. 
Parton, James, biographical work, 

47. 
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^ PeniuylvBDia, oppontion to Consti- 

- =^ tution, 209. 

- : I Pepper, Capl.,—, 68. 
"'— - Phaadelphia, ingate, 117. 

~^ Photopaphy. aarial, 42. 
'~ : Piokenng, Jolm, impeachment, 122. 
Pinokney, Charlea, letter to Burr, 
= 103. 

PUtt, Richard, letters to Burr, 87, 
r 99. 

Point Reyes, 39. 

.r Portraita, Ainerican engniTed, cot- 

-_ lection offered, 188. 

Poeey, Cbeaoley J., 31. 

_ X Potter, Alfred C, member, elected, 

= 4. 

Pratt, , 258. 

Pratt, Luther, printer, US. 
'_j Preaoott, Richard, 83. 
~ - PrevOBt, Alnne], letter to Burr, 126. 
Preroflt, Ai^uBtine, 126n. 
-^ PievOBt, Frederick, 126n. 
" Prevorti, Mra. Theodoeia, 79, 82, 88, 
96; marriage certificate, 92; 
letters to Burr, 94, Bfi. 
^ Princeton College, me, IIS. 

Printing, 115; prew in Mexico, 12. 
Publiflhmg Fund, 202. 
Purchasing Fund, 202; inereaaed. 



Quincnr, DoroUiy (Mra. Edward 

JaokBon), portntit, 268. 
Quincy, Dorothy (Hn. John Han- 

codc), 243, 289. 
Quincy, Edmund [3), 243, 273, 284; 

I>ortr«it, 268. 



dell), 243i portrait, 2eS. 
Quint^, Josiah, 270, 



RAudall, Capt. , 292. 

Randolph, Edmimd, 297. 
Randolph, John, letter to Burr, 117. 
Ranga-.TsI. 

Reed, Joaq>h, letter to D. Woorter, 
80. 



Ravere, PauL en^vings m "Royal 
American Mogaaine, 211; book- 
plates, 219. 

Riod, Seymour de, member, elected, 

Rice, Franklin P., death announced 

16; obituary, 22. 
Rivington, Junes, letter to Burr, 



107. 
RooMTelt, Theodore, death an- 

nounoea, 16: obitua^, 24. 
Rottenboui^, Baron, 91. 
"Royal Amerioan Maganne," file 

acouired, 210. 
Royal Get^raphical Society, origin. 



;. ChriBtopher's Island, Iawb of, 

IS, 213, and Acta, aoquired, 214. 
St. Clair, Arthur, letter to Burr, 89. 
Salisbury, Stephen [11, gifts, and 

legacy, 206. 
Salisbury, Stephen [2], gifts to 

Hispamo Americana cotleetion, 

IS; Legacy Fund, 202; gifts, 206, 

207: legacy, 207. 
Salt, Art of making, 212. 
Sargent, £dward, 264, 292. 
School books, ooOection, 188, 230. 
Schuyler, Philip, S2; letter to R. 

Montromery^ 63. 
Bdenee, TncretBing Debt ot History 

to,^. 
Scott, Itn. Dorothy (Quincy), 

(Hancock), 289, 291. 
Scott, Jomee, 289. 
Sean, Isaac, letter to D. Wooster, 

69. 
Sedgwidc, Theodore, letter to Burr, 

Sergeant, Jonathan, letter to Butt, 

Sewall, Harold M., member, elected, 

4. 
Shaw, Robert K., member, elected. 



ovGoo'^lc 



828 A-meriean Antiquarian Sodels. 

Slierbunie, Dorothy (Mn. John 1 

Wondelj^, 256, 2G7, 258, 261, 263, 



2M. 
Sherbunie, Jonftthmn, Mlet oa C. 

WendeU Davis, 264. 
Sherauw, Ronr, letter to D. 

Wooater, Sa. 
ShotwoU, JuuB T., leirnvmUtive 

of Amenoui Coundl of Lotnted 

Societin, 190. 
Siouatat, St. G«curBe L., 31. 
"■ ■ r, John [11. 244. 
r, John r>t, 274. 
r, RichArd, 245, 247, 254, 

270, 275, 281, 290. 
Skinnw, Tkbitha (Mn. Tbomu 

G«iy), 346, 270. ZTS, 
SUtwt, in Vinpnia. 232: in lliwi 

ehuBMta, 346, 250; is New Hnnm- 

ahin. 249. 251. 
Sknibert, John, poitnit of Jwlfe 

Wuinrr. 3i>&. 
SnuiJi, Justin B-, ^t, 207. .«,„ 

ttetiih. ;^n»Ml &, iMter to Burr, j Tnnr. 



Taft, Jane A., I^u?, 208. 

Taf t, Wminm H., CaaudJior, IS3. 

Tur, RnUi S., 32. 

l^Tlor, a>uW H., Jr., ^t«, 3ia 

Tnykir, John, letter to Bntr, 118. 

Toinejr, JotKpt A^ Fnad, 202; 



^300. 

Thayw, Nathnuel, gift, 20a. 
TlMTcr, WnSttB it, menber, 

CoTOdiafLeMiied8oae(Mn,19a 
bouM, Baijnmin F^ Fimd, 208; 
lift, and kckcy, aOO. 

[MMh,211;l^uT,206. 

WiZbuB, gift, 306. 




»v-*. * 1,^. ji».\ir«..:w ax 



^S as. 237. UL 
lUttM Tn«. agr of Snnaia. 5. 
. Treuca. CkriM IL. 13. 
■*.* -"^ ^ — ^^ — r "* 
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Van Btuwi, Martin, not« to Burr, 

127. 
Tan der Quoht, Gerard, enpaver, 



^^fiaaa, Cipriano M. y M., amdt de 

la^lS. 
Virginia, decline of, 232; BtnigKlo 

over ntificatkiQ, 290. 



WadawOTth, Jaremiah, letter 
Burr, 81. 

Wadswoiih Atbenaeum, textbook 
eoUeotion, 188. 

Wagner, BmiyE 
can collector, 4. 

Warren, Sir Jotm B., 126. 

Washburn, Charlea F., Fund, 202. 

Waohbum, Chulee O^ obituariee of 
S. A. Green, 16, T. Rooeerelt, 24; 
CounmUor, 182; gifte, 207, 210. 

Washington, Buahrod, 299. 

Waahington, George, 78: book- 
plate, 6; on fertihw et Ohio, 37; 
manuscript, 43; Weema' Life of, 
47; letter to Mta. Pnroet, 88; on 
raufioation of Constitution, 297, 
307, 308, 310. 

Watw highways, 3e, 40. 

Waterston, Robert C, gifts, 206, 
207. 

Wdietar, Daniel, 292. 

Weeden, William B., gift, 207. 

Weem^ Mason L., suooessful bio- 
paoaer, 47. 

Wenddl, Abraham, 244, 24fi, 247. 

Wendell, Baiiett, A. Gentlewonum 
of Barton, 1742-1806, 242. 

Wendell, Brtsy, 261, 262, 263, 267. 

Wendell, Catherine, A Gentle- 
woman of Boaton, 1742-180S, 
2'^-2»3. 

WfflideU, Daniel [1], 262, 28fi, 287. 

Wendell, Daniel [2], 280. 

Wendell, Dorothy, (Mrs. Ricdiard 
Skinner), 244, 247, 260, 273, 374, 
276,285. 



Wenddl, Edmund, 244, 246, 247, 

2fi2, 2fi4-2ee, 250, 261-263, 26&- 
■ 270,272,273,276,280. 
W«ideU, Mr*. Elbabeth (Quincy), 

243; portrait, 288. 
Wendell, EUial>etii (Mis. Solomon 

Dans), 244, 248, 261, 256, 258, 

269, 268, 260. 
Wenddl, Oeorae, 282, 284. 
Wendell, Henry, 244, 246, 247. 
Wenddl, John fl], 243-248, 267, 269, 



iu, 240, 247. 

WendeU, Mn. Mwcy (Bkianer), 
244. 

WendeU, OUver, 284. 

WendeU, SaUy, (Mn. Edward Sar- 
gent), 254, 267, 263, 270. 

WendeU, Sarah, 246, 248, 260, 271. 

WendeU, Thomaa, 246, 247, 248, 
268. 

Wentworth, Benning, 246. 

Wentworth, John, 246. 

Wentworth, Joshua, 287. 

Wentworth, Sarah (Mrs. John 
WendeU), 245, 252. 

West Indies, newspapers aoquired, 
16. 

"Western Monitor," Lexington, 
files acquired, 217. 

White, Andrew D., death an- 
nounced, 15; obituary, 27. 

Whitin, Albert H., gift, 207. 

Whitney, James L., Fund, 202; 
legacy, 207. 

Witfey, Mr*. F. Spencer, gift, 16, 
213. 

Wilkinson, James, 44, 63; letter to 
Burr, 123. 

Willard, Samuel, eagraTing of, 214. 

WiUett, Marinus, letter to Burr, 
112; portrait of, 112. 

Winsfaiii, Geone P., on Spanish 
American coUeotion«, 2; Council- 
lor, 183. 

Woodbury, John, nominating com- 
mittee, 1S2; life membenhip, 
201. 

Woods, Henry E., death announced, 
185; obituary, 106. 

Woodward, Samuel B., Treasurer, 
183, and report, 199; gift, 207. 

Wooster, David, 46, 62; tetters to, 
69, 67, 69, 73, 74; letter to H. 
HcNeflJlS. 

Wooster, Th<«ias, 92. 
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Woroeatttr Hiatorieal Sodety, new 

name, ISe. 
Worcester Society of Antiquity, 

name changed, 186. 
Wyeth, Nat, 237. 



Yale Univenity, Latin American 
collection, 3, 11; bic^npbical 
reooida, 218. 

r«alon,260. 
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